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| Grr "AP. XXI, 
| 
| Effects of the Surrender of Saratoga—Bills brought into Parliament 5 Ae ais 
| for Reconciliation and Peace with the Americans—Treaties entered Pi Wee Sees 
into between the French King and the Thirteen revolted Colonies— |) eset oe, 
Commiffioners appointed for fettling the Differences between the | re heise 
Mother-country and her Colonies—Rupture between Great Britain i 
and France—Fate of Burgoyne’s Army—The Commiffioners for 
Peace arrive in America, and enter on the Execution of their Office. 
2 ' 
HE furrender of Saratoga forms a memorable xra in the C ae P. 


hiftory of the American war. Although the fuccefs of the W+~—U 
Britifh arms had not been fo brilliant, nor the progrefs made in re- Emad fees 
prefling the fpirit of revolt fo confiderable, as either the magnitude cae oe 
of the force employed under fir William Howe, or the military cha- 
racter of that general, gave reafon to expe@; ftill, upon the whole, 
until the unfortunate expedition from Canada, the advantages that 


had been gained were on the fide of Great Britain. 
| Vou. IL B Whenever 


2 
oh i 7 Gy y. a 
Sees See ae 
See ee : 


oS i 


2 eps TO RY ee TE 


| 
iM 
CHAP. Whenever the Britith and American armies had been oppofed to 


. XXL 
, | each other in the field, the fuperiority of the former was con{pi- 
al, even in numbers. The Ame- 


ae cuous in every thing, and, in gener 
ricans themfelves, impreffed with an opinion of their own inferiority, 
were difpirited ; and ‘t was with reluctance that they ever attempted 
to engage the Britifh troops upon equal, or even nearly equal, terms. 
t as the capture of a whole army of their 


d them with frefh ardour, invigorated the exertions 
lefflened in the mind of the American foldier the 
d of Britifh valour and difci- 


i 
a But fo uncommon an even 
| \ enemies animate 
i of the congrefs, 
high opinion which he had entertaine 
pline, and infpired him with a jufter confidence in himfelf. 
i The confequences, however, which this event produced in Europe 
were of ftill greater moment. In Great Britain the moft fanguine 
( expectations had been raifed from the Canada expedition, the rapid 
fuccefs of which, ‘nits firft ftages, feemed to promife the moft for- 
A junction of the northern army with that at New 
York was confidently expected; and it was hoped that by this 


: junction a decifive blow would be given to the rebellion) by cutting 
he middle and fouthern colonies. The Bri- 


tunate iffue. 
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} >} Ootbratitr Oorranimicelepylt the northern from t 
ae sue Strobel Baws? ae tith nation, elevated with fuch hopes, and encouraged to cherifh 
ae Oe ag. z them by the firft intelligence from Canada, which brought an account 
a “i of the almoft inftantaneous redu@tion of Ticonderoga, and the de- 
1 naval force in Lake Cham- 


Y = — ftruction or capture of the provincia 
ee piain, fuffered proportionate difappointment upon hearing of the 
f the expedition and the total lofs of the army. 
But if the difappointment of the nation was great, that of the mi- 
niftry was ftill greater 5 and in a fit of defpondency, it would feem, 
they determined, for the fake of peace, and of getting rid of a 
-troublefome and expenfive war, to give up every thing for which 
they had originally contended. ‘To the furprife of all, and to the 


all mortification of thofe who had hitherto zealoufly f{upported 
the 


+ ae ultimate failure 0 
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the meafures of adminiftration, the minifter in the month of Fe- 
bruary introduced two bills into the houfe of commons, which were 
paffed through both houfes of parliament with great difpatch, and 
received the royal affent on the eleventh of March. By the firft of 
thefe the duty payable on tea imported into America, which was the 
original caufe of difpute, was repealed, and a legiflative declaration 
was made, that the king and parliament of Great Britain would not in 
future impofe any tax or duty whatfoever payable in the colonies, 
except only fuch as fhould be neceflary for the regulation of trade, 
and in fuch cafe that the nett produce of the duty fo impofed fhould 
be applied to the particular ufe of that colony in which it fhould be 
colleéted, in the fame manner as other duties colleted under the au- 
thority of the aflemblies. By the other of thefe acts, authority was 
given to the king to appoint commiffioners with full powers to treat, 
confult, and agree, with any affemblies of men whatfoever in Ame- 
rica, and even with individuals, concerning any grievances exifting 
in the government of any of the colonies, or in the laws of Great 
Britain extending to them, concerning any contributions to be fur- 
nifhed by the colonies, and concerning any other regulations which 
might be for the common good of both countries; with a provifo, 
however, that fuch agreement fhould not be binding until ratified 
by parliament. But in the following inftances the commiffioners 
were to be invefted with abfolute power, exercifeable however ac- 
cording to their difcretion, for proclaiming a ceflation of hoftilities by 
fea and land, for opening an intercourfe with the mother-country, 
for fufpending the operation of all acts of parliament relating to the 
North American colonies pafled fince the tenth of February 1763, 
and for granting pardons to all defcriptions of perfons. 
Never perhaps was there a moment during the whole of the Bri- 
tith hiftory, in which the nation had greater caufe of mortification 
than at the time of paffing thefe acts: And it will be difficult to de- 
bia fend 
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right meature, 


{word was drawn: 


as to juftify minifters in relinqui 


the conceffions which had been repeate 


This moment of defpondence, 
ed by the court of Verfailles to giv 


by fecret affurances of afli 


fupplies of money, arms, 


and their original defign was, probably, t 
claration, until Great Britain and her colon 


ened each other in their civil contention. 


tory meafures about to be adopted by 
obliged them to throw off the mafque. 
ricans, notwithftanding their fuccefs at S 


very great difficulties; and that, for w 


was impoflible for them, 
in the field for any length of time; an 


th and refources of the nation were not yet 


But fuch was the difappointment in confequence 0 
dition from Canada, and fo great an alteration 
‘nions of thofe who direéted the councils o 
dly refufed t 


olonifts were now to be offered to them with arm 


it ought to have been adopted at fir 
On the other hand, if the claims of the mother-- 
country over her colonies. Ww 


n of either want 
propofed was a 
ft, and before the: 


ere originally worth contending for, the 
fo far exhaufted 
fhing them without a further ftruggle. 
f the failure of the 
had it produced in 
f the nation, that 
o the petitions of 
s in their hands ;., 
and they were even to be courted and intreated to accept of them. 
humiliation, and debafement, was 
aa fatal blow to the over- 
wn power of her rival. Ever fince the commencement of the 
rebellion the American colonifts had been encouraged in their revolt 
france from the court of France, and by 


and ammunition, clandeftinely conveyed: 


The French were in the mean time making preparations 5. 


ant of internal refources, 


their foreign trade was almoft annihilated. by the’ Britith cruifers, it 


o abfain from an open de- 
ses had mutually weak- 

But the difafter which. 
happened to ceneral Burgoyne’s army, and the confequent concilia- 
the Britith cabinet, at laft 
They knew that the Ame-. 
aratoga, fill laboured under 
whilft 


without afliftance, to keep arefpeCtable army 
d they dreaded, left, under 
fuch; 
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fuch unpromifing circumftances, they fhould be induced to accept © HA P. 


the very liberal terms which they knew were to be offered to them”. 
To prevent this, and to defeat the effet of the conciliatory meafures 
about to be adopted by the Britifh cabinet, two treaties were now 
entered into between the French king and the thirteen revolted co- 
lonies; one of commerce, and another of defenfive alliance; which 
were finally figned at Paris the fixth of February in the prefent year, 
by the chevalier Gerard, in behalf of the Freich king, and by Dr. 
Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, in behalf of the American 
colonies. The firft of thefe, as its title imports, was intended to 
regulate the commerce to be carried on between the countries of the 
contracting parties; and the principal obje@ of the other was to 
fecure the fovereignty and independence of the revolted es 
it being ftipulated, that if a war in confequence of this treaty fhould 
break out between Great Britain and France, the two contracting 
parties fhould mutually affift each other according to their power and 


ability, and that peace fhould not be made without the confent of 


both, nor until the fovereignty and independence of the colonies, 
both in matters of government and commerce, {hould be either ex- 
prefly or tacitly acknowledged by the king of Great Britain. 

A meafure of fuch confequence could not, even in France, efcape 
the vigilance and penetration of the lord vifcount Stormont, the 
Britith ambaflador at Paris, who, with the utmoft purity of morals, 
and even in the midft of literary purfuits, knew how to eftimate the 
friendly profefhons, and to-penetrate the real views and defigns, of 
ambitious courts. Intelligence of the engagements between France 
and America was quickly tranfmitted by the vifcount to the Britith 


* Before the recefs of parliament for the Chriftmas holidays it was known that new and 
very liberal terms of reconciliation were to be offered to the Americans: And on the 24th of 
December the treaties between France and the revolted colonies were firft agreed upon, 


although they were not formally figned till the 6th of February following.. 
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miniftry ; and this was the caufe why the conciliatory bills were 
paffed with fo much difpatch through the two houfes of parliament. 
might reach America before the 
congrefs had received intelligence of what had been done in France, 
but certainly before they had ratified the new engagements entered 
into by their deputies ; and, that they might be apprized of what 
was intended, even before it was completed, rough draughts of the 
bills, as foon as they were ‘ntroduced into parliament, were imme- 
diately difpatched to the commander in chief in America, to be for- 
warded to the congrefs. The conciliatory acts of parliament being 
paffed, and a commiffion made out under the great feal, the earl 
of Carlifle, William Eden, and George Johnitone, efquires (who, 
with the admiral and the reneral commanding -in America, oY, in 
cafe of the abfence of the latter, fir Henry ‘ linton, were the perfons 
named in the commiflion, and entrufted with the execution of the 
powers for fettling the differences between the mother-country and 


£ April. 


for America on the twenty-fecond of 


It was, perhaps, hoped that they 


her colonies), failed 


Somewhat more than a month previous to the failing of the com- 


mifioners, the French ambaflador 
notified to that of London the mature of the engagements entered 


fovereign and the American colonies, and fome days 


r, by order of his court, formally 


into between his 
after quitted London and returned to France, about the fame time 
that the Britith ambaflador quitted Paris. This notification was con- 
fidered as amounting to a declaration of war ; 
not actually declared, both kingdoms vigoroully prepared for open 


hoftilities. 


and although war was 


Such was the train of political confequences which, in fucceflion, 


followed the capture of general Burgoyne’s army- Here it may be 
fate of thofe brave but unfortunate 


proper to notice the fubfequent 
men, whom the chance of war had thus fubjected to the power of 
capitulation it was flipu- 

2 lated 


the Americans. By one of the articles of 
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lated that the furrendering army fhould be at liberty to tranfport © ie P. 
itfelf to Great Britain, upon condition of not ferving againft Ame- “~——~ 


rica during the war. Bofton was fixed upon as the place from which 
it was to embark ; and thither the Britifh troops were marched to 
wait for tranfports. When the army had reached its afligned quar- 
ters, it was found that it would be much eafier, and more expedi_ 
tious, to march the troops acrofs the country to Rhode Ifland, to 
meet the tranfports, than at that feafon of the year, it being the 
middle of winter, to bring the tranfports from thence round to 
Bofton. An application was accordingly made by general Burgoyne 
to the congrefs, for leave to change the place of embarkation from 
Bofton to Rhode Hand, or fome other port in its neighbourhood. 
But the congrefs, probably refleQing that the moment the conven- 
tion troops landed in England, an equal number could be fpared from 
thence to fupply their place in America, determined, inftead of com- 
plying with the general’s requeft, to prohibit the embarkation of the 
Saratoga troops from any port whatfoever, “ until a difting@ and ex- 
** plicit ratification of the convention at Saratoga fhould be properly 
** notified by the court of Great Britain to congrefs;” and entered 
upon their journals a refolution to that effeQ. This refolution was 
evidently a breach of the convention. It was admitted to be fo by 
the congrefs themfelves; but as a kind of juftification, they pre- 


tended to fet forth fome grounds of fufpicion that the Britifh troops 


did not hold themfelves bound by the convention, and meant, if 
they were fuffered to depart, inftead of returning to Great Britain, 
to join the army at New York. ‘They alfo attempted to fpecify fome 
inftances in which, on the part of the Britifh troops, the conven- 
tion had already been broken; but the inftances on which they relied 
were of a nature fo frivolous and unimportant, that it was clear to 
all the world that the congrefs, by this proceeding, facrificed national 
faith and honour to prefent convenience. 


It 
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It was in vain that general Burgoyne remonftrated to the congrefs 
againft the injuftice of this refolution, and proved, toa demonftra- 
tion, that there was no breach of the convention on the part of the 
Britith troops, even in thofe inftances, frivolous and futile as they 
were, on which that affembly relied. In order to remove every 
doubt, and filence every objection, he offered to enter into a new 
engagement, fhould it be defired, and to engage his officers to join 
in it, for fulfilling all the atticles of the convention. But the con- 
erefs determined not to be fatisfied, and obftinately perfifted in the 
refolution which they had.taken. They gave the general leave to 
return to Great Britain upon his parole, to be forthcoming when 
called for, but they retained his army in captivity ; which, after re- 
maining more than a year in the province of Maflachufet’s Bay, was 
marched from thence as far to the fouthward as Virginia, in the in- 
terior parts of which new quarters were afh ened to it; nor were any 
of the convention troops releafed during the war, except fuch as 
were exchanged for American prifoners ; although repeated offers 
were made by fir Henry Clinton, and by the American commil- 
fioners, to ratify or renew, on the part of Great Britain, all the ar- 
ticles of that convention. 

We fhould now return to the two armies, which we left towards 
the middle of the prefent year, the one in Philadelphia, and the 
other encamped in huts in the woods at Walley Forge, upon the 
Schuylkill, where general Wafhington had determined to remain, that 
he might be enabled to fend out detachments during the winter to 
hover round the Britifh quarters, for the purpofe of preventing a 
communication between them and fuch of the inhabitants in the 
country as were well affected to the Britith caufe: An objet 
which, as we have feen, for fome time, he in part accomplifhed. 
But before we refume the narrative of military operations it will be 
proper to advert to certain political tranfaGtions and circumftances 


A by 
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by which thefe were immediately preceded, and, in fome meafure, © ae P. 
affected. os a 


| Within lefs than a fortnight after fir William Howe’s departure ‘The commi 


from Philadelphia, the Britifh commiflioners tent to off 
North America, arrived in the Delaware, and without d 


on the execution of their office. the execution 
oftheiroffice. 
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Here it may be proper, before we proceed, to relate the iteps 
which they took to fulfil the purpofes of their miflion ; to throw 
| into one point of view fome previous proceedings of the congrefs, by ; \ 
which it will appear that, even before the arrival of the commif- 
fioners, and without waiting to hear what they might have to urge, | 
that aflembly had determined not to accept the terms which they a 
had to offer. In the month of November ‘of the preceding year, 
the congrefs, with a view of removing the only obftacle or sround tf 
of apprehenfion which impeded the fuccefs of their application to | 
the court of France, entered into a refolution, declaring that all if 4 
propofals for a treaty with the king of Great Britain, inconiftent | 
with the independence of the United States, or with fuch alliances 
| as might be formed under their authority, would be rejected. And | 
in the month of April of the prefent year, upon the arrival of the 
| rough draughts of the conciliatory bills, they paffed refolutions of | 
| fuch a contemptuous, infulting, and provoking nature, as left no iy 
| hope that any reafonable terms of accommodation would be ac- Bs) 

cepted *. In thefe refolutions they affected to confider thofe bills as i 
the fequel of an infidious plan formed by the Britifh government {i 
for enflaving America. The object of them, they maintained, was Fi 
to difunite the colonies, create divifions, and prevent foreign powers 
from interfering in their behalf. They pretended to demonftrate {) 


| * See the Refolutions of Congrefs of the 22d of April 1778. i 
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C HA P. that thofe bills were an evidence either of the weaknefs or wicked- 


L-- nefs of the Britith government, or both; and, after various other 


ss erwlotrr 


farcaftic ftri@tures, they finally refolved, that any man, or body of 
men, who fhould prefume to make a feparate agreement with the 
Britith commifioners, ought to be confidered as open and avowed 
enemies; and that the United States neither could nor would hold 
any conference with thefe commiffioners, unlefs they fhould, as a 
preliminary thereto, either withdraw their fleets and armies, or elfe 
in pofitive and exprefs terms acknowledge the independence of the 
United States. It happened too, that the conciliatory bills, after 
they had been pafied through both houfes of parlament, and re- 
ceived the royal affent, being immediately difpatched to America, 
reached that country fome days previous to the arrival of the com- 
miffioners. They were forthwith forwarded to congrefs; but that 
affembly returned no other anfwer * than to refer to the aforefaid 
refolutions, in which they alledged that they had already exprefled: 
their fentiments upon bills not effentially different from thofe which. 
were now tranfmitted to them. 

Although thefe previous proceedings afforded a very unfavourable 
profpeat of the fuccefs of the negotiation, which was rendered ftilk 
‘more hopelefs by the arrival of Silas Deane at York Town on 
the fecond of May, with copies of the treaties, already men- 
tioned, entered into between the French king and the American 
plenipotentiaries at Paris, the commifioners neverthelefs entered: 
upon the execution of their office with apparent alacrity. They 
difpatched their fecretary, do¢tor Adam Fergafon, a name well 
known in the literary world, to proceed to York Town, and lay 
before the congrefs a copy of their commifiion, with the concili- 


* Refolutions of Congrefs of the 6th of June 1778.. 


atory 
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atory acts of parliament upon which it was founded, and a letter © sae P, 


explaining the extent of their powers, and fetting forth in detail 
the nature of thofe terms which they were authorifed to offer for 
fettling the differences between the mother-country and her co- 
lonies; and propofing to the congrefs that they fhould appoint a 
place for the Britith commiffioners to meet them, either collectively 
or by deputation, for the further difeuffion of every fubject of dif- 
ference. A previous application had been made to general Wafh- 
ington for a paffport and fafe-conduct for Dr. Fergufon, which it 
was not doubted would have been granted; but upon his arrival at 
the firft out-poft of the American army, he was not fufiered to 
proceed any farther, general Wafhington having refufed to grant a 
paffport, until he fhould confult the congrefs, and have their per- 
miffion. Thus a man, whofe unftained integrity precluded fufpi- 
cion, and the celebrity of whofe writings, it might have been fup- 
pofed, would have fecured to him a favourable reception in any Ci- 


 vilized country on the face of the earth, was refufed permifhon even 


to pafs through the American territory, although the meflenger of 
peace and reconciliation. Such are ever the harfh and ungracious 
effects of ftern republican. policy. Dr, Fergufon, being thus denied 
a paflport, returned to Philadelphia ; and, that no delay might enfue, 
the papers of which he was intended to have been the bearer were 
now forwarded to congrefs by the ordinary military pofts of their 
army, and reached York Town on the thirteenth of June. After 
deliberating for fome days on the fubje&t of thefe communications, 
the congrefs, through their prefident, returned for anfwer, that the 
acts of parliament, the commiffion and the commiffioners letter, all 
of them fuppofed the people of the American States to be fubjects 
of the king of Great Britain, and were founded on an idea of de- 
pendance which was utterly inadmiffible: But that they were ready 
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| \ c oe P. to enter upon the confideration of a treaty of peace and commerce, 
| | \-—  not inconfiftent with treaties already fubfifting, whenever the king 
1778. 


of Great Britain fhould demonftrate a fincere difpofition for that 
ae purpofe; the only proof of which would be an explicit acknowledg- 
ae ment of their independence, or the withdrawing his fleets and 
AF armies; and they approved of general Wathington’s conduct ‘in re- 
| fufing a paffport to Dr. Fergufon. Such was the anfwer of congrefs 
to the Britith commiffioners; an anfwer which fhewed that all ne- 
gotiation, except upon the ground of. acknowledging their inde- 
pendence, would be unavailing, and that nothing but conqueft could 
| -_Ye-unite the colonies to the Britith empire: And fuch the iffue of 
this fecond attempt to bring about a reconciliation ; which, whatever 

. might be the effect of it in Great Britain towards inducing a greater 
N a union of fentiment on the fubject of colonial affairs, produced in 
AG America no good confequence whatfoever. It flattered the pride of 
SN . the American republicans, confirmed them in purfuing the meafures 
‘hi which they had adopted, and finally eftablifhed the authority of 

y eongrefs, which the commiffioners had in fa&t recognized by offer- 
ing to treat with them. On the other hand, it had a moft unfavour- 
able effeé: upon all the inhabitants of the colonies who were attached 
¥ to the Britith caufe: 'Thofe who had not yet openly declared their 
fentiments, were difcouraged and ditheartened ; whilft the active 
and perfecuted loyalift was plunged into the deepeft defpair. Even 


the officers of the army felt themfelves lowered in their own efti- 


mation, when, without any apparent neceflity, they faw every thing 


ee n wv for which they had been yet contending, in effedt given up. ‘To this 
=f | a order of men, therefore, as well as to the profcribed loyalifts, the 
3 | of \ contemptuous proceedings of congrefs, in confequence of an appli- 


hie cation which was confidered as the greateft act of condefcenfion on 


eat oe { the part of the mother-country, was peculiarly offenfive, and gave 
Shae nN a new 
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a new edge to their refentment. They hoped, as all reafonable © HS } 
profpet of accommodation was at an end, that the moft ftrenuous V-+—~ 
exertions would be made to take fignal vengeance on te amhots 
and abettors of the rebellion, whofe guilt was now ageravated by 

their infolence; and they looked with impatience for the moment 

when they fhould be led out to aflail the American camp at Valley 

Forge. — 
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The Evacuation of Philadelphia—General Wafbington prepares te 
impede and harafs the Britifb Troops in their Retreat—Sir FH. 
Clinton purfues bis March to New York by Sandy Hook—Difpofition 
of the American Army—And of the Britifh—Battle of Freehold 
Court Houfe in the County of Monmouth—The Britifo Army arrives 
at New York. 


UT the firft aGive meafure of the campaign did not accord with 
fuch expectations. This was no other than the evacuation of 
Philadelphia; and the retreat of the army to New York. Prepara- 
tions for this purpofe were making even while the commillioners 
were tranfmitting their difpatches to congrefs; and before an an- 
{wer was received the evacuation had a€tually taken place. 

Through the interference of a hoftile maritime power, the com- 
mand of the fea was about to be difputed by the contending parties. 
Hence greater circumfpeCtion became neceflary in the choice of 
pofts for the Britifh army. It was uncertain where the French 
might attempt to ftrike a blow; whether upon the continent of 
America, or in the Weft Indies. It was therefore proper that the 
army fhould occupy a ftation from which reinforcements might be 
motft eafily and expeditioufly fent wherever they fhould be required. 
But of all the ftations hitherto occupied by the fouthern army, Phi- 
ladelphia was the leaft adapted to fuch a purpofe. It was diftant 
from the fea not lefs than a hundred miles, and communicated 
3 with 
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with it only by a winding river. Thefe, or other more weigity © ee P. 


confiderations, influenced the miniftry fo far, that orders were fent ng 
from England for the evacuation of Philadelphia; which was ef if 
fected at three in the morning of the eighteenth of June, the army 
retiring to the point of land below the town formed by the conflu- 
ence of the Delaware and the Schuylkill, where the boats and vel- 
fels belonging to the navy were ready to receive them. And fo ju- 


dicious was the admiral’s arrangement, on this occafion, that the 


whole army, with its baggage, was paffed over the Delaware, and 

encamped on the Jerfey fhore, by ten in the forenoon ; meeting with 

little interruption from the enemy, though the Americans entered V3 

Philadelphia before the Britifh entirely left it. ‘The fame fleet of i 

tranfports that carried the foldiers, provifions, and ftores, carried alfo 

the property of the Philadelphian merchants attached to govern- ore 

ment. The great body of the loyalifts of Philadelphia went along gerne ae ere 

with the army* Such of them as had the imprudence to remain be- pica 

hind were treated with great feverity. Some were banifhed. Seve- a Zz. Re 

ral were thrown into prifon, and tried for their lives. ‘Two of thefe, od oe 

Roberts and Carlifle, very refpeCtable charaGters, of the fe of 
4 


| Quakers, fuffered death. 
| The country through which the Britith army had to march being 


naturally trong, and abounding with difficult pafles, which, if oc- | | 
| cupied by the enemy, might greatly retard its progrefs, fir Henry i I 
ak Clinton thought it neceflary, in order to guard againft the confe- | 
| quences of fuch obftruCtions, to carry along with him a confider- 
able quantity of baggage and a large fupply of provifions. The 
progrefs of the army, thus heavily incumbered, was uncommonly 
flow. 

| The preparations and arrangements previous to the evacuation ig WA LC? gredses no> 
could not be made fo fecretly but that intelligence of them was con- Saerct- 
veyed to general Wafhington. From this intelligence he was en- 9 

abled 
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CH A P. abled to penetrate the defign, and had detached general Maxwell 
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with a brigade into New Jerfey, with orders to affemble the militia, 
break down the bridges, and, by every means in his power, im- 
pede and harafs the Britith troops ia their retreat, until he, with the 
main army, fhould crofs the Delaware and fall upon their rear. 
There are two roads leading from Philadelphia to New York; one 
along the weftern fhore of the Delaware, as high as Trenton Ferry; 
the other, that which was taken by the Britifh army, running paral- 
lel with the firft, but on the caftern bank of the river. ‘The route 
of the Britith army being along the eaftern bank of the Delaware as 
high as Trenton, general Wafhington was obliged to make a confi- 
derable circuit to crofs it higher up. But, even after he had effected 
his paflage, he kept for fome time a very cautious and refpeCtful 
diftance, fending forward detachments of his light troops to watch 
the motions of the Britith army,,and hang on its. flanks and rear. 
A little to the left of the moft northerly road leading from Trenton 
to New York, the country of New Jerfey becomes high and moun- 
tainous.. This country general Wafhington entered. when he pafled 


i. the Delaware at Correll’s Ferry, and he thought that the very flow 
al Behaps H wwat wet ye ~vement of the Britifh army indicated a defign in fir Henry Clin- 
Ve gre 
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ton to draw him down from his advantageous fituation, and either 
force an engagement in the level country, or, by a rapid movement, 
gain the high grounds which he had quitted. ‘This idea alone can 
account for the extreme caution with which he approached a re- 
treating enemy. The courfe of the Britifh army now pointed from 
the Delaware; and the farther it advanced in this new direction, the 
more general Wafhington ftrengthened his detachments; all of 
which were compofed of chofen men. 

Sir Henry Clinton had hitherto met with very little moleftation 
from the enemy. His light troops had been fufficient to drive the 
Americans from the pafles which they occupied; and the greateft 

impedi- 
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impediments which he met with, arofe from the deftruction of the © Le P. 

bridges. His courfe, fo far as he had yet gone, was the fame, whe- Seen 
1778. 


ther he meant to proceed to New York by the way of Sandy Hook, 
or by South Amboy, oppofite to Staten Ifland, and the North River; 
but he had now arrived at that point where the highways diverge, 
and where it was neceflary for him to make an option which of thefe 
roads, during the remainder of his march, he would purfue. The 
roads which led to Staten [land and the North River on the left, 
were the fhorteft; but in that direction the river Rariton intervened, 
| the pafling of which, in the face of an enemy fuperior in number, 
| might be both difficult and dangerous; more efpecially as intelli- 
gence had been received that general Gates, with another army, was 
. advancing from the northward to form a jun@tion with general Wath- 
ington, near that river. ‘This confideration determined the Britith 
general to take the road which led to Sandy Hook, as that which 
prefented the feweft impediments to obftru&t his progrefs, and by 
inclining to the right carried him clear of the courfe of the Rariton 
altogether. Along this road, therefore, the Britifh army was or- 
dered to march; and having proceeded fome miles, they encamped 
on the twenty-feventh of June on fome high grounds in the neigh- 
bourhood of Freehold Court-houfe, in the county of Monmouth. 
General Wafhington had from time to time fo powerfully rein- 
forced his advanced detachments, that the marguis de la Fayette 
firft, and afterwards general Lee, were in fucceflion fent to take the By, huar fal on Be 


command of them. They now amounted, according to general Ofte Mo fo Cite Pe 
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| Wafthington’s account, to more than five thoufand men, 
taken poft at Englith Town, a few miles in the rear of the Britith 


j army. Acorps.of fix hundred. men under colonel Morgan, ho- 
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general Wafhington, with the main body of the American army, 


encamped about three miles in the rear of his advanced corps. 


Such was the difpofition of the two armies on the evening of the 
twenty-feventh of June; and agit was now obvious, from the courfe 
which the Britith army had lately taken, that their march was a real 
have at laft de- 
termined the American general to rifque an attack ; which he refolved 


before the Britith troops fhould 


about twelve miles in their front. 


retreat, and not a feint; this difcovery feems to 


to make the following morning, 
reach an advantageous pofition, 
Orders were accordingly fent to general Lee to begin the attack with 
the advanced corps as foon as the Britifh army fhould be in motion, 
with an intimation that general Wafhington, with the main body of 
the American army, would advance and fupport him. Sir Henry 
Clinton was fufficiently apprized that general Wafhington, with the 
American army, was near him, from the frequent appearance of his 
light troops during the preceding day ; and judging that his defign 
was rather to make an attempt upon the baggage, in which he 
thought himfelf vulnerable, than to rifque a general engagement, 
he made a new difpofition in order more effeually to protect it. 
The army marched in two divifions; the van commanded by ge- 
neral Knyphaufen, and the rear by lord Cornwallis ; but the whole 
of the baggage was now put under the care of general Knyphau- 
fen’s divifion, that the rear divifion, under lord Cornwallis, which 
confifted of the flower of the Britith army, being difincumbered, 
might be ready to a& with vigour, as cireumftances fhould require. 
This arrangement being made, general Knyphaufen’s divifion, con- 
fitting of the German troops, the yagers excepted, and the fecond 
battalion of light infantry, with the baggage, marched in purfuance 
of orders at break of day on the twenty-eighth of June, whilit the 


other divifion, with which the commander in chief remained, did 


not 
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not move till near eight, that it might not prefs too clofe upon the 
baggage, which was fo enormous as to occupy a line of march of 
near twelve miles in extent. But fcarcely had the rear-guard of the 
Britifh army defcended from the heights of Freehold, into a plain 
of three miles in length and one in breadth, when the advanced 
corps of the American army was feen approaching, and foon after- 
wards defcending into the plain from the fame heights which the 
Britith army had juft before quitted. About the fame time intelli- 
gence was brought that large columns of the enemy were feen march- 
ing on both flanks. This intelligence confirmed the Britifh general 
in his firft opinion, that the defign of the enemy was upon his 
baggage; and as that was now engaged in defiles which would con- 
tinue for a confiderable diftance, no other mode of affording relief 
to general Knyphaufen’s divifion appeared to him fo eligible as that of 
making a vigorous attack upon the corps which appeared in his rear, 
and, if fuccefsful, of preffling it fo clofely, that the detachments fent 
forward on his flanks might be recalled to its afliftance. A difpo- 
{ition was accordingly made for commencing the attack in the plain; 
but before it could be carried into execution the provincials retired, 
and took poft on the high ground from which they had before de- 
{fcended. This was a ftrong pofition: But it was neceflary to at- 
tempt fomething decifive for the relief of the baggage, and orders 
being given for the Britifh troops to afcend the heights, the attack 
was made with fo much fpirit, that the provincials were quickly 
obliged to give way. ‘Their fecond line, which was alfo ftrongly 
pofted, now prefented itfelf to view. Here the refiftance was 
greater ; but notwithftanding the heat of the day, which was ex- 
treme, the Britifh troops, fatigued as they were, advanced to the 
eharge with fo much order, firmnefs, and intrepidity, that their fuc- 
cefs in this fecond attack was not lefs complete than in the firft. The 
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C aa provincials now fled on all fides; when, in this critical moment, 

» general Wafhington coming up with the main body of his army, 

we ee Sy es an took poffeffion of fome ftrong ground behind a defile, over which 
he Britifh troops muft neceflarily pafs in purfuit of the fugitives 5 


Cederol Err barke Pe 
at Pulau tetplia od “aoand by his timely arrival, and the judicious pofition which he took, 


mse Bork foe ee a ea faved his advanced corps from total ruin. Already part of 
a centintd Lo otsety Pe _ the fecond Britith line had moved to the front, and occupied fome 

agi se 5 ft flank of th hich was a@tuall db 
DFA 2D ice) tonkd 60 ‘round upon theleft flank of the enemy,w ich was actually turned by 
BD heey LA for ra the light-infantry and queen’s rangers; but the Britith general having 
in confequence of the difficulty 


atvies ferot Watheglr of the defile, the impoffibility of attacking them in front with any 


Ise Zp 
nt oe Sega pais yore. profpect of fuccefs, and being alfo confident that the end was eained 
Jen A VEZ 4 ont tinh He hOt which the attack had been’ made, recalled his victorious troops, 


and frebehYy ready to fink under the heat and fatigue of the day, and retiring to 
ipl 110 7 itnt barr the advantageous pofition where the firft attack had been made, fuf- 
Z ED ae ee them to reft till ten in the evening; when he refumed his 


OS aaa ne og oo ZZ» march to join general Knyphaufen’s divifion with the baggage, car= 


ie fie, 
ey ae Zz PO SNY DD ree uk his wounded along with him, except fuch as could not with 
the Lake’ — _ £ iswet fafety be moved. Some attempts had been made upon the baggage 


oe Cee ve Dae the enemy’s light troops, which were quickly repelled through 
Gag Gs F v the able difpofition made by general _Knyphaufen for its fecurity 3 


hey od 


| \ i hectoraifh urecctot se an the two brigades of the enemy which had been fent forward on 


2 this fervice, one on each flank, were foon recalled, in confequence 
Mani, vet We aid tie of the events which happened in the rear. In the different engage- 


| Ee here! - ments of this day, the whole lofs of the Britifh army in killed, 
.- Gusto te Ere “wounded, miffing, and thofe who died of fatigue, amounted to 
ia erage es hundred and fifty-eight men, including twenty officers. 


wa 4G a SG ETE 
oe. t aud add Amongit the flain the officer of ereatelt note was the honourable 


es ge ; Caeteairs oF;- wtenant-colonel Monckton, who fell at the head of the fecond 
os Whe es eee “battalion of grenadiers, ereatly and defervedly lamented: And fuch | 


ij Ges gfe Ca CtaLAA Ad Beratna ot oon LE t au eB tts was. 
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was the extreme heat of the day, that three ferjeants, and fifty-fix 
men, dropped dead without a wound. Colonel Monckton had been 
feleted for the hazardous duty to which he was this day appointed, 
on account of the cool intrepidity of his chara@er. By his military 
qualities, and amiable virtues, he acquired the efteem and the affec- 
tion of both the officers and the men. ‘Thefe paid the moft marked 
tribute of refpe& to his memory. During the confufion of a dan- 
gerous cannonade, the battalion in parties relieved each other, until, 
with their bayonets (being deftitute of more proper tools), they 
perfected a grave, where they laid the body of their beloved com- 
manding officer, placing over it with their hands the earth they had 
moiftened with their tears. 

The lofs of the Americans exceeded, by a little, that of the Bri- 
tith army ; for, according to their own accounts, it amounted to 
three hundred and fixty-one men, including thirty-two officers. 

The events of this day were celebrated by the provincials as a vic- 


‘tory ; but with what juftice the particulars which we have related 


will ferve to fhew. And, independently of thefe, it is apparent that 
general Wafhington had, in this day’s engagement, received fuch a 
check as determined him to draw off his troops towards the North 
River, and moleft his retreating enemy no farther, Wathington, in 
his public letter, fays that he lay clofe to the Britith army after the 
action ; but that it went off in fuch filence, as to give no alarm of its 
retreat to the Americans. This filence, however, it is well known, 
met with one interruption ; for, juft as the Britifh were beginning 
to move, fome horfes or cattle were ftraggling through a wood, and 
a battalion of light-infantry, taking them for the enemy, began a 
fire upon them, which continued for five minutes: But general 
Wathington dates his letter to Lee, on that fame night, from Eng- 


lifh Town, three miles from the field of battle. 
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The conduct of general Lee on this day, which was fo feverely 
was worthy of 
applaufe and admiration. He had been betrayed acrofs fome nar- 
row pafles of a marfh by the perfuafion that he had to deal with a 
rear-guard of only two or three battalions. When he fuddenly per- 
ceived fix thoufand men, including the Britifh light-infantry and 
he retired with, fuch quicknefs 
he had repaffed the marth te- 


Had he, in expectation of 


prenadiers, forming to receive him, 
of decifion, though not attacked, that 
fore our line was in readinefs to move. 
fupport, maintained his ground on the plain, until the Britifh had 
attacked him, he muft have been overpowered, and would not have 
had any retreat. On the other hand, the condua of the com- 
manders in chief of the contending armies, though each of them 
claimed a victory, was made the fubject of animadverfion. Why, it 
was afked, did general Clinton encumber himfelf with fo enormous a 
train of baggage mi was his objet, did 
he halt the army, without being fatigued by long marches, for two 
days at Freehold ¥ 

unication with the fleet as quickly as poffible ; as it was of Wath- 


Why, when a rapid retreat 


It was undoubtedly his bufinefs to gain a com- 


2Lh6 Lozcthl 4 Jp7 arr Case AK 
Jig, a. ington again to cut ‘t off. At no time on the march did general 


C. 


a 
es 


Clinton fhew any other difpofition than that of retreating to New 
York. General Wafhington’s caution is therefore cenfurable. He 
ought to have attacked {fo encumbered an army with all his light 
contended, in fuch favourable 
circumftances, for ultimate victory. The check that the advanced 
guard of the American army fuftained did not, it was faid, appear 
declination of all farther attempts again{t 


troops, and, in fpite of partial defeats, 


to be fo great as to juftify a 
the Britifh army, even at that very time. 
frefh and untired troops, he fhould 
Had he 


fucceeded, 


Having come up with 
the main body of his army, 
have endeavoured to turn one of general Clinton’s flanks. 
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fucceeded, that part of the Britith army muft have been deftroyed, 
as, immediately after quitting the plain, any regular mode of retreat 
| would have been impraticable; for, on one fide, the road was com- 
manded by a pine barren precipice; while below, on the other, it 
was frightfully interfected and cut up by frequent gullies and ravines. 
Thefe, continued on both fides for five or fix miles, precluded the 
action of flanking parties, at the fame time that the fummit of the 
precipice, open to an affailing army, would have poured eafy de- 
ftruction on a retreating enemy. Succefs in this quarter would have 


fecured equal fuccefs on the part of the army that was encumbered 
with baggage. 


let col 


And to all thefe circumftances, fo much in favour 
of the American general, was added the almoft immediate appearance 
of a French fleet on the coaft of America. 

| Yet, in fuch a conjuncture of affairs, it was obferved the Britith 
general rifked, and even courted an a€tion, while the American fuf- 
| fered the important occafion to pafs by, when he might have termi- 
nated the war by one great and decifive effort. 

The Britifh army proceeded on its march, until, the baggage hav- 
ing reached Sandy Hook, there was no farther apprehenfion for its 
fecurity. The fleet from the Delaware was there ready to receive if: 
and whilft preparations were making, by a bridge of boats, for tranf- 
porting the troops acrofs an inlet of the fea which feparates Sandy 
| Hook from the continent, fir Henry Clinton, with the army, lay 
| encamped at the diftance of fome miles in the country, eagerly ex- 25> Lscnte fhe 
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| give him battle. But Wathington was, by this time, on his march 


to the North River; and the Britith general having remained for two 
days in this fituation, without feeing any thing of the provincials, 
proceeded from thence to Sandy Hook, where the army was em- 


barked on the fifth of July, and the fame ey landed at New York. 
It 
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Cc oe P. Tt may be mentioned as a fo in natural hiftory, but not uncon~ 
= netted with this narrative, that the peninfula of Sandy Hook, by: 

1778. : . . 
The Britith the ftorms of the preceding winter, had been converted into an 
BONO Cote ifland, which made it neceflary to pafs the troops acrofs the channel 
Joly. by a floating bridge. The queen’s rangers, who formed the rear 
guard when the bridge was broken wp, embarked from the Jerfey 


fide in boats. 
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The French Fleet fets fail from Toulon to North America—Thither 
alfo a Britifb Fleet fets fail under Vice-Admiral B yron—The Count 
D’Eftaing, miffing the Britifo Army in Philadelphia, comes to an 
Anchor off New York—The Harbour of this Place defended by a 
fmall Fleet, under Lord Howe—DEftaing fets fail to the South- 
qward—but changes his Courfe, and arrives at Rhode Iland—<Ame- 
rican Preparations for an Attempt on Rhode Iand—fruftrated— 
Naval Operations—Lord Howe refigns the Command of the Fleet 
to Admiral Gambier. 


HE French, as foon as they had determined to take an open 

and active part in behalf of the revolted colonies, began im- 
mediately to arm by fea. At Toulon they equipped a fleet of twelve 
fhips of the line and fix frigates; which, with a confiderable num- 
ber of troops on board, failed from thence on the thirteenth of 
April, under the command of the count D’Eftaing; but from ad- 
verfe winds, did not pafs the ftraits of Gibraltar till the fifteenth of 
May. 

The Britith miniftry, who were not unapprized of this equip- 
ment, got ready a fleet of an equal number of fhips, the command 
of which was given to vice-admiral Byron. ‘With this fleet the ad- 
miral left Portfmouth on the twentieth of May, and proceeding to 
Plymouth, finally failed from thence on the ninth of June, after 
fuch advices had been received as no longer left it doubtful that the 
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Toulon fquadron was bound to North America. 'Thefe advices were 
brought by captain Sutton of the Proferpine, who, from the ftraits 
of Gibraltar, had followed the French fleet for ninety leagues on its 
paflage. The count D’Eftaing, thus poflefled of the advantage of 
being firft at fea, proceeded on his paflage, and arrived on the coaft 
of Virginia on the fifth of July, the fame day on which the Britith 
army had embarked at Sandy Hook. He probably expected to 
have found that army in Philadelphia, and lord Howe’s fleet in the 
Delaware: And had he found them in this fituation, it is not ealy 
to determine what might have been the confequence of a joint ope- 
ration between him and general Wathington. Some have thought 
that the fate of both the Britifh fleet and army would have been 
periloufly critical ; whilft others, lefs prone to defpondence, have 
maintained with much confidence, that nothing was to be appre- 
hended by either, fo long as their provifions lafted; of which they 
had a fufficient ftock to enable them to hold out till the arrival of 
admiral Byron. 

The count D’Eftaing, difappointed in his firft obje&t by the eva- 
cuation of Philadelphia, of which he received intelligence whilft he 
lay off the mouth of the Chefapeak, coafted along the American 
{hore to the northward, and on the eleventh of July in the evening 
came to an anchor off New York, with an apparent defign of at- 
tempting to enter the harbour. 

The naval force under lord Howe, although much inferior to the 
fleet under the count D’Eftaing, was neverthelefs refpetable; the 
fhips being well manned, and moft ably officered. It confifted of 
fix thips of the line, and four of fifty guns, with a number of 
frigates and fmaller veflels : And, intelligence of the count D’Eftaing’s 
approach having been received fome days before he came in fight, a 
mafterly difpofition of this force, for the defence of the harbour, had 


already: been made under the immediate direction of the admiral, 
whofe. 
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whofe exertions were moft nobly feconded by the univerfal ardour © 1-4 P. 


which prevailed not only in the navy, army, and tranfport. fervice, 
but amongft all ranks and claffes of people at New York, who ran 
sn crowds to offer their fervice as volunteers. A Britifh fleet blocked 
up in one of its own ports was fuch a phenomenon as filled them 
with indignation. 

For fome time after the count D’Eftaing came to an anchor the 
wind was unfavourable to the execution of his fuppofed intention 5 
but on the twenty-fecond of July it changed to the eaftward, and 
the French fleet were feen getting under way. ‘The long-meditated 
attack, it was now fuppofed, was inftantly to be made; and fo con- 
fident were all, that it would prove abortive in confequence of the 
preparations made for defence, that the critical moment which was 
to decide, not only the fate of the Britifh fleet, but of the army, was 
waited for with impatience. But the count D’Eftaing, to their great 
difappointment, as foon as his fhips had weighed anchor, inftead of 
attempting to enter the harbour, made fail to the fouthward, and was 
foon out of fight. Whether he ever ferioufly intended to make an 
attempt upon the harbour of New York, but, after reconnoitring 
its fituation, with the difpofitions made for defence, relinquifhed the 
defign as impracticable ; or whether his appearing before that har- 
bour was only a feint to draw the attention of the Britifh com- 
manders from the place where his attack was really intended; is un- 
certain: But after quitting New York, and ftanding to the fouth- 
ward, as far as the mouth of the Delaware, he changed his courfe, 
and fteered direétly for Rhode Ifland, before which he arrived on 
the twenty-ninth of July. Here at leaft it was foon obvious that he 
meditated a real attack, in which general Sullivan, with a detach- 
ment from Wafhington’s army, and a force collected from the neigh- 
bouring country of New England, was to co-operate, 
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The expulfion of the Britith troops from Rhode Hland had been 
in the contemplation of the provincials for feveral months paft. In 
the {pring of this year general Sullivan was fent to take the com- 
mand in its neighbourhood, and made preparations for invading it. 
To thefe preparations major-general fir Robert Pigott, who com- 
manded at Rhode Ifland, was not inattentive; he readily perceived 
their object, and in order to retard them, projected about the end of 
May two different enterprifes into Providence Plantation ; one con- 
dudted by lieutenant-colonel Campbell of the twenty-fecond, and the 
other by major Eyre, of the fifty-fourth regiment, both of which 
were fuccefsfully executed. In the firft, under lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell, feveral houfes at Briftol and Warren, filled with military 
and naval ftores, fome gallies and armed floops, and one hundred 
and twenty-five boats, many of them fifty feet long, which had 
been colleéted or built on the Hickamué river, for the purpofe of 
the invafion, were burnt and deftroyed; and eighteen pieces of 
ordnance, moft of them of heavy metal, were rendered unfervice- 
able. And in the laft expedition under major Eyre, a large quan- 
tity of boards, plank, and other materials for fhip-building, were 
burnt. 

The loffes fuftained by the provincials in thefe expeditions re- 
tarded their preparations fo much, that when the count D’Eftaing 
arrived off Rhode Ifland they were not in readinefs for co-operation ; 
and for the prefent he contented himfelf with ftationing two of his 
frigates in the Seaconnet Paflage on the eatft, and two of his line-of- 
battle fhips in the Narraganfet Paflage on the weft fide of the ifland, 
to interrupt the communications of the earrifon, whilft, with the 
remainder of his feet, he anchored off Brenton’s Ledge, at the 
fouth-eaft end of the ifland,in a fituation open to the fea, In this po- 


(ition he remained until the eighth of Auguft, when, every thing being. 
im 
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in readinefs on the part of the provincials, he entered the harbour © HAF: 


with his fleet, receiving and returning the fire from feveral batteries -~—~ 
as he pafled them, and came to an anchor between Newport and Lay 
Conanicut. Upon the firft appearance of the French fleet at Rhode 
Ifland, a difpatch-boat was fent to New York with intelligence of 
this; and on the fixth of Auguft lord Howe, after being detained 
for four days by contrary winds, put to fea with the Britifh fleet, 
| which was now increafed to eight line-of-battle fhips, five fhips of 
fifty guns, two of forty-four guns, and four frigates, with three 
| fire-fhips, two bombs, and a number of fmaller veffels. With this 
| force his lordfhip appeared in fight of Rhode Ifland on the morning 
| of the ninth of Auguft, and after having communicated with the 
garrifon, and informed himfelf exaétly of the fituation of the French 
fleet, came to an anchor the fame evening off Point Judith, which 
forms the entrance on the fouth-weft fide into the great bay, or 
bafon of water which encompaffes Rhode Ifland, and the other 
{maller iflands adjacent. If any advantage could have been gained 
by finding the count D’Eftaing in a confined fituation, where his 
| large hips could not a& with freedom, and where they were alfo 
| liable to be annoyed by the batteries from the fhore, it was loft by 
the Britifh admiral’s coming to an anchor fo far to the fouthward, 
| and at fuch a diftance from the mouth of the harbour: For on the 
| following morning, the wind having changed to the north-eaft, the 
French admiral embraced this opportunity of failing out of the har- 
bour, with all his fhips, and forming them in order of battle as they 
came out, bore down upon the Britifh fleet. The Britifh admiral, 
for the prefent, thought it prudent to decline an engagement, and 
ranging his fhips in order of battle, ftood to the fouthward, in the 
hope that a fhift of wind might enable him to gain the weather- 


gage. Thus arranged, and thus relatively fituated, the two fleets 
| continued in fight of each other for two days; when the Britith 
admiral, 
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C H AP. admiral, defpairing of a change of wind, and having failed in 


_—— his endeavours to gain the weather-gage, now waited, to lee- 


ward, the approach of the enemy, with a determination to 
engage; but, about this time, the wind frefhening into a 
tremendous ftorm, not only parted the two fleets from each 
other, but feparated and difperfed the individual fhips of each 
{quadron. The Britifh admiral, in the Apollo frigate, to which 
hip he had fhifted his flag from the Eagle, that he might be 
the better enabled to dire&t the operations of his fleet when in pro- 
{pect of an engagement, on the day on which the ftorm began, now, 
when the weather cleared up, found himfelf left with only fix fhips; 
and the Apollo having fuftained fo much damage in the ftorm as 
rendered it neceflary to fend her immediately into port, he again 
fhifted his fag to one of the other fhips, to endeavour to collect his 
{eattered fleet: But having in vain looked out for them for feveral 
days, he at length directed his courfe for Sandy Hook, which he 
reached on the feventeenth, and there found the reft of his f{quadron 
already at anchor. In his paflage thither, the Britifh admiral nar- 
rowly efcaped the French fleet, having come in fight of ten of their 
fhips, fome of them at anchor in the fea, about twenty-five leagues 
to the eaftward of Cape May. 

The feparation and difperfion of the two fleets gave occafion to 
the accidental meeting of fingle fhips, and produced engagements 
between them, which terminated fo much to the honour of Britith 
valour and feamanfhip, as to excite deep regret, that, after the 
Britith admiral had at laft determined to engage, the ftorm fhould 
have intervened to prevent the action. In the evening of the thir- 
teenth captain Dawfon, in the Renown, of fifty guns, fell in with 
the French admiral’s fhip, the Languedoc, of eighty-four guns, dif- 
mafted; and notwithftanding her great fuperiority of force, refolutely 
aflailed her with apparent advantage, until darknefs put an end to 

the 
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the engagement, which would have been renewed the following 
morning, had not the appearance of fix other fhips of the enemy’s 
fleet obliged the brave captain Dawfon to defift. The fame evening, 
a fimilar engagement happened between the Prefton of fifty guns, 
commanded by commodore Hotham, and the Tonant, a French fhip 
of eighty guns, with her main-maft only ftanding, the reft being 
carried away in the ftorm. The event of this engagement was fimi- 
lar to that of the former: It was bravely begun and fuftained by 


commodore Hotham, till darknefs put an end to it in the evening, 


and it could not be renewed in the morning, becaufe of the appear- 


ance of the reft of the French fleet. But the laft of the engage- 


ments, produced by this untoward occurrence, of fhips of difpro- 


portionate force, puts all naval calculation from weight of metal at 


utter defiance, and gives the palm to undaunted bravery and fuperior 


{kill and feamanthip. 


the Ifis, a fhip alfo of fifty guns, commanded by captain Raynor, 
fell in with the Cefar, a French thip of feventy-four guns, not dif- 


mafted nor injured by the ftorm, but capable of chafing, and bravely 


engaged her for an hour and a half with fuch advantage, that at the: 
end of this period the French fhip fheered off, and putting before the: 
wind, left the Ifis incapable of purfuing from the damage which fhe. 


had fuftained in her mafts, fails, and rigging. In other refpects her 


damage was inconfiderable, and only one man was killed and fifteen 


wounded: Whereas the French fhip had’ been. fo roughly handled, 
and fo much injured in her hull, that the was obliged to bear away 
for the harbour of Bofton to refit; and her killed and wounded, 
amounted to fifty, including in the latter her captain, the celebrated 


Bougainville, whofe arm was fhot away in the: action. If we rea- 
fon by analogy, thefe fpirited actions, thus nobly fuftained: againft 
fhips of fuch fuperior force, can leave no room: to doubt that, had 
the two fleets come to aétion on the day on.which an engagement 


In the afternoon of the fixteenth of Auguft. 


Wass 


he 


Crit, Ay Pa 
XXIII. 


1778. 


er Bey — 


32 


HISTORY OF THE 


C HA P. was expected, the event would have proved highly honourable to 


XXIII. 


_—~——~ the Britifh flag. Of the two fleets, the French appears to have fuf- 
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September. 


fered the moft by the ftorm, but both of them had fuftained confi- 
derable damage. The Britifh fhips which were difabled went into 
the harbour of New York to refit; and the French admiral, after 
colle@ing his thattered fquadron, bore away for the harbour of Bofton, 
in his paflage to which he again anchored off Rhode ifland, for the 
putpofe of communicating with the provincials, who had effected a 
landing upon that ifland the day before he failed out of the harbour. 
On this fecond vifit to Rhode Ifland he remained only one day, 
when he fhaped his courfe for Bofton. 

As foon as lord Howe’s {quadron, which was now further increafed 
by the arrival of the Monmouth, one of admiral Byron’s fleet, was 
fufficiently refitted, he put to fea with it again, hoping, from the intel- 
ligence which he had received of the motions of the French fleet, that 
he might be able to reach the bay of Bofton before it; but in this 
hope he was difappointed. -Upon his entering that bay, on the 
thirtieth of Auguft, he found the French fleet already in the har- 
bour, and fo well fecured by lying within certain points of land, on 
which batteries had been erected to cover and command the an- 
chorage ground, that all attempts againft them, in this fituation, ap- 
peared impracticable. Having advanced to the mouth of the har- 
bour, and reconnoitred their pofition, he determined to quit the 
bay of Bofton, and proceed to the relief of Rhode Ifland; but that 
ifland being evacuated by the provincials before his arrival, and his 
affiftance in that quarter no longer being neceflary, he returned with 
the fleet to New York, towards the middle of September. During 
his abfence fix more fhips of admiral Byron’s {quadron had arrived at 
that port ; and as, in confequence of thefe arrivals, the Britifh naval 
force in America was now unqueftionably fuperior to the fleet under 
the count D’Eftaing, and would be fill farther increafed by the ar- 


rival 
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rival of admiral Byron, in the Princefs Royal, who was daily ex- © HA P. 
pected from Halifax, his lordthip thought this a proper moment for. W-—~— q 
availing himfelf of the leave which he had fome time before obtained Loni Gew "7 
of retiring from the American ftation, on account of his health ; enone 


and, refigning the command of the fleet to admiral Gambier, took the fleet to 


his departure for England. 


fee ee ASd Geer he great co oe Zio Fe 


ome A bare loan Lo JSG, er, Li Gee int nae or ab dire oy wl ah 


Vor. IE. 


0 Love couezens VO lacregt phe se, oe Bes D3 G7 lo eS 2) S 
fee an BE oer cae poy Hepes es DH: bert gle’ ya, : 


CO? sex cows CAMEO Kanes 8 mes Form eee Pr pies oad, pees Pee gs Be bbs ire) coeeee i : 
Laue Mu CCecolol DhtaSae ABO mile W 05-0 ctl Hisaw Bf cask ee s 


XXIII. 


Lord Howe 
command of 


admiralGam- 
bier. 


A Caer Lars 


34 x 


Cun ALE. 


XXIV. 
en araeed 
1778. 


IIS TOR DUO ee 


fer Agden LN 


A particular Account of the Progrefs and Tue of the American ,At= 


tempt on-Rhode-dfland, already. generally. mentionete 7 


* hm. 


Ne our attention hitherto has 
more momentous operations 0 
vafion’ of Rhode Hland by “the provincials has only been inci- 
dentally mentioned, we fhall now briefly relate’ the progrefs and 
flue of that invafion, ‘which wetld nét have Been undertaken ‘but 
in the profpe& of a co-operation from the count D’Eftaing, 
which was abandoned as foon as that profpect was with- 
revioufly to the arrival of the French fieet, Rhode Iland 
was fufficiently protected againft an invafion from the provincials, by 
the garrifon which was placed in it, and by the frigates and other 
fmaller veflels of war which were rationed round it for its fecurity : 
and foon after the arrival of the French fleet upon the American 
coalt, the garrifon was reinforced with five battalions under general 
Prefcot ; for it was forefeen that, if the French fleet fhould appear 
before it, the Britifh naval force ftationed there would be rendered 
ineffective, and the fecurity of the place muft, for a time at leatt, 
depend chiefly upon the ftrength of the garrifon. ‘The event jufti- 
fied this precaution ; for as {oon as the count D’Eftaing had detached 
two of his line-of-battle fhips into the Narraganfet Paffage, and as 
many frigates into the Seaconnet Paflage, the retreat of fuch of the 


British fhips as were advanced beyond them was cut off; They 
I could 


f the two fleets, and the in- 


and 
drawn. 


been occupied in detailing the* 
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could neither pnt to fea nor return to the harbour of Newport; an 
in order to prevent them from falling into the hands of the French, 
were difmantled and burnt*. Sir Robert Pigott, too, being threat- 
ened with a defcent in feveral quarters at the fame time, was obliged, 
notwithftanding his reinforcement, to withdraw his out-pofts, and 
concentrate his force in an intrenched camp in the neighbourhood 
of Newport. Thus all the north part of the ifland*was_necellarily 
left unguarded; and there the provincials, under general Sullivan, 
fuppofed to amount to ten thoufand men, effected a landing on the 
ninth of Auguft, the day after the count D’Eftaing had entered the 
harbour of Newport. They did not, however, make their appear- 
ance before the Britith lines till the fourteenth, when, taking poflef- 
fion of Honeyman’s Hill, they began to conftrua batteries, form 
lines of communication, and make regular approaches, which were 
continued without intermiffion until the morning of the twenty-fixth. 
But the re-appearance of the French fleet, in its fhattered and dif- 
abled condition after the ftorm, and its final departure for the har- 
bour of Bofton to refit, threw a fatal damp upon the fpirits of the 
men who compofed general Sullivan’s army. Great part of it con- 
fitted of volunteers: And thefe, difheartened by the departure of 
the French fleet, returned home in fuch numbers, three thoufand of 
them having gone off in the courfe of one day, that, according ta 
the American accounts, the force which at laft remained did not 
greatly exceed that of the Britith garrifon. General Sullivan’s army 
being thus weakened by defertion, he faw the impoflibility of fuc- 


* Britith Ships deftroyed at Rhode Ifland, to prevent them from falling into the Hands of 


the French: 
Juno 32 guns, burnt. Cerberus 32 guns, burnt. 
Lark ditto ditto. Falcon 18 guns, funk, 
Orpheus ditto ditto. King’s Fifher 16 guns, burnt, 


Flora ditto funk. 
ceedings 
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ceeding, and took meafures for effecting a retreat. Orders were dif- 
patched to repair and ftrengthen the works in his rear, upon the north 
part of the ifland, and alfo. at Briftol and Tiverton upon the conti- 
nent: Such parts of his heavielt baggage as could be fpared were 
fent off; and every previous preparation that was neceilary being 
made, he began his retreat in the night of the twenty-eighth of 
Auguft. By evacuating his works in the night, general Sullivan 
gained a march of feveral hours, unperceived by the Britith army, 
and by pofting his light troops on various eminences in his line of 
march, and leaving them behind him with orders to fkirmifh with 
the Britifh troops as they advanced, and then retire, he was enabled 
to make good his retreat with the main body of his army, his ar- 
tillery and baggage, to a commanding fituation at the north end of 
the ifland; which, as we have feen, he had previoufly ftrengthened 
with fome additional works, for the purpofe of covering his retreat. 
Day-light in the morning of the twenty-ninth difcovered to fir 
Robert Pigott the retreat of the enemy ; and a purfuit being in- 
{tantly ordered, the whole day was fpent in {kirmifhes, in which the 
covering parties of the provincials were fucceflively driven from the 
different pofts occupied by them, until they fell back upon the main 
body of their army, by this time encamped on the advantageous 
eround already mentioned. ‘Thefe fkirmifhes were terminated by a 
fharp action in front of the American encampment, obftinately 
maintained for half an hour, at the end of which the troops engaged 
on both fides were withdrawn. The lofs of the provincials in 
killed, wounded, and mifling, during the various engagements of 
this day, amounted to two hundred and eleven men, including 
officers; and fo obftinately did they difpute the ground with their 
purfuers, that the lofs of the Britith troops was not much inferior. 
The latter were now, intheir turn, become the affailants, and during 


the following day preparations were made for attacking the provin- 
5 cials 
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cials in their encampment; but, in the evening of that day, general © HA P. 


Sullivan, after having purpofely exhibited every appearance of an 
intention to maintain his ground, filently ftruck his tents as foon as 
it was dark, and withdrew his troops unperceived; which, with the 
help of the numerous boats that attended upon him, were, in a few 
hours, tranfported acrofs the channel to the continent. His artillery 
and baggage had been pafled over during the preceding day. 
Fortunately for the provincials, fir Henry Clinton, who was 
haftening with four thoufand men to the relief of Rhode Hland, was 
detained for fome days by contrary winds in his paflage through the 
Sound, otherwife the retreat of general Sullivan and his army would 
in all probability have been cut off. Even after all the delays which 
occurred, fir Henry Clinton arrived at Rhode land the day after it 
was evacuated. 
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Difcontents and Clamours in the American States—Riots between the 
American and French Seamen at Bofien—and at Charlefown, 
South Carolina—Expedition to Buzzard 5 Bay—LExpeditions againfe 
Little Egg Harbour, a noted Rendezvous for Privateers—The 
Weather ibis Summer uncommonly boifterous in the Atlantic Ocean— 
Difperfion and Fate of the Fleet under Admiral Byron—The Ad- 
miral firuggles in vain againft adverfe Fortune—The Count 
D’Eftaing fets fail to the Weft Indies. 


HIE total failure of the expedition againft Rhode Ifland occa- 
fioned great murmuring throughout the American continent, 
particularly amoneft the inhabitants of the northern ftates, who were 
moft interefted, and hadin a more efpecial manner exerted themfelves 
to promote its fuccefs. In thefe ftates the clamours of the people 
were loud againft the count D’Eftaing, for deferting them in the midft 
of an expedition which he knew was undertaken only in confequence 
of his promife of co-operation. Thefe murmurings the governing 
powers prudently endeavoured to fupprefs, that they might not give 
offence to their new allies; but they were neverthelefs, in part, the 
caufe of a dangerous riot that happened at Bofton, between the 
American and French feamen ; in which feveral of the latter were 
feverely wounded. Nearly about the fame time, too, a fimilar riot 
happened at Charleftown, in South Carolina, between the fame 


clafles of people, but more fatal in the effects, as fome lives on both 
fides 
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fides were loft. Indeed, the manners of the people were yet fo 
little affimilated, that a cordial agreement could {carcely be expected. 
At both thofe places, however, means were fallen upon to appeafe 
the tumults, and great pains were taken to give fatisfaGtion to .the 
French, whom, at this early flage of the connexion, it would have 
been highly imprudent to difguit. 

Sir Henry Clinton, having been difappointed in cutting off the 
retreat of the provincials from Rhode Ifland, returned with the fleet 
of tran{ports towards New York, as far as New London; at which 
place he propofed making a defcent, for the purpofe of deftroying 
a number of privateers, which, rendezvoufing at this port, greatly 
infefted that part of the trade to New York which paffed through the 
Sound. But as he approached the mouth of the river which, pafling 
by New London, empties itfelf into the Sound, the wind became 
unfavourable, and prevented the fleet from entering: And as the 
appearance of the weather indicated a continuance of the fame un- 
favourable wind, the commander in chief here left the fleet, and 
continued his paflage to New York, having firft given orders to 
major-general, now fir Charles Grey, upon whom the command of 
the troops on board the tranfports now devolved, to proceed to the 
eaftward upon a fimilar expedition in Buzzard’s Bay. | 

The objet of this expedition was to deftroy the privateers upon 
the Acufhnet river in Plymouth county in New England, together 
with a number of prizes which they had lately taken ; and never was 
a fervice more effe€tually performed. The fleet of tranfports hav- 
ing proceeded to the eaftward with a fair wind, landed the troops on 
the banks of the Acufhnet river at fix in the evening of the fifth of 
September. And fuch was the rapidity of the execution, that by 
noon of the next day they were all re-embarked, having, in the 
mean time, burnt and deftroyed all the fhipsinthe whole extent of the 
river, amounting to more than feventy fail, They alfoburnt at Bedford 
and 
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Cc ee P. and Fairhaven, the one of thefe towns fituated on the weft, and 

eee the other on the eaft fide of the river, a number of ftorehoufes | 

it 7 filled with provifions, merchandife, naval and warlike ftores, and | 

és a the cargoes of the prize-fhips, with feveral wharfs, and two large | 
CTE. rope-walks. They alfo difmaniled and burnt, on the eaft fide of the | 

1 a 2 river, an inclofed fort mounting eleven pieces of heavy cannon, with ' 

@ \ | a magazine, and barracks for two hundred men *: This fervice being 

: performed with the lofs of only one man killed, four wounded, 
| and fixteen miffing, in exchange for whom fixteen perfons were | 


brought from Bedford. The troops being re-embarked, the fleet 
proceeded to the ifland called Martha’s Vineyard, where they alfo 
took or burnt feveral veffels, deftroyed a falt-work, and obliged the 
inhabitants to deliver up their arms, and furnifh a contribution of ten 
thoufand fheep, and three hundred oxen; and with this feafonable 
fupply of provifions the fleet returned to New York f. 
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* Veflels, Stores, &c. deftroyed on Acufhnet River, the 5th of September 1778, by the 
Troops under, Major General Grey- 


i 
‘ 


& fail of large fhips, from 200 to 300 tons burden, moft of them prizes. 

6 armed veffels, from ro to 16 guns. 

A number of floops and fchooners, amounting in all to 70, befides whale-boats and others.. 

26 ftore-houfes at Bedford, and feveral at M‘Pherfon’s Wharf, Cran’s Mills, and Faiv- 
haven, filled with rum, fugar, melailes, coffee, tobacco, cotton, tea, medicines, gunpowder, 
fail-cloth, cordage, &c. 

Two large rope walks. 

13 pieces of ordnance deftroyed at the fort, the magazine blown up, and the platform and 


barracks for zcq men burnt. 


+ Vellels, Stores, &c. taken or deftroyed by the Troops under Major General Grey, at Falmouth, 
in the Vineyard Sound, and at the Iland of Martha’s Vineyard. 


At Falmouth, 2 foops and a {chooner taken, and one floop burnt. 
Ne At Martha’s Vineyard, one brig of 150 tons, and one {chooner of 70 tons burden, burnt; 
gnd four other veflels with 23 whale-boats, taken or deftroyed. 


A falt-work deflroyed, and a confiderable quantity of falt taken, 
388 fland 
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Another expedition was foon afterwards planned againft Little Egg 
Harbour, on the eaft coaft of New Jerfey, which was alfo a noted 
rendezvous for privateers. -The vicinity of this, otherwife infigni- 
ficant, little port, to that tra&t of the fea through which veflels 
ufually pafs either in entering or coming from the harbour of New 
York to the fouthward, rendered it a moft convenient fituation for 
annoying the trade of that place; and on that account the expedi- 
tion againft it became an object of fome confideration. To favour 
the fuccefs of this, as well as to procure forage, and open the coun- 
try on both fides of the North River, for the admiflion of provi+ 
fions, the army was put in motion, ‘The firft divifion, under lord 
Cornwallis, advancing on the weit fide of the North River into the 
country of New Jerfey, took a pofition between that river and New- 
Bridge, on the Hackinfack, the right of this divifion extending to 
the North River, and the left to the Hackinfack ; whilft general 
Knyphaufen, with the other divifion of the army, took a parallel 
pofition on the eaft fide of the North River, his left reaching to that 
river at Wepperham, and his right to the Brunx. From the rela- 
tive fituations of the two divifions feparated from each other only 
by the North River, the whole, by means of the flat-bottomed 
boats, could have been affembled on either fide of the river in lefs 
than twenty-four hours; whereas general Wafhington, from not 
having the command of that river, could not have affembled his 
Senfible of thefe difadvantages, and 
probably forefeeing that this advanced pofition of the Britifh army 


troops in lefs than ten days. 


was only a temporary movement, he did not attempt to draw his 


388 ftand of arms taken, with bayonets, pouches, flints, fome gunpowder, and a quantity 
of lead. 
300 oxen, and 10,000 fheep. 


roool. fterling in paper, the amount of a tax collected in Martha’s Vineyard by the au- 


thority of the congrefs, was received of the colleGor. 
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\ ae fine as much as poffible the operations of the Britifh foragers. One 
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of thefe detachments was in front of lord Cornwallis’s divifion, and 
occupied the villages of Old and New Taapan; a regiment of light- 
horfe, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Baylor, being quartered at 
the firft of thefe places, and a body of militia at the other. Intel- 
ligence of their pofition having been received, a plan was laid by | 
lord Cornwallis for cutting them off. _Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 
with the feventy-firft regiment, and the queen’s rangers from gene- 
ral Knyphaufen’s divifion, was to pafs the North River, and attack 
the provincials at New Taapan, whilft another column from lord 
Cornwallis’s divifion, led by major-general Grey, fhould advance on 
the left, and attack thofe at Old Taapan. By fome delay which oc-. 
curred in tranfporting lieutenant-colonel Campbell’s column acrofs 
the North River, the boats not having arrived in time, and by the 
intelligence carried to the enemy by fome deferters from this co- 
lumn, the provincials at New Taapan were alarmed in time to make 
their efcape. But the village of Old Taapan was fo completely fur- 
rounded in the night by the left column, under major-general Grey, 
whofe prompt execution and unrivalled fuccefs in enterprifes of this. 
nature had been the terror of the provincials ever fince the fur- 
prife of general Wayne, that very few of the regiment which was. 
quartered in it were able to make their efcape. The greateft part 
either fell victims to the carnage incident to the confufion and un- 
certainty of a nightly attack; or were fortunate to be made pri- 
foners; and amongft the latter was their commander, dangeroufly 
wounded. The regiment was entirely ruined; and the fuddennefs 
and feverity of this nightly enterprife ftruck fuch terror into the 
provincials that the Britifh foragers were not afterwards interrupted.. 
In the mean time, the fquadron deftined for Little Egg Harbour, 
failed from New York under the direCtion of captain Collins of the 
Ay Zebtas. 
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tilus, fome gallies, fmall armed veffels, and tranfports. 


This little fquadron confifted of the Zebra, Vigilant, Nau- 
On board 
the tranfports were embarked three hundred troops from the fifth 
regiment, and the New Jerfey volunteers, the whole under the com- 
mand of captain Patrick Fergufon, of the feventieth regiment, an 
active, zealous, and able officer, who, in this expedition, was en~ 
trufted with the conduct of the land fervice. Although this fqua- 
dron left New York on the thirtieth of September, it did not arrive 
off Little Ege Harbour till the fifth of Otober in the evening, on 
account of contrary winds; and in the mean time the country had 
been alarmed by receiving intelligence of the place of its deftination ; 
which gave an opportunity to four privateers to put to fea and make, 
their efcape, whilft the other veffels were carried up the river, as far 
as their draught of water would permit. As the commanders of 
this expedition learnt on their arrival at Little Egg Harbour that the 
country had been already alarmed, they determined to lofe no farther 
time in carrying it into execution. On the morning of the fixth, 
the wind ftill preventing the tranfports from entering the harbour, 
the troops were embarked on board the {maller veflels, which, with 
the row-gallies, proceeded about twenty miles up the river to a place 
called Chefnut Neck, where were feveral veflels, and a {mall village 
with ftore-houfes, for the reception of prize-goods. Here the pro- 
vincials had ereéted two batteries; one level with the water, and the 
other upon a commanding eminence; but neither of them yet 
mounted with artillery. Behind thefe batteries, and a breaft-work 
which they had alfo thrown up, they at firft made a formidable 
fhew of refiftance; but as foon as the troops were landed under 
The batteries, with the houfes and 


ftores, were immediately demolifhed by the troops, whilft the fea- 


cover of the row-gallies, fled. 


men fet on fire and burnt ten large prize fhips, which in confequence 
of the previous alarm had been fkuttled by the provincials, and 
G 2 
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CHA P. could not be brought off. It had been propofed to penetrate by the 
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i, fame river as far as a place called the Forks, the erand depot for 
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prize-goods, within thirty-five miles of Philadelphia; but informa- 
tion was now received that the militia in that part of the country 
were reinforced by a detachment of foot, a fmall train of artillery, 
and a corps of light-horfe ; and as, from the fhallownefs of the na- 
vigation, the troops. could not be farther accompanied by the row-gal- 
lies, it was determined to abandon this part of the enterprife as im- 
practicable. The troops were accordingly re-embarked, and proceeded 
down the river. In their paflage they were twice landed, and de- 
ftroyed three falt-works, and fome houfes and ftores belonging to 
perfons either concerned in fitting out privateers, or whofe activity in 
the caufe of America, and unrelenting perfecution of the loyalifts, 
marked them out as proper objeéts of vengeance. After the gallies 
and fmaller veflels had joined the fquadron in the harbour, they 
were prevented from putting to fea for fome days by contrary winds; 
and: during this interval an officer and fome privates, deferters from 
Pulafki’s American legion, having come on board, gave fuch an ac- 
count of the pofition of that corps, lying only at the diftance of 
twelve miles up the river, as fuggefted to the active and enterprifing 
mind of captain Fergufon the probability of furprifing it. Pulafki’s 
corps, confifting of three companies of foot, three troops of horfe, 
and a detachment of artillery, with one brafs field-piece, was quar- 
tered about a mile beyond a bridge, which captain Fergufon pro- 
pofed to.feize, for the purpofe of fecuring his retreat: And two 
miles beyond Pulafki’s.corps, lay a provincial colonel, with a detach- 
ment of artillery, fome field-pieces, and the militia of the country. 
Captain Fergufon having minutely informed himfelf of their fitua- 
tion, communicated his ideas to captain Collins; and it was agreed 
that the attempt fhould be made. At eleven at night, two hundred 
and fifty troops were embarked in the boats, which, rowing ten miles 
up. 
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up the river, landed them at four in the morning. The bridge being © nae P. 
| immediately fecured, and left under the guard of fifty men, the refi’ -—+—~ 
of the detachment pufhed forward, and furrounding the quarters of 
Pulafki’s infantry, cut them to pieces. Very few efcaped, and only 
five were made prifoners. The Americans themfelves numbered fifty 
that were flain, and amongft thefe three officers ; one of whom was 
| of rank; the baron de Bofe, a lieutenant-colonel. As this furprife 


was effected within two miles of a force fuperior in number to the 


| affailants, not only celerity of execution, but an immediate retreat, 
became neceflary, which, in confequence of the bridge having been 
previoufly fecured, was made with eafe and fafety.. ‘Phe troops were 
re-embarked without any other lofs than two men mifling, and one 
officer and two privates wounded; and as foon as the wind proved 
favourable.the fquadron returned to New York. 

The furprife of Baylor’s dragoons at Old Taapan, and that of 
Pulafki’s legion near Little Egg Harbour, both of which. happened 
nearly about the fame time, gave frefh occafton to the Americans to 
pour forth much virulent inveCtive againft the cruelty of the Britith 
troops. But whilft we admit the feverity of the execution on both 
| thefe occafions, candour requires us to add, that as both thofe attacks 
were made by furprife, and both in the night, and as the fuccefs of . } 
a furprife depends in a great meafure upon celerity of execution, it 
is impoffible, under fuch circumftances, for a commander, however 
humane, to prevent carnage. In the laft of thefe enterprifes, it is 
alfo to be remarked, that captain Fergufon’s foldiers were highly 
irritated by intelligence immediately before received from the de- 
ferters, that count Pulafki had given it out in public orders to his 
| legion, no longer to grant quarter to the Britifh troops. This in- 
telligence afterwards appeared to be falfe; but in the mean. time 
captain Fergufon’s foldiers ated under the impreffion. that. it. was. 
true ; and to his honour it is to be related, that although he did not 
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tempeltuous 
in the Atlan- 
tic ocean. 


Difperfion 
and fate of 
the fleet un- 
der admiral 


Byron. 
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fereen the guilty, he was careful to {pare the innocent. The dwell- 
ing of a perfecuting committee-man he razed to the ground, but 

_{aved from the flames the houfe of a peaceable, inoffenfive Quaker, 
although it contained part of the baggage and equipage of Pulafki’s 
legion, which it was an obje& to deftroy, and which he had not 
time to deftroy in any other way than by fetting fire to the houfe ; 
but the houfe, belonging to a peaceable man, was faved, and with it 
the baggage. } 

Before the fquadron from Little Fgg Harbour returned to New 
York, the. Britifh army was withdrawn from its forward pofition ; 
and in this quarter nothing material was undertaken or atchieved on 
cither fide during the remainder of the feafon. 

The weather, throughout the whole of this f{ummer, appears to 
have been uncommonly boifterous in the Atlantic ocean. From this 
caufe admiral Byron’s fleet, which failed from England on the ninth 
of June, to counteract the defigns of count D’Eftaing on the Ame- 
rican coaft, was not only delayed in its paflage, but was at length, on 
the third of July, difperfed and feparated by a ftorm. Some of the 
fhips arrived fingly at New York, in the manner we have already 
feen; and fix of them, under admiral Parker, having been fortunate 
enough to keep together, reached that port on the twenty-ninth of 
Auguft. But admiral Byron himfelf, in the Princefs Royal, which 
fhip was at laft left alone, after having made good his paflage within 
thirty leagues of Sandy Hook, came in fight of twelve {hips, on the 
eighteenth of Auguft, about ten miles to leeward of him, which, 
from their fignals, he at length difeovered to be the French fleet ; 

and as thefe fhips from their fituation equally obftructed his courfe to 
New York or to Rhode Ifland, he was obliged, by a neceflity of re- 
fitting, to bear away for Halifax; where he arrived on the twenty- 
(ixth of that month, and found the Culloden, another of his fleet, 


already in the harbour. Both thefe fhhips being refitted with the 
utmott 
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utmoft difpatch, he failed again on the fourth of September, and 
arrived at New York about the middle of that month. The fhips of 
his f{quadron which arrived there before him were fo fhattered and 
torn to pieces in the different ftorms they had encountered, that with 
all the difpatch that could be ufed they were not in readinefs to pro- 
ceed to fea till the eighteenth of OG&tober. On that day the admiral 
failed again in queft of the count D’Eftaing, but his il fortune ftill 
continued to perfecute him. Scarcely had he reached the bay of 
Bofton, when, on the firft of November, another tremendous ftorm 
arofe, drove his fhips out to fea, and fo difabled them that he was 
obliged to return to Rhode Ifland to refit, and leave the bay of Bofton 
unguarded. ‘The count D’Eftaing, whofe fhips were by this time 
completely refitted, embraced the favourable opportunity of putting 
to fea, which the departure of the Britifh fleet had given him; and 
leaving the harbour of Bofton on the third of November directed 
his courfe to the Weft-Indies. 


The admiral 
ftruggles in 

vain again{t 
adverfe for- 

tune. 


The count 
D’Eftaing 
fets fail to the 
Welk Indies. 
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Expedition to the Weft Indies under the Command of General Grant 
—The Britifh Commiffioners return to England—Review of their 
Proceedings—Expedition againft Georgia—Redullion of Savannab. 


cH A FP. HE. feafon for aétive operation between the two grand armies 
being now over, and no greater force being neceflary to be 
sags kept at New York, during the winter, than would be fufficient for 
the defence of the different pofts occupied by the Britifh troops; as 
{oon as admiral Byron had failed from thence for the bay of Bofton, 


a detachment of five thoufand troops w 
barkation, to proceed to the Weft Indies, under the command of 


Indies under general Grant. This force failed from Sandy Hook on the third of 


ih ° 
thecommand november. The tranfports were efcorted by a fquadron of fix fhips 


of general 
eran: of war, under the command of commodore Hotham. Towards the 
kation took place, the object 


end of the fame month another embar 
of which was the reduction of the province of Georgia. ‘The troops 
fent on this fervice were commanded by lieutenant-colonel Camp- 


bell, of the feventy-lirft regiment, and the naval force by commo- 

dore Hyde Parker. 

eve: About the time of the laft of thefe embarkations the Britifh com- 
Gnal leave of America, and failed for England. 


ae to miffioners took a 

land. 5 . : 

ar We fhall here, therefore, interrupt the thread of hoftile detail, for 
f their proceedings fubfe- 


the fake of giving a fummary account © 
quent to the anfwer of congrefs to their firft application. In that 
5 anf{wer, 


as put under orders for em- 


Expedition 
to the Weft 
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anfwer, the congrefs, as a preliminary to all negotiation, had re- 
quired either an explicit acknowledgment of the independence of 
America, or elfe that the Britith fleets and armies fhould be with- 
drawn: And even then they confined the extent of the negotiation 
to {ich an agreement asfhould not be inconfiftent with treaties already 
Although the Britith 
commiflioners, after receiving this anfwer, muft have been convinced 
that all farther attempts at negotiation with the congrefs muft be 
fruitlefs, they neverthelefs thought it neceflary to reply, that it might 
clearly appear to the world not to be owing to any backwardnefs in 
them, if the negotiation fhould not fucceed. In this reply, dated at 
New York the eleventh of July, they rejected the laft of the two alter- 
mative preliminaries, which regarded the withdrawing of the Britith 
fleets and armies, as entirely inadmiflible; not only for the fake of 
guarding againft the defigns of the natural enemy of Great Britain, 


fubfifting between them and foreign powers. 


but for the fafety of thofe who, in America, had taken an a@ive 
part in favour of the mother-country: And, with refpe& to the firft 
of the alternatives, they declared, that if. the congrefs, by the inde- 
pendence of America, meant no more than the entire privilege of the 
people of that continent to difpofe of their own property and to go- 
vern themfelves without any reference to Great Britain beyond what 
is neceflary to preferve an union of force for the fafety of the whole 
empire, fuch an independence had been already acknowledged. in 
the firft letter from the commiffioners.. They alfo reminded the 
congrefs that they had furnifhed that affembly with a copy of the 
powers under which they acted, and as a reciprocal mark of confi- 
dence they expected that the congrefs would make known to them 
the powers with which they were entrufted by their conftituents to 
contra alliances with foreign powers; and, as thefe alliances were 
to have an influence on the negotiation, fo they alfo expected copies 


of the treaties on which they were founded. . But the congrefs took 


no further notice of this fecond letter of the commiffioners, than 
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barely 
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journals, importing that no 


anfwer fhould be given to it; as neither of the preliminary condi~ 
tions upon which alone a negotiation could commence, had been yet 


complied with. 

General Burgoyne’s army being ftill ret 
violation of the convention under which it had furrendered, a re- 
monftrance on this fubje&t, bearing date the feventh of Auguft, was the 
paper addreffed to the congrefs by the Britifh commiflioners. 
. e feverity of the de- 


ained in captivity, in direct 


next 
In this remonftrance they complained with fom 
tention of thofe troops, demanded a free entrance for tranfports into 


the harbour of Bofton to tranfport them to Great Britain, according to 
the terms of the convention ; and, to remove every poflible difficulty, 
offered to renew and ratify om the part of Great Britain every article 
more efpecially the article by which the troops 
were bound not to ferve againft America during the war ; and to this 
reprefentation they demanded a fpeedy, direct, and explicit anfwer. 
But the congrefs, inftead of returning a direct anfwer, tran{mitted to 
them a remonftrance on the conduét of governor Johniftone, one of 
the commiffioners, in which he was charged with attempting to bribe 
me of their members: And this remon{trance was ac~ 
incompatible with the ho- 


of that convention, 


and corrupt fo 
companied with a declaration that it was 
efs to hold any farther communication or intercourfe 


nour of congr 
Johnftone, more efpecially upon affairs in which the 


with governor 
caufe of liberty and virtue was interefted. 
This charge was founded on letters written by governor Johnftone 


to individual members of congrefs * with fome of whom he was. 
per- 


that all letters received by members of that body, 
of Great Britain, of a public nature, fhould be 
don the table from governor Johnitone :. 


* In confequence of an order of congrefs, 
or their agents, from any fubje&t of the king 
laid before them, the following letters were lai 


To Francis Dana, L/g. ( Private.) 
& Dear Sir, 


“ Ip gives me great pleafure to find your name among the lift of congrefs, becaufe I am 


pets 
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perfonally acquainted, and for others had received letters of intro- 
duction from their friends in England, Governor Johnftone had not 
only 


perfuaded, from perfonal knowledge of me, and my family and connexions, you can entertain no 
jealoufy that I would engage in the execution of any commiffion that was inamicable to the 
rights and privileges of America, or the general liberties of mankind; while, on the other 
hand, your chara€ter muft be fo well known, that no man will fufpect you will yield any point 
that is contrary to the real intereft of your country ; and therefore it will be prefumed we will 
lofe no opportunity, from falfe puntilio, of meeting to difcufs our differences fairly, and that, 
if we do agree, it will be on the moft liberal, and therefore the moft lafting terms of union. 
There are three facts I with to affure you of. Firft, That Dr. Franklin, on the 28th of March 
lait, in difcuffing the feveral articles we wifh to make the bafis of our treaty, was perfectly 
{atisfied they were beneficial to North America, and {uch as fhe fhould accept. Second, That 
this treaty with France was not the firlt treaty that France had exaéed, and with which Mr. 
Simeon Deane had put to fea, but granted and acceded to after the fentiments of the people 
of Great Britain had fully changed, after the friends to America had gained their points for 
reconciliation, and folely with a view to difappoint the good effets of our endeavours. You 
will be pleafed to hear the pamphlet wrote by Mr. Pulteney was a great means of opening the. 
minds of the people of England to the real ftate of the queftion between us, and that it has 
run through thirteen editions. The third fa& is, That Spain, unafked, had fent a formal 
meflage, difapproving of the conduct of France. All thefe I will engage to prove to your fa- 
tisfation. I beg to recommend to your perfonal civilities, my friend, Dr. Fergufon. He 
is a man of the greateft genius and virtue, and has always been a fleady friend to America. 


Private. ° ° ° ° * ° . e 


¢ If you follow the example of Britain in the hour of her privilege, infolence, and mad- 
nefs, and refufe to hear us, I {till expedt, fince Iam here, to have the privilege of coming 
among you, and feeing the country, as there are many men, whofe virtues I admire above 
Greek and Roman names, that I fhould be glad to tell my children about. 


*¢ Tam, with efteem and affection, dear Sir, 
“ Your friend and fervant, 
Philadelphia, Fune 10, 1778. « GEO. JOHNSTONE,” 


Zo General JoszrH REED. 
«c Sir, : 


«« Your near and worthy relation, Mr, Dennis de Berdt, has made me happy by favouring 


‘me with a letter to you. I have been informed by general Robertfon of your great worth 


and confequence in the unhappy difputes that have fubfifted between Great Britain and 
yeti. her 
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C H A P. only been an uniform but a ftrenuous advocate in the Britifh par- 
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ament for the rights originally claimed by the Americans and 

there- 
Your pen and your {word have both been ufed with glory and advantage 
d, and of that community of which you was a part. 


muft ever command my warmelt 


her defcendants. 
in vindicating the rights of mankin 
Such a condua, as the firft and fuperior of all human duties, 
friendfhip and veneration. 

“6 In the midkt of thofe affecting {cenes, my feeble voice has not been wanting to flop the 
onalarge and liberal footing, the caufe of all jealoufy ;— 


evils in their progrefs, and to remove, 
y free and fecure in the enjoyment of the 


that every fubje& of the empire might live equall 
bleffings of life ;—not one part dependant on the will of another with oppofite interefts, but a 
general union on terms of perfect fecurity and mutual advantage. 

«© During the conteft, Iam free to confefs, my wifhes have ever been, that America might 
fo far prevail as to oblige this country to {ee their error, and to refleé and reafon fairly in 
the cafe of others, heirs to the {ame privileges with themfelves. It has pleafed God in his 
juttice fo to difpofe of events, that this kingdom is at length convinced of her folly and her 
faults. A commiffion under parliamentary authority is now iffued for fettling in a manner con- 
{iftent with that union of force on which the fafety of both parties depends, all the differences 
that have or can fubfift between Great Britain and America, fhort of a total feparation of in- 


terefts. In this commiffion Tam an unworthy affociate. Though no man can feel the defire 


of cementing in peace and friendfhip every member of what was called the Britifh empire, 


ftronger than myfelf; yet Iam fenfible that it might have fallen to the lot of many perfons 
better qualified to attain the end propofed. All I can claim is ardent zeal and upright in- 
tentions ; arid when I refle€ that this negotiation muft depend much more upon perfect in- 
than refinement of underftanding, where a fenfible, magnanimous people will fee their 
own intereft, and carefully guard their honour in every tranfaction, 1 am more inclined 
from the good-will I have always borne them, 1 am not altogether unqualified for the 


teprity 


to hope, 
taflc. 
« Tf it be (as I hope it is) the difpofition of good men in the provinces to prefer freedom, 


in conjunction with Great Britain, to an union with the ancient enemy of both; if it is their 


generous inclination to forget recent injuries, and recall to their remembrances former benefits, 


I am in hopes we may yet be great and happy- 
oners, and myfelf, a fair and cheerful concurrence in adjufting every point 


my brother-commifi 
with a beneficial union of interefts, which 


to their utmoft with, not inconfiftent, as I {aid before, 


js the object of our commiffion. 
« Nothing could furpafs the glory you have acquired in arms, exeept the generous mag- 
nanimity of meeting on the terms of juftice and equality, after demonftrating to the world 


that the fear of force could have no jut influence in that decifion. 


“ The 


I am fure the people in America will find im, 


, se. 
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therefore, probably, thought himfelf entitled to take greater liberties © 


53 


Ie AP 


XXXVI. 


with thofe whofe caufe he had fo powerfully fupported, than the +~—~ 


« The man who can be inftrumental in bringing us all to a& once more in harmony, and 
unite together the various powers which this conteft has drawn forth, will deferve more from’ 
the king and people, from patriotifm, humanity, friendfhip, and all the tender ties that are 
affected by the quarrel and reconciliation, than ever was yet beftowed on human kind. 

“ ‘This letter from. Mr. de.Berdt I fhall confider as an introdution to you, which line of com-- 
munication I fhall endeavour by every means to improve, by public demonftrations of refpedt, or 
private friendfhip, as your anfwer may enable me. 

“ T am, with great refped, Sir, 
‘© Your mof obedient, and moft humble fervant, 
London, April 11, 1778. “GEO, JOTINS LONE.” 


To Rosert Morris, L/g. ( Private.) 


« DEAR SIRs. Philadelphia, Fune 16, 1778. 

« T came to this country in a fincere belief that a reconciliation between Great Britain and’ 
America could be eftablifhed on terms honourable and beneficial to both. I am perfuaded, 
and can prove, that the laft treaty with France fhould be no bar, and the firft treaty, if ever 
you faw it, fhould be an inducement. 

“¢ Suppofing every obftacle to prevent us from treating removed, we are then to confider 
whether the terms propofed are advantageous. I inclofe you my fentiments on the fubject at 
large; if they concur with yours, we fhall join in the work with all the prudence, and all 
the means poffible and virtuous. I believe the men who have conducted the affairs of America 
incapable of being influenced by improper motives, But in all fuch tranfactions there is rifk, 
and I think that whoever ventures fhould be fecured, at the fame time that honour and emolu- 
ment fhould naturally follow the fortune of thofe who have fteered the veffel in the ftorm, and 
brought her fafely to port. I think that Wafhington and the prefident have a right to every 
favour that grateful nations can beftow, if they could once more unite our intereits, and fpare 
the miferies and devaftations of war. I wifh above altthings to fee you, and hope you will fo 
contrive it. Do not think Great Britain is fo low; remember fhe never can be lower than 
you were at Trenton. It is the fame blunderers who produced the war who have conducted 
it. When the fenfe of the nation is roufed, believe me fhe can make ftruggles that few 
have conceived, but which I fhould be forry to fee exerted on fuch an occafion. 

<¢ Whatever may be our fate, I fhall ever retain the ftriteft private friendfhip for you and 


yours; but let me entreat you to recall all thofe endearing ties to your recolleGion. 
s T am, with affeCtion and efteem, dear Sir, 
‘© Your obedient fervant, 
“ GEO, JOHNSTONE.” 
other 
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C HAP. other commifioners; and being alfo fully of opinion that the pri- 
L~— vileges now offered to the colonies, which were abundantly fufficient 


for fecuring their liberty, peace, and permanent happinefs, and 
more extenfive than thofe originally claimed by themfelves, ought 
to be thankfully accepted, perhaps he was, for that reafon, lefs {cru- 
pulous about the means of inducing acceptance. 

Although, in the extracts of the letters which were publifhed on 
this occafion by the congrefs, there was nothing which amounted to 
the dire&t offer of a bribe, yet it cannot be denied that general ex- 
pectations were held out both of honours and rewards, as naturally 
appertaining to thofe who thould be inftrumental in cementing the 
disjointed parts of the empire, and putting an end to the horrors 
and devaftations of war. If we fuppofe the members of congrefs, 
to whom thefe letters were addrefled, to have been actuated. by the 
pure principles of virtue, patriotifm, and love of their country, fuch 
letters, which held out felfith confiderations as motives to influence 
their conduét in a public concern of fuch magnitude, muft necefla- 
rily have been offenfive; and it was probably owing to fome of- 
fended feeling of this fort that governor Johnftone’s private cor- 
refpondence was at firft difclofed, and afterwards became the fub- 
jet of public reprehenfion. Upon the receipt of this complaint 
and declaration, governor Johnftone immediately withdrew from the 
commiffion, and in the public a&t executed by him on this occafion 
to teftify his refolution, which was tranfmitted to the congrefs and 
bore date the twenty-fixth of Auguft, he feverely recriminated on 
that affembly, and indireétly charged them with laying hold of this 
pretence to avoid returning an anfwer to the requifition of the com- 
miffioners on the fubje&t of general Burgoyne’s army ; in the fame 
manner as on a former occafion they had paffed refolutions about 
the cartouch-boxes of that army, to afford a feeming juftification 
for breaking through the convention by which it had furrendered. 
And 
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And as he had accepted the office of a commiffioner only from the 
defire of furthering the work of peace and reconciliation, fo he 
fignified to them his determination, that no act done by him fhould 
furnifh a pretence for retarding fo defirable an end. He therefore 
declared, that he would take no farther part in any thing that fhould 
be done under the commiflion, referving to himfelf, however, the 
privilege of publifhing, if he fhould think fit, a refutation of the 
afperfions which the congrefs had attempted to throw upon him. 
The other commiffioners at the fame time tran{mitted a declaration, 
fpecifying, that they were utter ftrangers to the letters, and to the 
feveral things mentioned in the remonftrance of the congrefs refpeét- 
ing governor Johnftone, until they had feen them publifhed in the 
newfpapers: That they neither meant to admit the confru@ion 
put upon thofe letters by the congrefs, nor to enter into an expla~ 
nation of governor Johnftone’s condu€, whofe abilities and inte- 
grity required no vindication from them; but that, in juftice to him 
and to themfelves, and for the honour of the commiffion, they 
thought it neceflary to declare, that in all the converfations held 
with him on the fubject of their miffion, the principle of his rea- 
foning feemed to be, that the terms which they were empowered to 
offer to America were calculated to promote and eftablith the liber- 
ties, peace, opulence, increafe, fecurity, and permanent happinefs 
of the inhabitants of that continent, and that no other connexion 
or form of government could be equally conducive to thofe ends. 
As the commiffioners feem to have been of opinion that the recent 
connexion with France was the principal obftacle which they had 
to encounter, they embraced this opportunity of adducing in their 
letter to congrefs fome new topics of reafoning to enforce their for- 
mer communications on that fubje&t, and endeavoured to demon- 
ftrate, that the interference of that power was rather from enmity 
to Great Britain than friendfhip to America, and merely intended. 
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ffions made by the mother-country. They concluded by inti- 
mating that, in their opinion, the general congrefs, upon the eround 
of their connexion with France, even if they had been legally au- 
thorifed to enter into it, were not entitled to affume fo decifive a 
part as they had taken, without firft confulting with their conftitu- 
ents, the provincial affemblies, and laying before them a flate of 
faéts upon which a true judgment might be formed. The com- 
miffioners, along with this declaration, difpatched again their for- 


nftrance on the detention of the Saratoga troops, figned 
linton, and Mr. Eden: 


ddrefled to the 


mer remo 
only by the earl of Carlifle, fir Henry C 
And thefe were the laft of their papers particularly a 
congrefs. 

The congrels were probably difconcerted by the readinefs with 
which governor Johnftone withdrew from taking any further part in 
the execution of the commiffion. it was obvioufly their with to 
detain the Saratoga troops as prifoners until they fhould be redeemed 
byjexchange. Swas alfo their intention not to enter upon any ne- 


ith commiffioners compatible with their 


gotiation with the Briti 
powers, left they fhould give umbrage, or create jealoufy in their 


“new allies: And, to effect both thefe ends, it is probable that they 
would have willingly laid hold of the pretence of governor John- 
frone’s conduct to break off all communication of correfpondence 


with the Britifh commiffioners, more efpecially as they knew there 


was ftill a moderate party in all the colonies, which thought the 
terms offered by the commiflioners {afficiently liberal to be accepted, 
and viewed with extreme concern and apprehention the new con- 
nexion formed with France; 4 kingdom which they had been 
taught to confider as proverbially faithlefs. ‘The ftumbling-block 
which the congrefs had endeavoured to raife in the 


they were under a neceflity, for their 
own 


being removed 
perfon of- governor Johnftone, 
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own credit, of paying fome attention to the remonftrance of the © BA P. 


Britifh commiffioners on the detention of the convention army; but 1 


inftead of repelling the charges which had been brought againft 
them, of having violated the law of nations by infringing a military 
convention, they again laid hold of a miferable fubterfuge, and ad- 
hering to a literal interpretation of their former refolution regarding 
general Burgoyne’s army, they pafled another, bearing date the 
fourth of September, as an implied anfwer to the remonftrance of 
the commiflioners, which imported that no ratification of the con- 
vention of Saratoga that might be tendered in confequence of powers 
which may reach that cafe by conftruGion and implication, or which 
may fubject whatever is tranfacted relative to it to the future appro- 
bation, or difapprobation, of the parliament of Great Britain, could 
be accepted. ‘That this refolution was evafive is apparent, when we 
refle& that it was paffed without any previous inquiry into the 
powers under which the commiffioners offered to renew the con- 
vention. For any thing that the congrefs knew, the commiflioners 
might have had fpecial authority delegated to them by the king, for 
this particular purpofe, and independent of their general commiflion, 
But, to drive that aflembly from every fubterfuge, and to remove 
every previous objeCtion, fir Henry Clinton, on the nineteenth of 
September, tranfmitted to them an extra& from an inflruction fent 
to him by the fecretary of ftate, and received fince the date of the 
remonftrance made by the commiflioners, by which he was author- 
ifed, not in implied, but exprefs terms, to demand a performance 
of the convention made with general Burgoyne, and, if required, 
to renew and ratify, in the king’s name, all the conditions ftipulated 
in it. The offer of a ratification now made feemed to be of that 
pofitive and precife nature which fubftantially removed every pre- 
vious objection. But the congrefs were not to be fatisfied ; and to 


fill up the climax of that fyftem of evafion-which they had purfued 
wom: Il :! I in 
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‘n all their deliberations on this fubject, they affected to confider fir 


‘nton’s letter as deficient in refpe@, from the cafual ufe 


of an expceffion of difapprobation, which, in the warmth of his 


feelings as a foldier, when vindicating the rights of foldiers erofsly 
violated, he had incautioufly fuffered to efcape him ; and inftead of 
with the requifition, directed their fecretary 
“ that congrefs gave no anfwer to 
brave troops who had furrendered 
convention, whieh ftipulated for 
by the grofs violation of it, 
(till deftined to bear all the 


anfwering or complying 
to write to the Britifh general, 
“ infolent letters.” Thus thofe 
at Saratoga, upon the faith of a 
their return to Great Britain, were, 
obftinately perfifted in by the congrels, 
ills incident to a ftate of captivity. 


The Britifh commiffioners, finding all efforts to open a negotiation 
at laft, on the third of October, 


n, addrefled not only to the 
mblies, and to all the inha- 
mination *, in which they 


briefly 


with the congrefs vain and fruitlefs, 
publifhed a manifefto and proclamatio 
congrefs, but to all the provincial affe 
bitants of the colonies of whatever deno 


* « MANIFESTO AND PROCLAMATION. 

the Members of the General Affemblies or Conventions of 
and Provinces of New Hamphhire, Maffachufett’s Bay, 
Rhode Ifland, Conneéticut, New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three lower Counties 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, and all 
others, Inhabitants of the faid Colonies, of every Rank and Denomination. 


& To the Members of the Congrefs, 


the feveral Colonies, Plantations, 


« By the Earl of Carlifle, Sir Henry Clinton, and William Eden, Efq. Commiffioners ap- 
pointed by his Majefty, in purfuance of an AG of Parliament, made and paffed inthe 18th 
Year of his Majefty’s Reign, to enable his Majefty to appoint Commiffioners to treat, con- 
fult, and agree upon the Means of quieting the Diforders now fubfifting in certain of the 


Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces im North America. 


« HAVING amply and repeatedly made known to the congrefs, and having alfo pro- 
al, the benevolent overtures of Great 


claimed to the inhabitants of North America in gener 
Britain towards a re-union and coalition with her colonies, we do not think it confiftent either 
with 
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briefly recapitulated the different fleps taken by them to accomplifh 
the object of the commiffion, and the refufal of the congrefs even to 


epen’a conference with them. They again fet forth the extent and 


+ - 


es ie beneficial 


with the duty we owe to our country, or with a juft regard to the charaéters we bear, to per- 


fit in holding out offers, which, in our eftimation, required only to be known to be moft 


gratefully accepted ; and we have accordingly, excepting only the commander in chief, who 


will be detained by military duties, refolved to return to England, a few wecks after the date’ 


of this manifefto and proclamation. 

‘«‘ Previous however to this decifive flep, we are led by ajuft anxiety for the great objeGts 
of our miffion, to enlarge on fome points which may not have been fufficiently underftood, to 
recapitulate to our fellow-ftibjects the bleflings which we are empowered to confer, and to warn 
them of the continued train ef evils to which they are at prefent blindly and obftinately ex- 
pofing themfelves. ; 

«To the members of the congrefs then, we again ‘declare, that we are ready to concur in 
ai fatisfaGtory and juft arrangements for fecuring to them, and their refpeCtive-conftituents, 
the re-eftablifhment of peace, with the exemption from any impofition of taxes by the pars 
Kament of Great Britain, and the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege confiftent with that 
union of interefts and force on which our mutual profperity and the fafety. of our common 
réligion and liberty depend. We again affert, that the members of the-congrefs were not au- 
thorifed by their conftitution, either to reject our offers without the previous confideration and 
confent of the feveral affemblies and conventions of their conftituents, or to refer us to pre- 
tended foreign treaties, which they know were delufively framed in the firft inftance, and 
which have never yet been ratified by the people of this continent. And we once more re- 
mind the members of the congrefs, that they are refponfible to their countrymen, to the 
world, and to God, for the continuance of this war, and fer all the miferies with which it 
mutt be attended. 

“To the general affemblies and conventions of the different colonies, plantations, and pro- 
vinces, above mentioned, we now feparately make the offers which we originally tranfmitted 
to the congrefs ; and we hereby call upon and urge them to meet, exprefly for the purpofe of 
confidering whether every motive, political as well as moral, fhould not decide their refolution 
to embrace the occafion of cementing a free and firm coalition with Great Britain. It has 
not been, nor is it, our wifh, to feek the objets which we are commiffioned te purfue, by fo- 
menting popular divifions and partial cabals; we think fuch conduct would be ill fuited to the 

generous offers made, and unbecoming the dignity of the king and the flate which makes 
them. But it is both our wifh and our duty to encourage and fupport any men, or bodies 
of men, in their return of loyalty to our fovereign, and of affeCtion to our fellow-fubje&ts, 

*« To all others, free inhabitants of this once happy empire, we alfo addrefs ourfelves. Such 
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beneficial tendency of the terms which they were empowered to offer. 


Notwithftanding the obftru€tions which they had met with, they 


fill declared their readinefs to proceed in the execution of the 
powers 


of them as are a€tually in arms, of whatfoever rank or defeription, will do well to recollect: 
that the grievances, whether real or fuppofed, which led them into this rebellion, have been 


for ever removed, and that the juft occafion is arrived for their returning to the clafs of peaceful 


citizens. But if the honours of a military life are become their object, let them feek thofe 


honours under the banners of their rightful fovereign, and in fighting the battles of the united 


Britifh empire againft our late mutual and natural enemy. 
« To thofe whofe profeffion it is to exercife the fun@ions of religion on this continent, it 
cannot furely be unknown, that the foreign power with which the congrefs is endeavouring to 


conne& them, has ever been averfe to toleration, and inyeterately oppofed to the interefts and 


freedom of the places of worfhip which they ferve; and that Great Britain, from whom they 


are for the prefent feparated, mutt, both from the principles of her conftitution, and of pro- 


teftantifm, be at all times the beft guardian of religious liberty, and moft difpofed to promote 
and extend it. 

To all thofe who cam eftimate the bleffings of peace, and its influence over agriculture, arts, 
and commerce, who can feel a due anxiety for the education and eftablifhment of their chil- 
dren, or who can place a juft value on domeftic fecurity, we think it fufficient to obferve, that 


they are made, by their leaders, to continue involved in allthe calamities of war, without hav- 


ing either a juft object tos purfue, or a fabfifting grievance which may not inftantly be re- 
dreffed. 

<¢ But if there be any perfons, who, 
felfith interefts, really think that it is for th 
Great Britain, and that fo feparated they will find a conftitution more mild, more free, and 


better calculated for their profperity than that which they heretofore enjoyed, and which we 
with fuch perfons we will not difpute a 


divefied of miftaken refentments, and uninfluenced by 
e benefit of the colonies to feparate themfclves from 


are empowered and difpofed to renew and improve 5 
pofition which feems to be fufficiently contradicted b 
think it right to leave them fully aware of the charge which the maintaining fuch a pofition 
more efpecially when to this 


y the experience they have had. But we 


muft make in the whole nature and future condu& of this war ; 
pofition is added the pretended alliance with the court of France. 

“© 'The*policy, as well as the benevolence of Great Britain, have thus far checked the ex- 
tremes of war, when they tended to diftrefs a people itill confidered as our fellow-fubjects, and. 
to defolate a country fhortly to become again a fource of mutual advantage: But when that 
country profeffes the unnatural defign, not only of eftranging herfelf from us, but of mortgag- 


ing herfelf and her refources to our enemies, the whole conteft is changed; and the queftion 


is, how far Great Britain may, by every means in her power, deftroy or render ufelefs a con- 


pexion contrived for her ruin, and for the aggrandizement of Frances 
“ Under 
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powers contained in their commiffion, and to treat not only with © saat 


deputies from all the colonies conjun@ly, but with any provincial 
affembly or convention individually, at any time within the {pace 


of 


« Under fuch cireumftances, the laws of felf-prefervation muft direct the condu& of Great 
Britain ; and if the Britifh colonies are to become an acceffiou to lrance, will direct her to 
render that acceffion of as little avail as poffible to her enemy. 

<‘ If, however, there are any who think that, notwithftanding thefe reafonings, the inde- 
pendence of the colonies will, in the refult, be acknowledged by Great Britain, to them we 
anfwer, without referve, that we neither poffefs or expect powers for that purpofe; and that 
if Great Britain could ever have funk fo low as to adopt {uch a meafure, we fhould not have 
thought ourfelves compellable to be the inftruments in making a conceflion which would, in 
our opinion, be calamitous to the colonies for whom it is made, and difgraceful, as well as ca- 
lamitous, to the country from which it is :equired. And we think proper to declare, that in 
this fpirit and fentimcnt we have regularly written from this continent to Great Britain. 

“© Tt will now become the colonies in general to call to mind their own folemn appeals to 
heaven in the beginning of this conteft, that they took arms only for the redrefs of grievances 
and that it would be their with, as well as their intereft, to remain for ever connected with 
Great Britain. We again afk them, whether all their grievances, real or fuppofed, have not 
been amply and fully redreffed ; and we infift that the oflers we have made leave nothing to be 
wifhed, in point of either immediate liberty or permanent fecurity: If thefe offers are now re- 
jeCted, we withdraw from the exercife of acommiffion, with which we have in vain been ho- 
noured; the fame liberality will no longer be due from Great Britain, nor can it either in juftice 
or pelicy be expected from her. 

<¢ Tn fine, and for the fuller manifeftation, as well of the difpofition we bear, as of the gracious 
and generous purpofes of the commiffion under which we a&t, we hereby declare, that whereas 
his majefty, in purfuance of an act of parliament, made and paffed in the eighteenth year of 
his majefty’s reign, entituled, * An a& to enable his majefty to appoint commiffioners, with 
¢ fufficient powers to treat, confult, and agree, upon the means of quieting the diforders now 
‘ fubfGifting in certain of the colonies, plantations, and provinces of North America,’ having 
been pleafed to authorife and empower us to grant a pardon or pardons to any number or de- 
{cription of perfons within the colonies, plantations, and provinces of New Hampfhire, Maf- 
fachufett’s Bay, Rhode Ifland, Conne€ticut, New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three 
lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia; and whereas the good effects of the faid authorities and powers towards the people 
at large, would have long fince taken place, if a due ufe had been made of cur firft commu- 
nications and overtures, and have thus far been fruftrated only by the precipitate reiolution of 
the members of the congrefs not to treat with us, and by their declining to confult with their 


conftituents ; we now, in making our appeal to thofe conftituents, and to the free inhabitants 
2 of 
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Hi A P. of forty days from the date of their manifelto; and then, addrefi- 


ing themfelves to perfons of every defcription, whether in civil, 
military, or ecclefiaftical capacities, or in private tations, and fug- 


getting 


cf this continent in general, have determined to give to them, what in our opinion fhould have 
been the firft obje& of thofe who appeared to have taken the management of their interetts; 
and adopt this mode of carrying the faid authorities and powers into execution. We accord- 
ingly hereby grant and proclaim a pardon or pardons of all, and all manner of, treafons or mifprifions 
of treafons, by any perfon or perfons, or by any number or defeription of perfons, within the faid colo- 
wies, plantations, or provinces, counfelled, commanded, atted, or done, on or before the date of this 
manifefto and proclamation. 

“© And we farther declare and proclaim, that if any perfon or perfons, or any number or 
defcription of perfons, within the faid colonies, plantations, and provinces, now atually ferving 
cither in a civil or military capacity in this rebellion, fhall, at any time, during the continuance 
of this manifefto and proclamation, withdraw himfelf or themfelves from fuch civil or mili- 
tary fervice, and fhall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good and faithful fubjec or fubje&s 
to his majefty, to demean himfelf, or themfelves, fuch perfon or perfons, or fuch number and 
defcription of perfonsy fhall become and be fully entitled to, and hereby obtain all the 
benefits of the pardon or pardons hereby granted; excepting only from the faid par- 


don or pardons every perfon, and every number or defcription of perfons, who, after 


the date of this manifefto and proclamation, fhall, under any pretext or authority, as 
judges, jurymen, minifters, or officers of civil juttices, be inftrumental in executing and 
putting to death any of his majefty’s {ubjects within the faid colonies, plantations, and 
provinces. 

<¢ And we think proper farther to declare, that nothing herein contained is meant, or fhall 
be confirued, to fet at liberty any perfon or perfons, now being a prifoner or prifoners, or who, 
during the continuance of this rebellion, fhall become a prifoner or prifoners. 

«© And we offer to the colonies at large or feparately, a general or feparate peace, with the 
revival of their ancient governments fecured againft any future infringements, and protected 
for ever from taxation by Great Britain. 

« And with refpect to fuch further regulations, whether civil, military, or commercial, as 
they may with to be framed and eftablifhed, we promife all the concurrence and affiftance that 
his majefty’s commiffion authorifes and enables us to give. 

« And we declare, that this manifefto and proclamation fhall continue and be in force forty 
days from the date thereof, that is to fay, from the 3d day of O@ober, to the 11th day of 
November, both inclufive. 

« And in order that the whole contents of this manifefto and proclamation may be more fully 
Jenown, we fhall dire&t copies thereof, both in the Englifh and German language, to be tranf- 
aitted by flags of truce to the congrefs, the general aflemblies or conventions of the colonies, 
plantations, 
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motives as might be fuppofed to have the greateft influence, adjured 
them all not to let pafs fo favourable an opportunity of fecuring their 
liberties, 


plantations, and provinces, and to feveral perfons both in civil and military capacitics within 
the faid colonies, plantations, and provinces; and for the further fecurity in times to come of 
| the feveral perfons, or numbers or defcriptions of perfons, who are, or may be, the objects of 
this manifefto and proclamation, we have fet our hands and feals to thirteen copies thereof, and 


have tranfmitted the fame to the thirteen colonies, plantations, and provinces, above mentioned ; 


and we are willing to hope that the whole of this manifefto and proclamation will be fairly and 

freely publifhed and circulated, for the immediate, general, and moft ferious confideration and 
| benefit of all his majefty’s fubje&ts on this continent. And we earneftly exhort all perfons who by 
this inftrument forthwith receive the benefit of the king’s pardon, at the fame time that they en- 
tertain a becoming fenfe of thofe lenient and affeCtionate meafures whereby they are now free from 
grievous charges which might have rifen in judgment, or have been brought in queltion, againft 
them, to make a wife improvement of the fituation in which this manifefto and proclamation places 
them, and not only to recolle& that a perfeverance in the prefent rebellion, or any adherence 
to the treafonable connexion attempted to be framed with a foreign power, will, after the 
prefent grace extended, be confidered as crimes of the moft aggravated kind; but to vie with 
{ each other in eager and cordial endeavours to fecure their own peace, and promote and eftablifh 
the profperity of their countrymen, and the general weal of the empire. 

‘¢ And purfuant to his majefty’s commiffion, we hereby require all officers, civiland military, 
| and all other his majeity’s loving fubje@ts whatfoever, to be aiding and aflifting unto us in the 
execution of this our manifefto and proclamation, and of all the matters herein contained, 
| «« Given at New York, this 3d day of Oftober 4788. 
<< (Lioe) “CARLISLE. 

\ “« (L. 5.) HEN. CLINTON. 
| Si .0..o WN EDEN. 
| *¢ By their Excellencies command, 


« ADAM FERGUSON, Secretary.” 


On the thirtieth of Otober the following Manifefto was publithed by Congrefs: 

| © By the Congrefs of the United States of America. 

| “ MANIFESTO, 

| “« THESE United States haying been driven to hottilities. by the oppreflive and tyrannous 
meafures of Great Britain; having been compelled to commit the effential rights of man to 


| the decifion of arms; and having been at length forced to thake off a yoke which had grown 
too burdenfome to bear, they declared themfelves free and independent. 


| * Confiding 
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CH AP. Iiberties, and their future profperity and happinefs, upon a perma~ 


t foundation. They alfo proclaimed a general pardon for all 


treafons and rebellious practices committed at any time previous to 
the 

« Confiding in the juftice of their caufe, confiding in Him who difpofes of human events, 
although weak and unprovided, they fet the power of their enemies at defiance. 

« In this confidence they have continued, through the various fortune of three bloody cam- 
anfubdued by the barbarity, of their foes. ‘Their virtuous ci- 
ning, the lofs of many things which made life defirable. Their 
hardfhips and dangers of a fituation, fruitful in both 


paigns, unawed by the powers, 
tizens have borne, without repl 
brave troops have patiently endured the 
‘beyond example. 


“ The congrefs, confi 


Being who is equally the Father of all, and defirous, 
ftudied to fpare thofe who were in arms again them, and 


dering themfelves bound to love their enemics, as children of that 
fince they could not prevent, at léaft to 


‘alleviate, the calamities of war, have 


to lighten the chains of captivity: 

« The conduct of thofe ferving under the king of Great 
ceptions, been diametrically oppolite. They have jaid wafte the open country, burned the 
defencelefs villages, and butchered the citizens of America. Their prifons have been the 


faughter-houfes of her foldiers, their fhips of her {eamen, and the feverelt injuries have been 


aggravated by the groffett infults. 

« Foiled in their vain attempt to fubjugate the unconquerable fpirit of freedom, they have 
rica with bribes, with deccit, and the fervility of 
adulation. ‘They have made a mock of humanity, by the wanton deftru@ion of men; they 
Thave made a mock of religion, by impious appeals to God, whilft in the violation of his facred 
n of reafon itfelf, by endeavouring to prove, that the 
ed to thofe who have fold their own, 


Britain hath, with fome few ex< 


meanly affailed the reprefentatives of Ame 


eommands ; they have made a mock eve 
liberty and happinefs of America could fafely be entruft 
unawed by the feafe of virtue or of fhame. 

empt which fuch condua deferved, they have applied to indivi- 
ds of allegiance, and imbrue their fouls with 
found through thefe United States, 
they have threatened more 


« Treated with the cont 
duals; they have folicited them to break the bon 
the blackeft of crimes; but fearing that nene could be 
equal to the wickednefs of their purpole, to influence weak minds, 
wide devaftation. 

«While the fhadow of hope remaine 
to refpect thofe laws which are held facred among civilize 
dictates of a religion which they pretend in common with us t 
been left to the influence of that religion, and that example. But fince their incorrigible dif- 
pofitions cannot be touched by kindnets and compaffion, it becomes our duty by other means 


d, that our enemies could be taught by our example 
d nations, and to comply with the 
o believe and revere, they have 


to vindicate the rights of humanity. 


«“ We, therefore, the Congrefs of the United States of America, DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE 


AND 


é 
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the date of their manifefto, to fuch as fhould, within the term of C ue AST. 


forty days, already limited, withdraw from their oppofition to the 
Britifh government, and condu& themfelves in future as faithful 
and loyal fubjects ; denouncing at the fame time the utmoft ven- 
geance of the Britith nation againft fuch as, after thefe benevolent 
offers, fhould obftinately perfift in withholding their allegiance from 
their lawful fovereign. And, that all perfons refiding within the 
revolted colonies might be acquainted with the benevolent offers now 
made, and be enabled to avail themfelves of the pardon proclaimed 
by the manifefto, thirteen copies of it were immediately executed 
under the hands and feals of the commiffioners, one of which was 
tranfmitted by a flag of truce to each of the colonies. 

In the mean time, the congrefs, by a prepofterous kind of refo- 
jution, recommended it to the executive power in the different ftates 
to feize and detain in prifon all fuch perfons as, under a pretence of 
a flag of truce, fhould be concerned in diftributing or delivering the 
manifefto of the Britith commiffioners, as violators of the law of 
nations, by circulating feditious writings ; whilft at the fame time they 
ordered thofe feditious writings to be publifhed in the newfpapers. 


And fome time afterwards they paffed another refolution, threatening 


to take exemplary vengeance if any one fhould attempt to put in exe- 
cution the feverities denounced in the manifefto of the commiffioners. 
The commiffioners remained at New York beyond the time limited by 
their manifefto, which expired on the eleventh of November ; but 


AND procLAim, That if our enemies prefume to execute their threats, or perfift in their pres 
fent career of barbarity, we will take fuch exemplary vengeance as fhall deter others froma 
like condu@. We appeal to that God who fearcheth the hearts of men, for the rectitude of 


our intentions. And in his holy prefence we declare, That as we are not moved by any light and 


hafty fuggeftions of anger or revenge, fo through every poffible change of fortune we will 
adhere to this our determination. 


“ Done in congrefs, by unanimous confent, the thirtieth day of OGober, one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eight, ; 


“ CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.” 
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-P. as they neither received any overtures in confequence of it, nor faw 


any profped of being able to effeQ a reconciliation, they clofed 


1778. 


f) Lee Lear Optus f It was now at laft feen, 


their commiffion, and embarked for England, after having made 
fome regulations for the benefit of the trade of New York and 


Rhode Ifland ; the only two places that remained to Great Britain 


in the whole extent of the revolted colonies. 
that all attempts to recover the revolted 
colonies by lenient means were ufelefs; and that force alone could 
again fubje&t them to the authority of the mother-country : And 
the rapid fuccefs of the expedition againft Georgia, which we are 
next to relate, gave a pleafing hope that the war, if transferred to 
the fouthward, might be more fuccefsful in future, than it had been 
in times paft. As the land-force fent on this expedition confifted 
only of the feventy-firft regiment of two battalions, two battalions of 
Heffians, four battalions of North and South Carolina provincials, 
and a detachment of royal artillery, amounting in the whole to 
three thoufand five hundred men, major-general Prevoft, who 
commanded in Eaft Florida, the colony next adjoining to Georgia on 
the fouth, had previoufly received orders to enter that province by 
land, with the force under him, and make a junction with Heutenant- 
colonel Campbell, and take the command of the whole. But fo ably 
did the laft of thefe officers form his plans of attack, and fo well was 
he fupported by the fpirit and bravery of the little army which he 
commanded, and the cordial and zealous co-operation of commodore 
Parker and the naval force, that the reduction of the province was 
completed before general Prevoft could form a jundion. 

The fquadron which accompanied the tranfports on this expe= 
dition, confifting of fome of the {maller fhips of war, arrived off 
the ifland of Tybee, at the mouth of the Savannah river, on the 
twenty-third of December. i 

It feems evident that the people of South Carolina and Georgia, 


apprehending themfelves fecure. againft an invafion ever fince the 
unfor- 
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unfortunate attempt upon Charleftown, Sa by fir Peter Parker © HA P. 
and fir Henry Clinton in the year 1776, were rather occupied a 


in planning and making preparations for the conqueft of Eaft Flo- 
rida, than in providing for their own defence. Between the inha~ 
bitants of Eaft Florida and thofe of Georgia, a kind of predatory 
war had been carried on from the time when the laft of thefe pro- 
vinces joined the general confederacy ; the obje€t of which feems to 
have beer fometimes plunder, and fometimes revenge. But during: 
the laft fummer two incurfions into Georgia were made from Eaft 
Florida, which had a more ferious afpe@. The troops engaged ip 
thefe incurfions confifted chiefly of irregulars, moft of whom had 
been obliged to fly from the Carolinas and Georgia, on account of 


their loyalty to their fovereign, and harboured all the refentment. 


againft their perfecutors which can be fuppofed to arife from the un- 
worthy treatment they had received. One of thefe bodies of men 
proceeded by the inlets along the fea-coaft, whilft the other marched 
through the interior parts of the country by the river Alatamaha. 
The firft advanced as far as the town of Sunbury in Georgia, the 
fort of which they fummoned to furrender. A colonel M‘Intofh 
commanded the garrifon, and was refolved to hold out to the lait 
extremity. To the fummons of the befiegers for the furrender of 
the fort, he returned a defiance in this laconic anfwer: ‘ Come 
and take it.” The befiegers being either unprovided with fuffi- 
cient artillery, or thinking their force inadequate to the redu€tion of 
the fort, abandoned the enterprife, and returned towards Eaft Flo- 
rida. ‘The other corps of thefe irregulars penetrated through the in- 
terior country as far as the river Ogeeche, about thirty miles from 
Savannah. Here colonel Elben, who with two hundred continental 
troops had been fent to oppofe them, prepared to difpute their paf- 
fage: And about the fame time they were informed of the retreat 
of their companions from Sunbury. Ditheartened with this intelli- 
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¢ HA P. gence, and dreading the oppofition which they were to meet in the 


XXXVI. 
i) paflagerot he river, they fuddenly decamped and began a retreat. 
1778- 'Thefe incurfions into Georgia were followed by another into Eaft 


Florida, on the fide of the provincials. ‘Fhe troops employed in 

this incurfion confifted of feveral regiments of continentals, with 

fome militia from Georgia and South Carolina, the whole com~- 

manded by major-general Robert How. His object was the re- 
du@ion of St. Auguftine, with the province of Eaft Florida: But 
this expedition proved not more faccefsful than thofe which had 
been undertaken againft Georgia; and to the misfortune of the peace- 
able inhabitants on both fides, general How's retreat from Eaft Flo- 
rida, like that of the Britith irregulars from Georgia, was marked 
with rapine, plunder, and general devaftation. From this unfuc- 
cefsful expedition general How had juft returned, and lay with his 
army encamped in the neighbourhood of Savannah, at the time of 
the arrival of the Britifh fquadron from New York. 

On the day after its arrival, part of the Britifh fleet got over the 
bar, and entered the river; but the reft, in confequence of foutherly 
eurrents and boifterous weather, were unable to follow until the 
twenty-feventh. In the mean time a company of light-infantry was 
tanded on Wilmington Ifand, to bring off fome of the inhabitants, 
and was fortunate enough to fecure two of them; from whom in- 
formation was received of the ftate of the province, and the pofition 
of the military force appointed for its defence. This was of iuch 
a nature as determined the commanders of this expedition, although 
no intelligence -had yet been received of the approach of general 
Prevoft, to lofe no time in commencing their operations. 

Savannah, the capital of Georgia, lies on the fouth fide of the 
giver of that name, about fifteen miles from the fea. In the vi~ 
cinity of this place, major-general Robert How, with a force con- 


fitting of fome regiments of American regular troops, and the militia 
of 
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of the province, in the whole about fifteen hundred men, was en- 
camped for its protection, and daily expected to be joined by a con- 
fiderable reinforcement. The country between Savannah and the fea 
being low and marfhy, and interfected by creeks and cuts of water, 
the fir praticable landing-place was at the plantation of one Ger- 
ridoe, about twelve miles up the river; and there a defcent was 
propofed to be made without delay. 

In purfuance of this determination, the fleet, on the twenty-eighth 
of December, in the morning, proceeded up the river, led by the Vi-+ 
gilant fhip of war, the Comet galley, the Keppel armed brig, and the 
Greenwich armed floop, with the defign of landing the troops at 
Gerridoe’s plantation that evening; but feveral of the tranfports 


having got aground from the difficulty of the navigation, the defcent _ 


was neceflarily poftponed till the following morning. With the 
rifing of the tide, the tranfports being floated off, moved up to their 
ftation, and at daybreak of the twenty-ninth the debarkation began, 
From the landing-place, a narrow caufeway with a ditch on each 
fide led through a rice fwamp to the high plantation ground, at the 
diftance of fix hundred yards; and captain Cameron, of the feventy- 
firft regiment, having firft reached the fhore with his company of 
light-infantry, immediately formed them, and advanced along the 
caufeway, at the end of which, and upon the high ground, was 
pofted a body of provincials. Thefe, as captain Cameron approached, 
received him with a general difcharge of mufketry; by which this 
brave officer and two of his company were killed, and five wounded; 
but the impetuofity natural to the highlanders prevented the provin~ 
cials from repeating it. Rufhing on to revenge the death of their 
beloved commander, they ftruck terror into the provincials, who 
quitted their advantageous ground, and fled to the woods. Whilft 
the reft of the troops were landing, licutenant-colonel Campbell re- 
connoitred the pofition of general How’s army, and determined 
to 
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to attack him before the evening. The Britifh troops were accord« 
ingly put in motion, even before the laft divifion of them was 
landed, and having advanced within half a mile of the enemy, were 
formed in order of battle. The provincial general had drawn up 
his forces acrofs the main road leading to Savannah, and about half. 
a mile from it. His right was covered by a thick woody {fwamp, 
and the houfes of a plantation filled with rifle-men; his left reached 
to the rice fwamps upon the river, and the town and fort of Sa- 
vannah covered his rear. One piece of cannon was pofted upon 
the right, another on the left, and two upon the great road in the 
centre; in front of which, at the diftance of one hundred yards, 
where the high ground was narrowed by the approach of two 
fwamps, a trench was cut acrofs the main road reaching froin one 
{wamp to the other; and about one hundred yards ftill further in 
front, was a marfhy rivulet running parallel to the whole extent of 
the provincial line. The bridge over this rivulet had been burnt 
down, in order to retard the progrefs of the Britith army. Here 
the provincial general waited the approach of the Britifh troops: 
And, had the attack been made only in front, perhaps the ground 
might have been obftinately difputed. But the Britifh commander 
having received information of a private path leading through the 
{wamp which covered the enemy’s right flank, detached the hght- 
infantry, under fir James Baird, fupported by the New York volun- 
teers, to proceed by that path and gain the enemy’s rear: And as it 
appeared by fome movements of the enemy that they wifhed and 
expected an attack upon their left, lieutenant-colonel Campbell, in 
order to induce a belief that this was intended, ordered the light- 
infantry, and New York volunteers, to file off by their right, as if 
the defign had been to extena the front of the Britifh line that way, 
until they reached a fall of the ground, by retiring within which to 
the rear, their fubfequent movements in their progrefs to the fwamp, 
were 


AMERICAN WAR. 


were effectually concealed from the view of the enemy. By this 
manceuvre the attention of the enemy was drawn from that quarter 
where danger was to be moft apprehended; and fir James Baird, 
under the guidance of a negro, having fafely conducted his detach- 
ment by the private path to the rear of the enemy, fuddenly iffued 
from the fwamp, and attacked a body of militia, which was pofted 
to fecure the great road leading from Ogeeche. Hitherto the Bri- 
tith troops in front had remained quiet upon their ground, without 
firing a gun in return for the provincial artillery ; but as foon as it 
was perceptible that the light-infantry had turned the flank of the 
enemy, the whole Britith line received orders to advance and move 
on brifkly; and the artillery, which had been previoully formed be- 
hind a {well in the ground, to conceal it from view, was inftantly 
run forward to the eminence, and began to play upon the enemy. 
Thus aflailed, the provincials quickly gave way, and running acrofs 
a plain in front of fir James Baird’s light-infantry, which had by 
this time difperfed the militia and taken their cannon, were again 
attacked by them; who, with their ufual promptitude, dafhing upon 
the flanks of the fugitives, completed their rout, and added to the 
brilliant fuccefs of the day. The provincials flying in confufion 
through the town of Savannah, were clofely purfued by the Britith 
troops; and before night thirty-eight commifhoned officers, and 
four hundred and fifteen men of the enemy, the town and fort of 
Savannah, with the artillery, ammunition and ftores, confifting of a 
large quantity of indigo, rice, fugar, rum, &c. the fhipping in 
the harbour, and a great quantity of provifions, were in the poffeffion 
of the conquerors, whofe lofs, during the whole of this day, 


amounted only to feven killed and nineteen wounded *, 
So 


® Artillery, Stores, Ammunition, Shipping, &c. taken at the Reduction of Savannah, 
in the Year 1778. 
48 pieces of cannon. 1 ftand of colours. 


23 mortars, 817 {mall arms, 
94 barrels 
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So decifive a vitory, gained at fo inconfiderable an expence, rarely 
occurs, and muft be attributed partly to the inexperience of the Ame- 
rican general, but principally to the fuperior military fkill and ad- 
drefs of the Britith commander in improving to the utmoft every 
favourable circumftance which prefented itfelf for the final fuccefs of 
the day, added to the zeal, vigour, promptitude, and exactnefs with 
which his orders were obeyed by the brave little army which he 
commanded. 

By the unremitting exertions of lieutenant-colonel Campbell, aided 
by the zeal and activity of all who bore a fhare in this expedition, 
the remains of the provincial army were driven acrofs the Savannah 
river into South Carolina, the different pofts upon that river were 
fecured for fifty miles up, and the lower parts of the province were 
entirely at peace in lefs than ten days after the defeat of the Ameri- 
can army at Savannah. A great majority of the inhabitants came in, 
and having taken the oath of allegiance, fubmitted themfelves again 
to the authority of the mother-country. Rifle companies of dra- 
goons were formed out of thofe who came in to renew their alle- 
giance, whofe duty it was to patrol the country between the advanced 
pofts, and give ‘nformation of the incurfions of the enemy; and_ 
various other wife and prudent regulations were adopted for the 
future peace and fecurity of the province. 


"8 bag ditto. 
32 cartridges filled for 4 pounders. 


94 barrels of gunpowder. 
1545 cannon fhot. 
104 cafe ditto. 200 fhells. 
g tons lead pigtail, anda confiderable quantity of flints, nails, {pikes, &c. 
3 large fhips, 3 brigantines, 2 floops, and 2 fchooners, fome of them with cargoes on 
board, taken; and 2 floops burnt. ' 
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War between the Americans and Indians—War between France and 

- England—Channel Fleet commanded by Admiral Keppel—Engage- 
ment between the French and Englifh Fleets—Irreconcileable Dif- 
ference between the Admirals Keppel and Pallifer—Inflamed by the 
Zeal of their refpettive Partizans—War in the Eaft Indies. 


UCH were the principal events on the fea-coaft of the revolted 
colonies during the campaign of the year 1778: On their 
weftern frontiers a defultory war was {till carried on between them 
and the Indians, in the mode originally peculiar to thefe favages, 
but now too generally practifed by their better-informed neighbours 
the white inhabitants bordering on their fettlements. Mutual incur- 
fions were made, and ruin and devaftation followed on the fteps of 
the ruthlefs invaders. Whole families were butchered, their houfes 
burnt, the growing corn cut up, and entire plantations laid wafte. 


In this barbarous warfare the flourifhing new fettlement of Wyoming, © 


on the banks of the Sufquehanna, fell a facrifice to an incurfion of 
the Indians: And the Indian fettlements of Unadilla and Anaquago, 
upon the upper parts of the fame river, which were alfo inhabited 
by white people attached to the royal caufe, were in their turn ra- 
vaged and deftroyed by the Americans. 

But we muft now for a time quit the continent of North Ame- 
rica, to purfue thé courfe of the war through the various quarters 
to which it was transferred by the hoftile intervention of the 
French. 
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After the refcript had been delivered which announced to the court 
of London the connexion and alliance formed betwen the king of 
France and the congrefs of the revolted colonies ; and after the 
Britith ambaflador at Paris, and the French ambaffador at London, 
had feverally quitted the places of their refidence, and returned to 
their refpedtive courts, without the formality of taking leave, which, 
according to an etiquette long eftablifhed, is univerfally confidered 
asa prelude to hoftilities; both nations began to make the moft:afli- 
duous preparations for open war. From Toulon, as we have already 
feen, a fleet of twelve fhips of the line was fent to fea under the 
command of the count d’Eftaing ; but the principal naval arfenal of 
the French is at Breft, and there every hand was employed, and 
every finew ftretched, to get ready fuch a fleet as might enable them 
to meet their opponents with advantage upon their own’ element. 
That they might the more effectually diftrad the attention of the 
Britith miniftry, the flale device of threatening an invafion was 
again reforted to; and large bodies of troops were marched from 
the interior parts of the kingdom to the fea-coaft bordering on the 
Britifh channel. | 

In Great Britain the people had been a good deal divided on the 


“fubje& of the American war, and from a knowledge of this cir- 


cumftance the miniftry were probaby deterred from acting with that 
decifion which alone could have promifed fuccefs. Had no foreign 
power interfered, perhaps the war might have eradually languifhed 
until fuch terms had been offered as would have been accepted by 
the Americans, whofe refources, without foreign aid, muft foon 
have failed. But the intervention of the French, in a domeftic dif- 


pute between a fovereign and a part of his fubjects, after the affur- 


ances which had been given to the contrary, was confidered not only 
ag an aét of the bafeft treachery, but as a proof of enmity and hatred 
againft the Britith nation inveterately malignant ; and to punifh 
this 
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this perfidious interference every heart was united, and every hand 
uplifted. 
affertions, it muft be in favour of fome of the leaders of the oppo- 


If any abatement is to be made from thefe unqualified 


fition, or their immediate adherents, who were fo much wedded to 
the caufe of America, that they not only deprecated the idea of re- 
ducing the revolted colonies to obedience by force, but even rejoiced 
in their victories*. But certain it is, that after the alliance entered 
into by the people of the revolted colonies with the court of France, 
they loft the favour and good opinion of all thofe moderate men in 
the Britifh dominions who had formerly efpoufed their caufe, from 
principle, whilft they confidered them as injured and innocent. But 
after the Americans had made themfelves guilty, if they were not fo 
before, by leaguing with the enemies of their country, the people of 
Great Britain became more united in the profecution of the war: 
Their refentment was kindled; the national fpirit was roufed with the 
profpect of the impending difficulties; the miniftry recovered from 
their defpondence; and warlike preparations were made with a {pirit 
and efficacy which our enemies little expe@ed. To guard againtt 
the poffibility of an invafion, the militia were called forth and em- 
bodied ; and although the French, by being the aggreflors, had it in 
their power to adapt their open interference to the ftate of their pre- 
parations, yet fuch was the vigour of our exertions, that a Britith 
fleet of twenty fhips of the line was cruifing in the channel before 
the grand fleet of France was in readinefs to come out of the harbour 
of Breft. 


Admiral Keppel had been fixed upon to command the channel 


" 


fleet, as being a brave and experienced officer, who was highly po- 
pular, and much beloved in the navy; and as he was attached to the 
oppofition, it was hoped that his appointment, if it did not entirely 
reconcile the leaders of that party to the meafures which were in 

* See Parliamentary Debates for a late altercation between Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, refpe@- 
ing the French revolution. 
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Co -Vidtory, of a hundred guns, he failed from Portfmouth on the twelfth 


1778. 


of June; and during his cruife hoftilities were formally commenced 
between Great Britain and France. 

Whilft the fleet was at fea, on the feventeenth, two ftrange fhips 
being feen reconnoitring, orders were given to chafe, and conduct 
them under the ftern of the admiral’s thip. One of them, the Li- 
corne, a French frigate, of thirty-two guns, and two hundred and 
thirty men, being overtaken towards the evening by feveral thips of 
the fleet, confented to fail with them during the night, but in the 
morning difcovering an intention of going off, by attempting to get 
upon a different tack, a fhot was fired acrofs her, when in an inftant 
fhe poured a whole broadfide of her great guns and mufketry into 
the America, a Britith line-of-battle fhip which happened to be 
neareft to her, and immediately ftruck her colours. Strange as this 
proceeding was, it was rendered {till more extraordinary by the fol- 
lowing circumftance that attended it: For at the very inftant when 
the French frigate fired her cannon and mufketry, lord Longford, 
the commander of the America, was ftanding upon the gunwale of 
his own fhip, in friendly converfation with the French commander. 
A broadfide from the America, which at fo near a diftance would 
have probably funk the French frigate to the bottom, would have 
been a juft retribution for fo ufelefs and audacious a bravado; but 
the noble commander wifely reftrained his refentment, and fatisfied 
himfelf with fending the Licorne under the ftern of the Victory. 
The other fhip, which proved to be the Belle Poule, a large French 
frigate, carrying heavy cannon, and commanded by the fieur de la 
Clocheterie, was alfo overtaken in the evening, but at a confiderable 
diftance from the reft of the fleet, by the Britith frigate the Arethufa, 
of thirty-two guns, commanded by captain Marfhall, who commu- 
nicated to the French commander the admiral’s requeft to fpeak with 
him, and his orders for condudting him into the fleet. With thefe 
5 orders, 
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orders the French commander repeatedly and peremptorily refufed © 
to comply. A fhot from the Arethufa was then fired acrofs the U—+—« 


French frigate, which was returned with a broadfide from the latter, 
when a furious and bloody engagement began, which was obftinately 
and refolutely maintained on both fides for more than two hours. 
It was almoft a calm, and as the two frigates were near to each 
other, the damage done to both was very confiderable; but the 
Arethufa had fuffered fo much in her malts, fails, and rigging, that 
at laft, from the fcantinefs of the wind, fhe became quite unmanage- 
able, and floated upon the water like a wreck. Whilft the Britith 
frigate remained in this ungovernable ftate, the French commander 
fet his forefail, and with the help of a light breeze which {prung up, 
made for the French coaft, and anchored in a bay amongft the rocks; 


from which fituation his fhip was towed out of danger the following 


morning by boats from the fhore. Ifthe comparative damage in the 
matts, fails, and rigging, was greateft on board the Arethufa, it was 
overbalanced by the greater lofs of men on board the Belle Poule. 
According to the French accounts the number of killed on board the 
Belle Poule was eftimated at forty-eight, and the wounded at fifty- 
feven; whereas the Arethufa had only eight men killed and thirty- 
fix wounded. On the following morning another French frigate, 
the Pallas, of thirty-two guns, and two hundred and twenty men, 
which was alfo difcovered reconnoitring, was conducted into the 
fleet, and in confequence of the hoftile procedure of the commanders 
of the Belle Poule and the Licorne was with the laft of thefe thips 
{ent into Plymouth. 

The feizure and detention of thefe fhips furnifhed the French with 
a pretence for charging the Britifh nation with being the aggreffors in 
the war: But when two nations are in fuch a flate of enmity, that 
hoftilities muft neceflarily enfue between them, it feems to be a mat- 
ter of little confequence by which of them the war is begun; and 
on 
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C HA P. on the prefent occafion the firft deliberate act of hoftility had been in- 
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Engagement 


petween the 
French and 


Englithfeets. in the afternoon; they came in fight of each oth 


difputably committed long ago by the court of France, in leaguing 

with the rebellious fubjects of the crown of Great Britain, which’ 
would have juftified inftant vengeance on the part of the latter. 
But on this point the Britith miniftry feem to have -been peculiarly 
delicate ; for although admiral Keppel feized and detained two of 
the French king’s frigates, for improper conduét in one of their com- 
ynanders, he fuffered the peaceful merchantmen to pafs through his 
feet unmolefted ; nor were letters of reprifal iffued in Great Britain 
until fome time after they had been iffued by the court of France. 

By the feizure of thefe frigates, admiral Keppel obtained fuch in- 
formation of the ftrength of the French fleet fitting out at Breft, as; 
determined him to return into port and wait for a reinforcement. 
The fleet accordingly came to an anchor at St. Helen’s on the twenty- 
feventh of June. Thither the firft lord of the admiralty immediate- 
ly repaired, to concert meafures for reinforcing the fleet; and with 
fuch expedition were thefe meafures executed, that the admiral was, 
again at fea by the middle of July, with an addition to his fleet of 
ten fhips of the line. It now confifted of thirty fhips of the line, 
one of them of the firft rate, fix of them of ninety guns, and the re- 
mainder of the third rate, which were formed into three divifions, 
the centre commanded by the admiral himfelf, and the other'two 

admirals fir Robert Harland and fir Hugh Pallifer. 

eet, under the command of the count 
d@Orvilliers, was alfo at fea, having left the harbour of Breft on the 
eighth of July; and no fooner had it failed than general letters of 
reprifal againft the king of Great Britain and his {ubjets, erounded 
on the capture of the Pallas and Licorne, were iflued by the court of 
France. ‘Lhe two fleets being thus at fea, in the fummer feafon, it 


could not be long before they met. On the twenty-third of July, 
er, when the Britifh 


fleet 


divifions by vice- 
By this time the French fl 
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fleet happened to be much difperfed. A fignal for forming the line 
‘was immediately thrown out; but night came on by the time the 
thins were able to get into their proper ftations; and before the morn- 
ing the French fleet had obtained the weather-gage. For four days 
fucceffively did the Britith admiral, by chafing to windward, endea- 
-vour to bring the French fleet to an engagement; but his leeward 
fituation rendered all his endeavours fruitlefs. Although the fleet 
of the count d’Orvilliers outnumbered that of admiral Keppel by two 
fhips of the line, and a much greater proportion of frigates, he never- 
thelefs carefully kept the advantage of the wind, and with equal 
‘caution avoided an engagement. But onthe morning of the twenty- 
feventh, whilft the Britith fleet fill chafed to windward, endeavour- 
ing to profit by a flight variation in its favour, a fudden fquall came: 
on, at the very inftant in which the French fleet was in the act of 
performing an evolution, and fo very thick, that during its conti- 
nuance, the two fleets were concealed from the view of each other. 
When the weather cleared up at the end of half an hour, it was per- 
ceived that the French fleet during the fquall had fallen to leeward, 
and was now fo near the leading fhips in.the van of the Britith fleet, 
commanded by fir Robert Harland, as to begin.to.cannonade them. 
At this inftant the fignal for battle was thrown out by the Britith 
admiral; and an engagement began between the two fleets as they 
paffed on contrary tacks, and in oppofite direGtions, which lafted 
When the fleets had paffed each other, and the 
firing had ceafed, the Britifh admiral wore his fhip to return upon 


about two hours. 


the enemy, and threw out a fignal for the reft of his fleet to follow 
his example, and form the line; but at this moment, obferving that 
fome of his fhips, difabled in the engagement, had fallen to leeward, 
and were in danger of being cut off by the enemy, he was in the 
firft place obliged to take meafures for their fafety.. By the ma- 
nozuvres necellary for this purpofe, and by the length of time re- 
7 quired: 
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fuftained by the fhips of the rear’ 
divifion, under fir Hugh Pallifer, which had come laft out of the 
y could be again brought into their ftations 
fo far fpent, that the battle could not be re~ 
In the mean time, the count d’Orvilliers 


engagement, before the 
in the line, the day was 
newed that evening. 

ranged his fleet in order of battle to leeward, and put om every ap- 
pearance as if he meant to wait the attack of the Britith admiral in 
e night he quitted his ftation, and fteered for 


the morning ; but in th 
£ his frigates to fhew lights at 


the coaft of France, leaving three © 
proper intervals, correfponding to the leading fhips of the three di- 
vifions of his fleet, thereby to conceal his flight from the Britifh 
admiral. In the morning the French fleet was at fuch a diftance as 


{carcely to be difcernible. A fignal was made for chafing the fri- 


gates, but it was found impracticable to overtake them; and the 


fleet to which they belonged being ftill at a greater diftance, with 


the wind favourable for carrying it into port, a purfuit was deemed. 


wfelefs. The Britith admiral returned to Plymouth to repair the 
damage done to his fleet, and to land the wounded men; and the 
count d’Orvilliers, after the action, made the beft of his way to the 
harbour of Breft, for a fimilar purpofe. The lofs of men on board 
the Britith fleet in this day’s engagement amounted to one hundred 
and thirty-three killed, and three hundred and feventy-three wound- 


ed: What the lofs on the (ide of the French was, does not appear 
but it is highly probable that it was 


h fhip carries a greater number of 
but as the Britith feamen 


ever to have been made public ; © 
much greater, not only as a Frenc 
men than a Britifh thip of equal force, 
point their guns at the hull, whilft the French feamen principally 


aim at the fails and rigging. - 

One very unfortunate confequence which followed from this en- 
gagement, was, an ‘rreconcileable difference which it occafioned be- 
er in chief and fir Hugh Pallifer, one of 

his 
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his vice-admirals, who commanded the rear divifion of the fic 


‘the day of the engagement: A difference which, inflamed by the in- 


difcreet zeal of the partifans on both fides, rofe to fucha height, as had 
nearly created a fatal diffenfion in the naval fervice. At laft both 
the admirals were in their turn tried by a court-martial for their 
condu& in this day’s engagement, and both were acquitted; the 
acquittal of the commander in chief being attended with circum- 
ftances particularly honourable. He was not only fully and honour- 
ably acquitted, but the charges againft him were by the fentence of 
the court-martial pronounced to be malicious. When the news of 
his acquittal reached London, very general illuminations, inftigated 
by his political partifans, took place for two fucceflive nights; and 
the thanks of both houfes of parliament were voted to him for his 
condué. One member only, Mr. Sturt, had the firmnefs (for many 
it was believed had the inclination), when the queftion was put for 
thanks to admiral Keppel, to fay, in a very audible and impreffive 
tone of voice, No. But after all thefe teftimonies, fo honourable to 
the naval commander in chief, fo violently had this difpute been 
agitated in the daily publications, and fo confidently did the parti 
fans on each fide charge the other with criminal mifconduct or ne- 
gle, that an opinion feems to have become rooted, and ftill in a 
great meafure prevails, notwithftanding the acquittal of both the 


admirals, that {o much was not done on the twenty-feventh of July” 


as might have been done. 

One happy circumftance attending admiral Keppel’s engagement, 
was, that it took place at a critical time, when feveral Britifh fleets 
of homeward-bound merchantmen were expected in the channel : 
And as, after the engagement, the count d’Orvilliers was obliged to 
return into Breft to refit, it fortunately happened, that during this 
interval thefe fleets arrived in fafety. | 

Both the French and Britith fleets put to fea as foon as their da- 
mage was repaired; but they did not again meet during the prefent 
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year. By their reciprocal operations the trade of both countries fuf= 
fered a little; but the balance of captures at the end of the year was: 
confiderably in favour of Great Britain. 

Whilft the French, with almoft equal fuccefs, thus difputed the 
empire of the fea in Europe, they had nearly loft all their pofleflions 
in the Eaft. When a rupture was feen to be inevitable, fo expedi-. 
tioufly had the Englith Eaft India company tranf{mitted their orders, 
and with fo much promptitude were thefe orders executed, that the: 
war broke out in India almoft as foon as in Europe. Chanderna- 
gore and all the factories belonging to the French in Bengal, at 
Yanaon, and Karical, with their fettlement at Maffulipatam, were 
wrefted from them during the fummer; and, in the month of Oc- 
tober, the town and fortrefs of Pondicherry, the capital of the French: 
poffeffions, and the feat of their government in India, with an im- 
menfe train of artillery, and a garrifon of three thoufand men, nine: 
hundred of which were Europeans, after being invefted for two 
months and ten days by an army under major-general Hector Munro. 
by land, and by a {quadron of fhips of war under commodore fir 
Edward Vernon by fea, was furrendered by capitulation. * And 
thus in lefs than four months from the commencement of hoftilities,, 
the French power in Bengal, and; on the coaft of Coromandel, was, 
entirely annihilated. 

But in the weftern.hemifphere, to which we muft now again re-- 
turn, the fuccefs of thefe two great contending powers, in their al- 


the Faft Indiess. 


* Artillery, Arms, Ammunition, and Stores, taken at‘Pondicherry, in 


210 pieces of iron ordnance: €o. wall pieces 
58 pieces of brafs ditto. 45 carbines. 
6 howitzers 556 piftols. 
zo brafs mortars: 930 fwords: 
2 iron ditto 80 barrels gunpowder- 
6182 mufkets 21708. dhot of different. fizes. 


168 rifle-barrel pteces 
ternate 
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ternate endeavours to wreft from each other their foreign pofleflions, 
was much more equally balanced. 

The French having been permitted by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, 
to fhare in the Newfoundland fifhery, which is juftly efteemed a 
moft beneficial fource of commerce; and being, by the fame treaty, 
allowed during the fifhing feafon the temporary ufe of the two {mall 
iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, for the purpofe of curing their 
ith, and preparing them for market ; it was therefore thought to be 
an object of fome importance to deprive them of thefe advantages 
fo foon as it was apparent that they no longer held themfelves bound 
by the treaty through which fuch privileges had been fecured to 
them. No fooner, therefore, had vice-admiral Montague, who com- 
manded on the Newfoundland ftation, received advices of the hoftile 
operations of the count d’Eftaing on the coaft of America, than he, 
in purfuance of orders previoufly tranfmitted to him from England, 
difpatched commodore Evans in the Romney, with a fquadron of 
fhips of war, having on board a party of artillery and two hundred 
marines, under the command of major Wemys, with orders to dif- 
poflefs the French of thefe two iflands, and deftroy their temporary 
fettlements. This fervice was performed without any difficulty. 
The fquadron appeared in the road of St. Pierre on the fourteenth of 
September; and the French governor, being totally unprovided 
with the means of defence againft fuch a force, furrendered upon the 
firft fummons. The arms of the inhabitants, their fifhing veflels, and 
furniture, with a confiderable quantity of oil, fith, and falt, were deli- 
vered up to the captors*; and the inhabitants themfelves, amounting 


* Arms, Ammunition, Veffels, Fith, &c. taken at St. Pierre and Miquelon, in Newfoundland. 


173 mufkets, with bayonets and cartouch-boxes 165 fhallops without decks 
83 fwords 8z canoes 

106 belts 16235 quintals of fifh 

10 fhallops with fhifting decks 201 hogfheads of oil 


22 ditto with fixed ditto 244 ditto of falt. 
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to fornething more than two thoufand men, were {hipped off for Frances 
Every thing valuable, which could not be removed, was deftroyed ; 
and the French fettlements on thefe iflands were entirely laid watte. 
In the fame month, and almoft with the fame eafe, the marquis de 
Bouillé, governor of Martinique, the principal of the French wind- 
ward iflands in the Weft Indies, made himfelf mafter of the Britifh 
‘land of Dominica. ‘The contiguous fituation of thefe two iflands, 
and the defencelefs ftate of the latter, rendered this an enterprife of 
little difficulty. In the evening of the fixth of September, two 
thoufand men were embarked on board. tranfports at Martinique, 
and with thefe, efcorted by four frigates and ten {maller armed vef- 
fels, the marquis de Bouillé, early in the morning of the feventh, 
appeared. off the fouth end of Dominica. A detachment was im- 
mediately landed to attack fort Cachacrou, fituated upon a point of 
land. jutting out into the fea, round which the fleet mult pafs to. 
reach Rofeau, the capital of the ifland ; and from the weaknefs of 
the garrifon, of which the marquis de Bouillé had been previoufly 
rt became an eafy conqueft. The garrifon was foon 


apprized, this fo 
fed round the point unmolefted. A 


overpowered 5 and the fleet pa 
general debarkation now took place at Point Michel; and as.foon as. 
a landing was effected, the French troops marched on towards Ro- 
feau. The battery of Loubiere lay in their way, but it was evacu- 
ated as they approached, after the garrifon had expended all their 
ammunition. The regular troops in the ifland confifted only of a 
party of the royal artillery, and a detachment from the forty-eighth 


Thefe, with. all the militia which could be got together,, 


regiment. 
and it was foon perceived that 


did not amount to five hundred men; 
their refiftance againft a force fo fuperior, could not long avail. De-. 
tachments of the French: were already in pofleffion of the heights: 
behind Rofeau; their main body approached the town from the- 


place of their debarkation ; The frigates. were advancing to batter 
the: 
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the forts; and preparations were making for an aflault. In this pete: 


critical jun@ture, a deputation from the council and principal inhabit- 
ants of the ifland requefted the governor to call a council of war: 
Their requeft being complied with, and the opinion of the council 
of war being in favour of a capitulation, an offer for that purpofe 
was made by the governor, which was immediately accepted by the 
marquis de Bouillé; and fuch liberal terms of capitulation were 
granted as fecured the inhabitants in the enjoyment of their pro- 
perty, and of all the rights, privileges, and immunities which they 
held under the Britifh government, with the further advantage of 
exporting their produce to whatever part of the world they thought 
fit, upon the payment of fuch dutics as the inhabitants of the French 
iflands had been accuftomed to pay inthe iflands or in Europe. The 
inhabitants were even allowed to retain their arms, upon condition 
of not ferving againft France during the war. The garrifon of re- 
gular troops, after marching out with all the honours of war, and 
depofiting their arms, were to be tranfported to Great Britain under 
the condition of not ferving againft the king of France until they 
were exchanged. And as a particular mark of refpect for governor 
Stuart, he was to be at liberty to go where he pleafed, and to continue 
in the fervice of his prince without reftraint. So haftily was this bufi- 
nefs fettled, that the capitulation for the furrender of the whole 
ifland was figned, and the, French put in poffeffion of Fort Young 


before night. The marquis.de Bouillé having thus made himfelf 


mafter of Dominica, returned without delay to Martinique, leaving 
fifteen hundred of his troops to garrifon the ifland. His return was 
probably haftened by the rifk which he incurred of being intercepted 
by admiral Barrington, who was then at Barbadoes, with a fleet of 
two fhips of the line and feveral frigates; and. the fame caufe may 
account for the facility with which he granted in the terms of capi-~ 
tulation almoft every thing which was afked, 
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This fudden and fuccefsful attack created an univerfal alarm in all 
the Englifh Weft India iflands. But the French force at Martinique 
was ftill infufficient for any diftant operation; and fortunately be- 
fore the arrival of the count d’Eftaing in the Weft India feas, the re- 
inforcement of fhips and troops which, we have feen, failed from 
New York on the third of November, had reached Barbadoes, and 
joined admiral Barrington, who had been waiting there for fome 
time in expectation of that junction. 

The troops under general Grant being defigned for immediate 
offenfive operations, were not difembarked: And on the twelfth of 


December, only two days after their arrival, admiral Barrington, 


with the whole fleet, left Barbadoes, and failed for the French ifland 
of St. Lucie, where he arrived the following day. The ifland of 
St. Lucie, on the weft fide, is indented by three great bays, fepa- 
rated from each other by narrow ridges of high and ftrong ground 
jutting out into the ocean, The moft northerly of thefe is called 
the Bay of Du Choque ; that in the middle, the Carenage Bay, at 
the head of which ftands Morne Fortune, the capital town of the 
ifland, and the feat of the government; and the moft foutherly of 
thefe bays is called the Grand Cul de Sac. It was this laft bay 
which the Britifh fleet entered on the thirteenth of December. 
Brigadier-general, now fir William Meadows, with the fifth regi- 
ment, and the grenadiers and light-infahtry of the army, which 
compofed the referve, being forthwith landed, forced the heights oa 
the north fide of the bay, occupied by the chevalier de Mecond, the 
governor, with the regular force which he had under him, and the 
militia of the ifland, and took poffeffion of a battery of four guns which 
had annoyed the fleet as it entered the bay: And in the mean time 
brigadier-general Prefcot was landed with five regiments, to fecure 
the other pofts round the bay, and to preferve a communication with 
the referve. On the following morning, the whole of the troops 
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being difembarked, and brigadier-general fir Henry Calder, with C Le 
four battalions, being left to guard the landing-place, to preferve a U\~— 
communication with the fleet, and to occupy the different paffes in the ee 
mountains on the fouth fide of the bay, the referve, under general Mea- 
dows, fupported by general Prefcot’s brigade, advanced towards the: 
head of the Carenage, and without meeting with any material ob- 
ftruGion, took poffeflion of the town of Morne Fortune, with the 


| government houfe, hofpital, barracks, and all the ftores and maga- 


zines belonging to the ifland; the governor having been obliged to 
retire from poft to poft as the Britith troops advanced. From 
Morne Fortune brigadier-general Meadows proceeded on to the im- 
portant poft called the Virgie, which commands the north fide of 
the Carenage harbour, and before the evening was in pofleffion of 
all the different batteries and pofts upon the neck of land which 
feparates the bay of the Carenage from that of DuChoque. Scarcely 
had this been accomplithed, when the count d’Eftaing’s fleet appeared 
in full view. That commander, upon his arrival at Martiniques 
had been joined by a fleet of tranfports, with nine thoufand troops. 
on board, and with thefe and his fuperior fleet he was elated with : 
i the hope of crufhing the fmall naval force under admiral Barrington, 
| and reducing moft of the windward Britith iflands before admiral 
__ Byron could come to their affiftance. With hopes thus fanguine, he: 
| failed from Martinique ; Barbadoes, St. Vincent’s, Grenada, ‘Tobago, 
| were all in their turn threatened with fubjeCtion to his irrefiftible force, 
But the unexpected attack upon St.. Lucie, information of which was. 
conveyed to him by a veffel which efeaped from the ifland, and met 
| him at fea, difarranged all his {chemes, and for the prefent obliged him 
to give up his vifionary plans. of conqueft. The relief of that ifland 
| was firft to be provided for; and with his fuperiority of force he did 
not doubt of being able to accomplith it. hither, therefore, he di 
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rected his courfe, and appeared in fight, as we have already mentioned 
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of the Carenage, and fecured the high grounds which command it 
on the north fide. He was yet unapprized of the extent of their 
progrefs; and on the following morning ftcered with his whole 
fleet for the bay of the Garenage, fuppofing it not to be poffefled by 
the Britifh troops; but a battery which opened upon his fleet as it 
entered the bay, and ftruck his own fhip the Languedoc, foon con- 
vinced him of his miftake, and obliged him, after returning this falu-. 
tation with a broadfide, to ftand out to fea. 

The count d’Eftaing, being thus difappointed in his attempt upon 
the Carenage, after difcovering by his movements fome degree o 
embarraffment and hefitation, direGted his courfe towards the Grand 
Cul de Sac, where admiral Barrington, in expectation of an attack, 
had already made a difpofition for repelling it. Never, perhaps, 
was a greater fake committed to the defence of a force in appear- 
ance fo inadequate. Admiral Barrington, with only three fhips of 
the line, as many fhips of fifty guns, and the remaining part of his 
force confifting of frigates, was not only to defend himfelf againft 
twelve fhips of the line, with a numerous train of frigates and 
American armed fhips and privateers, but alfo to protect a large fleet 
of tranfports, having on board the provifions, ammunition, ftores, 
and baggage of the army, which there had not yet been time to 


land ; and thus the fate of the army on fhore became implicated in 


that of the fleet. Yet fuch was the confidence of the officers of the 
fleet in each other, but above all, in the naval ability and experience 
of their firm and undaunted commander, that never was a defence 
undertaken with more alacrity, or greater hopes of fuccefs ; nor did 
the event difappoint their moft fanguine-expedtations. During the 
night, and in the morning, the tranfports being warped into the 


bay, and the fhips of war ftationed without them, in a line acrofs » 


the entrance, fo juft a difpofition of his very inferior force did the 
- Britith 
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Britith admiral make, that the count d’Eftaing was repulfed with 
lofs in two different attacks which he made during the day; the firft 
with ten of his largeft fhips, and the laft with his whole force. The 
lofs fuftained by the Britith fleet in thefe attacks, confifted only of two 
men killed and eight wounded. One folitary trophy fell into the 
enemy's hands, a fingle tranfport, loaded with the baggage of fome 
officers of the army, which there had not been time to warp within 
the line of fhips of war. ‘The count d’Eftaing being thus completely 
foiled in his naval operations, both at the Carenage and the Grand Cul 
de Sac, determined to difembark his troops, and try the effect of an at- 
tack upon general Grant by land; and on the following morning, 
after being joined bya frigate, which was feen ftanding into his 
fleet, with a number of fignals flying, he plied to windward beyond 
the Carenage Bay, and came to an anchor off Grofs Iflet. In the 
night, and during the following day, his troops were landed from 
the tranfports, which had anchored in the bay of Du Choque; and 
as the pofleffion of the poft of the Vergie would have enabled his 
fleet to enter the Carenage with fafety, an attack upon that poft was 
the firft military operation that he projected. ‘Two days before, the 
fafety of the Britifh army depended upon the fuccefsful refiftance of 
the fleet; and now the fafety of the fleet was in its turn to depend upon 
theexertionsof the army: For fhould the countd’Eftaing fucceedagainft 
general Grant by land, admiral Barrington could not long withftand 
a combined attack from his fuperior fleet by fea, and his batteries on 
fhore. The high grounds of the Vergie were occupied by brigadier. 
general Meadows, with the referve of the army; and he prepared to 
defend them with a refolution fuitable to their importance, and the 
high expectations formed from his known gallantry, and the bravery of 
the fele&t corps which he commanded. Every thing being in readinefs 
for the afiault, the French cn the eighteenth of December advanced 
in three columns, led by the count d’Eftaing, the marquis de Bouillé, 
and the count Lovendahl. ‘Thrice did they rufh on to the attack, 
Wir.) IT. N and 


89 


Ca a Ps 
AXXVIT. 

en ee 
1778, 


HISTORY OF THE 


and as often were they repulfed. In the emphatic language of ge- 
neral Grant, “ their two firft attacks were made with the impetuo- 
“ fity of Frenchmen ; and they were repulfed with the determined 
“ bravery of Britons.” In the third attack they were foon broke, 
and fled in confufion. General Meadows, although wounded early 
in the day, would not quit the field; but on horfeback vifited every 
quarter where his prefence was neceflary, and continued to give his 
orders, notwithfanding the anguifh of his wound, until the triumph 
of the day was completed, ‘a the final rout and difcomfiture of the- 
French. In the different actions of this day, the French artillery 
which had been taken upon the ifland was turned againft themfelvess 
and did fatal execution. Four hundred were left dead on the field; 
and, according to their own accounts, their wounded were nearly 
three times that number. The magnitude of their lofs, exceeding 
sn number the whole of the Britifh troops which were engaged, 
evinces the defperation and perfeverance with which the French 
made and fupported their attacks, and places far beyond the reach 
of praife the mafterly difpofition formed by general Meadows for 
the defence of his poft, and the bravery and firmnefs of the troops 
to whom that defence was entrufted. The whole lofs of the Britifh 
troops amounted to one hundred and feventy-one: Of thefe thirteen 
only were killed, one hundred and fifty wounded, and eight miff- 
ing. After this fevere defeat, the count d’Eftaing remained in- 
active until the twenty-eighth of December, in the night of which 
he reimbarked his troops, and on the following morning failed with 
his whole fleet to Martinique. Whilft the French fleet was yet in 
fight, the chevalier de Micond offered to capitulate for the furrender 
of the ifland; and although he was now deftitute of all hope of 
relief, and entirely at the mercy of the Britifh commanders; who 
might have ‘nfifted on a furrender at difcretion, fuch liberal terms. 
were granted as his deferted and defperate fituation gave him little 


reafon to expect. ‘The governor and his garrifon were allowed to 
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march out of their pofts with the honours of war, and to retain pos P. 


| their baggage; and having delivered up their arms, were to be tranf- —.- 
| ported to Martinique, as prifoners of war, not to ferve in any mi- pia 
litary capacity until exchanged. The inhabitants, on delivering up 
| their arms and taking the oath of allegiance to the king of Great 
Britain, were to be fecured in the pofleffion of their habitations and 
property, and in the exercife of their religion, to be governed ac- 


cording to the eftablifhed laws of the colony, and to be entitled to 


the fame protection as Britifh fubjects, and not to be obliged to bear 
arms againft the troops of the king of France. Thefe terms being 
granted, all ftores of ammunition and provifions, and every thing 
in general belonging to the king of France, were to be faithfully 
accounted for, and delivered up to the Britifh commifloners*. 


On the fixth of January 1779, admiral Byron’s fleet, which had 1779. 
been fo long expected, arrived at St. Lucie, juft eight days after the 
departure of the count d’Eftaing; and had it not been detained in 
the harbour of Newport, at Rhode Ifland, by contrary winds and 
ftormy weather for fourteen days after it was ready to fail, it is pro- 
| bable, either that the retreat of the count d’Eftaing to Martinique 
would have been cut off, or that a general engagement muft have 
been rifked in order to effect it. But all the proceedings of admiral 


| Byron had hitherto been marred by the oppofition of the elements; 
and even in his prefent paflage from Rhode Ifland, the Fame, one of 
his fhips, was difmafted. 

By his arrival the Britifh naval force in the Weft Indies became 
| equal, if not fuperior, to that under count d’Eftaing, who was 
henceforward obliged to act upon the defenfive, and fhelter his fleet 


| * Ordnance, Ammunition, Stores, &c. taken at St. Lucie in December 1778. 

| 59 pieces of ordnance of different fizes z00 whole barrels corned powder 

| 5766 round fhot 333 mufkets 

407 langridge ditto 18,100 mufket cartridges filled with ball 
2899 cartridges for ordnance 2 cwt. 2qrs, mufket ball, 
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CH AP within the bay of Fort Royal. So apprehenfive did he appear to 
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be of the effeéts of a general engagement, that for fix months to- 
gether he only ventured twice to put to fea; and both times haftily 
returned as foon as the Britith fleet was {een ftanding towards him. 
The iflands of Martinique and 5t. Lucie are fo near to each other, 
that the French fleet could fcarcely come out of Fort Royal Bay 
without being feen from St. Lucie; and fome {mall faft-failing vel- 
{els were alfo appointed to watch its motions. Frequent fquadrons 
to cruife off the mouth of Fort Royal harbour, and, if 
poffible, provoke the count @Eftaing to come out and rifk an en- 
but _no mortification of this fort could induce him to de- 


were fent 


gagement ; 
viate from his defenfive plan. Both fleets were reinforced during 
the winter; that of admiral Byron by a {quadron of fhips from 
England, under commodore Rowley, who had under his convoy a 
fleet of merchantmen for the Weft India iflands ; and that of count 
@Eftaing by a fquadron from France, under the command of the 
count de Grafle: But notwithftanding this reinforcement, the count 
@Eftaing fill remained in the harbour of Fort Royal. 

When the feafon arrived for the departure of the Weft India fleet 
of merchant-fhips for England, admiral Byron was obliged to quit 
his ftation, and put to fea, for the purpofe of enabling the fhips 
from the different iflands to affemble with fafety at St. Chriftopher’s, 
which was appointed to be the place of general rendezvous. Thither, 
therefore, he directed his courfe, having left St. Lucie on the fixth 
of June. The departure of the Britith fleet for the protection of 
the homeward-bound trade, was the fignal for the French to com- 
mence their operations. A force, confiting of four hundred and 
fifty men, under the command of the chevalier de Trolong du 
Romain, was embarked at Martinique, on board of four veffels, 
and failed for the ifland of St. Vincent’s, where they arrived on the 
twelfth of June. A landing was immediately effected, and a com~- 


munication opened with the Caribs, the original inhabitants of the 
ifland, 
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ifland, who yet retained the pofleffion of fome part of it. Between 


them and the Britith fettlers a war had broke out fome few years 
before, which, after much bloodfhed on both fides, terminated in 
the fubjugation of the former. But the Caribs, compelled to fubmit, 
were not reconciled: They fill retained their ancient refentment. 
They confidered the Britifh fettlers as unjuft intruders upon their 


offefions. and were ready to join the French as foon as they land- 
> yy 


ed. The garrifon of the ifland confifted of feven companies of the 
fixticth regiment, amounting to four hundred and fixty-four men, 
rank and file, befides officers, under the command of lieutenant- 
colonel Etherington, as appears by a return of it made on the firft 
day of April in the prefent year; but of thefe only three hundred 
and fifty-feven were actually effective, the reft being confined with 


ficknefs either in the barracks or hofpital. The French, joined by 
the Caribs, advanced againft Kingfton, the capital of the ifland, 
without meeting with any oppofition, On the fixteenth of June 
they took pofleffion of the heights behind the town; and on the 
| fame day, without a mufket having been fired, the whole ifland 
| was furrendered by Valentine Morris, efquire, the governor, with 
the confent of the commander of the garrifon, on terms fimilar to 
thofe which had been granted by the marquis de Bouillé to the in- 
habitants and garrifon of Dominica. The eafy conqueft of St. Vin- 
cent’s feems to have been the caufe of much furprife to general 
Grant, who commanded at St. Lucie: But although no fatisfaCtory 
reafon has been yet given to the public, for this tame fubmiffion on 
the part of the civil governor, and the commander of the king’s 
troops in St. Vincent’s, unlefs the dread of the Caribs, whofe fero- 
city during the former war was {till remembered, can be admitted 
to be fuch; it is neverthelefs prefumable, that fuch reafons did exift, 
| becaufe it is fcarcely credible, that a Britifh officer, bred in the army 
! from his infancy, who had arrived at the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
would 
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would have confented to furrender his troops in this quiet and in- 
offenfive manner, if there had been any reafonable hope of a fuccefl- 
ful refiftance. 

The ifland of St. Vincent having thus become an eafy conqueft, 
the count d’Eftaing, whofe fleet had by this time been increafed by 
another reinforcement of fhips under the command of monfieur de 
la Motte Piquet, failed from Martinique towards the end of June, 
to make an attack upon Grenada, during the abfence of admiral 
Byron. His fleet confifted of thirty-four fhips of war, befides a 
number of tranfports carrying nine thoufand land forces. Of the 
fhips of war, twenty-lix were of the line, and the reft large frigates. 
With this formidable force he arrived at Grenada on the fecond of 
July. The fleet came to an anchor in the bay of Moliniere ; and 
the troops were immediately landed. Detachments from thefe, 
during the night, took poffeffion of fome heights in the vici- 
nity of the town of St. George, the capital of the ifland, from 
which the count d’Eftaing, on the following day, was enabled to 
reconnoitre the defences of the place. Thefe confifted of a fort, and 
an intrenched hill, upon which the hofpital ftood. This hill, which 
nearly commanded the fort, conftituted the principal defence of the 
place, being fteep and of difficult afcent, and ftrengthened alfo with 
pallifadoes, and fome lines of entrenchment. The whole regular 
force of the ifland did not exceed one hundred and fifty men, of 
whom twenty-four were artillery recruits, and the reft belonging to 
the forty-eighth regiment: To thefe were joined about four hundred 
militia, confifting chiefly of French inhabitants, who had become 
fubjeéts after the peace of 1763, and of people of colour; but in 
the night after the landing of the French, fo many of the militia 
deferted, that the whole effective force of the garrifon was reduced 
under three hundred men. To a fummons fent by the count 


d’Eftaing, demanding a furrender of the ifland, lord Macartney, the 
gover- 
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governor, refolutely anfwered, that he was unacquainted with the 
force of the befiegers, but that he knew his own, and was deter- 
mined to defend himfelf as long as he could. The count d’Eftaing 
had hoped that the difplay which he had made of the magnitude of 
his force, both by fea and land, would have induced the governor 
to capitulate, from a conviction that all oppofition would be fruit- 
lefs; but the anfwer which he now received announced an obftinate 
refiftance, from which the fiege, if carried on by regular approaches, 
might be protraéted until the arrival of admiral Byron with the 
Britith fleet. He therefore determined, after viewing the works, 
to ftorm the lines upon the hofpital hill, whatever number of men 
it might coft him. A difpofition was accordingly made; and the 
following night the lines were aflaulted in three different places, 
the column which made the principal attack being commanded bythe 
count d’Eftaing in perfon. The French were at firft repulfed, and 
fuffered feverely, not only from the fire of the garrifon, but from 
the guns of a fhip of war in the harbour, which enfiladed one of 
their columns. In the next attack, however, they were fuccefsful, 
forced the lines, notwithftanding a brave refiftance made by the gar- 
rifon, and gained the fummit of the hill. The cannon found on the 
hofpital hill were on the following morning turned againit the fort ; 
and the fort being commanded by the hill, Lord Macartney was 
reduced to the neceflity of fending a flag of truce with an offer of 
furrendering the ifland by capitulation. In anfwer to his flag, he 
was allowed only an hour and a half to propofe his terms; and 
although thefe were got ready, and prefented in due time, they were 
inftantiy and wholly reje@ted by the count d’Eftaing, who, inftead of 
them, made propofals fo extraordinary and inadmiffible, that the 
governor, with the confent of the principal inhabitants, rather 
than accept of them, agreed to furrender at difcretion; and in this 


manner, on the fourth of July, the count d’Eftaing became poffefled 
of the ifland of Grenada, 
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In the mean time, admiral Byron, who had failed with the home- 
ward-bound fleet from St. Chriftopher’s, on the fifteenth of June, 
after accompanying them a proper diftance, and appointing a con- 
voy to efcort them during the remainder of their paflage, returned 
with the reft of his fleet to his former ftation at St. Lucie, where, 
however, he did not arrive until the firft of July, having been for 
fome time retarded by a ftrong eafterly wind and lee-current, in his 
endeavours to weather the ‘land of Martinique. At 5t. Lucie he 
was informed of the capture of St. Vincent’s: And an arrangement 
for its recovery being inftantly made between him and general 
Grant, fo expeditioufly were the troops embarked, which were def- 
tined for this fervice, that the whole fleet failed on the third of July. 
In the paflage to St. Vincent’s, information was received that the 
count d’Eftaing had left Martinique, and was gone to attack Gre- 
nada. This intelligence produced a change in the plan which had 
been pre-concerted between the admiral and the general; and a de- 


termination was now made to proceed with all expedition to the 


relief of Grenada. Soon afterwards two veflels which had made 
their efcape, after the arrival of count d’Eftaing, and before the fur- 


render of the ifland, met the Britifh fleet; and from the intelligence 
dto believe that the naval force 


brought by them, the admiral was le 
was inferior to his own: 


at Grenada, under the count d’Eftaing, 
From the fame fource of intelligence he alfo learned that lord Mac- 
artney expected to be able to hold out for a fortnight. Admiral 
Byron’s fleet, exclufive of tranfports, confifted of twenty-one fhips 
of the line, and one frigate ; the count d’Eftaing’s force was tTepte- 
fented to be between fourteen and nineteen fhips of the line; and 
under the influence of this intelligence, which afterwards appeared 
to be erroneous, the admiral made his fubfequent arrangements for 
the attack of the French fleet. On the evening of the fifth of July 
the Britifh fleet being fo near that it mutt neceflarily be in fight of 


Grenada on the following morning, the fhips of war were drawn 
| from 
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from amongft the tranfports, and thefe were left to windward under 


RSA. 


the care of rear-admiral Rowley, with three fhips of the line, who U+~—' 


had, neverthelefs, orders to quit the tranfports and join the reft of 
the fleet whenever on the following morning a fignal for that pur- 
pofe fhould be made. The van divifion of the Britifh fleet was com- 
manded by admiral Barrington, in the Prince of Wales; the centre 
divifion by admiral Byron, in the Princefs Royal; and the rear by 
admiral Hyde Parker, in the Conqueror. In this order they failed 
during the night; and at dawn of day the following morning were 
in fight of Grenada and the French fleet. One of the count 
d’Eftaing’s frigates had brought him intelligence, during the night, 
of the approach of admiral Byron, and he, in confequence of this 
intelligence, had given orders for his fleet to get under way by day- 
light in the morning; fo that when the French fleet was firft defcried 
by admiral Byron, part of it was already under fail, and the reft in 
a clufter getting under way as faft as they could, a fituation in which 
it was impoffible to afcertain their number. A fignal was imme- 
diately thrown out for a general chafe towards the quarter where 
the French fleet lay, another for rear-admiral Rowley to quit the 
tranfports and join, and foon afterwards a third for a clofe engage- 
ment; the fhips to fall in and form the line as they got up. As the 
Britith fleet bore down, that of the count d’Eftaing ftretched out 
from the land, and formed a line to leeward. Its great fuperiority 
was now perceptible; but if in confequence of this difcovery any 
alteration had been neceflary in the difpofition of the Britifh fleet, 
it was now too late to make it, as feveral of the advanced fhips were 
already engaged. Admiral Barrington in the Prince of Wales, 
captain Sawyer in the Boyne, and captain Gardner in the Sultan, 
prefling forward with that ardour which has at all times diftinguifh- 
ed the Britifh naval fervice, had foon clofed with the enemy’s fleet, 
and brought it to action, bravely fuftaining their fpirited attack until 
they were joined by their companions. To fuccour thefe advanced 
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fhips, and, if poflible, to make the action decilive, the fame fignals 
were ftill continued. But it was not the count d’Eftaing’s intention, 
notwithf{tanding the great fuperiority of his force, to rifk the fate of 
Grenada upon the uncertain iffue of a clofe engagement with an 
enemy, which, though inferior in number, was formidable enough 
to create apprehenfion; he therefere kept his fleet at a cautious dif 
tance, whenever the aétion had the appearance of becoming general, 
and clofed only when fingle fhips of the Britith fleet, in confequence 
of their advanced fituation, were expofed to the fire of feveral of his 
own. His hips, too, being cleaner than thofe of admiral Byron, 
he had it too much in his power to ‘nereafe or diminith his diftance 
as it fuited his purpofe ; whence it happened that fome of the Bri- 
tith fhips were much difabled, whilft others were little injured, and 
fome few not at all engaged. The three fhips already mentioned, 
which commenced the action, fuftained confiderable damage, 
and loft a number of men: The brave admiral Barrington was 
amongft the wounded. The Grafton, captain Collingwood, the 
Cornwall, captain Edwards, and the Lion, captain Cornwallis, hap- 
pening during fome part of the action to be to leeward of the 
Britith line, fuftained the whole fire of the French fleet as it pafled, 
and were greatly difabled ; as was the Monmouth, captain Fanfhawe, 
who gallantly bore down to ftop the van of the enemy, and bring 
them to clofe a@tion. The Britifh admiral feeing the difabled con- 
dition of fo many of his fhips, hauled down the fignal for chafe, 
but continued that for clofe aétion; keeping at the fame time to 
windward, and forming his line as well as circumftances would per- 
mit, to prevent the enemy from doubling upon him, and cutting 
him off from his tranfports, an intention which fome of their move- 
ments plainly indicated. The defign of the count d’Eftaing againft 
the tranfports being thus fruftrated, he tacked to the fouthward with 
his whole fleet about three in the afternoon. The Britifh admiral 


inflantly did the fame, that he might be in readinefs to protect the 
Grafton, 
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Grafton, Cornwall, and Lion, three of his difabled fhips, which © HA ?. 
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were far aftern, and the laft of them greatly to leeward. The Lion -~—~ 


had loft fome of her mafts, and her fails and rigging were fo much 
cut to pieces that captain Cornwallis found it impoflible to beat to 
windward: ,As foon, therefore, as the French fleet had tacked, and 
appeared to ftand towards him, he bore away before the wind, and 
went with all the fail he could fet to the weftward. The other two 
fhips ftood for the Britifh fleet, and from the extreme caution of the 
count d’Eftaing, were fortunate enough to rejoin it: So ftudioufly 
did he avoid every thing which could lead to a clofe engagement, 
that he made no effort to intercept them, although it was apparently 
much in his power. Night at laft put an end to the action, the 
French fleet being then about three miles to leeward. 

At the time when the Britifh fleet in the morning was neareft to 
the town of St. George, the white flag was feen flying on the fort 
and the different batteries, an appearance which left no doubt in 
the mind of the Britifh admiral that the French were already in 
poffeffion of the ifland; and as in the prefent crippled ftate of his 
fleet nothing effeCtual could be done for recovering it, he fent orders 
in the evening to the tranfports to make the beft of their way to St. 
Chriftopher’s, whilft he with the fhips of war fhould keep between 
them and the enemy. And the Monmouth, which had fuffered fo 
much as to ftand in need of immediate repair, was ordered to the 
fame place. Asthe French fleet was only three miles to leeward at the 
clofe of the engagement in the evening ; and.as the count d’Eftaing 
during the action muft have clearly perceived his great fuperiority 
over the Britifh fleet in point of number; admiral Byron expected 


to have been attacked as foon as day-light appeared in the morning; 
but in the morning the French fleet was not to befeen. It had return- 
ed during the night to Grenada: And as nothing farther could at pre- 
fent be attempted for the recovery of the ifland, the Britith admiral fol- 
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weftward at the time when the French fleet tacked on the day of 
the engagement, was fo entirely difabled, that captain Cornwallis 
was obliged to bear away for Jamaica to get her damage repaired. 
In mafts, fails, and rigging, the damage done to the Britifh feet was 
ereat; but in men the lofs of the French was beyond all comparifon 
ereater. Endeavours were ufed to conceal it; but the beft accounts 
made it amount to one thoufand two hundred killed, including 
twenty-one officers, and nearly two thoufand wounded; whereas the 
lofs on board the Britith fleet amounted only to four officers and one 
hundred and feventy-nine men killed, and the fame number of of- 
ficers and three hundred and forty-two men wounded *. 


* Return of killed and wounded on board Admiral Byron’s Fleet, the 6th of July 1779, 
in the Aton with the French Fleet off Grenada. 


Ships. Commanders. Men. \ Guns. \ Killed. | Wounded, 
Rear Admiral Rowley . 

6 i 3 Captain Chriftian $ fiat 7 75 
S 2. Boyne Captain Sawyer 520| 68 12 30 
"24 3+ Royal Oak Captain Fitzherbert 600} 74 4 12 
Q . Vice Admiral Barrington P 
: | 4. Prince of Wales SMG 3] Orr] 74 | 26 | 46 
tN | 5. Magnificent Captain Elphinfton 600} 74 8 Iz 
6. Trident Captain Molloy 500 | 64 3 6 
L 7. Medway Captain A fileck 420| 60 —_ 4 
C 8. Fame Captain Butchart 600 | 74 4 9 
9g. Nonfuch Captain Griffith 500| 64 — eee 
_ | ro. Sultan Captain Gardner 600 | 74 16 39 
$211. Princels Royal $e ean Bini 2) 70| 90 | 3 | 6 
< | 12. Albion Captain Bowyer 600 | 74 _ 2 
13. Stirling Caftle Captain Carkett 500} 64 2 6 
L314. Elifabeth Captain Trufcott 600 | 74 I 2 
(ts. Yarmouth Captain Bateman 500 | 64 _ = 
16. Lion Captain Cornwallis 500} 64 21 30 
17. Vigilant Sir Digby Dent f 500 | 64 _ = 

cm R iral Parke 
5 4 18. Conqueror yee Beare a ri t 617 | 74 = = 
& | 1g. Cornwall Captain Edwards Goo | 74 16 27 
20. Mormouth Captain Fanfhawe 500} 64 25 28 
21. Graiton Captain Collingwood 600} 74 35 63 
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The ifland of Grenada having been furrendered at difcretion, the 
governor, garrifon, and inhabitants, were fubje€ted to the will of the 
| conqueror, except fo far as the law of nations, independent of all 
| pofitive ftipulation, impofed limits to his authority. But even thefe, 
| it is faid, were fhamefully tranfgreffed; and the inhabitants expe- 
rienced all the rigorous oppreflion and feverity which flow from 


‘uncontrolled power, when exercifed by an unfeeling and unprin- 


| cipled defpot. 
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General Alarm throughout the Britifh Weft India Tlands—Quieted by 
| the Departure of Count d’ Eflaing to Hifpaniola—Reduétion of Sun- 
." bury in Georgia—Colonel Campbell's Expedition to Augufia—Cir- 
y cuit for the Encouragement of the Loyalifts performed by Colonel 
Hamilton— Colonel Hamilton quits Augufta and returns to Savannah— 
Attempt of General Lincoln to ftraiten the Britifh Quarters—Fruf- 
trated by Colonel Prevofi—Unfuccefsful Attempt of General Prevoft 
on Charleftown—General Prevoft retires from Charleftown, and 
takes Poft at Fobn’s Tland. , 


CHAP. Afi LE balance of conquefts in the Weft Indies was now ereatly in 
Ete favour of the French; St. Lucie, the only Britifh acquifition, be- 


ee 
Geni? ing but a poor recompence for the lofs of Dominica, St. Vincent’s, 
Breit and Grenada; and the great fuperiority of the French fleet in that 


A quarter threatened to make the balance ftill greater, and filled the 
c ndia eee oe ° ° 
iflands, : shabitants of the remaining Britifh Welt India pofleflions with general 
alarm and apprehenfion. But the approach of the hurricane feafon, 
added to the lofs of men in the laft aGion, fet bounds for the pre- 
t quieted by fent to the ambitious projects of the count d’Eftaing. After remain- 
the departure . : 3 
re , of count ing fome time at Grenada, for the purpofe of fettling the govern- 
ye Tifpenicla. ment, he failed with his fleet for Cape Francois, in Hifpaniola. And 
here we fhall leave him, in order to refume the relation of fuch 
events as happened on the American continent fince the commence- 


ment of the prefent year. 


The 
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The rigour of winter fufpended all military operations between 


the two great armies in the province of New York, until the return 


is the propereft feafon for ation, and in this laft province it may be 
remembered that lieutenant-colonel Campbell began his victorious 
career as late as the end of December. We left him, after he had 
defeated the provincials, and driven them acrofs the Savannah into 
South Carolina, receiving the inhabitants of Georgia under the pro. 
teCtion of Great Britain, forming them into military corps for their 
own defence, and framing other regulations for the future peace and 
fecurity of the province. He had alfo projefted, and was making 
preparations for proceeding on an expedition up the Savannah to 
Augutfta, the principal town in the interior part of the province, as 
foon as the arrival of general Prevoft fhould enable him to under- 
take it. ‘That general had met with many difliculties and delays 
in his march towards Georgia, from the want of horfes and carriages 
to tranfport his artillery, ammunition, baggage, and provifions. Thefe 
were carried in open boats, throuch the different inland water- 
courfes, with which the fea-coaft of Eaft Florida, as well as Geor- 
gia and the Carolinas, every-where abounds ; and the boats were fre- 
quently obliged to make large circuits, in order to avoid the enemy’s 
gallies. During thefe circuits the troops, for want of other pro- 
vifions, were fometimes obliged to fubfift for feveral days together 
on oytfters, which the inlets from the fea fortunately afforded. At 
laft, however, they penetrated into Georgia, and reached Sunbury 
about the beginning of January, the fort of which they immediately 
invefted, being the only place of ftrength remaining in the poffef- 
fion of the Americans in the lower parts of the province. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Prevoft, the brother of the general, by making a forced 
march with part of the troops, had previoufly furrounded it to pre- 
vent the garrifon from efcaping, the commander of which at firft 
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P. feemed determined to make an obftinate refiftance; but after trenches 
d, and fome pieces of artillery had been brought up, he 


teen were opene 


1779 
Reduction 
Sunbury i 
Georgia. 


of thought fit, on the ninth of January, to furrender the fort at difcre- 


2 tion, with upwards of forty pieces of ordnance, and a confiderable 


quantity of ammunition”; an acquifition made with the lofs of only 
one man killed and three wounded. | lnewercssot thie garrifon in 


killed and wounded was equally inconfiderable ; but the furvivors, 


amounting to two hundred and twelve, were made prifoners of war. 


General Prevoft, aftet the reduction of Sunbury, proceeded to Sa- 
vannah, where he arrived about the middle of January; and as foon 
afterwards as the neceflary arrangements were completed, lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell fet out on his expedition to Augutta. 

h depends upon the promptitude with which a com- 
nd improves thofe opportunities of action that are 
prefented by fortuitous circumftances. This obfervation has been ° 
already exemplified in the conduét of lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 
on the day on which he defeated the American troops before Savan- 
nah, with fo little lofs on his own fide; and it is further verified by 
all the proceedings of this officer during his command. Had he not 


commenced his operations at the critical moment when he did com- 
r the junction of general Prevoft, : 


In war muc 


mander feizes a 


mence them, without waiting fo 
and had he not improved his firft fuccefs by rapidly purfuing the : 
enemy after their -defeat, until they were finally driven out of ; 


* Artillery, Stores, &c. taken at Sunbury in Georgia, in January 1779, when the Fort was - 


furrendered to General Prevott. 
3002 mufket cartridges, 500 carbine ditto j 
150 mufket ball, 1,800 cwt. lead in pigs 4 


28 powder barrels 


24 pieces of brafs ordnance 
1 brafs feven-inch mortar 


20 pieces of iron ordnance 


824 round fhot of different fizes 4oo mufket flints 

too cafe and grape fhot, 30 fhells, 50 hand 150 cartridge boxes, 72 pouches with powder , 
grenades horns 

280 mufkets with bayonets, 12 rifles, 40 30 claw hand{pikes with ladles, wad-hooks, ; 
fafees and carbines, and 4 wall pieces and fpunges. 
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the province, it is probable that the conqueft of even the lower parts CH A P. 
of Georgia, inftead of being effeCted in lefs than ten days, might have —~—— 


been a work not only of time, but of difficulty; as a large reinforce- 
ment was haftening towards it, which reached thenorthern banks of the 
Savannah juft in time to collect the {cattered remains of the American 
general How’s defeated army. | 
The delegates from South Carolina and Georgia, with.a view to 
the conqueft of Eaft Florida, had folicited the congrefs to appoint 
general Lincoln to the command of the troops to the fouthward. 
That officer was the fecond in command in the army which captured 
general Burgoyne, a circumftance which of itfelf was fufficient 
to give him eclat. But his judicious, brave, and {fpirited conduc 
on the occafion, gave him ftill better pretenfions to fame, and en- 
titled him, in the opinion of the Americans, to no fmall fhare in the 
glory of the atchievement. He was, in September of the laft year, 
appointed by congrefs to the command of the fouthern army, and 
arrived at Charleftown in South Carolina about the beginning of 
December. | 
Long before Lincoln’s arrival at Charleftown, general Wafhing- 
ton, through his fpies at New York, had received intelligence of the 
intended expedition againft Georgia; and as foon as this informa- 
tion was conveyed to the fouthward, the provincial government of 
North Carolina, with a decifion which did them credit, embodied 
two thoufand of their militia to ferve for five months, and without 
delay fent them on to Charleftown, under the command of generals 
Afhe and Rutherford, where they were to be provided with arms. 
Thefe troops arrived in time at Charleftown to have reached general 
How at Savannah before he was attacked, had they been imme- 
diately furnifhed with arms. But the government of South Caro- 
fina refufed to fupply them, until it was finally afcertained by 
the proceedings of the Britifh, that Georgia, and not South Carolina, 
Vou, IL (8 was 
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CHAP was the objec of their expedition, The reinforcement which we 
i» have already mentioned to have met general How, as foon as he 
7779 ad croffed the Savannah, confifted of a detachment of thefe troops, 
with two regular regiments. from Charleftown, amounting in the 
whole to nine hundred and fifty men ; and with thefe and the re- 
mains of the Georgia army, general Lincoln, on the third of Ja- 
nuary, eftablifhed his head-quarters at Puryfburg, on the north fide 

of the river, about fifteen miles above the town of Savannah. 

The inhabitants of feveral of the interior counties. of North Caro- 
lina were known to be well affected to the Britifh government. The: 
expedition up the Savannah, the courfe of which led towards thefe. 
inhabitants, had, therefore, a double object, and was intended to open 
and eftablifh a communication with them, as well as to reduce the. 

Colonel remaining part of Georgia. Augutta, the fecond town in Georgia,, 
Campbell’s ties upon the fouthern bank of the river Savannah, and is diftant 


expedition {One 
Auguitain from the fea-coaft about one hundred and fifty miles. The previous 


Georgia. ; 
y for marching through fuch an extent of 


arrangements neceflar 
and in fome not at all inhabited, 


country, in many places thinly, 
were fo well adjufted by lieutenant-colonel Campbell, that he met 


with few interruptions, except fuch as arofe from the water-courfes. 
in his way, the bridges over which were in moft places deftroyed.. 
Upon his approach to Augufta, a body of provincials, under the 
command of brigadier-general Williamfon,, quitted. the town, and. 


retreated acrofs the river.. 


bjtants locked in, took the oath. of allegiance, and, for their own de- 


fence, were formed into companies, under officers of their own. 


Circuit for 


ragement of 


theloyalits, with two hundred infantry, mounted on horfeback, to encourage. 


performed by t : re 
Prlonel Hae fuch of the inhabitants as were attached to the Britifh government, 


milton, and to difarm the difaffecred. In his progrefs he foon. difcovered 
that), 


Here, as well as at Savannah, the inha-. 


choice. From Augufta licutenant-colonel Hamilton of the North. 
the encou- Carolina regiment was. detached towards the frontiers of Georgia,, 
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that, although many of the people came in to take the oath of alle- 
giance, the profeflions of a confiderable number were not to be de- 
pended upon; and that fome came in only for the purpofe of gain- 
ing information of his ftrength and future defigns. In various 
quarters he met with oppofition; and all their places of ftrength 
held out until they were reduced. The redution of moft of thefe 
was not, however, a work of great difficulty, as they confifted only 
of ftockade forts, calculated for defence againft the Indians. At 
laft, having nearly completed his circuit, he was attacked by a colo-~ 
nel Pickens, with five hundred militia, who had marched againft 
him from the diftri@ of Ninety-fix, in the province of South Caro- 
lina; but the militia were foon repulfed and obliged to fly. The 
bodies of nine or ten who had been killed in the a@ion were 
afterwards found in the woods covered with leaves; their wounded 
they carried off. During the progrefs of lieutenant-colonel Hamil~ 
ton, a number of loyalifts in the interior parts of North Carolina 
had embodied themfelves under a colonel Boyd, and attempted to 
force their way into Georgia, and form a junétion with the Britith 
troops. It was to oppofe thefe, as well as to check colonel Hamil- 
ton’s progrefs, that colonel Pickens had affembled his militia; and 
finding that he could make no impreffion upon the latter, he turned 
his arms againft the loyalifts, who had by this time forced a paflage 
acrofs the Savannah’ in the face of a detachment which he had left 
to oppofe them. He came up with them at Kettle Creek, and an 
engagement enfued, in which the loyalifts, after an obftinate refift- 
ance, were defeated with the lofs of their commander, colonel Boyd, 
and a confiderable number killed and wounded. About three hun- 
dred of them, by keeping together, afterwards found means to join 
the Britith army. The reft were difperfed, fome flying back to 
North Carolina, and others into South Carolina, where they threw 
themfelves upon the mercy of their countrymen, Of thofe who 
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fled into South Carolina, feventy were tried and convicted of trea-: 
fon againft the new government, but five only were put to death. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell having received orders to retreat 
from Augufta, recalled the detachment from the frontiers, and about 
the middle of February retired down the Savannah by eafy marches 
until he reached Hudfon’s Ferry, about twenty-four miles above 
Ebenezer, now the head-quarters of the army. At Hudfon’s Ferry 
he left the advance of the army under the command of lieutenant- 
colonel Prevoft, and returned to Savannah, to eftablifth fome civil 
regulations in the province, previous to his departure for England, 
which took place foon afterwards. 

The poft at Augufta was found too diftant to be fupported; for 
as the Britifh troops extended themfelves along the fouthern banks 
of the Savannah, the provincials did the fame on the oppofite fide s 
and general Lincoln, whofe force was every day increafing, had not 
only eftablifhed feveral pofts in force on the north fide of the river,, 
but was alfo enabled to detach general Afhe, with one thoufand five 
hundred militia, and fome regular troops, to ftrengthen the provin- 
cial poft oppofite to Augufta, and to improve any opportunity which 
might offer for crofling the river, in order to ftraiten the Britifh 
quarters. General Afhe, upon his arrival at the poft oppofite to: 
Augutfta, found that town already evacuated by the Britith troops, 
who had retired down the river: He therefore, in purfuance of his 
orders, croffed the river, and followed them as far as Brier Creek,, 
behind which he took poft, about thirteen miles above Hudfon’s. 
Ferry. 

General Lincoln was now forming a plan in concert with general 
Afhe, for confining the Britifh troops within full narrower limits ; 
but before he could carry it into execution, lieutenant-colonel Pre-- 
voft, with a detachmerit confifting of three grenadier companies of 
the fixtieth regiment, fir James Baird’s light-infantry, the fecond. 
i batta=. 
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battalion of the feventy-firft regiment, captain Tawes’s provincial 
troop of light dragoons, and fome rangers and militia, amounting in 
the whole to nine hundred men, by making a circuit, and crofling 
Brier Creek fifteen miles above the place where general Afhe was 
encamped, found means to get into his rear unperceived; and whilft 
major Macpherfon, with the firft battalion of the feventy-firft regi- 
ment, and fome irregulars, with two field-pieces, appeared in front 
of the Americans, in order to draw their attention that way, they 
were on the third of March attacked in the oppofite quarter by lieu- 
tenant-colonel Prevoft, and totally routed and difperfed, with the 
lofs of feven pieces of cannon, feveral ftand of colours, almoft all 
their arms, and the whole of their ammunition and baggage. About 
one hundred and fifty of the enemy fell in the field of action and in 
the purfuit; twenty-feven officers, including brigadier-general Elbert, 
the fecond in command, with two hundred men, were made pri- 
foners; and a much greater number perifhed in the river endeavour- 
ing to make their efcape. Of thofe who did efcape, many returned 
home: And of the whole detachment under general Afhe, which 
was fuppofed to exceed two thoufand men, only four hundred and 
fifty rejoined general Lincoln. The lofs of the Britifh troops amount- 
ed only to five private foldiers killed, and one officer and ten privates 
wounded. The plan of this furprife was well imagined, and the 
execution admirably conducted ; and both ferve to exhibit in a very 
fuperior point of view the military talents of lieutenant-colonel 
Prevoft. In confequence of this fignal victory, the communication 
was again opened between the Britifh pofts and the frontier fettle- 
ments. 

In the mean time a new governor was elected for South Carolina, 
and to him and his council were delegated powers almoft diGatorial 


for the defence of the province. In confequence of the rigorous 
exercife of thofe powers, the army under general Lincoln was foon. 
aftere 
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CH A P. afterwards reinforced with a body of one thoufand militia; and this 


reinforcement enabled him to refume his former defign of ‘entering 
Georgia by the way of Augufta, in order to interrupt the communi- 
cation which lieutenant-colonel Prevoft’s vi€tory had opened: He 
had alfo another powerful motive for marching towards that place 
at prefent, which was to protect the provincial delegates for Geor- 
gia, who had agreed to meet and hold a convention at Augufta in 
the month of May. General Lincoln’s force now amounted to 
Sve thoufand men: Of thefe he left about one thoufand to earrifon 
Puryfburg and Black Swamp, the former of thefe places under the 
command of colonel Macintofh, and the latter under general Moul- 
trie; and with the reft, on the twenty-third of April, he began his 
march up the Savannah. Five days after his departure general Pre- 
vott, with a-view of obliging him to return, pafled over the greatetft 
part of his army into South Carolina. The American pofts at 
Puryfburg and Black Swamp were immediately abandoned ; and ge- 
neral Moultrie, unable to withftand the force to which he was op- 
pofed, retreated haftily towards Charleftown, deftroying all the 
bridges in his rear as he pafied them. Exprefles were immediately 
difpatched after general Lincoln ; but he concluded that the irrup- 
tion of the Britifh troops into South Carolina was only a feint to 
divert him from his principal objet, and unmoved proceeded on 
his march, after detaching three hundred chofen troops to reinforce 
general Moultrie. ‘The Britith general’s original intention was no 
other than what Lincoln fuppofed; but meeting with {carcely any 
oppofition or impediment in his progrefs, except what arofe from 
the deftruétion of the bridges, and receiving at the fame time in- 
formation of the defencelefs flate of Charleftown on that fide on 
which he would approach it, he began to cherith the hope of being 
able to reduce it before general Lincoln could come to its) Peliéfs 
and the farther he advanced, his expectations became the more fan- 
guine, 


AMERICAN WAR. 


guine, in confequence of the general fcope of the intelligence © 
received from the inhabitants of the province, who joined him on U-+—~ 


his march. 

At Charleftown all was buftle and confufion; and the inhabitants 
were for fome time in a ftate of the moft anxious fufpenfe, between 
the hope of being relieved by general Lincoln, to whom ex~ 
preffes were daily fent, and the fear of being attacked before his re- 
turn. Charleftown ftands upon a point of land between the rivers 
Afhley and Cooper, which uniting juft below it, and inclofing the 
town between them, form a bay, opening into the fea, at the dif- 
tance of fome miles eaftward. "Towards the bay, and the rivers on 
each fide, batteries had been erected, as,in thefe quarters the town 
was expofed to an attack from a naval force; but towards the land 
fide {carcely any precautions had been taken for its defence, as on 
that fide they had hitherto apprehended no danger. It was in this 
quarter, however, that at prefent all their danger lay ; and the greateft 
efforts were made to put it into fome tolerable {tate of defence. The 
flaves, with which South Carolina abounds, were now of the 
ereateft ufe. The houfes in the fuburbs being burnt down, and an 
immenfe number of flaves being employed, lines and abbatis were 
in a few.days carried acrofs from Afhley to Cooper River, and can- 
non were mounted at proper intervals. Fort John{ton, on the fouth 
fide of the bay, as being at prefent of no ufe, was difmantled, and the 
garrifon withdrawn to Charleftown. General Moultrie, with the 
remains of his retreating army, entered the town, governor Rut- 
lege arrived with a body of militia from the interior country, and co= 


lonel Harris with the three hundred light troops detached by general 


Lincoln. Count Pulafki too, with his legion, crofled Cooper River 
to Charleftown the fame day on which it was invefted by general 


Prevoft. The arrival of thefe different reinforcements all nearly about 


the fame time, infufed fome {pirit into the inhabitants, and encou- 
} raged. 
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raged them to ftand upon their defence. If numbers could give 
them confidence, they had indeed every reafon to expect fuccefs; as, 
in confequence of thefe reinforcements, the garrifon exceeded ge- 


neral Prevoft’s army in number by at leaft one third. 


On the tenth of May, in the evening, the Britith troops reached 
Athley Ferry, and, having paffed the river, appeared before the lines 
at Charleftown on the following day, the remainder of which was 
{pent in {kirmifhes of little moment. On the twelfth the town was 
fammoned to furrender ; and favourable terms of capitulation were 
offered, which however were rejected. But as it was of confequence 
to the garrifon and the people of the town to gain as much time 
as pofible, things were fo contrived that the whole day was {pent 
in fending and receiving meflages ; in the courfe of which a pro- 
pofal was made on their part for the neutrality of the province during 
the war, and that at the end of the war its fate fhould be determined 
by the treaty of peace. But after various meflages and explana- 
tions of this propofal, it was utterly rejected by general Prevoft; and 
the commiflioners from the town were told, that as the garrifon was 
in arms, they muft furrender as prifoners of war. This declaration 
put an end to the negotiation ; and the inhabitants of the town now. 
expected nothing elfe than an aflault. But on the following morn- 
ing they were agreeably furprifed when they found that the Britith 
troops had been withdrawn during the night, and had re-crofled 
Athley Ferry. After taking a view of the lines at Charleftown, ge- 
neral Prevoft was convinced, that, although unfinifhed, they were 
not to be forced without fuch a lofs of men as he could not fpare. 
He alfo knew that the garrifon, reinforced as it had been, was now 
more numerous than the troops which he had to lead againft it *e 
and that general Lincoln was by this time haftening to its relief 


* General Prevoft’s force was about 2400 men; the garrifon 3300, including militia. 
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from the back country, with a force ftill greater. The Britifh ge- © 
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neral was therefore, at laft, prudent enough to retire, although with U—-—~ 


that lofs of credit which arifes from making an abortive attempt, the 
original defign of which appears to have been unwife, and the means 
ufed to accomplifh it incompetent and ineffe€tual. I general Pre- 
vot had not a fufficient force to maintain the poft at Augufta, and 
preferve the proper communications with it; that force was ftill lefs 
adequate to garrifon Charleftown, even if he had taken it, and at 
the fame time preferve a communication with Georgia, or indeed 
leave a fufficient force for its defence. But if this confideration had 
been out of the queftion, he had not with him a train of artillery 
fufficient to cover an affault. 

The Britifh troops having croffed Afhley River, after foraging for 
fome days, retired towards the fea-coaft; which, being interfected 
by a chain of inland water-courfes, leading all the way to the Sa- 
wannah River, afforded them, in confequence of their fhipping, not 
only the eafieft, but the fafeft means of effeGting their retreat to 
Georgia, and tranfporting their baggage, unmolefted. From the 
main land they pafled to James Ifland, and from thence to John’s 
Ifland, where they took poft until the arrival of a fupply of am~- 
munition, which had for fome time been expected from New 
York. | . 

In the mean time general Lincoln had proceeded as far as Auguita, 
notwithftanding the intelligence he received of general Prevoft’s 
ixruption into South Carolina. But whilft he remained at this place, 
the daily expreffes which arrived from Charleftown, with informa- 
tion of the rapid progrefs of the Britifh troops, foon convinced him 
that fomething more was now intended by this irruption, than a 
mere feint: And after eftablifhing a poft at Augufta, and march- 
ing for three days down the fouth fide of the river Savannah, a 
route which was preferred, as the diftance was nearly the fame, for 
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ae the purpofe of difplaying his force, and reanimating the almoft de- 


w-~— fponding hopes of fuch of the inhabitants of Georgia as were {till 
1179° attached to the American caufe, he re-crofled the Savannah, and re- 
turned with hafty marches towards Charleftown, until he reached 
Dorchefter, at the entrance of what is called Charleftown Neck ; 
and here he eftablifhed his head-quarters, until the Britifh troops 

retixed from Afhley Ferry towards the fea-coatt, 
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General Prevoft deparis from Fobn’s Iland to Savannah—Succeeded 
in the Command at Sfobn’s Iland by Lieutenaut Colonel Maitland— 
Britifo Troops under Colonel Maitland attacked by General Lincoln 
—The Americans repulfed—General Prevoft having cfablifhed a 
Poft in the Iland of Port Royal, retires with the reft of the Army 
to Georgia. 


OHIN’s Ifland, of which general Prevoft had taken poffeffion, 1s 
feparated-from the main land by an inlet to which has been given 
the name of Stono River; and the communication between the one 
and the other is preferved by a ferry. Upon the main land, at this 
ferry, a poft was eftablithed, as well for the fecurity of the ifland as 
for the protection of the Britith foraging parties ; which was 
thought of fo much confequence, that for fome time the garrifon 
confifted of fifteen hundred men under the command of lieutenant- 
colonel Prevoft. For the defence of this poft in front, three re- 
doubts were thrown up, which were joined by lines of communica- 
tion; and its rear was covered by Stono Inlet, acrofs which, to 
John’s Ifland, a kind of bridge was formed by the numerous floops, 
f{chooners, and other fmaller veffels that attended the army. 
Although it was neither the intereft nor inclination of Lincoln to 
rifque a general engagement with the Britifh troops, it was obvi- 
oufly his with to attack their out-pofts, and cut them off in detail. 
With this view, on the fourth of June, he appeared with his army 
in front of the poft at Stono Ferry; but, after viewing the lines, 
Q 2 thought 


41$ 


116 


Cell cAwe. 
XXIX, 
Qecserreny eed) 
1779° 

General 
Prevoft de- 
parts from 
fohn’s Ifland 
to Savannah ; 
Ts fucceeded 
in the com- 
rand at 
John’s Iffand 
by lieutenant- 
colonel Mait- 


Jand. 


Hts TO Reo re irk 


thought proper to retire. Not long afterwards, on the fixteenth of 
June, lieutenant-colonel Prevoft departed for Savannah, carrying 
with him the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment, and all the veflels 
which had formed the bridge of communication except an armed 
flat, capable of containing twenty men. About this time it feems 
to have been determined to evacuate the poft; and upon lieutenant- 
colonel Maitland, who at Prevoft’s departure was appointed to fuc- 
ceed him in the command, devolved the care of conducting that 
fervice which the injudicious conduct of his predeceffor, in carrying 
away the veflels that preferved the communication with John’s 
Ifland, had rendered both difficult and dangerous. But every thing 
was done which could be expected from the zeal, ability, and expe- 
rience of this diftinguifhed officer. The feventeenth, eighteenth, 
and nineteenth days of June were employed in tranfporting acrofs 
the inlet the fick and wounded, the negroes and Indians, with the 
bageage and horfes belonging to the garrifon, and in deftroying all 
unneceflary huts and buildings, and putting the poft in a proper flate 
of defence againft a fudden attack. Such precautionary meafures 
had become the more neceflary in confequence of the prefent feeble 
ftate of the garrifon, which confifted of the firft battalion of the 
feventy-firft regiment, much weakened and reduced in its numbers» 
part of a Heffian regiment, part of the North and South Carolina 
regiments of provincials, and a detachment of artillery, the whole 
not much exceeding five hundred men, really effe€tive, and fit for 
duty. The weak ftate of the garrifon, which was not unknown to 
general Lincoln, tempted him to renew his defign of cutting it off; 
and on the twentieth of June he advanced againft it with a force con- 
fifting of two brigades of continental troops, a corps of light-infan- 
iry, feveral regiments of North and South Carolina militia, and a 
detachment of artillery with eight pieces of cannon, the whole efti- 


mated by general Prevoft, in his official letter, at five thoufand men. 
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An attack made upon the Britith picquets advanced a confiderable 
diftance in front of the works, about feven in the morning, which 
vas attended with a {mart firing of mufketry, gave the firft alarm to 
Hieutenant-colonel Maitland. The garrifon was immediately ordered 
under arms, and two companies of the feventy-firft regiment, under 
the command of captain Campbell, were fent out on the right to feel 
the ftrength of the enemy. The highlanders are not the beft quali- 
fied for fuch a fervice: Their impetuofity is apt to hurry them on too 
far, and their obftinate bravery indifpofes them to retreat until it is 
often too late; and fo it happened on the prefent occafion. This 
detachment had proceeded only a little more than a quarter of a 
mile when it fell in with the left wing of the provincial army already 
formed: An engagement immediately commenced, which was fo ob- 
ftinately maintained by the highlanders againft fo great a fuperiority 
of force, that they did not retreat until all their officers were either 
killed or wounded; and of the two companies, only eleven men were 
able to make good their retreat. The whole provincial line now 
advanced within three hundred yards of the works, and a general 
engagement began with cannon and mufketry, which was fupported 
by the provincials with more than ufual firmnefs. The fierce at- 
tack made by the highlanders upon their left, inftead of intimidating, 
feemed to have animated them to copy their brave example. A re- 
siment of Heffians on the left of the Britifh line unfortunately gave 
way, and the provincials prefling forward, had already reached the 
abbatis of the works. At this critical juncture a judicious and rapid 
movement of part of the feventy-firftregiment, which was ordered from 
the right to the left of the Britith line, topped the progrefs of the Ame- 
ricans, and reftored the fortune of the day. By the great exertions 
of lieutenant-colonel Maitland, and the officers in general, the Hef- 
fians were rallied and again brought into action. ‘The provincials 
were, in their turn, now obliged to retreat; but they retreated in 
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good order, carrying with them fome of their killed and all their 
wounded. The horfes belonging to the garrifon had, in the view 
of its evacuation, been tranfported to John’s Ifland before the day 
of the attack, fo that no purfuit could be made. The whole lofs 
of the Britifh troops in this day’s aCtion amounted to one hundred 
and twenty-niné: Of thefe, three officers and twenty-three men 
were killed, and ten officers and ninety-three men wounded, one 
only being mifling. The lofs of the provincials does not appear 
ever to have been publifhed, and perhaps never was fully afcertained. 
A litt of their killed and wounded officers, however, has been pub- 
lifhed, amounting to twenty-fix, juft double the number of Britith 
officers who were killed or wounded: And if we fuppofe the lofs 
of men in proportion to officers, to have been nearly the fame on 
both fides, we fhall have reafon to conclude, that the whole lofs of 
the provincials in killed and wounded did not much fall thort of 
three hundred men. The greateft praife was due to lieutenant- 
colonel Maitland for the fuccefsful defence of his poft, with a handful 
of men, againft a force fo fuperior, in which he was bravely fupport- 
ed by all the officers of the garrifon. Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton 
of the North Carolina regiment, and majors M‘Arthur, Frafer, and 
Skelly, in a particular manner diftinguithed themfelves. The ats 
tillery was moft excellently ferved, and did great execution under 
the diretion of captain Fairlamb, and lieutenants Wilfon and Wal- 
lace, all of whom were wounded, and the latter fo feverely, that he 
died a few days after. It would be endlefs to point out the merits 
of all who were entitled to praife; but the fingular gallantry of an 
action performed by captain Moncrieff of the engineers in the fight 
of both armies cannot be emitted. That officer was on John’s 
Ifland with the troops under general Prevoft at the commencement 
of the aGiion; but as foon as the firing was heard, he rode in all 
hafte to Stono Ferry, and crofling over, contributed by his diftin- 
. eulfhed 
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enifhed fervices, during the remainder of the action, to the fuccefs 
of the day. With twenty men only he fallied out in the face of 
the whole provincial army, took an ammunition waggon, and 
brought it fafe within the lines. ‘This was-a moft feafonable fupply 
of what was greatly wanted; for fuch was the fcarcity of ammuni- 


tion in the Britifh garrifon, that the laft charges were in the guns 


when the provincials gave way. The troops on John’s Ifland were 
put in motion by general Prevoft as foon as he received intelligence 
of the attack, but they did not arrive at Stono Ferry in time to 
take any part in the aQion. The appearance of a reinforcement 
coming to the affiftance of the garrifon, might, neverthelefs, have 
contributed to damp the ardour of the Americans and haften their 
repulfe. 
~The militia under general Lincoln were difheartened by this un- 
fuccefsful attack; and the greateft part of them foon afterwards quit- 
ted the army and returned home. ‘The Britifh troops were no far- 
ther molefted: The poft at Stono Ferry was evacuated; and the 
army retiring along the fea-coaft, pafled from ifland to ifland until 
it reached Beaufort in the ifland of Port Royal. At Beaufort gene- 
ral Prevoft eftablifhed a poft, the garrifon of which he left under the 
command of lieutenant-colonel Maitland, and returned with the reft 
of the army to Georgia ; that the troops might reft during the hot and 
fickly feafon, which in this fouthern province prevents the operations 
of an army as effectually, as the rigour of winter does in a more 
northerly climate, For the fame reafon the American army retired 
to Sheldon; and nothing of any confequence was attempted by 
either during the months of July and Auguft. 
The only real advantage gained by this irruption into South Ca- 
rolina, was a fupply of provifions for the troops, the want of which 
had begun to be felt inGeorgia, and the eftablifhing a poft at Beau- 
fort. But the American accounts have charged the army under 
general 
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general Prevoft with gaining other advantages not of fo honourable 


a kind, and with fuch an appearance of truth, that a regard to im- 
partiality obliges us not to pafs them over unnoticed. By thefe 
accounts they have been charged with plundering the inhabitants 
indifcriminately, and enriching themfelves at their expence; an im- 
putation, if true, of a moft difgraceful nature and ruinous tendency, 
not only to the army, but to the intereft of the Britifh nation 3 as 
fuch a rapacious conduct mutt have irritated the inhabitants in ge- 
neral againft the Britith army, and alienated the attachment ever 
of thofe who were the beft affected to government. 
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The Count d’ Eftaing fets fail for the American Continent—and arrives 
on the Coaft of Georgia—Efforts Military and Naval for the Pre- 
Jfervation of Savannab—Count a’ Eftaing fummons Savannah to fur- 
render to the Arms of his Moft Chriftian Majefty—General Pre- 
voft fuccoured by Colonel Maitland—The combined Armies of France 
and America befiege Savannah—attack the Britifb Lines—repulfed 
with confiderable Lofs—raife the Siege—The Campaign to the fouth- 
ward of North America concluded—Campaign in other Parts of the 
American Continent [pent in defultory Operations—Naval Opera- 
tions of Sir George Collier. 


AETHOUGH general Prevoft had been obliged to retire from 

Charleftown without reducing it, and although all the upper 
country of Georgia was now in the poffeffion of the Americans; yet 
fo long as the Britifh troops maintained a footing in the lower parts 
of that province, with a poft at Beaufort, the inhabitants of South 
Carolina were expofed to incurfions fimilar to that which we have 
already related, and could not be free from the moft uneafy appre- 
henfions. The poft at Beaufort in the ifland of Port Royal was 
fecure againft an attack fo long as the Britifh maintained their fupe- 
riority by fea; and fo long as that poft was maintained, general Lin- 


coln could not even occupy his former quarters at Puryfburg, with-. 
out the danger of being inclofed between the Britith troops at Sa- 
vannah and thofe at Beaufort. On the other hand, if the Britith 
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loft their fuperiority by fea, the feparation of their force into two 
divifions would render each of them an eafier conqueft. Moved by 
{uch confiderations, Rutledge, the governor of South Carolina, Lin- 
coln, the commander of the fouthern army, and monfieur Plombard, 
the French conful at Charleftown, feverally wrote letters to the 
count @’Eftaing, who by this time had arrived at Cape Francois, after 
the conqueft of Grenada. In thefe they reprefented to. him the ftate 
of affairs in the fouthern provinces, and pointed out the advantages 
which might be expected, fhould he, during the hurricane months 
“i the Weft Indies, vifit the American coaft with his fleet, and 
co-operate with general Lincoln in the recovery of Georgia, ‘The 
count d’Eftaing, who had difcretionary orders from his court for 
fuch a co-operation, fluthed with his fuccefs at Grenada, indulged 
she ambitious but vain hope of being able, not only to {weep the 
American coaft with his {uperior fleet, but by acting in conjunction 
with the provincials to reduce the different pofts occupied by the 
Britith troops within the limits of the revolted provinces, and there- 


by put an end to the war even during the prefent campaign. Ae 


» man who entertained fuch vifionary projects, the applications from 
South Carolina, with their propofals for co-operation, could not fail 
to be highly acceptable; and they met with his immediate concur- 
rence. Georgia, it was fuppofed, would be an eafy conqueft, and 
was, therefore, the fitteft for the commencement of his victorious 
career. In compliance with the requifition which had been made 
to him, the count d’Eftaing failed forthwith for the American con- 
tinent, proceeding by the windward paflage. ‘Iwo fhips of the line, 
with three frigates, were difpatched as foon as he had got through 
the windward paflage, to announce his approach to the inhabitants 
of Charleftown; and with the reft of his fleet, confifting of twenty 
fhips of the line, two fhips of fifty guns, and eleven frigates, having 
on board a confiderable land force, he arrived on the coaft of Georgia 

| about 
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about the beginning of September. So fudden and unexpeéted © a P, 


was the count d’Eftaing’s appearance on this part of the American 
coaft, that the Experiment of fifty guns, commanded by fir James 
Wallace, and two ftore-fhips under his convoy, unapprehenfive of 
danger, had the misfortune to fall in with the French fleet off the 
bar of Savannah river, and were of courfe taken, but not till after a 
defperate refiftance made by the Experiment, although fhe had been 
previoufly difmafted in a ftorm. The Ariel of twenty-four guns, 
which had been on a cruife off Charleftown bar, fhared the fame 
fate, 

As foon as intelligence of the arrival of count d’Eftaing reached 
South Carolina, general Lincoln, with the force which he had then. 
with him, inftantly marched towards Georgia: Orders were alfo 
iffued for affembling the militia, who were, with all expedition, to 
follow general Lincoln ; and veffels of a proper draught of water 
were difpatched from Charleftown to affift in landing the French 
troops. 

It does not appear that the Britifh commanders in Georgia were 
apprifed of the arrival of count d’Eftaing until the fourth of Sep- 
tember, when his whole force, confifting of forty-one fail, was {een 
to the fouthward of Tybee plying to windward. Information was 
immediately fent to general Prevoft; in confequence of which, 
meafures were taken for increafing the fortifications at Savannah, and 
putting the town in a proper pofture of defence. The garrifon 


‘at Sunbury, under lieutenant-colonel Cruger, was withdrawn; and 


orders were difpatched to Beaufort for lieutenant-colonel Maitland 
with the troops, and captain Chriftian of the navy, with the fhips 
and gallies under his command, to repair in all hafte to Savannah. 
In the mean time, captain Henry, who commanded the Britith 
naval force in the river Savannah, was taking precautions as well for 


its fafety as for rendering it ferviceable in the defence of the town, 
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The leading marks upon the fhore, which point out the channel to 
fhips paffing the bar, were cut down; and the fquadron under cap- 
tain Henry, which confifted only of the Fowey, Rofe, Keppel armed 
brig, and Germaine provincial armed fhip, with fome gallies, was {fo 
tationed that it might retire with fafety towards the town of Savan- 
nah whenever future circumftances fhould render it expedient. 

The retreat of this fmall fquadron foon became a meafure of ab- 
folute neceffity. On the ninth of October the French fleet came to 
an anchor off the bar; and as the line-of-battle ships, from their 
ereat draught of water, could not pafs it, nor come near the fhore, 
the {mall coafting veffels fent from Charleftown were employed in 
receiving the troops from the French fhips, and landing them at 
Beaulieu in Oflabaw Sound, an inlet of the fea fome miles fouth of 
the mouth of the tiver Savannah. On the following day four 
French frigates entered the anchorage ground at Tybee, and render- 
ed it neceflary for the Britifh naval force to move up the river to 
Savannah. Upon its arrival the guns were landed from the fhips, 
and mounted on the batteries. The marines were incorporated 
with the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment ; and the feamen were 
put on fhore to affiift in working the artillery. The Rofe, and Sa- 
vannah armed fhip, with four tranfports, were funk acrofs the chan- 
nel below the town, to prevent the French frigates from coming 
higher; and above it fome finaller veffels were funk, and a boom was 
laid acrofs to prevent fire-rafts from being fent down. The Ger- 
maine armed brig alone retained her guns ; and fhe was ftationed off 
Yamiraw, above the town, to flank the right of the Britifh lines. 
Thefe difpofitions were made on the river, whilft on fhore the troops, 
afhifted by fome hundreds of negroes, were employed in ftrengthen- 
ing the old, and erecting new works for the defence of the town. 

As foon as the debarkation of the French troops was completed, 


the count d’Eftaing marched againft Savannah, and without waiting 
: for 
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for a junétion with the American army, which was every infant 
expected to come up, fummoned general Prevoft to furrender the 
town to the arms of his moft chriftian majefty, difplaying in his 
fuimmons, in terms bordering on extravagance, the magnitude of his 
force, and the valour of his troops, who had fo lately ftormed the 
fortifications at Grenada, and in fo fhort a time atchieved the con- 
queft of that ifland, and threatening to make general Prevoft anfwer- 
able in his own perfon, thould he, after this premonition, wilfully 
perfift in making a fruitlefs defence. This hafty proceeding of the 
count d’Eftaing, without waiting for general Lincoln, or joining the 
American ftates in the fummons for a furrender, had nearly created 
a difference between him and his allies. By fome it was thought 
to be a plain indicatioa that the French meant to conquer for them- 
felves; but upon a remonftrance being afterwards made by generaj 
Lincoln, the count d’Eftaing gave fuch an explanation of his motives 
and intentions as was deemed fatisfattory. General Prevoft, to 
whom it was of the utmoft importance to gain time, returned a civil 
meflage to the count d’Eftaing, acknowledging the receipt of the 
- fammons, and defiring twenty-four hours to confider of an an{wer, 
and to prepare the terms on which a furrender might be made, 
fhould that be his ultimate determination. ‘The requeft was granted 
without any difficulty; the count d’Eftaing expecting nothing lefa 
than a furrender of the town at the expiration of the time fixed for 
an anfwer: But it was made with a very different view by general 
Prevoft. He hoped that the troops under lieutenant-colonel Mait- 
Jand might arrive during the interval; and in this hope he was not 
difappointed. That officer, after flruggling with difficulties during 
fome part of his route, which, to a mind lefs determined, would 
have appeared infurmountable, arrived at Savannah before the ex- 
piration of the truce, with the beft part of his detachment, amount- 


ing to about eight hundred men. As the French were in poffeflion 
of 
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Cc ee P. of all the lower part of the river, he had no other way left of, effect 
i ing a junction with general Prevoft but by tranfporting his troops 
“77% in boats through the marfhes by an inland water-courfe called Wall’s 
Cut, which for two miles was fo fhoal, that the men, wading up to 
their middle, were obliged to drag the boats by main force through 
the mud. The refidue of the garrifon at Beaufort, which for want 
of a fafficient number of boats could not be tranfported, remained 
with the fhips and gallies under the command of captain Chriftian ; 
and their retreat being now cut off, they took a new pofition in 
Callibogie Sound, where, by erecting batteries on the fhore, they 
made fuch a ftrong difpofition for defence, that neither the French 
nor Americans attempted to moleft them during the fubfequent fiege 
of Savannah. 

The fafe arrival of fo confiderable a reinforcement, and that too 
of chofen troops, but above all, the prefence of the officer who com~ 
manded them, in whofe zeal, ability, and military experience fo 
much confidence was defervedly placed by the army, infpired the 
garrifon of Savannah with new animation: An anfwer was return- 
ed to thecount d’Eftaing, that the town would be defended to the 
laft extremity: The zeal and ardour of both the officers and men 
were, if poflible, increafed ; and new defences were daily conftruct- 
ed under the judicious eye and mafterly dire€tion of that able en- 
gineer, captain Moncrieff. 

After the arrival of general Lincoln with the American army, 
fometime was required for landing and bringing up the heavy artillery 
from the fhips, which, on account of their diftance from the fhore, 
and a fcarcity of horfes and carriages, was a work of confiderable 
labour and difficulty. Retarded by fuch impediments, the com- 
bined armies of French and Americans did not begin to break ground 
for the purpofe of carrying on their approaches until the twenty- 
third of September, ner were their batteries ready to open until the 

fourth 
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fourth of the following month. During this interval, attempts were 


made to interrupt their operations by two different forties; the firft of 


which, under major Graham of the fixteenth regiment, reached the 
lines of the enemy, and threw them into confufion; and when this 
detachment retired, it was incautioufly purfued {fo clofe to the Britith 
jines, that the confederates in their retreat loft a great number of 
men, by a well-direfted fire from the works. The other fortie 
under major M‘Arthur, was fo artfully conducted, that it produced 
a firing between the French and American camps. 

On the morning of the fourth of Q&ober the batteries of the be- 
fiegers having opened with a difcharge from fifty-three pieces of heavy 
cannon and fourteen mortars, a requeft was made by general Pre- 
voft that the women and children might be permitted to leave the 
town and embark on board veflels in the river, which fhould be placed 
under the prote¢tion of the count d’Eftaing, and wait the iffue of the 
fiere: But this propofal, dictated by humanity, was rejeGted with 
infult. Fortunately, however, for the inhabitants as well as the gar- 
rifon, although an inceflant cannonade from fo many pieces of artil- 
lery, was continued from the fourth to the ninth of Oétober, lefs 
injury was done to the houfes in the town than might have been 
expected; few lives were loft, and the defences were in no refpect 
materially damaged. 

The French troops landed from the fhips amounted to about five 
thoufand men, and no doubt being entertained amongit the Ameri- 
cans of the fall of Savannah, the militia poured in as to a certain 
triumph, and joined general Lincoln in fuch numbers, that the com- 
bined armies, it is faid, amounted to more than ten thoufand men. 
The force in Savannah, under general Prevoft, did not exceed two 
thoufand five hundred of all forts, regulars, provincial corps, feamen, 
militia, and volunteers. But the difparity in numbers was in fome 
degree compenfated by the extraordinary zeal and ardour which 

animated 
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CHA P. animated the befieged, from the commander in chief down to the 


whofe inceffant and cheerful labours, in rearing 
thofe numerous defences which were completed with fo much expe- 
dition as to aftonith the befiegers, ought not to be forgotten in a 
hiftory of this memorable fiege. When the French were firft land- 
ed, not more than ten or twelve pieces of artillery appeared upon the 
fortifications at Savannah ; But fo inceflantly did the garrifon labour 
in ftrengthening and enlarging the old works, and in ereCling new 
redoubts and batteries, that before the conclufion of the fiege near 
one hundred pieces of cannon were mounted. 

The town of Savannah being fituated upon thefouthern bank of the 
river of that name, had two of its fides fecured by natural boundaries, 


one by the river behind it, and the other by a thick fwamp and 
the river above the town. The 


towards the country, which in 
t and entirely cleared of 
d with artificial works, 


woody morafs communicating with 
other two fides were originally open 
front of them for feveral miles was leve 
wood: But they were by this time covere 
d left being defended by redoubts, and the centre by 


the right an 
h impalements and traverfes thrown 


feamen’s batteries in front, wit 
ehind to protect the troops from the fire of the befiegers; and 
ks was furrounded with an abbatis. The 
amp were three in number: 


up b 
the whole extent of the wor 
redoubts on the right towards the fw 
That in the centre was garrifoned by two companies of militia, with 
the North Carolina regiment to fupport them, under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel Hamilton. Captains Roworth and Wylie, with 
the provincial corps of king’s rangers, were pofted in the redoubt 
on the right ; and captain Tawfe, with his corps of pravincial dra- 
goons difmounted, in that on the left, called the Springhill Redoubt, 
fupported by the South Carolina regiment. ‘To the right of the 
whole was a failors battery of nine-pounders, covered by a company 


of the Britifh legion, under the command of captain Stewart; and 
2 between 
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between the centre and Springhill redoubt, was another of thefe bat- © ae P, 
teries, under the direCtion of captain Manby, behind which were —~—~ 
pofted the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment, under the command vie 
of lieutenant-colonel Glazier with the marines which had been 
landed from the fhips of war. And the whole of this force on the 
right of the lines was under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Maitland. On the left of the lines were two redoubts ftrongly 
conftruéted with a mafly frame-work of green {pongy wood filled 
up with fand and mounted with heavy cannon, one of them com- 
manded by lieutenant-colonel Cruger, and the other by major Wright, 
having under him the Georgia loyalifts. Behind the impalements 
and traverfes in the centre of the works were pofted the two batta- 
lions of the feventy-firft regiment, two regiments of Heffians, the 
New York volunteers, a battalion of Skinner’s brigade, one of Delan- 
cey’s, and the light-infantry of the army under the command of major 
Graham ; all which corps were ready to aé& as circumftances fhould 
require, and to fupport any part of the lines that might be attacked. 

Such was the ftate of the works at Savannah, and fuch the pofition 
of the troops for its defence, at the time when the count d’Eftaing, 
grown impatient under the unexpected refiftance which he had met 
with, refolved to difcontinue his regular approaches, and ftorm the 
Britith entrenchments. He had already fpent more time before Sa- 
vannah, without having made any fenfible impreflion upon the gaz- 
rifon, than he had affigned for the completion .of the whole enter- 
prife. His fleet, lying at anchor in the open fea, was expofed to 
the danger of being driven off the coaft, at this late feafon of the 
year, by tempeftuous weather, and leaving him and his troops be- 
hind: But this danger was nothing, compared to what might have 
been apprehended had the Britifh feet followed him from the Weft 
Indies, and made an attack upon his fhips whilft they were weak- 


ened by the number of men and guns that had been landed for carry-~ 
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ing on the fiege of Sayannah. ‘Thefe confiderations, the force of 


os ~which was heightened by a joint reprefentation from his naval 
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officers, added to the natural impatience of temper which charac- 
terifed the count d’Eftaing, determined him to rifque an aflault 


under all its prefent difadvantages, rather than wafte longer time in 


carrying on the fiege by regular approaches. ‘T’o facilitate the fuc- 


cefs of the enterprife, an officer with five men, on the eighth of 
October, advanced under a heavy fire from the garrifon, and kin- 
dled the abbatis; but the dampnefs of the air, and the moifture of 
the green wood of which the abbatis was compofed, foon extinguifhed 
the flames. : 

The morning of the ninth of Odtober was ‘fixed upon for 
making the aflault; and two feiened attacks by the militia were to 
draw the attention of the befieged to their centre and left, whilft a 
ftrong body of chofen troops from the combined armies fhould ad- 
vance on the right of the Britith lines, and in two columns make 
the real attack. The principal of thefe celumns was commanded 
by the count d’Eftaing in perfon, aflifted by general Lincoln, and 
was deftined to attack the Springhill redoubt in front, whilft the 
other column, commanded by count Dillon, fhould filently move 
along the edge of the {wamp, pafs the redoubts and batteries, and get 
‘nto the rear of the Britith lines. The troops which compofed thefe 
two columns confifted of three thoufand five hundred French, fix hun 
dred provincial regulars, and three hundred and fifty of the Charlef 
town militia, a number more than double that of the whole Britifh 
garrifon, and were in motion long before daylight. Fortunately the 
column commanded by count Dillon miftook its way, from the dark- 
nefs of the morning, and was entangled in the {wamp, from which 
st was unable to extricate itfelf until broad daylight appeared, and 
expofed it to the view of the garrifon and the fire from the Britifh 
batteries. This was fo hot, and fo well directed, that it was never 
able 


ee 
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able even to form, and far lefs, by penetrating into the rear of the C oe . 
Britifh lines, to accomplith its original objet. Inthe mean time the tery 
column led by the count d’Eftaing advanced againft the Springhill rele | 
redoubt, juft as daylight appeared: And fuch was the darknefs of ! if 
| the morning, that it had approached very near before it was dif . 
| cernible. But, as foon as it was difcoyered, it became expofed to a 
| continued blaze of mufquetry from the redoubt, and to a deftru@tive : 
 erofs fire from the adjoining batteries, which mowed down whole es 
ranks of the allies as they advanced. From the numbers which fell, 
the head of the column was feveral times thrown into confufion ;. 
but their places being inftantly fupplied by others, it fill moved on BN 
until it reached the redoubt, where the conteft became more fierce |) 
and defperate. The brave captain Tawfe fell in. defending the gate 
| of his redoubt with his fword plunged in the body of the third 
enemy he had flain with his own hand, and a French and American: 
_ Randard were for an inftant planted upon the parapet. The confli@ 
| for the poffeffion of the redoubt neverthelefs continued to be obfti- 
| nately maintained on both fides, and the event remained in fufpente;. 
| when lieutenant-colonel Maitland, feizing the critical moment, or- 


dered the grenadiers of the fixtieth regiment, with the marines, to. 
_ move forward and charge the enemy’s column, already ftaggering 
under the obfinate refiftance it had met with at the redoubt,. the 
slaughter which had been made by the artillery from the different 
batteries, and now alfo from the Germaine armed brig.. This well-- 
timed movement decided the fate of the attack. The affailants were Repullfed ‘ 
repulfed, driven out of the ditch of the redoubt, and. routed. with with sont 
redoubled flaughter, leaving behind them, in killed and wounded, 
| fix hundred and thirty-feven of the French: troops, and two hun- 
| dred and fixty-four of the Americans. No purfuit was ordered, be- 
eaufe the befiegers, although they had fuffered greatly in the affault, 
were {till three times more numerous than the garrifon; but in their. 
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© H ASP. flight, as in advancing, they were expofed to a heavy fire from the 


KX. 


Brith artillery, which was well ferved under the direGtion of cap- 


1779. 


Raife the 


fiege. 


tain Charlton. 

In this affault count Pulafki; who commanded an American 
corps, received,a mortal wound; and the count @Eftaing, who 
was feen by the garrifon to behave with great gallantry, was» 
wounded in two places, but in neither of them dangeroully. 

No good agreement, ‘t has been faid, fubfifted between the French 
and Americans from the commencement of the fiege and their mu- 
tual diflike was now increafed by their difappointment. After the 
aflault the French could no longer conceal their contempt for their 
new allies; they ftyled them infurgents, in common converfation, and 
even in written memorials. But the haughty demeanour of the count 
d’Eftaing towards the garrifon feems to have been foftened by his 
misfortunes: An apology was made for refufing leave to the wo- 
men and children to retire to a place of fafety, the blame of which 
was laid upon the Americans, and an offer was now made for their 
accommodation. This offer came too late to be accepted, efpecially 
after a previous infulting refufal of what was now tendered ; and it 
was with great propriety rejected by general Prevoft. 

The iffue of the affault determined that of the fiege. The French 
and Americans kept pofleflion of their lines only until the artillery 


and heavy baggage were withdrawn, and re-embarked on board the 


fect. As foon as this was accomplifhed the fiege was raifed, and 


the allies feparated, the Americans retreating into South Carolina, 
and the French returning to their fhips; on board which they had 
{earcely embarked when their fleet was difperfed by a ftorm. The 
count @’Eftaing, with part of the fhips, returned to France, and the 
reft proceeded to the Weft Indies. 

Such was the termination of the fiege of Savannah, during which 
st is faid that the allied armies loft in killed, wounded, and by de- 
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fection, more than one thoufand five hundred men; whereas the © Det P. 


| lofs of the garrifon in the whole did not exceed one hundred and —~—~ ; 


| 1779: : 
| twenty. 
It is impoffible to do particular juftice to all who by their exertions i 
contributed to the fuccefsful iffue of the fiege. The officers, naval 


and military, vied with each other who fhould render the moft ef- 
fential fervices to their king and country. The feamen and foldiers eal 
were animated with the fame fentiment; and no fmall fhare of | 
praife is due to the former for their brave affiftance and peculiar i 
adroitnefs in managing the artillery at the batteries. ‘The cool, fteady, 4 
prudent, and firm condu& of general Prevoft, affifted by the able : a 
! counfels and fervices of that diftinguifhed officer lieutenant-colonel \ Aa 
Maitland, the fecond in command,who ina peculiar degree enjoyed the } 
love, efteem,and confidence of the garrifon; the fkiltul defigns, prompt 

execution, and indefatigable exertions of captain Moncrieff in his de- 

partment, as commanding engineer; the active and able fervices of cap- 

tain Charlton of the artillery; the wife precautions taken by captain 

Henry of the navy for the fecurity of the river; the tried courage, 

manly firmnefs, and obftinate refiftance of the provincial regiments 

and militia on the right of the lines, to whofe .lot it fell to, bear, »\.Suk Bars sw Se 
and nobly to withftand, the fury of the aflault; and the bold, de-’ 3 . : 


cifive, and irrefiftible charge made by lieutenant-colonel Glazier 


with the grenadiers and marines, which completed the overthrow of 


the enemy; are all deferving of the higheft commendation, and rank 

the fuccefsful defence of Savannah amongft the moft brilliant at- -*~»-»° 
| chievements of the war. 

| One circumftance alone ferved to cloud the joy of the garrifon on their 

| recent fuccefs. This was the death of that highly-efteemed and much- 

| beloved officer the honourable lieutenant-colonel Maitland, who fell a 


martyr to a bilious diforder contracted from the peftilential vapours 
which arife from the marfhes during the hot and fultry feafon in that 
unwhole-~ 
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- unwholefome climate. He was attacked by it before he left Beaufort. 


It gathered ftrength in his route through the marfhes to Savannah, 
and, preying upon him during the fiege, foon afterwards put a 
period to the exiftence of this gallant officer; whofe memory will 
be dear to Britons, fo Jong as manly fortitude, unftained honour, 
and highly-improved military talents, are held in eftimation. 

With the raifing of the fiege of Savannah ended the campaign to 
the fouthward, which, although it clofed with an atchievement fo 
honourable to the Britith arms, was neverthelefs unproduétive of 
thofe advantages which had been expected at the commencement 
of it. 

The campaign in the other parts of America was fpent in deful- 
tory operations and partial expeditivus, the ubje& of which feems. 
to have been to diftra& the attention of the Americans by their mul- 
tiplicity, and to weaken them by cutting off their refources, and de- 
ftroying their magazines of naval and military ftores. 

Admiral Gambier, who fucceeded lord Howe in the command of 
the Britifh fleet on the American coaft, was recalled in the {pring of 
the prefent year, and in the month of April refigned. the command: 


ee SNe AIRS o fir George Collier. ‘This brave and zealous officer, who now fuc— 


2A ed to the command of the Britifh navy in North America, had: 


ee by ha f : : 
a been employed on the Hal lifax ftation from the commencement of 


the war.. In the Rainbow of forty-four guns. he made one of a con-- 
voy which efcorted a fleet of tranfports with the firft divifion of the: 
. Heffian troops, and a detachment of the guards, to America, in the: 
year 1776. ‘This fleet arrived at Sandy Hook in Auguft of that 
year, a little before general Howe began his operations againft the: 
provincials; and foon after their defeat on Long Mland fir George: 
Collier received orders to repair to Halifax and take the command of 
his. majefty’s fhips upon that important ftation, in the room. of 
commodore Arbuthnot, who was recalled. On this flation he con-. 

= - tinned! 
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“inued until the fpring of the prefent year, and during the w 
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time of his command diftinguifhed himfelf as a brave, zealous, active, ———~ 


enterprifing, and vigilant officer. The timely relief of Fort Cum- 
berland, at the head of the bay of Fundy, which was invefted by 
the provincials from the eaftern parts of Maflachufets Bay, foon 
after his arrival at Halifax: The capture of the Hancock of thirty- 
four guns and two hundred and ninety men, commanded by 
commodore Manley, the largeft of a fleet of fhips of war which 
were fitted out at Bofton to annoy the trade on the coaft of 
Nova Scotia, and the Britith fifhery on the Banks of Newfound- 
land: The driving off and difperfing the provincials, who in fmall 
veffels had a fecond time made a defcent near St. John’s River in 
Nova Scotia; and, at a fubfequent period, the deftruction of the pro- 
vifions, clothing, and military ftores, which with great pains they 
had collected at Machias, in the eaftern parts of Maflachufets Bay, 
for accomplifhing their favourite objeat, the invafion of Nova Scotia; 
and in the deftruGtion of thefe ftores, the defeating the defigns of 
the Americans againft that province: The fcouring of the eaftern 
coafts of New England with his cruifers, keeping them in a conftant 
flate of alarm, and taking their privateers, running up their rivers 
with his fhips, appearing before their towns and fhewing the prac~ 
ticability of a bombardment in cafe their hoftile condu& fhould de- 
mand fuch a punifhment, and thereby convincing them that it was 
their intereft to be quiet, and not farther moleft the peaceable inha- 
bitants of Nova Scotia: The number of prizes carried into Halifax, 
and of Britifh veflels retaken from the enemy when they were upon 
‘he point of carrying them into their own ports: The trade of 
Nova Scotia protected, and the fifhery in the gut of Canfo fecured 
againft moleftation: Thefe are but a few of the many meritorious 
fervices performed by this officcr during his command at Halifax, 


for which, on more than one occafion, he received the thanks of 
. the 
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the colony conveyed to him through the governor, council, and 


L————_ aflembly. 


From fuch a line of ufeful and aétive fervice fir George was called 
to New York to take the command of the Britifh fleet on the North 
American ftation; and not long after his arrival an expedition to the 
Chefapeak in Virginia, was concerted between him and fir Henry 
Clinton, the commander in chief of the army. By the exports of 
tobacco from the Chefapeak, the credit of congrefs with foreign na- 
tions was principally, if not wholly, fupported; and by the inland 
navigation of that bay large quantities of falted provifions, the pro- 
duce both of Virginia and North Carolina, were conveyed to the 
middle colonies for the fubfiftence of the American army. The 
eftablifhment of a permanent poft in Virginia, in fuch a fituation as 
to obftruét the commerce of the Chefapeak, both foreign and do- 
meftic, was an objet of the utmoft importance: But the feeble 
ftate of the army would not admit of a fufficient force to be de- 
tached for that purpofe. A defultory expedition to interrupt the 
commerce of the bay for a few weeks, and to deftroy fuch maga- 
zines, whether of provifions, merchandife, or naval and military 
ftores, as were acceflible, was all the commander in chief, under the 
prefent fituation of affairs, could confent to. A detachment from 
the army, confifting of the grenadiers and light-infantry of the 
guards, the forty-fecond regiment, a regiment of Heflians, and the 
royal volunteers of Ireland, with a detachment of artillery, amount- 
ing in the whole to one thoufand eight hundred men, under the 
command of brigadier-general Matthew, was afligned for this pur- 
pofe, and embarked on board tranfports. ‘The commodore, in the 
Raifonable of fixty-four guns, attended by the Rainbow, Otter, 
Diligent, Haarlem floop, and Cornwallis galley, and fome private 
veflels of war, undertook to convoy them, and to conduc in perfon 
the naval part of the expedition. The troops being embarked, the 
fleet, 
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fleet, with a favourable wind, paffed the bar at Sandy Hook on the 
fifth, and entered between the Capes of Virginia on the eighth of 
May. The Otter floop, with the privateers, was immediately fent 
up the Chefapeak, and the reft of the fleet, with the tranfports, on 
the following morning proceeded to Hampton Road, a large bafon 
of water formed by the confluence of Elizabeth, Nanfemond, and 
_ James rivers. Some miles above its mouth Elizabeth River is fe- 
parated into two branches, one called the eaftern, and the other the 
weftern branch, and below the confluence of thefe branches, on the 
eaftern fide, once ftood Norfolk, the principal commercial town in 
Virginia, and oppofite to it, on the weftern fide, Portfmouth, a 
place of fome trade, which, although not equal to Norfolk, was an- 
nually increafing, and in time threatened to rival it. A little above 
thefe, upon a point of land intervening between two of the 
branches of the river, was Gofport, where the government of Vir- 
ginia, fince the commencement of the war, had eftablithed a 
marine yard, and collected an immenfe quantity of timber for fhip- 
building. As a defence for this yard and the adjoining docks, they 
had with great labour and expence conftru€ted a fort upon the bank 
of the river, about half a mile below Portfmouth, which towards 
the water was already finifhed and mounted with cannon; the walls 
of which confifted of an outward cafe of logs of timber ftrongly 
dove-tailed together, with the intermediate {pace filled up with hard- 
rammed earth, being fourteen feet in height, and fifteen feet thick. 
Portfmouth was the place which the commanders on this expedi- 
tion propofed to occupy; and the redudtion of the fort was of 
courfe the firft thing to be attempted. Asthe Raifonable, from her 
_great draught of water, could proceed no higher than Hampton Road, 
the commodore fhifted his broad pennapt on board the Renown; 
and on the morning of the thirteenth of. the whole fleet, except 
the Raifonable, got under way, and entered the mouth of Elizabeth 
Vouell, T River. 
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eee P. River. The ebbing of the tide foon obliged the fhips to come te 
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an anchor, but the troops being embarked on board the boats, pro- 
ceeded, and effected a landing under cover of the Cornwallis galley, 
and fome gun-boats, about three miles below the fort, at a place 
called the Glebe, the firft divifion at two in the afternoon 
and the fecond before fun-fet. No oppofition was made to their 
landing, except an sneffe@ual cannonade from the fort, which was 


too diftant to do any mifchief. It was propofed that the troops 


fhould, on the following morning, ftorm the fort on the land 
fide, where the fortifications were yet unfinifhed, whilft the 
Rainbow fhould, move up and batter it from the water: But a 
forward movement of the troops having been made that fame 
evening as foon as the fecond divifion had landed, the provincial 
garrifon, fearful of being furrounded, and having their retreat’ cut 
off, haftily evacuated the fort, leaving behind all the artillery, 
ammunition, baggage, and ftores. Such was their trepidation, that 
they did not even wait to ftrike the American flag, but left it 
flying. General Matthew having thus eafily pofiefled himfelf of 
the fort, took a ftrong pofition with the army between Portfmouth 
and the country, the right wing reaching to the fort, the left to 
the fouth branch of Elizabeth River, and the centre covered in front 
by an impenetrable fwamp. Detachments were fent to Norfolk and 
Gofport; and all the veffels in Elizabeth River, except fuch as 
were burnt by the provincials before their retreat, with an im- 
menfe quantity of naval and military ftores, merchandife, and 
provifions, were either taken or deftroyed by the Britifh troops. 
Detachments were alfo fent to Kemp’s Landing, in Princefs Ann 
county, and to the town of Suffolk in Nanfemond county, and at 
each of thefe places, particularly the latter, an immenfe quantity 
of provifions and ftores-of all forts, with fome vedlels richly laden, 


were either taken or deftroyed. 
2 | | The 
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The Otter floop, and the privateers which went up the Chefapeak, 
were alfo fuccefsful, and took a number of prizes. In the mean 
time the fort was demolifhed, and the marine yard burnt, with all 
the timber it contained. Thefe fervices being performed, the troops 
were re-embarked ; and the whole fleet, with the prizes, having 
quitted Virginia, arrived at New York before the end of the month, 
having been abfent only twenty-four days. ‘The damage done to 
the provincials was aftonifhingly great, and has been eftimated at 
half a million fterling. The Americans themfelves, before their 
Hight from Portfmouth, fet fire to a fhip of war of twenty-eight 
guns belonging to conerefs, and ready for launching; and alfo to. 
two French merchantmen in the river, one loaded with bale-goods,. 
and the other with a thoufand hogtheads of tobacco. Befides iicies 
eight other fhips of war, in different forwardnefs upon the ftocks,, 
and feveral merchantmen, were burnt by the Britith troops; and,. 
exclufively of all other loffes, the number of veflels alone which 
were taken or deftroyed, during this fhort expedition, amounted te: 
ene hundred and thirty-feven.. 
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he Reduttion of two firong Pofis on Hudfon’s River —Expedition againft 
Connetticut—Ravages—Murmurs in Conneticut—Fort Stoney Point 
furprifed by General Wayne—Stoney Port evacuated by the Ame- 
ricans—Again polleffed by the Britifb—Briti/b Settlement in Pex 
nobfcot —Attacked in vain by the Americans—Reinforcement brought 
to the Britifh Army by Admiral Arbuthnot, who fucceeds Sir George 
Collier in the Gommand of the Navy—American Incurfions into the 
Country of the Indians—Incurfions of the Indians into the Ame- 


rican Settlements. 


ee PREVIOUSLY to the arrival of the fleet from Virginia, fir Henry 
Clinton had made preparations for attacking two ftrong pofts on 
1779: Ft dfon’s River, about fixty miles above New York, which the pro- 
vincials were then fortifying. Thefe were the important pofts of 
Verplank’s Neck and Stoney Point, on oppofite fides of the river, 
ge at King’s Ferry, which was the moft direct 


commanding the pafla 
mmunication between the northern and 


and convenient courfe of co 
middle colonies. To gain thefe pofts was an obje& of fome confe- 
lofs of them, the provincials, in order to main- 


quence, as, by the 
inces on the eaft and weit fides 


tain an intercourfe between the prov 
of Hudfon’s River, would be obliged to make a circuit of more than 


fixty miles through the mountains. A detachment from the army 
at New York was already embarked on board of tranfports, and 
thefe being joined by the tran{ports with the troops from Virginia, 


athe whole, on the thirtieth of May, proceeded up the North River, 
~ under 
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under the direction of fir George Collier, who, as well as the com- See oe E 


| mander in chief of the army, accompanied this expedition. The ———J 
principal divifion of the army, under major-general Vaughan, was fe 

landed on the eaftern fide of the river, about feven miles below Fort GDaliterne of A. Alf? 
Fayette, on Verplank’s Neck, and the commander in chief, with the commaldf0 EL6 Coden: 
other, proceeded onward within three miles of Stoney Point, where, & 


on the weftern fide of the river, that divifion was landed alfo. 


Stoney Point, by its high and commanding fituation, is a place of 
great natural ftrength ; but, as the works were yet unfinifhed, the 
provincials were afraid to rifque an aflault, and quitted it as foon as 
the Britith fleet appeared in view, having firft fet fire to a block~ 
houfe which they were conftru@iing upon the fummit of the emi- 
nence. It was taken poffeffion of towards the evening, and fome 
heavy cannon and mortars were immediately landed from the fleet. 
Thefe were with much labour dragged up the hill during the night; 
and fuch expedition was ufed under the direGtion of major-general 
Pattifon, of the artillery, to whom this fervice was committed, that, 
| by five the next morning, a battery of cannon and mortars from the 
fummit of Stoney Point opened upon Fort Fayette on the oppofite fide 
of the river, Fort Fayette was a {mall but complete work, inclofed 
with pallifades, a double ditch, chevaux de frize, and abbatis, and had 
a block-houfe in the centre, which was bomb-proof; but as it was 


commanded by the fuperior height of Stoney Point, the cannonade 

| from the latter, as well as from the gallies and armed veflels upon 

| the river, foon made a fenfible impreffion. During the cannonade 
it was invefted by general Vaughan on the fide towards the country, 
and the gallies being fo ftationed as to prevent an efcape by water, 

| the garrifon, furrounded in every quarter, furrendered as prifoners of 

war, without ftipulating for any other condition than a promife of 

good ufage. And thus thefe two important pofts were gained with - 

| the trifling lofs of only one man wounded, Orders were given for 
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completing the fortifications at Stoney Point; and garrifons having 
been appointed for both the forts, the fleet, with the reft of the 
troops, fell down the river, and returned to New York. 

Soon afterwards an expedition was planned againft the province 
of Connecticut, which, abounding with men as well as provifions, 
was a principal fupport to the American army. One purpofe of 
this expedition was to convince the people of Connecticut that their 
province was not inacceflible, and that it was owing only to the 
forbearance of the Britith government, which rather wifhed to re= 
claim than to punifh, that their country had not yet experienced the 
calamities and devaftations of war; and another object was, to oblige 
general Wafhington to quit his ftrong fituation upon the North 
River, and defcend into the low country for the defence of the fea- 
coaft. On the fourth of July the tranfports, with the troops deftined 
for this expedition, which amounted to two thoufand fix hundred 
men, weighed anchor at the entrance into the found, and proceeded 
towards New Haven, the capital of Connecticut. The command 
of the land force was given to major-general Tryon; and the 
commodore, in the Camilla frigate, accompanied by the Scorpion 
floop, Halifax brig, and Huffar galley, efcorted the tranfports,, 
and took upon himfelf their direGtion. At fome diftance below the 
town of New Haven, brigadier-general Garth, of the guards, difem- 
barked with the fir divifion of troops, and notwithftanding a con- 
tinued oppofition from the inhabitants during a march of feven: 
miles, which he was obliged to make in order to pafs the head of @ 
ereek, he-at laft forced his way and took poffeffion of the town. 
Major-general Tryon, with the fecond divifion of the troops, landed: 
en the oppofite fide of the harbour, and’ took poifeffion of a fort 
upon the heights, by the guns of which the harbour was com= 
manded, A communication was opened between, the two divifions. 
ef the army ;, and brigadier-ceneral Garth remained in pofleffion 
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of the town during the night. All the artillery, ammunition, and UE Pe P. 
public ftores, and all the veflels in the harbour, were cither taken or Wey 
deftroyed; but the town itfelf was faved, and private houfes as  *7/"" 
much as poflible exempted from plunder. This was a degree of 

lenity which the condu& of the inhabitants {carcely merited; for 

befides the oppofition made to the troops in their march to the town, 

they were annoyed from the windows, even after they had poffeffion 

of it; and feveral of the centinels placed at private houfes to prevent 

plunder were wounded upon their pofts, On the following day, 

after a proclamation calling upon the inhabitants to return to their 


allegiance, in which cafe they were promifed protection, fupport, 
and encouragement, and denouncing vengeance and punifhment if 
they fhould {till perfif{ in a rebellious oppofition to the mother- 
country, had been diftributed, and after the fort was difmantled, the 
‘troops were re-embarked and left New Haven. 

From New Haven the fleet proceeded to Fairfield, where the 
troops were again landed. Mere a refiftance and oppofition were 
experienced more obftinate and inveterate than at New Haven: And 
as the lenity and forbearance fhewn at the laft of thefe places feemed 
to have produced no effect, the prefent was thought a fit moment to 

give an example of feverity. At Fairfield not only the public ftores 
of all forts, with the veffels in the harbour, were either taken or de- 
| ftroyed, but the town itfelf was laid in afhes. As the fleet and 


troops proceeded in fulfilling the purpofes of the expedition, the op- 
pofition which they met with feemed to increafe with the extent of 
| their progrefs: Norwalk, therefore, and Greenfield, at each of which 
. places the troops were fucceflively landed, fhared the fame fate as 
| the town of Fairfield. A defcent at New London, which was a 
{ rendezvous for privateers, was the ultimate object of the expedition; 
but as a greater oppofition was expected there than at either of the 
other places, it was thought neceflary to obtain a further fupply of 
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_-——~_ attempt *, For this purpofe the Heet returned to Huntington Bay 
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in Long Ifland, and the commodore proceeded to Frog’s Neck, to 
confer with the commander in chief of the army on the fubje& of 
their future operations. 

During this fhort expedition, which had lafted only nine days, 
the injury fuftained by the inhabitants of Connedticut in the lofs of 
property both public and private, was very confiderable: But not+ 
withftanding the conflagration of fo many towns on the fea-coaft, 
general Wafhington could not be prevailed upon to abandon his 
ftrong fituation in. the neighbourhood of the North River. His 
apparent apathy, and that of the congrefs, with refpe& to Connec« 
ticut, produced murmurs amonegft the inhabitants, which at length 
broke forth into open complaints. Some of the principal inhabitants, 
confidering proteétion and allegiance to be reciprocal duties, began to 
think of withdrawing their fubje&ion from a power which feemed. 
to neglect them in their diftrefs, and of making terms with the 
Britith commanders for themfelves.. Such certainly was the import 
of the intelligence from Connecticut communicated to fir Henry 
Clinton, about the prefent period; and the conference between him 
and the commodore at Frog’s Neck, was on the fubjeGt of this in- 
telligence, and with a view of arranging matters, fo that the in- 
tended expedition againft New London might ferve to imprefs the 
inhabitants more ftrongly with thofe fentiments which they had 
already begun to entertain. ; 

But, whilf the Britifh commanders were thus devifing meafures 
for improving the difpofition which had manifefted itfelf in Con- 
neCticut, general Wafhington had already atchieved an enterprife 
which difconcerted all their prefent defigns againft that province, and. 


* The lofs of the Britith troops in this expedition was 20 killed, 96. wounded, and 32: 
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ealled their attention to a different quarter. This was the furprife 
of the fort at Stoney Point, which was taken by aflault in the night 
of the fifteenth of July. As the Americans had been but lately dif 
pofieffed of this poft, it is prefumable that they were well acquainted 
with all the acceffible approaches which led to it, as well as with 
thofe parts of the works which were moft aflailable. But even with 
thefe advantages it was an enterprife of difficulty and danger; and 
the American general Wayne, who conducted it, deferved great 
praife for his gallantry and good condu, as did the troops which 
he commanded for their bravery. Thefe being divided into two 
columns, entered the works in oppofite quarters, and met in the centre 
of them about one in the morning of the fixteenth of July. The 
furprife was not fo complete but that refiftance was made; and the 
lofs in killed and wounded was nearly equal on both fides. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Johnfon of the feventeenth regiment commanded the 
Britith garrifon, which confifted of the feventeenth regiment, the 
grenadier company of the feventy-firft, a company of the regiment 
of loyal Americans, and a detachment of artillery, amounting in 
the whole to about fix hundred men. Of thefe one hundred and 
fifty-two were either killed or wounded, and the reft, with their 
cominander, were made prifoners, The force under general Wayne 
has not been afcertained ; but, from the number of corps of which 
it confifted, it may be fuppofed to have amounted to fifteen hundred, 
all of them chofen men. 

The conduc of the Americans upon this occafion was highly 
meritorious ; for they would have been fully juftified in putting the 
garrifon to the fword; Not one man of which was put to death but 
in fair combat. Colonel Johnfon’s conduét was moft defervedly and 
juftly cenfured. 

The plan formed by general Wathington for thefe operations on 
the North River comprehended Fort Fayette as well as Stoney Point. 
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Both were to have been attacked the fame night; but the detachment 
under the American general How, which was fent againft Fort Fayette; , 
did not arrive in time. Still, however, it was advancing ;. and, to fa- 
your the attack, general Wayne, as foon as he_ poffefied himfelf of 
Stoney Point, turned the cannon of that garrifon againft Fort Fayette; 
where lieutenant-colonel Webfter commanded, with a garrifon con- 
fitting of the thirty-third regiment, part of the regiment of loyal 
Americans, a detachment from the feventy-firft regiment, and ano- 
ther of royal artillery. 

Intelligence of the capture of Stoney Point; and the - danger: of | 
Fort Fayette on Verplank’s Neck, having been brought to fir Henry, 
Clinton juft after his conference with fir.George Gollier,. the expe- 
dition againft New. London was for the prefent laid afide, the tranf- 
ports and troops were recalled from the Sound, and the army mader 
a forward movement to Dobb’s Ferry, on the North River.. Briga- 
dier-general Stirling, with a.detachment, was fent.up the river iv 
tranfports, to the affiftance of licutenant-colonel Webfter; and the. 
commander in chief, with a greater force,. foon afterwards followed,, 
from an expectation that general Wafhington might be tempted to: 
quit his faftneffes, and rifque an engagement for the poffeffion of. 
Stoney Point. But this was not general Wathington’s intention 3. 
and therefore, when intelligence was received of a Britith reinforce-- 
ment advancing up the North River, orders were given for evacu-- 
ating Stoney Point, which was done after as many of the works had- 
been deftroyed as the time would permit.. In the mean time. lieute-. 
nant-colonel Webfter defended his poft on Verplank’s Neck with- 
prudence and bravery. To the cannonade from Stoney Point. he. 
returned not a fhot, as it would have been ufelefs. and ineffectual : - 
But, againft the provincials under general How, who were advan-- 
cing to attack him on the other fide, every effort was made that could | 
prevent their fuccefs; and, before they were able to make any im-- 

. | preffion. 
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preffion upon the fort, the arrival of brigadier-genefal Stirling with 
his detachment, put an end to their hopes, and obliged them to re~ 
treat. The poft at Stoney Point was again taken poffeffion of; and 
upon the arrival of the commander in chief, orders were iffued for 
repairing the works, A larger garrifon was affigned for its defence, 
and brigadier-general Stirling was appointed to command it. As it 
was now apparent that general Wafhington did not mean to quit his 
fecure pofition in the high lands for the fake of contefting the pof- 
feffion of Stoney Point, the traniports were ordered to fall down the 
river, and the troops returned to their former quarters. 

Scarcely had fir George Collier reached New York, on his return 
from accompanying fir Henry Clinton upon this expedition, when 
he received intelligence that a fleet of armed veflels, with tranfports 
and troops, had failed from Bofton to attack a Britith poft, which 
general Maclean was then endeavouring to eftablifh at Penobfcot, in 
the eaftern part of the province of Maffachufet’s Bay. Orders were 
immediately iffued for getting in readinefs fuch of his majefty’s hhips 
as were then at New York; and on the third of Auguft the commo- 
dore in the Raifonable, accompanied by the Greyhound, Blonde, 
Virginia, Camilla, Galatea, and Otter floop, failed from thence for 
the relief of the garrifon at Penobfcot. 

In the month of June general Francis Maclean, who commanded 
the king’s troops in Nova Scotia, with a detachment of fix hundred 
and fifty men from the feventy-fourth and eighty-fecond regiments, 
embarked in tranfports, and, efcorted by three floops of war, ar- 
rived in the bay of Penobfcot, in order to form a fettlement, and 
eftablith a poft which might not only ferve to check the incurfions 
of the provincials into Nova Scotia, but be the means of obtaining 

a conftant fupply of fhip timber, with which the neighbouring 
country abounded, for the ufe of the king’s yards at Halifax 
and other places. The bay of Penobicot is about feven leagues 
Bie, in 
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in breadth at the mouth, and feventeen leagues in length, termi- 
nating where the river Penobfcot empties itfelf into the head of it;, 
and the lands all round were then covered with wood, f{carcely any’ 
fettlements having been made upon them. About nine miles be- 
low the mouth of Penobfcot river, on the eaftern fide of the bay, is: 
a {mall but convenient harbour, which ftill retains its ancient Indian: 
name of Majabagaduce; and a peninfula, or point of land, forming 
one fide of that harbour, was the fpot fixed upon. by general 
Maclean for ereéting a fort to proteét the fettlement.. The land: 
was firft to be cleared of the wood that grew upon-it, which: was a- 
work of great labour and difficulty. This being done, the outlines 
of a fort were marked out, which was intended to be of a fquare- 
form with a baftion at each angle, inclofing a fpace of ground'capa- 
cious enough to admit of a cavalier or block-houfe in the centre, with: 
barracks for the men, and apartments for the officers; and every 
exertion was made to get this work in forwardnefs, which was to: 
ferve for their future defence.. 

In the mean time, intelligence of what was doing at Penobfcot: 
having been carried to Bofton, the executive government of Maffa~ 
chufet’s Bay determined to:fit out an armament with the utmoft dif-- 
patch, in order to obftruét or finally ruin the fettlement.. An em-- 
bargo was immediately laid upon all the fhipping in Bofton harbour,, 
and bounties were offered to fuch perfons as would engage in the: 
Penobfcot expedition. By fuch means.a fquadron was foon got in’ 
readinefs, which confifted of nineteen armed fhips and brigantines,. 
the largeft carrying thirty-two, and the fmalleft ten guns. To thefe 
were added twenty-feven tranfports, having on board three thoufand. 
troops; the fleet being under the direGiion of commodore Saltonttall,, 
and the troops under the command. of general Lovel. Againft fo. 
confiderable a force it was thoug htthat general Maclean, with his: 
handful of men, could not long defend himfelf; And upon the de-: 
parture. 
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parture of the fleet, his furrender, and the ruin of the fettlement, 
were confidered by the people of Maffachufet’s Bay as events, of 
the completion of which no doubt could be reafonably enter- 
tained. 

Intelligence of the failing of this armament was brought to general 
Maclean on the twenty-firft of July, only four days before its arrival 
at Penobfcot. All that time, two of the baftions of the intended 
fort were not begun, and the other two, with the curtains, were in: 


| no part above five feet in height, and twelve in thicknefs. The 
ditch in moft parts was. not more than three feet deep; no platform 
was laid, nor any artillery mounted. But upon the arrival of this 
alarming intelligence, all prefent thoughts of finifhing the fort were 
laid afide, and' the troops were employed day and night on fuch works 
as were immediately neceflary to fecure them againft an ailault; a 
mode of attack which they had the greateft reafon to apprehend 
would.be purfued by. the enemy, in confequence of their very fuperior 
force. 

Although the provincials arrived inthe bay of Penobfcot on the twen- 
ty-fifth of July, they were unable to effect a landing until the twenty- 
eighth. The three floops of war, under the direction of captain Mowat, 


the provincial fleet from entering and effeCting a landing on that fide 


of the peninfula; and on the other fide the natural {teepnefs and rug-. 
gednefs of the fhore renderéd.it an enterprife of difficulty and dan-- 
| ger. At length, however, they effected their purpofe before day in 
| the morning of the twenty-eighth, at a place which. had been 
thought inacceflible ; and on the thirtieth. opened: a battery againft 
the works, at the diftance of feven hundred and fifty yards. 
From the inceflant labour of the garrifon, during the interval 
between the twenty-firft and thirtieth of July, the gorge of one 
of the unfinifhed baftions was filled up with logs of timber; and 

| the 
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‘the other, containing the well which fupplied the garrifon with wa- 


Loey—ned ter, was furrounded with a work of fafcines and earth, ten feet 


ETT» 
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‘thick; platforms were laid, and artillery mounted ; a fort of che- 


vaux defrize was carried round the fort; and the whole inclofed 
with an abbatis; fo that by the time the enemy had opened their bat- 
tery, general Maclean and his garrifon thought themfelves tolerably 
prepared to refift an aflault. ‘The enemy’s fleet made frequent at- 
tempts to enter the harbour, but were conftantly repulfed by the fire 
from the fhips of war, and a battery erected to fupport them on 
fhore. ‘The provincial land force, neverthelefs, continued to make 
approaches, .and erect new batteries; and a brifk cannonade was 
kept up between them and the garrifon for near a fortnight. Fre- 
quent fkirmifhes too happened without the fort, the garrifon being 
under the neceflity of preferving a communication with the fhip- 


ping and the battery which covered it. On the twelfth of Auguft 


intelligence was conveyed to general Maclean by a deferter, that on 
the following day an affault was to be made on the fort, and an 
attack upon the fhips of war at the fame time; and every neceflary 
preparation was made by the general for repelling them. But the 
approach of the fquadron under fir George Collier, as it afterwards 
appeared, prevented the provincials from executing their intention; 
and, on the morning of the fourteenth, the garrifon, to their great 
furprife, difcovered that the works had been evacuated during the 
preceding night, and that the provincial troops, with the greateit 
part of the cannon, were re-embarked on board the fhips. The 
caufe of this fudden retreat was then unknown to the garrifon; but 
by ten in the forenoon the appearance of the Britifh fquadron 
ftanding up the bay quickly unveiled the myftery. The provincial 
fleet appeared to be in diforder; and for fome time the commanders 
feemed undetermined what to do. At length an ignominious flight 
took place; every one endeavouring to provide for his own fafety, 
and 
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of the provincial armed fhips endeavoured to get to fea by pafling U.~—~ 


round ‘Long Ifland, which lies in the middle of the bay; but they 
were foon intercepted, the firft being taken; and the other run 
a-fhore and'blown up’by her crew.. The reft of their fleet, with 
the tranfports, fled in the utmoft confufion to the head of the bay, 
and entered the mouth of Penobfcot river. They were purfued by 
the Britifh fquadron. By this .difgraceful flight the provincials be- 
came expofed to a danger almoft as great as that which they had 
efcaped. They were landed in a wild uncultivated country, without 
provifions or any other neceflaries, and had to explore their way for 
more than an hundred miles through this pathlefs defert: before they 
could reach a place from which fupplies might be obtained. In this 
forlorn and deftitute fituation mutual reproaches paffed between the 
feamen and landfmen; and each accufed the other of being the 
caufe of their prefent misfortunes. A. battle enfued, in: which 
fifty or fixty were flain; and a much greater number, exhaufted with 
famine and fatigue, before they could reach the fettled parts of the 
province, perifhed miferably in the woods.. Such was the iffue of 
the provincial expedition againft the Britith fettlement at Penobfcot ; 
foc the fuccefsful defence of which, under fo many difadvantages, 
general Macleanvis entitled: to the greateft praife. And in the pro- 
grefs and iffue of this expedition we fee how much may-be effected 
by a-very inconfiderable force, when Britith officers. a@t. with zeal 
and unanimity. in the fervice of their king and country *,. 


The 


* The lofs of the garrifon amounted to 70, killed, wounded, and miffing. The lofs on 
board the fleet was 15 killed and wounded.. 

The American fleet taken or deftroyed on this expedition was as follows :— 

Warren of 32 guns, 18.and 12 pounders.. Monmouth 24. Vengeance 24. Putnam 22. 
Sally 22, blown up. Hampden, 20 guns, taken. Heétor 20, blown up. Hunter, 18, taken. 
Black Prince 18 ; and Sky Rocket 16; blown up. 
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The relief of the garrifon at Penobfcot, with the total defirudtion 
of the naval armament that had been fent againft it, was the laft of 
thofe meritorious fervices performed by fir George Collier during 
the fhort but aétive period in which he had the command of the 
Britith fleet on the coaft of North America, On his return to New 
York he found himfelf fuperieded by the arrival of admiral Arbuth- 
not from England with fome fhips of war and a fleet of tran{ports, 
bringing a reinforcement of troops, and a fupply of provifions and 
ftores. 'To the admiral he refigned the command, and foon after- 


wards embarked for England. 
‘The reinforcement brought by admiral Arbuthnot iach ‘ges lone 


and impatiently expected by fir Henry Clinton, who, from the feeble 
ay late of the army, was unable, until its arrival, to engage in any en- 
Ot epee of importance. Although it was now late, the feafon for 


action was not'yet entirely over; but the appearance of the count 
d’Eftaing with his formidable fleet on the coaft of Georgia, intelli- 
gence of which, as well as of his threatened attack againft New 
York, was brought about this time, obliged the commander in chief 
to give up all thoughts of offenfive operations during the remainder 
of the campaign, and to concentre his force, that he might be pre- 
pared to meet the fhock which he was to expect from a combined 
attack of the French by fea and the Americans by land. In this 
view, Rhode Ifland was evacuated, and the garrifon withdrawn to 
New York. -And in this refpeét alone, by obliging fir Henry Clin- 
ton to change his fyftem, and act upon the defenfive during the re- - 
mainder of the campaign, the expedition of the count d’Eftaing 
to the coaft of North America, otherwife unfortunate, may be 
faid to have been ferviceable to the American caufe. | 


Brigs—Adtive 16 guns; Defence.16; Hazard 16; Diligence 14.5 Tyrannicide 14; Pro- 
vidence floop 14; blown up. Spring: Bird 12, burnt. Nancy 16, Rover ro, taken. Teas 
with 24 fail of fhips and veffels, as tranfports, all burnt, 
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bold and fuccefsful attack made by the American major Lee upon 
the Britifh poft at Paulus Hook, on the Jerfey fhore, oppofite to 
New York, which, although it had no effe& upon the general iffue 


Nothing elfe of moment happened upon the fea-coaft, except a 


of the campaign, neverthelefs merits notice, as it ferves to thew how 
dangerous it is for the beft-difciplined troops to live in a ftate of 


fecurity, even when oppofed to'an enemy which they defpife; and’ 


alfo as it affords one example out of many how well the provin- 
cials were furnifhed with intelligence of every thing that pafled 
within the Britifh lines. Major Sutherland, who had the com- 
mand of the poft at Paulus Hook, detached on the nineteenth. of 
Auguft a part of the garrifon to proceed on fome particular fer- 
vice, into the country ; and intelligenee of this movement being 
immediately communicated to major Lee, who commanded fome 
provincials in the neighbourhood, he refolved to avail himfelf of 
the opportunity, which the abfence of a part of the garrifon af 
forded, to make an attempt upon the poft. The delign which he 
had formed was carried into execution the following night. Ad- 
vancing, with three hundred men, to the gate of the works, he was 
miftaken by the centinel for the officer who commanded the party 
that had marched into the country in the morning, and was fuffered 
to pafs, together with his detachment; and in fuch an unfoldierly 
{tate of fecurity did he find the garrifon, that he feized a block-houfe 
and two redoubts, before the alarm was given. Major Sutherland 
now threw himfelf into a redoubt, with fixty Heffians, and by 
keeping up an inceflant fire upon the provincials, foon obliged them 
to quit the poft, without their attempting to fpike up the cannon, 
or doing any injury to the works; and fo precipitately as to give 
occafion to fir Henry Clinton to remark, in his official difpatches, 
that their retreat was as difgraceful as their attack had been fpirited 
and well-conducted. ‘They neverthelefs carried off with them about 
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forty prifoners. It was not their intention to remain in pofleflion 
of the poft; the object of the attack being no other than to give 
fome eclat to the American arms, and to promote a fpirit of enter- 
prife amongft the officers and foldiers. 

In the interior country the war of devaftation was ftill carried on: 
between the provincials and Indians. Againft the latter an expe- 
dition, of more than ordinary magnitude, was planned by the con-. 
grefs, to revenge the bloody incurfions of the preceding year. The 
command of it was given to major-general Sullivan; and the force 
employed amounted to five thoufand men. With this force, formed 
into two divifions, and, accompanied by fome artillery and field- 
pieces, general Sullivan entered the Indian country. The Indians, 
feeing no profpect of being able to oppofe fuch a force, quitted their 
fettlements as he approached them, and fled into other parts. The 
war of devaftation now commenced ; and the barbarous favage had: 
the mortification to find that: the civilized inhabitant of the fea-coaft 
could outdo him im deliberate-a€ts of mifchief. Eighteen of their 
towns were Jaid in afhes, and more than one hundred and fifty 
thoufand bushels of corn were deftroyed: Their gardens. were laid 
wafte: Even their fruit-trees were cut down; and nothing was 
faffered to remain that could be fuppofed to afford them any fufte- 
nance. But whilft the provincials were thus laying wafte the Indian. 
towns, the Indians on their part were making inroads into the pro- 
vincial fettlements, and much mifchief was done on both fides. Re- 
venge for an injury received is a point of honour which an Indian 
never gives up: A fevere retribution was therefore to be expected 
for the ravages committed by general Sullivan. The Indians were 
irritated but not fubdued, and had not deigned to fue for peace: 
Whence it may be doubted whether this expedition was of any real 
utility. But if any benefit was derived from it, it was not equal to 
rhe expence which it coft, or the expectations which had been 
formed. 
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formed from it; and all who were concerned in planning it feem to 
have been difappointed. The congrefs was diflatisfied; General 
Wathington did not approve of the condudt of the expedition; and 
general Sullivan, foon after his return from the Indian country, re- 
figned his employments in difguft, and retired from the public 
fervice. 7 

This expedition was undertaken againft the northern Indians, 
which border on the provinces of Penfylvania and New York. S.- 
milar expeditions were alfo fet on foot in the fouthern colcnies 


againft the Indians on their frontiers, which, although not fo ex- 
penfive as that of general Sullivan, were proportionably more etii- 
| eacious; And, during this fummer, both the northern and fouthern 
(Indians fuffered a fevere chaftifement. 
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The Confederacy againft Great Britain joined by Spain—French Attack 


on “terfey—Repelled—Navat Tranfattions— The combined Fleets of 


France and Spain threaten an Invafton of Great Britain—Engage- 
ment between Captain Paul Fones and the Convoy of a Britifh F leet 
from the Baltic—Blockade of Gibraltar—Incurfion of the Americans 
into Weft Florida—Weft Florida reduced by the Spaniards—The 
Spaniards attack the Britifh Logwood-cutters in Honduras—Reduc- 
tion of the Spanifo Fort Omoa, the Key of the Bay of Honduras 
—Proteétion afforded to the Britifb Commerce—General Retrofpet 


of Britifo Affairs at the Conelufion of 1779» 


ROM America we muft now pafs to Europe, where, through the 
intrigues of the court of France, one power openly joined the 
confederacy againft Great Britain, and another, her ancient and 


much-favoured ally, became fo lukewarm in her attachment, that 


her friendfhip was no longer to be depended upon. 


When France firft determined to acknowledge the independence 
of the American colonies, and to enter into a treaty with them, 
Spain was folicited to join in it. But, however defirous this branch 
of the houfe of Bourbon, as well as the other, might be to reduce 
the power of Great Britain, the propofition was at that time re- 
jected; very probably from an apprehenfion that Great Britain might 
be difpofed to retaliate by ftirring up a rebellion in the Spanifh co- 
lonies. The court of France, neverthelefs, unceafingly continued: 


its. 
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its folicitations, which, in the fall of the preceding year, appearto © HA P. 


have become effeftual. The king of Spain, in the month of Dep- Ca 


tember of that year, interpofed fo far as to offer to mediate between 
the belligerent powers. 

However untuitable, in point of impartiality, it might appear 
for one branch of the houfe of Bourbon to undertake to mediate be- 
tween another branch of the fame houfe and a third power, Great 
Britain neverthelefs accepted the mediation of Spain; and the 
propofals of the court of France, for putting an end to the differ- 
ences which fubfifted between it and Great Britain, were prefented 
to the court of London by the Spanifh ambaflador. Thefe were 
found to be fo totally inadmiffible, as to create a fufpicion that the 
king of Spain had engaged in the mediation only for the purpofe of 
furnifhing himfelf with a pretext to take a part in the war; and 
they were inftantly rejected by the court of Great Britain. The 
king of Spain, in his character of mediator, now prefented other 
terms, as from himfelf, which he called ultimate propofals: But 
thefe were fo nearly the fame in fubftance with thofe offered by the 
eourt of France, that they were equally inadmiffible. They were 
however rejeGted with much civility; and, in the anfwer delivered 
to the Spanifh ambaflador, a with was exprefled that nothing that 
had paffed might interrupt the harmony fubfifting between Great 
Britain and Spain. 

Although it was generally underftood, long before the end of this 
negotiation, that, if it failed in effect, Spain was to become a party 
in the war; yet no declaration of that nature was made for a confi- 
derable time after the anfwer to his ultimate propofitions had been 
received by the king of Spain. His preparations were not at that. 
time in a fufficient ftate of forwardnefs: And the addrefs of his 
minifters, in timing the proper moments of interpofition, was as 
confpicuous as their general policy in fuffering him to be led into 
the 
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CH A P. the war was utterly reprehenfible. In the preceding year, the offer 
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Co of mediation was not made until after the return of the fhips and 


1779° 


troops that had been employed in America, during the late difputes 
between Spain and Portugal, and the arrival of the rich annual fleets, 
which bring home the treafures of Mexico and Peru. And, in the 
prefent year, the declaration which announced war was not de- 
livered to the Britith miniftry until it was morally certain, that the 
junGtiion of the French and Spanith fleets, both of which were then 
at fea, could not be impeded. A momentary attention to dates will 
put this matter beyond a doubt. ‘The French fleet failed from Breft 
on the fourth of June, and fteered for the coaft of Spain; the Bri- 
tith fleet being then, and for ten days afterwards, in harbour. On 
the fixteenth of June the hoftile refcript was delivered to the Britifh 
miniftry, which announced the determination of the Spanifh court 
to join with France in the war; and on the twenty-fourth of the 
fame month a junétion was made between the French and Spanitfh 
fleets. ‘Thus it is apparent, that the Spanifh miniftry delayed coming 
to an open rupture, until, from the certainty of uniting their naval 
force with that of France, they had reafon to expect, not only to 
be able to proteét their own trade from moleftation, but, by the 
magnitude of the combined fleets, to wreft the empire of the fea 
from the Britifh nation. 

To foreign powers the fituation of Great Britain, at this critical 
moment, feemed beyond meafure perilous. Thirteen of her colonies 
in open infurre@tion, and two powerful maritime ftates of Europe com- 
bined for her deftruation, without a fingle ally difpofed to ftretch 
forth a helping arm, were, to them, certain indications of her ap- 
proaching downfall; and they viewed the profpect with a malignant 
pleafure, or, at the leaft, with indifference. But it foon appeared 
that thofe who entertained fuch fentiments were not fufficiently ac- 
«quainted with the extent of the national refources, or the firmnefs 
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of the Britith f{pirit, which difdained tamely to yield to any hottile 


combination, however powerful. The union of Spain with France H\—J 


had for fome time been forefeen ; and the moft vigorous preparations 
were made to refift the impending ftorm. Gibraltar, where an at- 
tack was expected, was, in the {pring of the year, reinforced with 
troops, and plentifully fupplied with provifions, armmunition, and 
ftores. A fleet of tranfports, with a reinforcement of troops, and 
a large fupply of provifions and warlike ftores, under the convoy of 
admiral Arbuthnot, with a fquadron of fhips of war, was ready to 
fail for America by the beginning of May: And it was propofed, 
with the channel fleet, to block up the harbour of Breft, fo as to 
prevent a junction between the French and Spanith fleets, a meafure 
which it was fuppofed would be attempted, as foon as Spain fhould 
throw off the mafk and declare for war. But unfortunate incidents 
frequently mar the beft-concerted defigns; and part of this arrange- 
ment was prevented from taking place, and another confiderably 


impeded, by the confequences of an unexpected attack made upon 
the ifland of Jerfey. 


Whilft admiral Arbuthnot was proceeding down the channel with French at 


his convoy, on the fecond of May, he received: intelligence of this 
attack, and immediately failed, with part of the fquadron, for the 
relief of the ifland; leaving the reft, with the convoy, to proceed 


to Torbay, and wait his return. Upon his arrival off Guernfey he xepelled. 


found that the French had been repulfed, and prevented from land- 


ing in Jerfey, and were returned to the coaft of France. And as 


ao Btn Bhyg Sfp 20te ~ 


his affiftance was no longer neceflary, he altered his courfe, and. ae Ms Nea — i 


failed for Torbay to rejoin the convoy. 

Although the French had been repulfed, the expedition againft 
Jerfey was not abandoned. The {mall fquadron which accompanied 
it, confifting of three frigates, a cutter, and fome finaller veflels, 
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Ail] hovered on the coaft of France, waiting for an opportunity to 

renew the attack. But, during this interval, fir James Wallace in 

the Experiment, with the Pallas, Unicorn, Fortune, and Chabot 

brig, who had been fent in purfuit of it, got ficht of the French 

{quadron, and drove it into Concalle Bay, where all the fhips were 

run a-fhore under cover of a battery. Sir James Wallace was ne- 
verthelefs determined either to take or deftroy them. The Experi- 
ment was already fo near as to be confiderably annoyed by the bat- 
tery ; and the pilots refufing to take charge of her any farther, her 
brave commander, with the characteriftic boldnefs of a Britifh fea- 
man, took the charge upon himfelf, laid her a-breaft of the battery, 
and foon filenced it. ‘The French fhips were now abandoned by 
their crews, and boarded by the boats from the Britith fquadron. 
The French cutter was fcuttled as fhe lay on the fhore, two of the 
frigates were burnt, and the third, with the fmaller veflels, was 
towed off in triumph *., And by this gallant action the ifland of 
Jerfey was freed from all prefent apprehenfions of danger. 

The neceflary deviation from his courfe made by admiral Arbuth- 
not for the relief of Jerfey, although as little time as poflible was 
loft by it, was neverthelets unfortunately, and without any blame to 
be imputed to him, the caufe of much fubfequent delay. His fleet, 
which had anchored in Torbay, was prevented from failing for near 
a month by contrary winds: And, when it did fail, the paflage be- 
came fo tedious, in confequence of the wefterly winds that prevail 
sn the Atlantic in the latter part of the fummer, that he did not ar- 
vive at New York, as we have already feen, until the campaign was ~ 


* Ships and Veffels taken and deftroyed at Concalle Bay. 


La Danae, 34 guns, taken. Le Reclufe, 24 guns, burnt. 


La Valeur, 26 guns, burnt. Le Dieppe, 16 guns, fcuttled, 


A brig and two floops taken, and feveral fifhing-boats, and other {mall craft, deftroyed. 
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almoft over. Another confequence, that followed from this delay, 
was not lefs injurious. It was feared that, during the interval of 
detention, the French might have become acquainted with the force 
under admiral Arbuthnot, and the value of his convoy, which was 
immenfe, and thence been tempted to form fome fcheme for at- 
tacking him on his paflage, and intercepting the convoy. To pre- 
vent the effet of fuch a fcheme, if it was formed, and for the 
greater fecurity of the convoy, ten fhips from the channel fleet 
were detached, under admiral Darby, to accompany Arbuthnot a 
certain diftance on his paflage: And the weakening of the channel 
fleet, by fending away fo confiderable a detachment, was the caufe 
of delaying the execution of the plan for blocking up the harbour 
of Breft, ‘The French did not fail to profit by the delay: So eager 
were they to fend the Breft fleet to fea, that eight thoufand land- 
forces were embarked to fupply the want of fo many feamen; and 
with this kind of equipment it failed from Breft on the fourth 
of June. Count d’Orvilliers, who commanded it, had two objects 
in view: One was, to intercept the {quadron under admiral Darby 
in its return; and the other, to form a Junction the Spanith 
fleet. In the firft he failed. admizai Darby having returned in fafety 
to the ches nei; but in the fecond he fucceeded, and joined the fleet 
of Spain on the twenty-fourth of June. The two fleets, when 
united, amounted to more than fixty fail of the line, with nearly an 
equal number of frigates; and foon after the juné@tion they fteered 
for the Britifh channel. 

The Britifh fleet, under fir Charles Hardy, who was appointed 
to the command upon the refignation of admiral Keppel, was by 
this time alfo at fea. It confifted of thirty-eight thips of the line, 
with fometing lefs than its due proportion of frigates, and cruifed 
in that part of the fea which, in nautical phrafeology, is called the 


chops, or mouth, of the channel. The great fuperiority of the 
WOLedl. ne com- 
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combined ficet, in the number of fhips, guns, and men, feemed to 
juftify the forebodings of thofe who prognofticated the ruin of the 
Britifh empire; and, to add to the dangers of the prefent moment, 
preparations were made on the French coaft, and an invafion of 
Creat Britain was threatened under cover of the combined fleet. On 
the other hand, every precaution was taken by the Britifh govern- 
ment, which prudence fuggefted, for defeating the expected attack, 
A proclamation was iflued, ordering the cattle and draught-horfes 
to be driven from thofe parts of the fea-coaft on which a landing 
fhould be effected ; the militia was embodied ; and numerous cruifers 
were ftationed in the narrow feas, to watch the enemy’s motions. 
And thefe efforts of the government were nobly feconded by thofe 
of private individuals ; for fuch energy had the national fpirit ac« 
quired under the profpect of the difficulties that furrounded, and the 
dangers that threatened, that meetings were held in moft of the 
principal towns, and voluntary contributions made to raife men for 
the defence of the nation. 

About the middle of Auguft, count d’Orvilliers, with the com~ 
bined fleet, patted the Britith fleet under fir Charles Hardy, in the 
mouth of the channel, without either fleet having difcovered the 
other, and proceeded on as far as Plymouth; taking in the way the 
Ardent, a Britith fhip of war, on her paflage to join fir Charles 
Hardy. The count d’Orvilliers made no attempt to land, but con- 
tinued for feveral days parading with the combined fleet in fight of 
Plymouth, until a ftrong eafterly wind fet in, and compelled him to 
quit the channel. As foon as this abated, he returned to the coat 
of England, and cruifed off the Land’s End. ‘The fame eafterly wind 
had alfo driven the Britifh fleet to fea; but, on the laft day of Auguft, 
fir Charles Hardy regained his former ftation, and entered the chan- 
nel in full view of the enemy, who did not attempt to moleft him. 


He now endeavoured to entice them into the narrower part of the 
channel, 
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channel, where their great fuperiority in number would have lefs 


availed them ; and they followed him as high as Plymouth, but uw —~ 


chofe to proceed no farther. Their crews were faid to be fickly; 
their fhips to be in bad condition: And the feafon for equinedtial 
gales was faft approaching. ‘They therefore foon afterwards quitted 
the Englifh Channel, and entered the harbour of Breft. Thus all 
the apprehenfions which had been raifed were quickly diffipated: 
And nothing was done anfwerable to the mighty expedtations that 
had been formed from the union and co-operation of two fuch power- 
ful fleets. Even during their cruife, commodore Johnftone, with 
a {quadron of Britith fhips, hovered on the coaft of France and 
Kept it in alarm. The trade of the enemy was every-where an- 
noyed by the Britifh cruifers, and their merchant-fhips taken, even 
at the entrance of their harbours. On the other hand, the Britith 
trade was lefs. injured than in the preceding year: One of her 
homeward-bound fleets from the Weft Indies, confifling of one 
hundred and twenty-five fail, arrived in fafety juft before the com- 
bined fleets entered the channel; and {carcely had they left it, when 
another fleet from the Eaft Indies was equally fortunate. Sir Charles 
Hardy continued to cruife with the channel fleet until it was late in 
the feafon: And, notwithftanding the apparent fuperiority of the 

enemy, Great Britain, in effed, ftill remained. mafter of the fea. 
The only one of the homeward-bound Britifh fleets that feemed 
to be in any danger, was that from the Baltic, under the convoy of 
the Serapis, captain Pierfon, and the Countefs of Scarborough, cap- 
tain Piercy, the firft a thip of forty-four, and the other of twenty 
guns. This fleet was attacked near Scarborough, on the northern 
coaft of England, by a fquadron under the command of captain Paul 
Jones, in the fervice of congrefs, a man. of a favage and ferocious 
difpofition, hardened by his crimes, and rendered defperate by the 
fear of punifhment, Jones’s fquadron confifted of the Bon Homme 
X¥ 2 Richard,. 
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Richard, a fhip of forty guns; two frigates, one of thirty-fix, and 
the other of thirty-two guns; the Vengeance brig of twelve guns, 
and a cutter; and was fitted out from Port l’Orient in the end of 
July, for the purpofe of intercepting the Britifh fleet from the 
Baltic. But by the good conduét and perfevering bravery of cap- 
tain Pierfon, the convoy was faved, although both the king’s fhips 


~ wvere taken. As foon as the enemy was difcovered, a fignal was 


made for all the fhips of the convoy to run in fhore, and endeavour 
to make a harbour, whilft captain Pierfon fet all the fail he could to 
get between them and the enemy; and as foon as he came near 
enough to difcover the fuperior force which he had to contend with, 
another fignal was made for the Countefs of Scarborough to join 
him. Jones fhewed no backwardnefs to engage: He fteered di- 
re€tly for the Serapis, and brought-to within mufket-fhot of her 
larboard bow, about half after feven in the evening. An engage- 
ment immediately commenced, and not more than two or three 
broadfides were exchanged, when Jones attempted to board the 
Serapis; but he was foon repulfed, and obliged to fheer off. Ina 
{econd attempt the two fhips became entangled, and dropped along- 
fide of each other fo clofe, that the muzzles of the guns touched the 
fides of the oppofite fhip. In this fituation the engagement was 
continued till half an hour after ten, during which the Serapis 
was frequently fet on fire by the combuftibles thrown into her from 
the Bon Homme Richard; and, in the confufion, a cartridge took 
fire, which, communicating to others, blew up all the officers and 
men ftationed abaft the main-maft, and rendered the guns in that 
quarter of the fhip totally unferviceable. Throughout the whole of 
the action, the Alliance, the largeft of Jones’s frigates, failed round, 
and, as opportunities offered, poured her broadfides into the Serapis; 
and, towards the conclufion of the engagement, coming under ‘her 
ftern, raked her fore-and-aft, and killed or wounded fo many of her 
men, 
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_ men, that captain Pierfon, feeing no profpe& of being able to extri- 


cate the Serapis, thought it cruelty to his people longer to continue 
the action, and ftruck his colours. The Countefs of Scarborough, 
although fo much inferior in force, had engaged the Pallas, a French 
frigate of thirty-two guns, for nearly two hours, but was at length 
obliged to ftrike; her rigging being cut to pieces, feven of her guns 
difmounted, four of her people killed, and twenty badly wounded: 
And, to cut off all hopes of fuccefs from a further refiftance, juft 
before fhe ftruck, the other frigate came up on her larboard quarter, 
and was ready to join in the action. The carnage on board the 
Serapis was great: It amounted, according to the beft account that 
captain Pierfon was enabled to give, to forty-nine killed, and fixty- 
eight wounded; but he had reafon to believe, although this was 
all the lofs which he was able to afcertain with precifion, that in 
reality it was much greater. His fhip too had fuftained very confi- 
derable damage; and the mainmaft went by the board juft as the 
ftruck. But -the fcene which prefented itfelf on board the Bon 
Homme Richard was horrible beyond defcription. Her quarter and 
counter on the lower deck were entirely driven in, and the whole 
of her guns on that deck difmounted. She was on fire in two dif- 
ferent places ; had feven feet of water in her hold; and her decks 
ftreamed with the blood of the killed and wounded, which, accord- 
ing to captain Pierfon’s account, amounted to three hundred and 
fix, a number more than three-fourths of her crew. Under fuch 
circumftances of accumulated horror and diftrefs, none but a defpe- 
tado would have continued the engagement; but their ruffian com- 
mander was feen feveral times during the action without his coat, 
and with his fhirt-fleeves tucked up beyond his elbows, running 
about the fhip, and brandifhing a naked cutlafs to keep his men at 
their quarters. To him, who, it feems, was a native of Galloway in 
Scotland, and who, it is faid, had, by his crimes, forfeited his life 
4 to 
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to the laws of his country, before he entered into the fervice of 
congrefs, it was eligible to fall in battle rather than by the hands of 
the executioner: But, to a commander of any humanity, the lives 
of the people entrufted to his care, are an obje& of the utmoft at- 
tention; and, to fuch a commander, refiftance appears unjuftifiable, 
after it becomes hopelefs. The iflue of the engagement in favour 
of the Bon Homme Richard may therefore be afcribed to the dif- 
ferent circumftances under which the two commanders acted, as 
much as to the difparity of force. The damage done to the Bow 
Homme Richard was fo great that it could not be repaired; the 
water gained upon her fo faft, that fhe funk in lefs than two days 
afterwards, with fome of her wounded men on board. By this en- 
gagement two of his majefty’s fhips were loft; but a valuable con-~ 
voy were faved. The brave refiftance made by captain: Pierfon gave 
the thips of the convoy time to efcape ; and enabled them to take 
{helter in the different harbours on the fea-coaft before they could be 
overtaken. / 

The declaration which announced hoftilities on the part of the 
Spanifh nation was not made until every thing Had. been previoufly 
prepared for acting with effect. The grand Spanifh fleet had either 
failed, or was ready to fail: ‘Troops were in motion to occupy the 
works at St. Roque, and inveft Gibraltar by land, whilft a naval 
force was proceeding to block it up by fea: And orders had been. 
difpatched to the governors of their foreign poffeflions to prepare 
them for the rupture. With the help of fuch previous arrange- 
ments it was hoped, whilft Great Britain was embarrafled with the 
complicated operations of fo extenfive a war, that Spain might with. 
eafe recover back fome of the poffeffions that had been wrefted from 
her in lefs aufpicious times; and Gibraltar in Europe, and the pro- 
vince of Weft Florida in North America,. appear to have been 
marked.out as the.firft objets of attack. 

General 


AMERICAN WAR. 167 


General Elliott, that brave and gallant veteran, commanded at ee a 
Gibraltar ; and the gartifon had been largely reinforced. With “~~ 
fuch advantages, added to the natural ftrength of the place, the re- 
dution of it was thought impracticable, in any other way than by 
blockade: It was therefore invefted both by fea and land; and the Blockade of 
blockade was formally notified to all the maritime powers in amity ae 
with Spain, that they might not attempt to furnifh it with fupplies. 

But in this refpe&t the Britifh miniftry had anticipated the views of 
Spain, and, under the apprehenfion of a rupture, had not only 
largely reinforced Gibraltar with troops, but plentifully fupplied it 


with provifions and ftores; fo that an attack upon a place of fuch 


ftrength, fo amply provided with every thing neceflary to hold out 
againft a fiege, in which the enemy might unprofitably wafte their 
blood and treafure, was rather to be wifhed than regretted. 

It was far otherwife with Weft Florida, a province of large ex- 
tent, thinly fettled, and defended by an inconfiderable force. Its 
weftern extremity, at a great diftance from Penfacola, the feat of 
the government, bordered on the Spanifh province of Louifiana, 
from which it was feparated only by the river Mifliffippi. Weft 
Florida was therefore peculiarly expofed to an attack, not only from 
| its weak ftate of defence, but from its contiguity to the Spanifh 
territories. And Don Bernardo de Galves, the governor of Loui- 
Sana, having been previoufly inftructed, had made all neceflary pre- 


parations, ana was ready to pafs the boundary, as foon as he fhould 

receive information of the commencement of hoftilities, intelligence 

| of which, it appears, was communicated to him early in Auguft, 

| and long before it reached the governor of Weft Florida. 

| In the preceding year a predatory incurfion had been made into Incurfion of 


4 3 : a7ae : f the Ameri- 
this province by a captain Willing, an American partizan, who, ¢ans into 


from having been a fettler upon the Mifiiffippi, previous to the W«!Florida. 
| war, was well acquainted with the countries bordering upon that 


river, 
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river. He fet out from Fort Pitt, and, defcending by the courfes 
of the Ohio and Miffiffippi, arrived at a Britifh fettlement in Welt 
Florida, called Manchac, at the confluence of the river Ibberville 
with the Miffiffippi; and fuch was the weaknefs of this frontier 
fettlement, that with twenty-five men only he entered it, took by 
furprife a Britith merchant-fhip, mounting fixteen guns, that lay 
there loading with tobacco and indigo, and made himfelf mafter not 
only of that fettlement, but of fome others that adjoined it upon 
the river Amit. Some of the principal inhabitants made their 
efcape, and flying to Penfacola, applied to the governor for aflift- 
ance. At that time there were not more than five hundred regular 
troops in the province, a number not more that fufficient to garrifon 
Penfacola, and the fort at Mobille; from which fervices none of 
them could be fpared. But the fuperintendant for Indian affairs,. 
having confented to permit a few of the hunters, who were attached 
to his department, to affift the inhabitants of Manchac in the reco- 
very of their poffeflions; with this {mall reinforcement they re- 
turned, drove out the Americans, and re-poffeffed themfelves of 
their former eftates and habitations. This irruption of the Ame- 
ricans, together with the apprehenfion of the hoftile intentions of 
Spain, was the caufe of a reinforcement being fent to Penfacola in 
the beginning of the prefent year. It confifted of a regiment of 
Germans, and the Maryland and Penfylvania regiments of pro« 
vincials, under the command of brigadier-general John Campbell; 
and the whole regular force of the province, after the junction of 
this detachment, amounted to aboyt one thoufand eight hundred 
men. | 

Soon after the arrival of general Campbell, he detached lieutenant- 


theSpaniards, colonel Dickfon, with five hundred men, to build a fort near the 


mouth of the Ibberville, for the defence of that part of the frontier. 


But, from various unexpected obftructions that occurred, the fort 
was. 
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was not nearly finifhed when Don Bernardo de Galves, about the 


end of Auguft, entered the province with two thoufand men, hav- G+~—~ 


ing firft intercepted feveral veflels with fupplies for the fort, and 
taken every practicable precaution for preventing intelligence of his 
operations from being carried to general Campbell. On the twelfth 
of September he approached Baton Rouge, where licutenant-colonel 
Dickfon had taken poft with his detachment, and thrown up fome 
works that were yet unfinifhed. The place was immediately in- 
vefted, and approaches were made and continued until the twenty- 
firft of September, when a battery of heavy cannon was opened 
upon the works. Thefe, after an inceflant cannonade for three 
hours, were found to be untenable: A flag of truce was fent out 
with propofals; and a capitulation was finally entered into for the 
furrender of the poft. Honourable terms were obtained not only 
for the garrifon but the inhabitants of the neighbouring diftrids; 
and in this manner the Britifh fettlements upon the Mifhffippi, from 
the Natches downward, were yielded to the crown of Spain. But 
this lofs was foon afterwards in part compenfated by an acquifition 
made in a different quarter. 

It feems evident that the fame provifionary orders for hoftilities had 
been fent to all the governors of the Spanith provinces that bordered 
on any Britifh fettlement; for nearly at the fame time when Don 
Bernardo de Galves entered the province of Weft Florida, the 
Spanith governor of Honduras made an unexpected attack upon 
the Britifh logwood-cutters, took many of them prifoners, and ex- 
pelled the reft from their principal fettlement at St. George’s Key. 
General Dalling, governor of Jamaica, who, in confequence of the 
rupture with Spain, was apprehenfive that fuch an attack would be 
made, had already difpatched captain Dalrymple, with a fmall de- 
tachment of the Irifh volunteers, to the Mufquito fhore, to collect a 
force for the affiftance of the logwood-cutters in the Bay of Hon- 
Wor. 1. Z duras. 
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duras. The ttanfports which conveyed this detachment, carried 
alfo a fupply of arms, ammunition, and ftores, and arrived at Black 
River on the Mufquito fhore on the twenty-feventh of September. 
The fame day on which they arrived, intelligence was received of 
the attack made by the Spaniards on St. George’s Key; and in con- 
fequence of this intelligence the fquadron again put to fea, as foon 
as captain Dalrymple had enlifted fome volunteers, and collected 
about fixty Indians. In their paflage to Honduras they fell in with 
a fquadron of fhips of war under the command of commodore Lut- 
trell, confifting of the Charon, and the Loweftoff and and Pomona 
frigates, that had been fent by fir Peter Parker, admiral on the Ja- 
maica ftation, to intercept fome Spanifh regifter-fhips, of which he 
had received intelligence. 

From commodore Luttrell, information was received that the fet- 
tlers at Honduras, with their flaves, had retired to Truxillo, and the 
‘fland of Rattan, on the Mufquito fhore; that the Spaniards had 
been already difpoffefled of St. George’s Key, by his majefty’s 
armed fchooner Racehorfe ; and that the regifter-{hips, which were 
the object of commodore Luttrell’s cruife, had taken fhelter in the 
harbour of Omoa, and were too ftrongly protected by the fortifi- 
cations on fhore to be attacked by fea. Under fuch circumftances it 
was agreed between the commodore and captain Dalrymple to unite 
their foree, proceed againft Omoa, and attack it both by fea and 
land. The united fquadron accordingly failed firft for Truxillo, 
where a number of bay-men and logwood-cutters were collected, 
armed and embodied; and from thence proceeded againft Omoa. 

On the fixteenth of OGtober in the evening, the land-force, which, 
even with the marines and mufquetry-men of the fhips, and the re~ 
ipforcement from Truxille, did not much exceed five hundred men, 
was difembarked at Porto Cavallo, a harbour which was fuppofed: 


to be not more than nine miles diftant from Omoa,. It had been in= 
tended 
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by efcalade, before the morning; but the country through which — ~~ 


the march was to be performed was difficult, being in fome parts in- 
terfected by lagoons and morafles, and in others by fteep precipices, 
rendered almoft impaflable by the late rains; and through this diffi- 
cult country only a narrow path led to the fort, which, in the dark- 
nefs of the night, they were obliged to explore with lighted {plinters 
of the cabbage-tree: The diftance too was found to be greater 
than had been reprefented. By thefe obftructions the march was fo 
much retarded, that, when morning appeared, captain Dalrymple 
found himfelf ftill fix miles from the fort, and his men much fa- 


tigued. He fuffered them to refreth themfelves for two hours, and 


then continued his march, putting the Indians in front to feour the 
woods. A body of the enemy was difcovered lying in ambuth, 
about a mile from the fort, and quickly difloged. The heights 
round the town, and the fort, with the roads leading to them, were 
fecured: Pofts were eftablifhed ; and fome of thefe being galled by 
a fcattering fire from the houfes in the town, captain Dalrymple 
found it neceflary to burn it down. Whilft the town was in flames, 
commodore Luttrell’s {quadron entered the bay; and the fort was 
now invefted both by fea and land. Some days were {pent in Jand- 
ing cannon, and erecting batteries; but, after they were opened, it 
was quickly perceived, that, although they annoyed the garrifon ex- 
ceedingly, they made no impreffion upon the walls of the fort; and 
that, in this mode, the fiege might be protraéted to an indefinite 
leugth. It was therefore determined to cut the matter fhort by at- 
tempting to take the fort by efcalade, efpecially as the ditch was ob- 
ferved to be dry. The attempt was to be made at four in the morn- 
ing, by one hundred and fifty Europeans, confifting of feamen and 
marines, with a few of the loyal Irith, under cover of a cannonade 
from the fhips in the bay, and the batteries on the heights. At 
| Z 2 three 
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three the detachment allotted for this fervice moved down from the 


heights; and in the valley, being formed into four columns, waited 
with impatience for the fignal of attack. A little after four the 
cannonade began, which fo engaged the attention of the enemy, 
that the aflailants, with their fcaling-ladders, advanced, unper- 
ceived, clofe to the ramparts. As they were ready to enter 
the ditch, they were difcovered: ‘The enemy’s drums beat to arms, 
and the alarm was given. The affailants, for a moment, fhrunk 
back, but, almoft inftantly recovering themfelves, rufhed on into 
the ditch. The fcaling-ladders were applied; and the feamen 
mounted the walls with alacrity. Two, who firft reached the top 
of the ramparts, prefented their pieces at a body of the enemy af- 


fembled to oppofe them, but, according to their orders, referved» 
pp & ’ 


their fire until they were joined by more of their companions. 
Thefe followed fo clofely, that the Spaniards were ftruck with con- 
fternation, and feemed to lofe the power of refiftance, notwithftand- 
ing the exertions of their officers to encourage them. About one 
hundred efcaped over the walls on the oppofite fide of the fort; the 
reft fled to the cafements; and the governor and principal officers, 
now feeing their fituation defperate, came and furrendered their 
fwords, with the keys of the fort, to captain Dalrymple. Such was 
the humanity of the affailants, and fuch the good order preferved 
in the aflault, that only two Spaniards were wounded with the bay- 
onet, while in the a of refiftance, and not one was plundered. 
An inftance of heroifm in a feaman is mentioned, to which hiftory 
affords nothing in its kind fuperior. He had fcrambled up the walls 
with a cutlafs in each hand, and meeting with an unarmed Spanifh 
officer, the generous tar difdained to take advantage of his helplefs 
fituation ; but, prefenting him with one of his cutlafles, added— 
“© Now you will be on a footing with me.” The Spanifh gentleman 
was too much affected with the fingular generofity of the action to 

2 accept 
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accept of the offer, and quietly furrendered. Unfortunately the 


name of this brave feaman has not been preferved. The Spaniards, —~—~ 


during the fiege, loft, in killed and wounded, about thirty men; 
and three hundred and fixty-five, with a confiderable number of 
officers, were made prifoners. The whole lofs of the befiegers, in 
killed and wounded, did not exceed twenty. 

Thus eafily was acquired the important fortrefs of Omoa, the 
key of the Bay of Honduras, and, in time of war, the receptacle 
of the treafure fent from Guatimala. - The fort was built of ftone, 
raifed out of the fea, and brought from the diftance of twenty 
leagues. Its walls were eighteen feet thick; and, although it had 
coft the Spaniards twenty years labour, the out-works were not then 
finifhed. But, to the captors, the moft important part of the ac- 
quifition was the two regifter-fhips, the value of which, with that 
of fome other prizes of lefs note taken in the harbour, was efti- 
mated at three millions of dollars. A convention was made for an 
exchange of prifoners; and it was agreed, that thofe who were 
taken in FortOmoa fhould be exchanged for an equal number of Bri- 
tith fubjects taken in the Bay of Honduras. The Spanith governor 
offered to ranfom the fort at the expence of three hundred thoufand 
dollars. But as Omoa was thought to be a poft of great confe- 
quence during a war with Spain, the offer, although an advan- 
tageous one to the captors, was immediately rejected; as was a fimi- 
lar one for two hundred and fifty quintals of quickfilver, an article 
neceflary for working the Spanifh mines, and for which a fum of 
money would have been given more than double its value. 

When the Britith f{quadron quitted Omoa, a garrifon was afligned 
to it, fuch as could be fpared, and a floop of war left in the har- 
bour for its further proteGion: But it did not long remain.in the 
poffefion of Great Britain, The weaknefs of the garrifon tempted 
the 
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the Spaniards in the neighbourhood to colleé&t a force and inveft the 
fort. For a confiderable time it was defended with great bravery: 
But, at laft, both the officers and men, amongft whom an epidemi- 
cal fever began to rage, and who, in the whole, amounted only 
to eighty-five, were fo weakened and overcome with the fatigue of 
conftant duty, one centinel being obliged, by fhifting his place, to 
ferve for five, that they faw it would be impoffible to withftand an 
aflault, which the enemy were preparing to make. They therefore 
determined to evacuate the fort; but to leave it as unferviceable as 
in their circumftances they could poflibly make it. After the guns 
had been fpiked, and the ammunition and military ftores deftroyed, 
the garrifon, without lofing a fingle man in the evacuation, em- 
barked on board the veffels in the harbour, and took a final leave of 
Omoa. 

ft has already been obferved, that had the Britifh fleet under ad- 
miral Byron followed that of France under the count d’Eftaing, 
when he made an unfuccefsful attack upon Savannah, it is more 
than probable, that, to the difgrace of a repulfe from that town, 
would have been added the lofs of a great part of his fleet. But 
the Britith fleet, in the ftation on which it did remain, performed 
very eminent fervices to the flate under the command of rear-ad- 
miral Hyde Parker, who fucceeded admiral Byron in the fall of 
the prefent year. The Britifh commerce in the Welt Indies was pro- 
tected, whilf that of the enemy was almoft ruined by the capture 
of their merchantmen. Great part of a convoy bound to Marti- 
nique was either taken or deftroyed, in fight of the ifland, and of 
the French fquadron at Fort Royal, under Monfieur de la Motte 
Piquet, who, in failing out of the harbour to the relief of one of 
his frigates, was in imminent danger of having his retreat cut off 
by part of the Britith fleet, then cruifing off the mouth of the 
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bay. And to the captures of their merchantmen are to be added 
four of the count d’Eftaing’s frigates, on their return to the Weft 
Indies from the coaft of America *. 

Thus Great Britain continued to make a noble ftand againft the 
machinations of her foes. And, although the year 1779 muft be 
confidered as unfortunate, in which fhe loft two valuable iflands, 
without gaining from her enemies a territorial equivalent; it may, 
neverthelefs, be doubted whether the lofs of thefe iflands was not 
overbalanced by the damage done to the French and Spanifh com- 
merce, not only in Europe and the Weft Indies, but in every quar- 
ter of the globe. , 


* The firft of thefe frigates was taken on the 24th of Ofober; and from her admiral 


Parker firft learnt with certainty, that count d’Eftaing had gone, with all his fleet, to North 
America. 
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Expedition under Sir Henry Clinton to South Carolina—Fortifications 
of Charlefiown deferibed—Garrifon of Charleftown—Siege and Re- 
duétion of Charleftown—Incurfion of the Spaniards into Weft Flo- 
vida—Confequences of the Fall of Charlefown—Three new Ex- 
peditions fet on foot by the Britifh Commander—His Addrefs to the 
Inhabitants of South Carolina—Iis Effet—Defeat of the American 
Colonel Burford—Difpyfition of the Britifh Troops in South Carolina 
—Adminiftration of Earl Cornwallis there—Counter-revolution 
among thofe who had ‘fubmitted to the Power of Britain en the Fall 
of Charleftown—Detachment from Wafbington’s Army Jent into 
North Carolina—Movements of the American Colonel Sumpter— 
His Attempt on the Britifb Poft on Rocky Point. 


GIR Henry Clinton having been cramped in his operations 

by the proceedings of the French fleet under the count 
d’Eftaing, whofe unfuccefsful attack upon Savannah, together 
with his final departure from the American coaft, has already 
been related; no fooner received certain information of the de- 
parture of d’Eftaing than he fet on foot an expedition, the objeé 
of which was the taking of Charleftown, and the reduction of the 
province of South Carolina. The troops defigned for this expedi- 
tion were immediately embarked on board the tranfports; and thefe, 
efcorted by admiral Arbuthnot with an adequate naval force, failed 
from Sandy Hook on the-twenty-fixth of December 1779. Sir 


Henry Clinton accompanied the expedition, leaving the garrifon at 
New 
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New York under the command of licutenant-general Knyphaufen. 
The paflage might have been expected to be performed in ten days; 
but fuch was the uncommon feverity of the feafon, that the fleet 
‘was very foon feparated, and driven out of its courfe by tempeftuous 
weather; and fcarcely any of the fhips arrived at Tybee,. the ap- 
pointed place of rendezvous, before the end of January. Some few 
flrageling veflels were taken; fome others were loft; and all received 
more or lefs damage. en all the horfes Kelobeiat to the artil- 
lery or cavalry perifhed during the paflage; and amongft the fhips 
that were loft was one which contained the heavy ordnance. -For- 
tunately, however, the crews were all faved. 

Thofe fhips being refitted that ftood in need of immediate re- 
pair, the fleet failed from Tybee to North Editto Sound, in the 
province of South Carolina; and on the eleventh of February the 
troops were difembarked on John’s Ifland, about thirty miles from 
Charleftown. Part of the fleet was immediately fent round to 
block up the harbour of Charleflown by fea; whilft the troops, 
flowly advancing through the country, pafled from John’s to 
James Iiland; and from thence, over Wappoo Cut, to the main 
land, until they at length reached the banks of Athley River, op- 
pofite to Charleftown. So great were the impediments that they 
met with in their progrefs, or fuch the extreme caution of the com- 
mander in chief, in eftablithing and fortifying pofts to preferve his 
communication with the fea, that it was not until the twenty-ninth 
of March that the advance of the army croffed Athley River at the 
ferry, and landed on Charleftown Neck, fome miles above the town. 
The flat-bottomed boats had been brought from North Edifto Sound, 
through the inlets by which the coaft is interfe@ted, until they en- 
tered Afhley River, by Wappoo Cut; and the paffing over of the 
troops was conducted with much addrefs by captain Elphinftone of 
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the navy. On the following day the troops encamped in front of 
the American lines; and on the firft of April began‘ to break 


eround before Charleftown, at the diftance of eight hundred yards 


.from the provincial works. 


‘The flow advance of the Britifh army had given time to the pro- 
vincials not only to ftrengthen, but greatly to enlarge, the defences 
of Charleftown. Thefe now confifted of a chain of redoubts, lines 
and batteries, extending from Afhley to Cooper River, upon 
which were mounted upwards of eighty pieces of cannon and 
mortars. In front of the lines a canal had been dug, which was 
filled with water; and from the dam at either end a fwamp 
oozed to each river, forming natural impediments where the 
artificial terminated. Behind thefe were two rows of abbatis, fome 
other obftructions, and, immediately in front of the works, a double- 
picketted ditch. ‘The works on the right and left were not only of 
great ftrength, but advanced fo far beyond the range of the inter- 
mediate lines as to enfilade the canal almoft from one end to the 
And in the centre was a horn-work of mafonry, which, 
the fiege, became a kind of citadel. 

Such were the defences of Charleftown on the only fide on which 
it could be approached by land; and, towards the water, numerous 
batteries covered with artillery forbad the approach of fhips. But, 
befides the fecurity which Charleftown derived from its numerous 
batteries, it was ftill more effectually protected by the bar, or fand- 
bank, at the mouth of the inlet that led from the fea. This bar 
was impaflable by the larger fhips of war, and rendered the entry of 
others difficult and dangerous; and, juft within it, Five Fathom 
Hole, of a fufficient depth of water, furnifhed a convenient ftation 
for a fquadron to command the bar, and render the pafiage of it 
fill more difficult and dangerous. This ftation was occupied by the 
American 


AMERICAN 


WAR. 


American commodore Whipple, with a {quadron of nine fail under 
his command, the largeft carrying forty-four, and the fmalleft fix- 
teen, guns. After the perils and difficulties of the bar were fur- 
mounted, before a fleet could reach Charleftown, Fort Moultrie, 
upon Sullivan’s Ifland, was to be pafled, the fire from which had, on 
a former occafion, proved fo deftrutive to a Britifh fquadron under 
fir Peter Parker; and, fince that period, the works on Sullivan’s 
Uland had been confiderably ftrengthened and enlarged. 

General Lincoln, trufting to thofe defences, and at the fame time 
expecting large reinforcements from the other colonies, inftead of re- 
maining with his army in the open country, fhut himfelf up in 
Charleftown, at the earneft requeft of the inhabitants, and with the 
force under his command, amounting to feven thoufand men of all 
denominations under arms, refolved to defend it to the laft extre- 
mity. Great expectations were, undoubtedly, at one time, enter- 
tained of the fuccefsful defence of the bar, from the advantageous 
pofition of the American fquadron; but it foon appeared that thefe 
were illufory: For no fooner did the Britifh fleet, on the twentieth 
of March, approach the bar, with an intention to pafs it, than com- 
modore Whipple quitted his ftation and retired to Fort Moultrie, 
leaving admiral Arbuthnot to enter at his leifure, and occupy the 
{tation which the American fquadron had juft before quitted. Before 
the Renown, Roebuck, and Romulus could pafs the bar, it was ne- 
ceflary to lighten them, by taking out their guns, provifion, and 
water; and in that deftitute fituation they lay for fixteen days, be- 
fore a favourable opportunity offered for making the attempt. But, 
when the attempt was made,’ they effected their paflage without any 
oppolition, except from fome gallies left by commodore Whipple, 
which fired upon the boats of the fleet, and endeavoured to prevent 
them from founding the channel. Not long afterwards, commodore 
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Whipple retired to Charleftown with his fhips, part of which he 
{tationed in Cooper River; and the reft, with fome other veflels, 
were funk acrofs the mouth of it, to prevent the Britifh fleet from 
entering. This was a moft important precaution; for had the Bri- 
tith fleet been permitted to gain the pofleflion of Cooper River, the 
larger fhips might have been fo ftationed as to rake the American 
lines; the only communication that remained between the town and 
the country would have been interrupted; all hopes of obtaining 
fupplies and reinforcements cut off, and the duration of the fiege, 
in all probability, greatly thortened. 

As foon as the Britith began to ere batteries againft the town, 
admiral Arbuthnot embraced the firft favourable opportunity that 
offered for pafling Fort Moultrie; and on the ninth of April, 
with a ftrong foutherly wind and flowing tide, he weighed 
anchor, and effe&ted his purpofe with very little lofs. His 
{quadron confifted of the Renown of fifty, the Romulus and Roe~ 
buck, each of forty-four guns; the Richmond, Blonde, Raleigh, 


and Virginia, frigates, and the Sandwich armed fhip; and although, 


in pafling, the fhips were expofed to a heavy cannonade from Fort 
Moultrie, their whole lofs of men, in killed and wounded, amounted 
only to twenty-feven; and the damage done to them in other re- 
fpeats was equally inconfiderable. As their entry into Cooper River 
was precluded, they anchored near Fort Johnfton, juft without the 
range of fhot from the batteries of the town. 

The fame day on which the fleet paffed Fort Moultrie, the firft 
parallel of the befiegers was finifhed ; and the town being now al- 
moft completely invefted, both by fea and land, the Britith com- 
manders fummoned general Lincoln to furrender. His anfwer was 
fhort, but firm, and conveyed an implied refleGion againft the Bri- 
tifh commanders for their fuppofed tardinefs in making their ap- 
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proaches :—“ Sixty days,” faid he, ‘“ have paffed fince it has-been Seeena: 
d SAAC LT f. 
“* known that your intentions againift this town were hoftile,in which WC~—_ 
y § ) ; 
. . ae . . 1750. 
** time has been afforded to abandon it; but duty and inclination 
<* point to the propriety of fupporting it to the laft extremity.” 
- y t 8 
E . ; : Qian te 
The fummons being ineffectual, the batteries of the firft parallel 2's ° 
5 Charleltown.. 
were opened upon the town, and foon made a vilible impreffion. 
But ftill the communication between the country and the garrifon 
| was kept open acrofs Cooper River; and on the very day on which 


the f{ummons was fent to general Lincoln, the American general 


Woodford paffed Cooper River with feven hundred continental 
troops, and entered the town. To affift in preferving this commu- 
nication, general Lincoln had left his cavalry without the lines, 
with orders to traverfe and keep open the country to the eaftward 


of Cooper River, as being that through which he expected to re- 
ceive his reinforcements; and by the fame route he hoped to be 
able to make good his retreat with the garrifon, if at laft he thould 
find the town no longer tenable *. 


To 


* The underwritten Letter was intercepted and publifhed by Sir Henry Clinton’s orders 
during the fiege of Charleftown. 
South Carolina, May 11, 1780. 
From B. Smith to Mrs. Benjamin Smith, dated Charleftown, April 30, 1780. 
HAVING never had an opportunity of writing to her fince the enemy began to a&t with 
vigour, and knowing that a thoufand evil reports will prevail to increafe her uneafinefs—mine 
J have fupported pretty well until laft night, when I really almoft funk under the load :— 
Nothing remains around to comfort me but a probability of faving my life, - - - - - 
After going through many difficulties, our affairs are daily declining, and not a ray of hope 
| remains to affure us of fuccefs, - - ~- The enemy have turned the fiere into a blockade, 
which, ina fhort time, muft have the defired effect ; and the mott fanguine do not now enter- 
| tain the {malleft hope of the town being faved. The enemy have continued their approaches 
with vigour continually, fince I wrote the inclofed, and are now completing batteries about 
two hundred yards diftance from our lines ; they fire but feldom from their cannon, bunt their 
| popping off rifles and fmall-arms do frequent mifchief, and every night throw out an amazing 
number of fhells amongft our people at the lines, which, though not attended with the 
damage that might reafonably be expected, do fome mifchief. Our communicztion js en- 


tirely 


Ay 


HIS TO Revo ite 


To cut off the retreat of the garrifon, and to prevent it from re- 
ceiving reinforcements, were obje&s of -fuch importance that they 
had not efcaped the attention of the Britifh general. But the main- 
taining his own communications with the fea had required all the 
troops he could {pare from the immediate operations of the fiege, 
until the Britith fleet paffed Fort Moultrie, and gained the com- 
mand of the water between it and Charleftown. From this time 


fir Henry Clinton felt no farther apprehenfion about his own com- 


tirely cut off from the country (excepting by a fimall boat at great rifque) by lord Corn- 
wallis, who occupies every landing-place from Haddrill’s Point, a confiderable way up the river, 
with two thoufand five hundred men. When I wrote laft, it was the general opinion that we 
could evacuate the town at pleafure; but a confiderable reinforcement having arrived to the 
enemy, has enabled them to ftrengthen their pofts fo effe€tually as to prevent that meafure. 
The fame caufe prevents our receiving further fupplies of provifions or reinforcements, and a 
fhort time will plant the Britifh ftandard on our ramparts. You will fee by the inclofed fum- 
mons that the perfons and properties of the ‘ahabitants will be faved; and confequently I ex- 
pect to have the liberty of foon returning to you; but the army mutt be made prifoners of 
war. This will give a rude fhock to the independence of America; and a Lincolnade will 
become as common a term as Burgoynade: But I hope we fhall in time recover this fevere 
blow. However, before this happens, I hope I fhall be permitted to return home, where I 
mutt flay, as my fituation will not permit me to take any further an active part ; and therefore 
my abandoning my property will fubjec&t me to many inconveniencies and loffes, without being 
any way ferviceable to the country. - - - This letter will run great rifque, as it will be 
{urrounded on all fides ; but as I know the perfon to whofe care it is committed, and feel for 
your uneafy fituation, T could not but truft it. Affure yourfelf that I-fhall fhortly fee you, as 
nothing prevents Lincoln’s furrender but a point of honour in holding out to the laft extre- 


mity. This is nearly at hand, as our provifions will foon fail; and my plan is to walk off as 


foon asI can obtain permifion. - - - - Should your father be at home, make him ac- 
quainted with the purport of thts letter, and remember me to him; alfo to your mother, but 
do not let the intelligence go out of the houfe, - - - - but a mortifying fcene muft 


firft be encountered: The thirteen flripes will be levelled in the duit, and I owe my life to the 


clemency of a conqueror. 
Your ever affeGtionate hufband, 


(Signed) B. SMITH. 


Note. Thofe parts filled up with hyphens contain expreffions of tendernefs to his wife, no 


way interefting to the public; for which reafon we have omitted to publifh them. 
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munications, and was enabled to detach lieutenant-colonel Webiter, ein 
with one thoufand four hundred men, to cut off thofe of the enemy, ——~—~ 
i L700. 


: : voles ; 
By the advanced guard of this detachment, compofed of Tarleton’s 


legion and Fergufon’s corps, the American cavalry, with the militia 
attached to them, were furprifed in the night of the fourteenth of 
April, at Biggin’s Bridge, near Monk’s Corner, thirty-two miles 
from Charleftown, and completely routed and difperfed, with the 


lofs of all his ftores, camp equipage, and baggage *. 

| 3 "> = 
| * Forty-two large waggons, one hundred and two waggon-horfes, eighty-two dragoon- Lhd ees sn fir Celdet 
horfes, and feveral officers horfes; a quantity of ammunition, flour, butter, clothing, camp ~% Le. OES _z 
and horfe equipage ; harnefs for all the waggons; all the officers clothing and baggage; toge- Ofccera ake whee 
ther with five puncheons cf rum, fix hogfheads of mufcovado fugar, four barrels of indigo, a ive A 
quantity of tea, coffee, {pices, nails in caflks, fome French cloth, three barrels of gunpowder, OE 
light-dragoon {words, &c. &c. found in a ftore, which was fet on fire, and blown up by the LZ ° 
cearelefinefs of the centinel, who, in going to draw fome rum, fet it on fire, and in a fhort time re Fi foe fi eng Mabe fes 
the flore was blown up. The lofs of the Americans, in men, was major Birnie of Pulafli’s Fork 
legion of dragoons, three captains, one lieutenant, and ten privates, killed; fifteen privates, 

! one captain, and two lieutenants, wounded; fifty-eight privates, two captains, and three licu- 

tenants, taken prifoners, including the wounded. Major Birnie was mangled in the moft 

fhocking manner; he had feveral wounds, a fevere one behind his ear. This unfortunate 

officer lived feveral hours, reprobating the Americans for their conduct on this occafion, and 

even in his laft moments curfing the Britifh for their barbarity, in having refufed quarter after 

he had furrendered. The writer of this, who was ordered on this expedition, afforded every 

affiftance in his power; and had the major put upon a table, ina public-houfe in the village, 

| and a blanket thrown over him. The major, in his laf moments, was frequently infulted by 

the privates of the legion: Some dragoons of the Britifh legion attempted to ravifh feveral 

ladies at the houfe of fir John Collington, in the neighbourhood of Monk’s Corner. Mrs. 

the wife of Doctor ——— of Charleltown, was moft barbaroufly treatedy fhe was 


a moft delicate and beautiful woman. Lady ———— received one or two wounds with a 
fword. Miufs » fifter to major ———, was alfo ill treated. The ladies made their 
efcape, and came to Monk’s Corner, where they were proteéted ; a carriage being provided, 


they were efcorted to the houfe of Mr. - The dragoons were apprehended and 


brought to Monk’s Corner, where, by this time, colonel Webfter had arrived and taken the 
| command. The late colonel Patrick Fergufon (of whom we fhall have occafion ‘to fpeak 
hereafter) was for putting the dragoons to inftant death. But colonel Webfter did not con- 

ceive that his powers extended to that of holding a general court-martial. The prifoners were 


| 
| 
however fent to head-quarters, and, I believe, were afterwards tried and whipped, 
| 
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By this defeat a paflage was opened acrofs the head branches 
of Cooper River for the remainder of the detachment to move forward 
and occupy the country to the eaftward of it. Some days afterwards, 
by the arrival of a reinforcement from New York, the commander 
in chief was enabled to fend another detachment acrofs Cooper 
River; and the command of the whole was given to earl Corn- 
wallis. 

The force detached to the eaftward of Cooper River was now fo 
confiderable as to cut off from the garrifon all reafonable hopes 
of effecting a retreat. A council of war was called; and by their 
advice, an offer was made for furrendering the town on certain con~ 
ditions: But the conditions propofed were of fuch a nature as 
could not be acceded to by the Britifh commanders, and were of 
courfe inftantly rejected. In the mean time the befiegers were daily 
advancing their works: ‘The fecond parallel was completed on the 
twentieth of April, and the third on the fixth of May. ‘The laft of 
thefe had been puthed fo near to the provincial works as to be clofe 
to, the canal; and the canal, for aconfiderable part of its extent, was 
quickly drained of its water by a fap carried to the dam. 

The misfortunes of the befieged now crowded faft upon them. 
On the fame day on which the third parallel was completed, the 
garrifon of Fort Moultrie furrendered to captain Hudfon of the 
navy, who had been landed on Sullivan’s Ifland, with two hundred 
feamen and marines, to attack the fort by land, whilft the fhips 
prepared to batter it from the water; and, on the fame day alfo, 
the broken remains of the American cavalry, which had been, col- 
lected with great care by a colonel White, were again defeated by 
colonel Tarleton on the banks of the Santee. Whilft the Americans 
lay under the preflure of thefe accumulated misfortunes, the Britith 
commanders, with a view of faving the effufion of blood, thought pro- 
per once more to open a correfpondence with general Lincoln for the 
fur- 
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furrender of the town: But the garrifon or the inhabitants were not © HA? 


yet fufficiently humbled to accept of the terms that were offered ; 

and hoftilities were recommenced. The batteries of the third pavallel 
opened upon the town, and did great execution; and at this fhort 
diftance the Heffian yagers, pofted advantageoufly, fired their rifles 
with fuch effect, that numbers of the befieged were killed at their 
guns, and fcarcely any efcaped who ventured to’ fhew themfelves 
over the lines. During this fire, which continned for two days 
without intermiffion, the befiegers gained the counterfcarp of the 
outwork that flanked the canal; the canal itfelf was paffed ; and the 
works were advanced almoft to the verge of the ditch, The hopes 
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of the inhabitants now forfook them: All the horrors of an affault - 


prefented themfelves to their affrighted imaginations; and they 


joined in a petition to general Lincoln, praying him to accept the. 


terms which had been offered. A flag of truce was accordingly 
fent out with a propofition to that effe&. And, whatever fevere 
juftice might have diated, the Britifh commanders, unwilling to 
prefs to unconditional fubmiffion a reduced enemy, whom clemency 
might yet reconcile, accepted the propofition, and agreed to grant 
the fame terms which had been before rejeted. The capitulation 
was figned on the twelfth of May; and on the fame day the gar- 


rifon laid down their arms, and major-general Leflie took poneition 


of the town. 

By the articles of capitulation the garrifon were allowed fome of 
the honours of war: ‘They were to march out and depofit their 
arms between the canal and the works of the place; but the drums 
were not to beat a Britifh march, nor the colours to be uncafed: 
The continental troops and feamen, keeping their baggage, were to 
remain prifoners of war until exchanged: The militia were to be 


permitted to return to their refpe€tive homes as prifoners on parole ; 
Vou. Il, Bb and, 


Reduétion of 
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and, while they kept their parole, were not to be molefted in their 
property by the Britifh troops: The citizens of all defcriptions were 
to be confidered as prifoners on parole, and to hold their property 
‘1 the town on the fame terms as the militia: The officers of the 
army and navy were to retain their fervants, fwords, piftols, and 
baggage, unfearched; they were permitted to. fell their horfes, but 
not to remove them out of the town: And a flag of truce was to 
be furnithed to carry general Lincoln’s difpatches to Philadelphia. 
unopened. 
The lofs of the Britith troops, during the fiege, amounted to: 
feventy-fix killed, and one hundred and eighty-nine wounded’; 
that of the garrifon was not, in the whole, quite fo much: But in . 
the number of the flain was greater. The prifoners taken in Charlei~ 
town, including the deputy governor, and the council of the pro- 
vince, feven general officers, a commodore, ten continental’ regi- 
ments, but much reduced; three battalions of artillery, with town 
and country militia, amounted to more than five thoufand men; to 
whom muf be added about one thoufand American and French fea» 
men, and: near four hundred pieces of ordnance, with a confider> 


able quantity of ftores*.. 
A. Return of the Ships and Veffels taken or deftroyed at the Surrender of Charleftown: . 


The Bricole, pierced for 60, mounting 44 guns, twenty-four and cighteen pounders, funk; 
jer captain, officers, and company prifoners. The Truite, 26. twelve pounders, funk; her 
saptain, &c. prifoners. Queen of France, 28 nine pounders, funk ; her captain, &c. prifoners,, 
General Moultrie, 20 fix pounders, funk ; ditto. Notre Dame (brig), 16 ditto, funk ; ditto». 
Providence, 32 eighteen and twelve pounders, taken ; captain and company prifoners. Boftony, 
ef the fame force, taken; ditto. Ranger, 20 fix pounders, taken; ditto.. 

French Ships. L’Avanture, 26 nine and fix pounders, commanded by the Sieur de Bru- 
Jot, Lieutenant de Vaiffeaux, taken and company. Polacre, 16 fix pounders, taken. 

Some empty brigs, lying at the wharfs, with other {mall veffels, were alfo taken, and four 
armed galleys, ' cebpe 
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The commanderin chief, in his public orders iffued after the fur- 
render of the town, and in his difpatches to the fecretary of ftate, 


‘was lavifh in encomiums upon the officers who ferved under him, 


and the troops he commanded. The affiftance he received during 
the fiege from his general officers, earl Cornwallis, major-generals 
Leflie, Huyne, and Kofpotch, and brigadier-general Patterfon, is not 
only honourably remembered but thankfully acknowledged. The 
merits of captain Elphinfton of the navy, who conduéted all the 
naval operations relating to the army in its progrefs from North 
Edifto to Charleftown, and in the paflage of Athley River, and 
alfo of all the other officers and feamen ferving on fhore during the 
fiege, are warmly recommended to the notice of the king, together 
with the fervices of the officers and foldiers of the royal artillery, 
the corps of engineers, and in fhort of every other corps, whether 


‘Britifh or Heflian, but more particularly of the yager detachment. 


The names of lieutenant-colonels Webfter and Tarleton, but above 
all of the chief engineer major Moncrieff, fill up the lift of brave 
and meritorious officers that are particularly mentioned. The fer- 
vices of the two firft of thefe have been already noticed in the pro- 
grefs of the fiege: By the bravery of the one, and the good con- 
duct of the other, the country to the eaftward of Cooper River was 
opened to the Britifh troops, the American cavalry routed and dif- 
perfed, and the communication between the town and the country 
cut off; And with refpect to the laft of thefe officers, no language 
can exprefs more forcibly than that of the commander in chief, the 
fenfe which he entertained of his very extraordinary merit. Thefe 
are his words: ‘* But to major Moncrieff, the commanding engi-~ 
** neer, who planned, and, with the affiftance of fuch capable offi- 
* cers under him, conducted the fiege with fo much judgment, 
“ oN eae and laborious attention, I with to render a tribute of 
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“ the very higheft applaufe and moft permanent eratitude; per 
“ fuaded that far more flattering shmmendations than I can beftow 
‘ will not fail to crown fuch rare merit.’ 

Of this officer it may be remarked, that he was not more matte 
in the poffefion of fuperior talents than fortunate in occafions te 
difplay them. ‘The fucceffive fieges of Savannah and Charleftown,. 
furnithed him with opportunities of exemplifying his flkill in the twe 


principal branches of his profeffion, the art of defence, and that of 


attack: In both, his mafterly defigns were crowned with fuccefs; nor’ 
is it eafy to determine in which of them his great attainments in his. 
profeffion fhone with brighteft luftre.. 

Whilf the Britith arms were thus employed in South Carolina,. 
the Spaniards made a frefh incurfion into Weft Florida, and: 


fucceeded in reducing the town and fort of Mobille, with the ad- 


joining country. In the month of January Don Bernardo de Galves. 
failed from New Orleans, with a fleet confifting of fixteen armed’ 


veflels, and a-number of tranfports, having on board. one thoufand: . 


five hundred regular troops, and five hundred people of colour.. On. 
his paflage he was overtaken by a ftorm, in which feveral of his: 
veflels were loft, with a number of his troops, and great part of his: 


provifions, artillery, and ammunition, With the reft he arrived off 


the entrance into Mobille Bay, and landed upon the point of land 
forming the eaftern extremity of that inlet, where he remained 


until he obtained a reinforcement of men, and a frefh fupply of pro- 


yifions, artillery, and ammunition. When. thefe arrived, Don Ber=- 


nardo de Galves again embarked his troops, and, failing up the Bay,, 


tanded at Dog River, about four miles from: Mobille, on the twenty- 
fifth of February. From thence he advanced againft the fort, and 
proceeded to make regular approaches, a wafte of labour and time 


that feemed unneceflary againft a place fo totally unprovided for de- 


fence,. 
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fence. The fort had been originally built only as a protection 
againft the Indians ; and, after it came into the poffeffion of Great 
Britain, had been fuffered to go to decay, until the beginning of the 
prefent year, when captain Durnford, the chief engineer at Penfa- 
eola, was fent to put it in a ftate of defence. But this, it feems, 
was impoflible, without an immenfe expence of money, and a 
greater length of time than intervened between his taking the com- 
mand, and the arrival of the Spaniards. It was garrifoned by a 


company of the fixtieth regiment, amounting to eighty-two men, 


including officers; and to thefe were added, upon the approach of 
the Spaniards,, thirty-fix failors, forty-five militia, and fixty people 
of colour. On the fourteenth of March the Spaniards opened a 


battery upon the fort, of eleven pieces of heavy cannon, which, in- 


twelve hours, damaged its defences fo entirely, and rendered it fo 
untenable, that the commanding officer thought fit to capitulate. 
Honourable terms were obtained; and, although it was fcarcely 


poffible for the garrifon to hold out longer, their furrender at this 
critical moment was, afterwards, a caufe of regret, when they were 


informed that general Campbell, with feven hundred men, was then 
on his march from Penfacola to their relief, and at no great diftance 
when the capitulation was figned. 

By the fall of Charleftown, the capture of the deputy governor, 
and the greateft part of the council, and the defeat and difperfion of 
the only regular force which general Lincoln had left without the 
lines, the war in South Carolina feemed entirely fubdued: And 
three expeditions, fet on foot by the commander in chief, imme- 
diately after thefe events, appeared well calculated to deepen the im- 
preflion that had been made, and to extinguith every idea of further 
refiftance amongft the people of the interior country, if any fuch 
idea could at that time be fuppofed to exift. The firft of thefe ex- 
peditions 
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peditions, under lord Cornwallis, was intended to overpower, of 


or drive out of the province, a body of continental troops under a co- 
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lonel Burford, who, arriving too late in the fiege to be able to 
throw fuccours into Charleftown, had taken poft on the northern 
banks of the Santee; and, being joined by thofe of the American 
cavalry who had furvived their laft defeat by Tarleton, made a fhew 
of oppofition to the Britifh intereft, and endeavoured to keep alive 
the expiring hopes of the Americans. The fecond of thefe expedi- 
tions was to proceed up the fouth-weft fide of the Santee to the dif- 
trict of Ninety-fix, in order to confirm and encourage the loyal, and 
reduce the difaffeted: And the third, with a fimilar intention, to 
move up the banks of Savannah to Augufta. 

In the mean time the commander in chief, who had received in- 
formation that a French armament, with tranfports and troops, might 
be expected on the coaft of America, to co-operate with general 
Wafhington, was bufily employed in preparing for his return to 
New York, and in eftablifhing fuch regulations for furthering and 
fecuring the Britifh intereft in South Carolina, as were neceflary, 
previous to his departure. A hand-bill was publithed and circulated 
amoneft the inhabitants, by which they were reminded, that as 
the commander in chief, upon his firft arrival in the province, had 
taken no ftep whatfoever to excite the loyal inhabitants to. rife in 
favour of government, whilft the king’s troops employed in the 
fiege of Charleftown might be unable to afift them in their efforts, 
nor withed to draw the king’s friends into danger whilft any doubt 
could remain of their fuccefs; fo now, that fuccefs was certain, he 
trufted that one and all would heartily join, and by a general con- 
currence give effeét to fuch neceflary meafures as might from time 
to time be pointed out. The helping hand of every man, it was 
faid, was wanted to re-eftablith peace and good government Thofe 
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who had families might form a militia to remain at home and pre- 
ferve peace and good order in their own diftri&s; whilft thofe who 
were young, and had no families, it was expeCted would be ready 
to affift the king’s treops in driving their oppreffors, and all perfons. 
whatfoever a@ing under the authority of congrefs, far from the 
province; and, for this purpofe, that they fhould prepare themfelves 
to ferve with the king’s troops for any fix out of the next twelve 
months, under officers of their own choice, and with this exprefs 
ftipulation, that they fhould be allowed, when on fervice, the 


fame pay, ammunition, and provifions, as the king’s troops, and” 


fhould not be obliged to march beyond North Carolina on the one 
fide, or Georgia on the other... Having ferved for that period, it 
was faid, that they would have paid their debt to their country, 
would be freed from all further claim of military fervice, except the 
ufual militia duty at home, and would be entitled to enjoy undif- 
turbed that peace, liberty, and fecurity of property, which they had 
contributed to eftablifh. A proclamation was alfo iflued by the 
commander in chief, on the twenty-fecond of May, by which 
effe€tual countenance, protection, and fupport, were promifed to the 
king’s faithful and peaceable fubjects, and the moft exemplary fe- 
verity, with confifcation of property, denounced againft thofe who 
fhould hereafter appear in arms within the province again{t his 
majefty’s government, or who fhould attempt to compel any 
others to do fo, or who fhould hinder or intimidate any of the 
king’s faithful and loving fubjects from joining his forces, or per- 
forming thofe duties which their allegiance required. And on the 
firft of June another proclamation was iffued, in the name of fir 
Henry Clinton and admiral Arbuthnot, as commifloners for re 
ftoring peace to the colonies, by which a full and free pardon was 
promifed to all thofe who, having been mifled from their duty, 
 fhould 
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& H A P. fhould immediately return to their allegiance, and a due obedience 


XXII. 


to the laws, excepting only fuch as were polluted with the blood of 


1780, 


Tis effect. 


their fellow-citizens, fhed under the mock forms of juftice for their 
loyalty to their fovereign, and adherence to the Britifh government: 
By the fame proclamation, the promife of effectual countenance, 
protection, and fupport, was renewed to the loyal and well-affected ; 
and, as foon as the fituation of the province would admit of it, a 


reinftatement of the inhabitants in the poffeffion of all thofe rights. 


and immunities which they formerly enjoyed under the Britifh go- 
vernment; and alfoan exemption from taxation, except by their own 
legiflature. Thefe meafures feemed well calculated to encourage the 
loyal, and intimidate the difaffle@ted; and appear to have produced 
a confiderable effect. Moft of the people round Charleftown came 
in, and offered to ftand forth in defence of the Britifh government ; 
and not a few aétually took up arms, and placed themfelves under 
the direGtion of major Fergufon, who was appointed to command 
them. General Williamfon, and the militia of the diftriat of Ninety- 
fix, fubmitted to the officer who commanded the expedition into that 
part of the country; and the inhabitants in the fouthern parts of the 
province made the like fubmiffion to the Britifh officer commanding 
at Beaufort. Nearly about the fame time alfo, the commander in 
chief received the pleafing intelligence that the continental troops and 
militia undercolonel Burford had been completely routed and difperfed 
by lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, who was fent by lord Cornwallis in 
purfuit of them. Immediately after the furrender of Charleftown 
colonel Burford, whofe force confifted of three hundred and eighty 
continental infantry, a detachment of Wafhington’s cavalry, and 
two fix pounders, quitted his poft on the banks of the Santee, and 
began a retreat up the north-eaft fide of that river, with a view of 
retiring into the back country of Nerth Carolina to join a reinforce- 
4 ment 
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ment which he expected to meet him by that route. Earl Corn- 
‘wallis did not begin his march in purfuit of him until the eighteenth 
of May, and then moved on towards Camden. After crofling the 
Santee, and marching fome days on the road by which Burford had 
retreated, finding him too far advanced to be overtaken by the 
main body of his detachment, lord Cornwallis difpatched lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton, with forty men of the feventeenth regiment of 
dragoons, one hundred and thirty of the cavalry of the legion, and 
one hundred mounted infantry of the fame corps, to endeavour by 
forced marches to come up with him. By this officer, after a march 
| of one hundred and five miles in fifty-four hours, Burford was 
overtaken at Waxhaws, on the borders of North Carolina, on the 
twenty-ninth of May, and defeated, with the lofs of almoft all his 
detachment, and the whole of his artillery, ammunition, and bag- 
gage. The execution done in this ation was fevere: One 
hundred and thirteen were killed on the fpot, and two hun- 
dred and three made prifoners, of whom one hundred and fifty 
were badly wounded. Burford made his efcape by a precipitate 
flight on horfeback. The king’s troops were entitled to great com- 
mendation for their a€tivity and ardour on this occafion, but the 
virtue of humanity was totally forgot. The lofs of the Britifh 
troops was trifling; two officers and three privates being pbb e 
and one officer and fourteen privates wounded *. 


‘The 


* Upon the march to Camden the Britifh troops were fupported from the country through. 
which they paffed.” A number of negroes, mounted on horfes, were employed under proper 
cconduétors in driving in eattle for the fupport ef the army, and, though they were in general 
xery {mall, the army was plentifully fupplied. The cattle were delivered alive to the regi- 
ments, who found their own butchers. On the 1ft of June the royal army took pofleffion of 
‘Camden, ina day or two after which colonel Tarleton joined the army at Camden, diftant 
| Upon the appreach of the army to Camden the 
| 


] 
i 
1 


nearly one hundred miles from Charleftown. 
author, who had the honour of being commiflary to the troops under lord Cornwallis, was 
by his lordfhip ordered to move on in front, to poft centinels, and take charge of fuch ftores 
as might be found in the town. In confequence of that order, a mill belonging to a colonel 
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The laft remains of the continental force in South Carolina being: 
extirpated by the defeat of Burford at Waxhaws, and the inhabitants 
in moft parts of the province having either fubmitted to the Britifh 
government, or taken paroles from the officers commanding the de- 
tachments fent amoneft them, the commander in chief, confidering 
the province as completely reduced, thought fit, previous ‘to his de- 
parture for New York, to alter the condition of thofe who had fub- 
mitted upon parole; and, inftead of confidering them-any longer as 
prifoners, to require of them the duties, and entitle them tothe rights,. 
of active citizens and loyal fubje&ts. For this purpofe a proclama+ 
tion was iffued, bearing date the third of June, declaring: that all the 
inhabitants of the province who were: prifoners on) parole, except 
thofe who were in the military. line, and’ thofe who’ were in Fort 
at the time of the: furrender of thofe 
places, or who were then in aétual. confinement, fhould, from and 
after the twentieth of that month, be freed and exempted from all 
{uch paroles, and be reftored tovall the. rights and: duties of citizens and 


inhabitants: But, bythe fame proclamation, it was.alfo declared that. 


all perfons under the above defcription, who fhould afterwards neglect. 


Kerfhaw was taken poffeffion of ; in it was found a quantity‘of wheat and flour. Ina ftore 


belonging to Jofeph and Eli Kerfkaw was found a quantity of merchandize; 21 rice tierces,. 


3 hogfheads and a half of indigo, fome tea, fugar, coffee, and linen, which were fent to the: 


general hofpital. A quantity of falt, 20 barrels of flour, 18 ditto Indian corn meal; ome 


hogfhead of rum, a quantity of bacon and hams, butter, brimflone, axes and wedges, fent to: 


the engineer department. Rhubarb in root, damaged, fent to the general hofpital. 


ber of hats, and fome green cloth, diftributed to the troops. In a barnmear the river ninety 
hogflieads of tobacco, a of which was deftroyed by the troops, the reft was ordered by 
lord Cornwallis to be fent to Charleftown. We fhall have occafion hereafter to fhew how the 
indigo and tobacco were difpofed of. Near 100 head of cattle were found’ in and near the 


town, together with fome fheep. 


to colonel Kerfhaw for the property taken from him, as he was deemed a very violent many. 


and who was faid to have perfecuted the loyalifts. 
being fo particular. 


We will hereafter affign our reafons for 


property taken in the courfe of the day, of its diftribution, and of the amount in hand. 


ta 


A num-- 


Lord Cornwallis ordered the commiffaries to give no receipt’ 


A return was made every night to lord Cornwallis of all fpecies of. 
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to returfi to their allegiance, and'a due fubmiffion to his majefty’s go naa 


vernment, fhould be confidered as enemies and rebels to the fame, Sas 
and be treated accordingly... Thefe general regulations having been ne 
eftablifhed, the commander in chief, on the fifth of June, embarked = Fes 
for New York, carrying with him all the troops that could be {pared, 

leaving lieutenant-general earl Cornwallis in the command of 


thofe that remained, with the charge of profecuting the war in xX 


North Carolina as foon as the feafon of the year, and other circum- " 


tances, would permit. 
The force left under lord eee es amounted to about four Paes Sek 
oi the troops = wes 
thoufand men; and,as the expedition into North Carolina was ne- in South Ca- hu) ‘ 
lina OE ea ] 
e ro. e a Pe ss 


ceflarily delayed, from the heat of the feafon, the impoffibility o 
fubfifting an army in that province until the harveft was over, and at | | 
the neceflity of forming magazines, with achain of communica- he 
tions properly fecured before the expedition was begun, the troops 
were in the mean time fo difpofed in cantonments as to cover the 
| frontiers both of South, Carolina and Georgia, and fecure their in- 
| ternal quiet. The principal force upon the, frontiers was at Camden, omy 
under the command of lord Rawdon: It confifted of the twenty- | 
third and thirty-third regiments, the volunteers of Ireland, the legion 
cavalry, Brown’s and Hamilton’s corps of provincials, and a de- 
tachment of artillery. Major M‘Arthur, with the two battalions 
of the feventy-firft, was advanced to Cheraw Hill, upon the river 
Pedee, to cover the country between Camden and Georgetown, 
and to correfpond with the highland fettlement on Crofs Creek, in 
North Carolina: And Georgetown was garrifoned by a detach- 
ment of provincials under captain Saunders of the queen’s ran- 
gers. Camden was connected with the diftrict of Ninety-fix by a f 
| ftrong poft at Rocky Mount, upon the Wateree, garrifoned by the i i 
# 
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New York volunteers, and fome militia, under lieutenant-colonel 
area. Turn 
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© HA P. Turnbull. At Ninety-fix were ftationed three battalions of provin- 


~———_ cials, and fome companies of light-infantry; at firft commanded by 


1780. 


A dminiftra- 
tion of earl 
Cornwallis, 
gommander 
in chief in 
South Caro- 
lina. 


licutenant-colonel Balfour, and afterwards by lieutenant-colonel 
Cruger. Major Fergufon’s corps of provincials, and a body of 
loyal militia, were not ftationayy, but traverfed the country between 
the Waterce and the Saluda, and fometimes approached the con- 
fines of North Carolina. At Augufta lieutenant-colonel Brown 
commanded with his own, and detachments from fome other regi- 
ments. The reft of the troops were ftationed at Charleftown, Beau- 
fort, and Savannah: Brigadier-general Patterfon commanding at the 
firft of thefe places, and lieutenant-colonel Alured Clarke at the laft. 
And at Camden was ‘to be formed the principal magazine for the in= 
tended expedition. : 

Upon earl Cornwallis, as commander in chief in South: zon 
devolved alfo the care of adjufting the internal affairs, and eftablifh-- 
ing fuch regulations, whether civil or commercial, as might be ne~ 
ceflary for its future profperity; and, to enter upon this arduous: 
tafk, he repaired to Charleftown, as foon as he had fixed the pofts,. 
and cantoned the troops in the manner already mentioned. A cor= 
refpondence had been kept up with the loyalifts in North Carolina: 
And, as the expedition into that province was neceflarily delayed,. 
his lordfhip fent emiflaries amongft them to requeft the’ well-affected! 
to attend to their harveft, colle& provifions, and remain quiet tilh 
the king’s troops were ready to enter the province, which would not 
be till the end of Auguft, or beginning of September. But, unfor- 
tunately, this prudent and neceflary admonition was not attended to. 
A number of loyalifts in Tryon County having prematurely aflem- 
bled in arms under a colonel More, towards the end of June, were 
quickly routed and difperfed by a provincial force under general 
Rutherford. This unfuccefsful infurrection furnifhed a pretence for 
perfe- 
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perfecuting the loyalifts in other parts of the province; their gaols 
were filled with loyalifts, and every day added a victim to their 
gibbets: Such were the fufferings of the loyalifts; and fo harafled 
and oppreffed were they, that about eight hundred of them, who had 
intended to wait the approach of the king’s troops, at length loft all 
patience, and, affembling under a colonel Bryan, quitted their ha- 


-bitations and marched towards South Carolina, where they were 


fortunate enough to arrive unmolefted, and joined major M‘Arthur’s 
detachment at Cheraw Hill. Never was a finer body of men col- 
lected; ftrong, healthy, and accuftomed to the feverity of the 
‘climate; had they been properly difciplined, they might have ren- 
‘dered the moft important fervices. Upon their marching into Cam- 
-den they prefented to our view the horrors of a civil war. Many 
ef them had not feen their families for months, having lived in the 
woods to avoid the perfecution of the Americans. Numbers of them 
were in rags, moft of them men of property. There were men in 
Bryan’s corps who pofleffed fome hundred acres of land, farms highly 
eultivated, and well ftocked: Thefe, with families and friends, they 
abandoned, to manifeft their attachment to the Britifh government. 
In the mean time lord Cornwallis was bufily employed at 
Charleftown in forming regulations for the internal government of 
South Carolina, and in forwarding to Camden the fupplies wanted 
for the army upon the intended expedition. A board of police was 
eftablithed for the adminiftration of juftice, until the fituation of the 
province fhould admit of the regular reftoration of its former civil 
government. Commercial regulations were made for permitting 
to a certain extent the exportation of the produce of the country; 
and great pains were taken to inroll the militia, and prepare for 
affifting in the defence of the province. In moft cafes paroles 
were exchanged for protections, accompanied with a renewal of 
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allegiance ; and for fome weeks an univerfal calm fucceeded the agi~ 
tations with which the province was lately diftracted *. 

But it was not long before the feeds of difcontent appeared, which, 
when fully matured, produced a counter-revolution in the minds 
and inclinations of the people as complete and as univerfal as that 
which fucceeded the fall of Charleftown. Of thofe originally at- 
tached to the American caufe, who, fince the capture of Charlef 
town, had fubmitted to the Britifh government, either by taking 
the oath of allegiance, or obtaining a parole, fome were influenced 
by the ruinous appearance of American affairs, the defpair of ul- 
timate fuccefs, and a with to fave the remains of their property that 
had efcaped the ravages and devaftations of war; others were influ- 
enced by the fear of punifhment, if they perfifted longer in main- 
taining an oppofition apparently fruitlefs; and not a few by the hope 
of being fuffered to live quietly upon their eftates, as prifoners upon 
parole, and enjoying a kind of neutrality during the remainder of 
the war. The determination of congrefs to fend a part of general 
Wathington’s army to the afliftance of their adherents in South Ca- 
rolina, and the vigorous exertions of the colonies of Virginia and 
North Carolina to get a body of men in the field for the fame pur- 
pofe, quickly difpelled the apprehenfions of the two firft of thefe 
claffes, and roufed afrefh their hopes: And the laft of thefe clafles 
of men was very early difgufted by the proclamation of fir Henry 
Clinton, which, without their confent, abrogated the paroles that 


* From the time that the Britifh army entered Camden, until this period, it was wholly 
fupported by fupplies from the neighbouring diftricts. The militia were employed in colle&- 
ing Indian corn to be ground into meal, which, iffued when new, made a good fubftitute for 
wheat. They were alfo employed in colleéting cattle and theep ; they were allowed four fhil- 
lings and eight-pence per head for cattle, and two fhillings and eleven-pence fterling per head 
for theep (for driving only), The owners had either a receipt, or a certificate, given them 
fanlefs avowedly hottile). 
had 
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had been granted, and, in one inftant, converted them either into 
loyal fubjects or rebels. If it was proper policy at firft to hold 
a middle courfe between thefe oppofite extremes, the fame po-= 
licy required that it fhould have been continued fome time longer ; 
and that the condition of the inhabitants fhould have been altered, 
rather at their own application, either individually or colle€tively, 
than by the arbitrary fiat of the commander in chief. In this man- 
ner a proper difcrimination might have been made between the in- 
habitants who were really loyal, and thofe who were nominally fo: 
But, by purfuing the oppofite courfe, they were all blended indif-. 
criminately together. . Even the violent revolutionift, unlefs he 
chofe to leave the country, was obliged to aflume the appearance of 
loyalty: And thus the foundation of mutual jealoufy and diftruft 
was laid amongft the inhabitants themfelves. ‘The revolutionifts. 
complained that their condition was altered without their concur- 
rence; and the loyalifts murmured becaufe notorious rebels, by 
takingi the oath of allegiance, and putting on a fhew of attachment, 
became entitled to the fame privileges with themfelves. 

Whilft thefe difcontents began to prevail, intelligence arrived 
that major-general baron de Kalbe, with a detachment confifting of 
two thoufand men, from Wafhington’s army, had advanced as far 
as Hillfborough, in North Carolina, and was. preparing to move 
forward to Salifbury, where colonel Porterfield, with three hundred 
Virginians, and Rutherford, with fome North Carolina militia, had 
taken poft: That Cafwell, with one thoufand five hundred militia 
of the fame province, had marched from Crofs Creek to Deep River, 
in order to join the baron de Kalbe on the road to Salifbury ; that 
two thouland five hundred Virginia militia were upon their march 
to the fouthward; and that the aflembly of Virginia had voted five 
thoufand men to be immediately draughted from the militia, who: 
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were to ferve as corps of obfervation. This intelligence increafed the 
‘[Lhumour of thofe inhabitants of South Carolina who were difaf- 
feéted to the Britith government, and cherifhed the fpirit of revolt, 
which began to difcover itfelf; when not long afterwards informa 
tion was received that congrefs had determined to make a bold 
effort for the recovery of South Carolina and Georgia, and that 
major-general Gates, whofe fame had been already eftablifhed at 
Saratoga, was appointed to the command of the fouthern army. 
Befides thofe corps of the enemy already mentioned, a colonel 
Sumpter, who had fled out of the province after the conqueft of 
Charleftown, had influence enough to attach to himfelf a number of 
the people in that part of North Carolina where he had taken re~ 
fuge, and with thefe, joined to fome refugees from his own pro- 
vince, forming a kind of flying camp, he had advanced as far as the 
Catawba fettlement. In confequence of fuch threatening move- 
ments on the part of the enemy, lord Rawdon found it neceflary 


to make an alteration in the difpofition of his pofts, with a view of 


making them more compact; and major M‘Arthur, whofe poft at 
Cheraw Hill was moft expofed, received orders to fall back. 

About this time, that {pirit of revolt, which had been hitherto 
reftrained by the diftance of the continental force now advancing 
to the fouthward, burft forth into action: And it made its ap- 
pearance in two different quarters of the province nearly about the 
fame inftant of time. Ever fince the fall of Charleftown the com- 
mand of the militia, in the diftri@ bordering on the rivers Tyger 
and Enoree, had been given to a coléhel Floyd, their former 
commander, colonel Neale, a violent perfecutor of the loyalifts, 
having fled out of the province. One Lifle, who had belonged 


-¢o this corps whilft it was under the command of Neale, and who 


had been banithed to the iflands upon the fea-coaft as a prifoner 
4, ° upon 
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upon parole, availing himfelf of the commander in chief’s procla- °° ye 

mation of the third of June, took the oath of allegiance, and ex- —\~—~ 
° ; 1780 

changed his parole for a certificate-of his being a good pi 


h 


Returning to his former abode, he obtained a command under co- £4 : eofo ae Wia® 
lonel Floyd, and as foon as the battalion of militia was ron Certfec ates TOLLS Aame 
with arms and ammunition, had the traiterous addrefs to carry it off ots fa, excebes pees Bec 
to colonel Neale, his former commander, who had joined Sumpter Acre ae ee 


Sic Petes. a LE 
in the Catawba fettlefient. This in fuace of treachery happened Cw 

— . 
in the north-weft quarter of the province; and nearly about the 3 


fame time a fimilar inftance occurred in the north-eaft part of it. 
When it became neceflary for major M‘Arthur to rétire from 
Cheraw Hilly, he embarked in boats the fick of his detachment 
amounting to near an hundred, aad ordered them to fall down the 
Pedee, to the Britifh poft at Georgetown, under an efcort of 
militia commanded by colonel Mills; but as foon as the boats had 
proceeded fo,far as to be out of the ue of affiftance from majo or 
M‘Arthur, the militia rofe upon their pervmenduig officer, and 
carried the fick into North Carolina as prifoners. Colonel Mills with 
fome difficulty made his efcape. 


Sumpter being’ joined’ by the battalion of militia, under Lifle. His attempt 


iG, 
es ; : < Son th 
completely armed and furnifhed with ammunition, his ative genius otk 


A é Ws ge Mount. - 
Jed him to undertake without dela by 4 fome enterprife againft the Britith “4° 


out-pofts. Towards the end of uly he-marched from the Catawh 


"aa 


fettlement with nine hundred men; and on the thirtieth of iy t 
t 


CiittiCril At 
month made an attack on the Briti(h poft at Rocky Mount, where 
lieutenant-colonel Turnbull commanded, with 


one hundred and ‘ 
fifty of the corps of New York volunteers, and fome militia. 
Rocky Mount was ably defended by Turnbull, with his little gar- 


rifon ; and Sumpter, after being repulfed in three different attacks, 


with a confiderable lofs of men, was obliged to defift. “He re- 
You, II. Dd ‘eated 
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treated again towards the Catawba fettlement, without being difcou- 
raged by the want of fuccefs; and, as foon as he had recruited a 
fafficient number to make up for the lofs of men fuftained at Rocky 
Mount, he returned towards the Britifh cantonments, and made an 
attack upon the poft at Hanging Rock. ‘This poft was occupied by 
the infantry of the legion, part of Brown’s corps of provincials, 
and colonel Bryan’s North Carolina refugees; the whole being under 
the command of major Carden of the prince of Wales’s American 
régiment. Sumpter dire@ed his attack againft that quarter of the 
poft which was occupied by colonel Bryan and his refugees, and 
was fortunate enough to furprife them: This corps was but ill fup- 
plied with ammunition, and had no bayonets. It is difficult even 
for the beft difciplined men to withftand the effects of a furprife ; 
but, for undifciplined men it is impoflible. The refugees fled with 
the utmoft precipitation, and {pread confufion through every quar- 
ter of the poft. Sumpter, profiting by the confufion, advanced 
with rapidity, and for a time feemed to carry every thing before 
him. At length the legion infantry, and the detachment from 
Brown’s corps, by making three defperate charges with the bayonet, 
checked his progrefs. Still, however, he perfevered, and the fate 
of the attack remained doubtful, when the appearance of a rein 
forcement changed entirely the fortune of the day. This rein- 
forcement confifted only of forty mounted infantry of the legion 
who were returning from Rocky Mount: But the captains 
Stewart and Macdonald, who commanded it, by ordering the 
men to extend their files, gave it the appearance of a formi- 
dable detachment. The bugle horns were dire&ted to found a 
charge: And the Americans, already kept at bay, were now fear- 
ful of being overpowered, .and haftily retreated, leaving behind 


them about one hundred of their killed and wounded. 
4 3 The 


AMERICAN. WAR. 


204 


The lofs of the Britifh troops in repelling this attack, does not C H_A P. 
appear to have been exactly afcertained, but it is admitted to have 
been confiderable; and it fell principally upon the legion, and 
the detachment from Brown’s regiment, the refugees having fled 
fo early that few of them were either killed or wounded. Major 
Carden expofed himfelf to cenfure and difgrace, by refigning the 
command to captain Roufslet of the legion in the heat of action. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


is teen the Americans under General Gates, and the Briti/b under 
| | Earl Cornwallis, near Camden—The American Force under Golonel 
i i Sumpter furprifed by Colonel Tarleton—Perfidy of the Americans— 
i ; Reftrained by Examples of Severity—Lord Cornwallis marches. 
} into North Carolina—Defeat and Fall of Major Fergufon. 


of July; and the whole, under his command, advanced by the main 
road towards Camden. In order to ftep their progreis, lord Raw= 
don moved forward, with the force under his command at Camdens 
EB and took a ftrong pofition about fourteen miles in front of it, upon. 

va the weft branch of Lynche’s Creek. General Gates advanced on 


> 
alk Ich ; | 
WG CHA Pp. YN the mean time the different corps of continental troops and 
| ih Renal militia, commanded by the baron de Kalbe, Cafwell, Rutherford, 
ae We ee. and Porterfield, having formed a juntion, entered the province of 
fy ' ih South Carolina. General Gates joined them on the twenty-feventh 


yy 


oppofed to each other, with the creek only intervening between 
their advanced parties. Whilft the oppofite armies lay in this fitua- 
tion, orders were fent to lieutenant-colonel Cruger to forward. 
with all hafte to Camden the four companies of light-infantry fta- 


i r ment made by the Americans towards their right, orders were fent 


to the Britith officer commanding at Rugeley’s Mills, to evacuate: 
| | his. 


Earl Cornwallis fets out from Charleftown to Camden— Action be= . 


the oppofite fide ; and the two armies continued for feveral days. 


i tioned at Ninety-fix; and intelligence being received of a move~. 


ha 
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his poft, which was expofed on a: advanced fituation, 


after army, to retire 


poit 


Camden was left 


and, fending part of his since? t to ‘ii 


with the reft to Camden. By the evacuation of the at Ruge- 


ey ’s Mills the road leading from. Wax ett to un- 


uarded ; 


tempt to pafs him by this road, and get into his rear, found it ne- 


and lord Rawdon, fearing that general Gates might 


ceflary to fall back from Lynche’s Creek, nearer to Camden, and 
took a new pofition at Logtown. By this time almoft all the inha- 
bitants. between Black River 
oined the Americ and, 
to follow the example, whenever it could be done with fecurity. 


and 


in other quarters, they feemed difpofed 


ns 5 
i 
Sumpter, with his ies! increafed by a detachment of continental 
foldiers, ,was fent acrofs the Wateree to favour the revolt of the in- 
habitants on the fouth-weft fide of that river, and to intercept the 
fupplies and reinforcements on the road to Camden; and_ general 
Gates, in order to preferve a communication with Sumpter, moved 
to his right up the north fide of Lynche’s Creek, and took poft at 
Rugeley’s. Mills, intending to advance from thence, by the Waxhaw 
road, to @amden. Information of thefe movements on the part of 
he enemy being regularly tranfmitted by lord Rawdon to Charlef- 
town, earl Cornwallis thought it neceflary to poltpone the comple- 
tion of the civil arrangements in which he had for fome time pat, 
been engaged, and to proceed to Camden, where the threatening 
afpect of affairs required all his immediate attention. He fet out 
from Charleftown in the evening of the tenth, and arrived at Cam- 
of Auguft. 


day he {pent in examining the condition of his own force, and in 


den in the evening of the thirteenth, The following 


obtaining information of that of the enemy: Nearly eight hundred 
Britifh troops were fick at Camden. The number of thofe who 
were really effective, amounted to fomething more than two thou- 
fand, including officers, of whom about fifteen hundred were regu- 


art, 


= 


Pedee had. openly revolted and. 


The earl’ 
€ornwallis 
fets out from 
Charleftown 
to Camden. 
Auguft. 
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CHA P. Jars, or belonged to eftablifhed provincial corps, and the reft, militia 
t{—~—— and refugees from North Carolina. The force under general Gates 


was reprefented to amount to fix thoufand men, exclufive of Sump- 
ter’s corps, which was eftimated at one thoufand: The American 
accounts, fince publithed, fay that general Gates’s army, even includ- 
ing Sumpter’s corps, did not much exceed five thoufand men; but we 


have ground for believing that general Gates’s force was little lefs 


than fix thoufand ftrong. But almoft the whole country feemed 


upon the eve of a revolt*, The communication between Camden 
and Charleftown appeared in danger of being cut off by the enter- 
prifing movements of Sumpter, whofe numbers were daily in- 
creafing by the jun@iion of difaffeCied inhabitants. ‘The fafety of 
the army depended upon preferving a communication with the fea- 
coaft; and fomething was neceflary to be done immediately for ex~ 
tricating it from its perilous fituation. At.this junéture a retreat to 


Charleftown might have been effe@ted without much difficulty; but 


the fick muft have been left behind, the magazines of ftores either 


* The militia of South Carolina were in general faithlefs, and altogether diffatisfied in they 
Britifh fervice. One great caufe of complaint with them was, that their horfes were frequently 
preffed for the cavalry and quarter-mafter-general’s department; and that thofe who could ob- 
tain certificates for them at a fair price, were neverthelefs great lofers by difpofing of thofe 


certificates to men who purchafed them at an enormous difcount, a fpeculation which very 


much injured the public credit inthat colony. It is to be obferved that a diftin¢tion was 
made between a recerPT and a certiFicATs. Where the word Receipt was made ufe of, it 
was intended that the proprietor fhould be paid upon his prefenting the receipt at Charlettown, 
and many of thofe receipts were afterwards a€tually paid by orders on the paymatter-general. 
‘Where the word Certificate was made ufe of, it was intended as an evidence in the hands of 
the holder, of fuch and fuch property being taken, its payment to depend on contingencies. 
This regulation governed the conduét of the commiffary until lord Cornwallis moved from 
Wynnefborough in January 1781; then, when receipts were given, they not only fpecified 
the property, but the value of that property, which gave them a negotiable authority. When 
certificates were given, the property was fpecified, but no value affixed. Its payment, as be- 
fore, was to depend on the merit or @ merit of the party at the end of the war. Receipts were 
frequently refufed ; but certificates never, unlefs the perfon whofe property had been taken 
was known to be a decided enemy, and his charater marked by atts of inhumanity towards 
the loyalifts. 
aban~ 
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abandoned or deftroyed, and the lofs of the whole country would 


have neceflarily followed, except indeed Charleftown, in which there 
was already a fufficient garrifon for its defence. A defeat could not 
be much more injurious in its confequences than fuch a retreat 


And where the motives for action fo {trongly preponderated, there 
was not much room for deliberation in the breaft of an officer of fo 


much enterprife as lord Cornwallis. Confiding in the valour and 
difcipline of his troops, however inferior in number, he refolved to 
move forward and attack the enemy, whofe prefent fituation at 
Rugeley’s Mills inclined him to execute his intention without delay. 
Meaning to attack them early in the morning of the fixteenth of 
Auguft, and to point his attack principally againft the continental 
regiments, whofe pofition, from the information he had received, 
he knew to be a bad one, earl Cornwallis began his march towards 
Rugeley’s Mills, at ten inthe evening of the fifteenth of Augutt, 
committing the defence of Camden to major M‘Arthur, with fome 
provincials, militia, convalefcents of the army, and a detachment of 
the fixty-third regiment, which was expected to arrive during the 
night.. The army marched in the following order: The front 
divifion, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Webfter, confifted 
of four companies of light-infantry, and the twenty-third and 
thirty-third regiments, preceded by twenty cavalry, and as many 
mounted infantry of the legion, as an advanced guard. The centre 
divifion confifted of the volunteers of Ireland, the legion infantry, 
Hamilton’s North Carolina regiment, and colonel Bryan’s refugees, 


Paes 


under the command of lord Rawdon. And the two battalions of 
the feventy-firft regiment followed as a referve; the dragoons of the 
legion forming the rear-guard. It is nota little fingular that the fame 
night, nearly about the fame time, and with a fimilar intention, ge- 
neral Gates fhould have left his encampment at Rugeley’s Mills, and 


moved forward towards Camden, Both armies marching on the 


fame 


tween the 
Americans, 
under general 
Gates, and 
the’ Britith, 
under the 
earl Corn- 
wallis, near 
Camden, 


His VOR Y eOr AT Te 


fame road, in oppofite dire€tions, their advanced guards met and 
fired upon each other about two in the morning. Some prifoners 
were made on both fides; and from thefe the refpective command- 
ers became acquainted with the movements of the other: Both 
armies halted and were formed; and the firing foon afterwards 
ceafed as if by mutual confent. The ground on which the two 
armies had accidentally met was as favourable for lord Cornwallis as 
he could have withed: A fwamp on each fide fecured his flanks, 
and narrowed the ground in front, fo as to render the fuperiority of 
the enemy in numbers of lefs confequence: He therefore waited 
with impatience for the approach of day; and as foon as it appeared 
made his lat difpofition for the attack. ‘The front line was made 
up of the two divifions of the army already, mentioned under lord 
Rawdon and lieutenant-colonel Webfter, Webfter’s divifion being 
to the right, and lord Rawdon’s to the left. Thefe divifions were 
difpofed in fuch a manner, that the thirty-third regiment, on the left 
of Webfter’s, communicating with the volunteers of Ireland, on the 
right of lord Rawdon’s, formed the centre of the line; and to the @ 
front line were attached two fix-pounders, and two three-pounders, 
under the dire€tion of lieutenant Macleod of the royal artillery. 
The feventy-firft regiment, with two fix-pounders, formed a fecond 
line, or referve, one battalion being pofted behind cach wing ; and 
sn the rear of the whole, the cavalry were ready either to charge or 
purfue, as circumftances might require. SSaae 


The American army was alfo formed in two lines, general Gift’s 


brigade of continental troops being on the right, the North Carolina — 
militia in the centre, and the Virginia militia, which had joined the 
army only the day before, with the light-infantry, and Porterfield’s 
corps, being on the left. The firft Maryland brigade formed ‘an foo 
cond line or corps de.referve: And the artillery was divided between ~ 


the two brigades. j ) 
. ) = 
They 
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‘The oppofite armies being thus ranged in order of battle, and CH A P. 
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fome movement being obferved on the left of the provincial line, as U-.— 


if a change of difpofition had been intended, lord Cornwallis deemed 
this the critical moment for beginning the ation, and gave orders 
to lievitenant-colonel Webfter to advance and charge the enemy. 
The order was immediately executed with fuch alacrity, and the 
charge made with fo much promptitude and fuccefs, that the Vir- 
ginia militia, quickly giving way, threw down their arms and fled, 
and were foon afterwards followed by the greateft part of the militia 
of North Carolina. The American referve was now brought into 
action ; and general Gates, in conjunction with general Cafwell, 
retiring with the militia, endeavoured to rally them at different ad- 
vantageous pafles in the rear of the field of a€tion, but in vain: 
They ran at firft like a torrent, and afterwards f{pread through the 
woods in every direCtion. Lord Rawdon began the action on the 
left with no lefs vigour and fpirit than Webfter had done on the 


right; but here, and in the centre, againft part of Webfter’s divi- 


fion, the conteft was more obftinately maintained by the Americans, 
whofe artillery did confiderable execution. Their left flank was, 
however, expofed by the flight of the militia; and the light-infantry 
and twenty-third regiment, who had been oppofed to the fugitives, 
inftead of purfuing them, wheeled to the left and came upon the 
flank of the continentals, who, after a brave refiftance for near three 
quarters of an hour, were thrown into total confufion, and forced 
to give way in all quarters. ‘Their rout was completed by the ca- 
valry, who continued the purfuit to Hanging Rock, twenty-two 
miles from the field of action. Between eight and nine hundred of 
the enemy were killed in the a@tion, and in the purfuit, and about 
one thoufand made prifoners, many of whom were wounded. Of 
this number, were major-general baron de Kalbe, and brigadier- 
general Rutherford, The former of thefe officers, at the head 
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of a continental regiment of infantry, made a vigorous charge of 
the left wing of the Britith army, and when wounded and taker 
prifoner would feareely believe that the provincial army had been 
defeated. He died of his wounds a few days after the a€tion, much 
regretted by the Americans, One hundred and fifty waggons, a 
confiderable quantity of military ftores, and all the baggage and 
camp equipage of the provincial army, a number of colours; 
and feven pieces of cannon, were taken. General Gates, who 
retired with the militia to endeavour to rally them, finding all 
his efforts vain, gave up every thing as loft, and fled firft to Charlotte, 
ninety miles from the place of action; and from thence to Hillfbo- 
rough, in North Carolina, one hundred and eighty miles from Cam- 
den. General Gift alone, of all the American commanders, was 
able to keep together about one hundred men, who flying acro{s a 
{wamp on their right, through which they could not be purfued by 
the Britith dragoons, made good their retreat in a body. The lofs 
of the Britith troops in this battle amounted to three hundred and 
twenty-five, of whom fixty-nine were killed, two hundred and forty- 
five wounded, and eleven mifling. ‘The weight of the aGtion fell 
upon the thirty-third regiment in the left of Webfter’s divifion, and 
the volunteers of Ireland in the right of lord Rawdon’s; and of 
courfe, by them the greateft lofs was fuftained, which amounted to 
two thirds of the whole. 
the wounded and killed, who had been overtaken by the legion in 


The road for fome miles was ftrewed with 
their purfuit. The number of dead horfes, broken waggons, and 
baggage, fcattered on the road, formed a perfect {cene of horror and 
confufion: Arms, knapfacks, and accoutrements found were innume- 
rable ; fuch was the terror and difmay of the Americans. The num- 
ber of killed, wounded, and taken, exceeded the number of Britith 
regular troops in the action by at leaft three hundred. Lord Cornwal- 
lis’s judgment in planning, his promptitude in ¢xecuting, and his forti- 
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tude and coolnefs during: the time of ation, juftly attracted univerfal CHA P. 


applaufe and admiration. The lord Rawdon, who was only twenty- 
five years of age, bore a very confpicuous part in this day’s a@ion. 
Colonel Webfter’s condu& was confiftent with his general character: 
Cool, determined, vigilant, and aGtive in a€tion, he added to a re- 
putation eftablithed by long fervice, the univerfal efteem and refped: 
of the whole army, as an officer of great experience and obfervation 
as well as bravery and rigid difcipline. In a word, every Britith 
othcer and foldier evinced in this day’s a€tion the moft perfe& in- 
trepidity and valour. The American wounded were treated with 
the utmoft humanity. 

General Gates’s condué& has been much cenfured. Weare told ne 
place was appointed for rendezvous in cafe of a defeat: His baggage 
fhould have been much farther in the rear: By delay Gates mutt 
have added to his ftrength every hour, but he was confident of fuccefs. 

General Gates’s army being thus completely ruined and difperfed, 
the only provincial force in South Carolina which remained entire 
was that under Sumpter on the other fide of the Wateree. Had he 
been permitted to retire into North Carolina unmolefted, his force, 
fmall as it was, would have been fufficient to occupy a conve- 
nient ftation for colleGting the fcattered remains of. the Americar 
army : It was therefore of importance to ftrike at his corps, and en- 
deavour to cut it off. An object of fo much confequence did not efcape 
the attention of the commander in chief; and in the evening of the 
day of the engagement orders were fent to lieutenant-colonel Turn- 
bull, who, with the New York volunteers, upon evacuating the 
poft at Rocky Mount, had joined major Fergufon’s corps on Little 
River, to endeavour to intercept Sumpter in his retreat. ‘The light- 
infantry and the legion, who were deftined to proceed on the fame 
fervice, being exhaufted with the fatigues of the day, were fuf- 
fered to repofe themfelves during the night, but received orders to 
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‘| CH A P. be jn readinefs to march early the next morning, under the com- 
—__.__» mand of lieutenant-colonel Tarleton. On the following morning: 


The Amer. this active and enterprifing officer, in purfuance of his orders, fet 
can force un- 
der colonel 
Sumpter fer- gnd receiving intelligence, during his march of the retreat of Sump- 
priled by co- a ie ’ ; 

jonel Taree ter along the weftern banks of the Wateree, purfued fo clofely, 


ton, 5 . 
that, after paffing the river at Rocky Mount Ford, he overtook him 


out with his detachment, amounting to three hundred and fifty men, 


tawba Ford, when he was within a few hours march of reaching a 
b) 


f 
{ friendly fettlement. Sumpter, upon hearing of general Gates’s de- 
| feat at Camden, immediately began his retreat, and moved with fo 
. much difpatch, that, thinking himfelf already out of all danger, he 
had encamped at this early hour to give his men fome repofe during 
the heat of the day. ‘The furprife was fo complete, that the Britifh. 
{oldiers, both cavalry and infantry, entered the American camp, and 
cut off the provincials from their arms and artillery before they had 
time to aflemble. Some oppolition was however made from behind: 


the waggons in front of the militia, but the univerfal confternation 


the provincials were either killed or wounded, and upwards of three: 
hundred made prifoners. Sumptet’s force confiftted of one hundred 
by continental foldiers, feven hundred militia, and two pieces of cannon: 
And he had in his train about two hundred and fifty prifoners, part 


waggons laden with rum and other ftores for the Britith, which he 
the river. The prifoners were all releafed, and the waggons ree 
taken: And the whole of the provincial ftores, ammunition, and. 
bageage, with their artillery, and one thoufand ftand of arms, fell 


into the hands of the conquerors. Sumpter; by riding off without 


the 


at two in the afternoon of the eighteenth of Auguft, near the Ca-. 


which prevailed rendered it ineffectual. One hundred and fifty of 


of them Britith foldiers, and the reft loyal militia, and a number of 


had taken in the neighbourhood of Camden, on the oppofite fide of 


waiting to put on his coat, which he had laid afide on account of 
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the heat of the weather, made his efcape; but the reft of his de- 
tachment were all either killed, taken, or difperfed, The rapidity 
of Tarleton’s march had been fo great, that when he arrived at 
Fifhing Creek, more than one half of his detachment, overpowered 
with fatigue, could proceed no farther. With only one hundred 
dragoons, and fixty of the light-infantry, he continued the purfuit; 
and with this {mall number the vitory was atchieved. The lofs of 
the Britifh detachment was inconfiderable: It amounted to only 
nine killed, and fix wounded; but unfortunately, amongft the for- 
mer, was captain Charles Campbell, who commanded the light- 
infantry, a young officer of the moft promifing abilities, whofe 
death was greatly lamented. 

By the victory gained over general Gates at Camden, and the 
rout and total difperfion of his army, followed fo foon after by the 
defeat and ruin of the corps under Sumpter, the provincial force to 
the fouthward feemed for a time entirely annihilated; and nothing 
prevented ear] Cornwallis from proceeding immediately on his long- 
projected expedition into North Carolina, but the want of fome 
fupplies for the army, which were on their way from Charleftown. 
In the mean time emiffaries were again fent into North Carolina, 
with inftru€tions to the friends of government to take arms, and 
feize the moft violent of their perfecutors, with all the magazines 
and ftores for the ufe of the American government, under an aflur- 
ance that the Britifh army would march without lofs of time to 
their fupport. 

The delay occafioned by waiting for the ftores, gave time to the 
commander in chief again to employ his thoughts upon the internal 
affairs of the province, and to form fome new regulations which 
recent events and circumftances had rendered more immediately ne- 
ecflary. It was now apparent, by the revolts that had taken place 
upon the approach of general Gates, and by the number of 
militia 
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militia who -had joined him after exchanging their paroles for 


protections, and fwearing allegiance to the Britifh government, 
that thofe perfons were not to be depended upon, that the lenity 
which had been fhewn to them had been abufed, and that it was 
become neceflury to reftrain their perfidy by examples of fe- 
verity, and the terrors of punifhment. With this view, the eflates 
of all thofe who had left the province to join the enemies of Great 
Britain, or who were employed in the fervice, or held commiflions 
under the authority of congrefs, and alfo of all thofe who continued 
to oppofe the re-eftablifhment of his majefty’s government within 
the province, were ordered to be fequeftered: A commiflioner was 
appointed to feize upon them; and after a fuficient allowance was 
made for the fupport of the wives and families of fuch delinquents, 


the refidue of the annual produce of their eftates was to be accounted 


for to the paymafter-general of the forces, and to be applied to the 
public fervice. Inftant death was again denounced againft thofe who, 
having taken proteCtions from the Britith government, fhould after- 
wards join the enemy; and, to imprefs them with an idea that this 
punifhment would be hereafter rigoroufly infli€ted, fome few of the 
moft hardened of the militia, who had been taken in general Gates’s 
army with arms in their hands, and protections in their pockets, 
were actually executed. But perfidy, it feems, was not confined te 
the lower ranks of men: By letters found upon fome of the officers 
of general Gates’s army, it was difcovered that even perfons of 
fuperior rank, prifoners upon parole in Charleftown, had held an 
improper correfpondence with their friends in the country. In 
confequence of this difcovery, thofe perfons, and fome others, againft 
whom there were ftrong circumftances of fufpicion, were at firft put 
on board the prifon-fhips, and afterwards fent to St. Auguftine, in 
Fatt Florida, where paroles were again allowed to them, but under 
fach reftritions as their recent conduét rendered neceflary. 
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As foon as the neceflary fupplies arrived, lord Cornwallis on the ee: 


eighth of September began his march from Camden, proceeding acre ana S| 
3 : x 1750-2 " 

through the hoftile fettlement of Waxhaws to Charlotte-town, in Lord Corn- + ay 

‘ : {lis 

the back parts of North Carolina. This march was no doubt pro- *2.5 


marches inte 


jected with a view of bearing down all oppofition: His lord{hip age cae 
was to pafs through the moft hoftile parts of either province with the 

main army, whilft major Fergufon, with his corps of loyal militia, 

was to advance {till nearer to the frontiers; and lieutenant-colonel 

_ Tarleton, with the cavalry, and the light and legion infantry, to 
purfue an intermediate courfe, and move up the weftern banks of 

_ the Wateree. On the right of his lordfhip’s march, but at a confi- 

_ derable diftance, was the friendly fettlement of highlanders, at Crofs 

Creek, and on his left another friendly fettlement in Tryon County. 

If he was able to reduce to obedience the inveterate inhabitants of 

_ the tract of country through which the main army marched, a com- 

| munication might be opened between the friendly fettlements on the 

right and left, a powerful affiftance derived from their co-operation» 

and the fpeedy reduction of the whole province reafonably expected. 

The previous meafures appeared well adapted to the end: And the 

_ teduétion of the province of North Carolina was undoubtedly at 

| ‘this time confidently looked for. But to confound human wiftlom, 

and fet at nought the arrogance and prefumption of man, unex- 


pected incidents daily arife in the affairs of human life, which, con- 
ducted by an invifible hand, derange the beft-concerted fchemes, as 
| _ will be exemplified in the event of the prefent expedition. 

The march of the main army was performed without any mate. 
rial occurrence, except that a number of the convalefcents relapfed 
into their former ftate of illnefs, and were left behind at Blair’s 
_ Mills, under the care of major M‘Arthur, who remained there, with 
the feventy-firft regiment, for their protection, for the fecurity of 
the mills, and for preferving the communication with Camden. 
Tarleton, 
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Tarleton, with the cavalry and light-infantry, received orders to 
pafs the Catawba at Blair's Ford: And Charlotte was taken poflef- 
fion of after a flight refiftance from the militia towards the end of 
September. At this period, major Hanger commanded the legion, 
colonel Tarleton being ill. In the centre of Charlotte, interfeCting 
the two principal ftreets, ftood a large brick building, the upper part 
being the court-houfe, and the under part the market-houfe. Be- 
hind the fhambles a few Americans on horfeback had placed them- 
{elves. The legion was ordered to drive them off; but, upon re- 
ceiving a fire from behind the ftalls, this corps fell back. Lord 
Cornwallis rode up in perfon, and made ufe of thefe words :— 
“ Legion, remember you have every thing to lofe, but nothing to 
“¢ gain;” alluding, as was fuppofed, to the former reputation of 
this corps. Webfter’s brigade moved on and drove the Americans 
from behind the court-houfe; the legion then purfued them; but the 
whole of the Britith army was a€tually kept at bay, for fome mi- 
mutes, by a few mounted Americans, not exceeding twenty in 
number. 

The vicinity of Charlotte abounded with mills*; and the army, 
during its tay, was fufficiently fupplied with provifions, notwith- 
ftanding the hoftile difpofition of the inhabitants. So inveterate 
was their rancour, that the meffengers, with expreffes for the 
commander in chief, were frequently murdered; and the inha- 
bitants, inftead of remaining quietly at home to receive payment, 
for the produce of their plantations, made it a practice to way-lay 
the Britith foraging parties, fire their rifles from concealed places, ~ 
and then fly into the woods 7. Neverthelefs Charlotte, from its 

inter- 


% In colonel Polk’s mill was found twenty-cight thoufand weight of flour, and a quantity 
wf wheat. 

+ There were feveral large, well-cultivated farms in the neighbourhood of Charlotte: 
An abundance of cattle; few fheep; the cattle being moflly milch-cows, or cows 
4 with 
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intermediate pofition between Camden and Salifbury, was a con- cD 


“venient fituation to be occupied whenever the army fhould advance as ea 
: . . : e - 1750. 
farther into North Carolina; and here, accordingly, lord Corn- Defeat and 


-wallis intended to eftablith a poft. But whilft he was taking meafures ae 


for this. purpofe, the unwelcome news arrived of the defeat of 
major Fergufon; the fall of that officer, and the deftrution, capti- 
vity, or difperfion of his whole corps. The total lofs of fo confider~ 


with calf, which at that feafon of the year was the beft beef; for the cattle in North aud 
South Carolina run wild in the woods, and at this feafon are in general very poor, As am 
inftance, when the army was at Charlotte, we killed upon an average 100 head per day. 
The amount of rations iffued, including the army departments, militia, negroes, &c. was 
4400 per day. The leannefs of the cattle will account for the number killed each 
Gay. ‘This was not confined to Charlotte, for they were poor at this feafon throughout the 
Carolinas ; very few of the oxen were fit to kill. In one day no lefs than 37 cows in calf were 
flaughtered: Necefflity only juftified this meafure. At this period the royal army was fup- 
ported by lord Rawdon’s moving with one half of the army one day, and colonel Webfter, 
with the other half, the next day, as a covering party, to proteé&t the foraging parties and 
eattle-drivers. This meafure was rendered neceflary from the hoftile difpofition of the inha- 
bitants. Wheat and rye were collected in the ftraw, Indian corn in the hufk, and brought ix 
waggons to Charlotte, where (in the court-houfe) it was threfhed out by the militia ang 
megroes, and then fent tothe mill. This was attended with much trouble and fatigue to the 
army ; neverthelefs meal was not wanting; cattle there were in abundance. When a cow 
ealves in the Carolinas, the owner marks the calf, and turns it into the woods, where it te- 
mains for three or four, and even feven, years, without ever being brought out. Indi- 
vidual farmers have marked from twelve to fifteen hundred calves in one year, It would 
never an{fwer to fodder fuch a number of cattle. The climate being very much to the 
fouthward, admits of their running in the woods all the winter, where a {pecies of coarfe wild 
grafs grows moft luxuriantly all the year.  Penfylvania and Maryland do not raife black 
cattle fufficient for their own confumption. The drovers from Penfylvania go to the Cara- 
linas, purchafe thefe lean cattle at a very low price, and bring them to Penfylvania, 
where they are fatted in the rich meadows on the banks of the Schuylkill and Delaware 
rivers for market. This will explain, in fome degree, why the Carolinas fuffered fo much 
during the war; for the planters property confifted chiefly in cattle and negroes, there not being 
white inhabitants fufficient to cultivate the land; the planters afferting, that, without negroes, 
indigo and rice could not be cultivated, the whites not being able to bear the heat of the 
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wee able a detachment, from the operations of which fo much was 
. expected, put a ftop, for the prefent, to the farther progrefs of 
2780. 4.6 commander in chief, and obliged him to fall back into South 
Carolina, for the protection of its weftern borders againft the 
sncurfions of a horde of mountaineers, whofe appearance was as 
“uhexpected as their fuccefs was fatal to the profecution of the ime 

‘tended expedition, 
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The Americans under Colonel Clarke make an Attack on Augufta— 
Retreat of Clarke—The Detachment under Major Fergufon attacked 
and overpowered by American Mountaineers—Lord Cornwallis 
falls back to South Carolina—Colonel Tarleton checks the Inroads 
of the American Partizan Marion—Funétion of the Americar 
forces under Sumpter, Clarke, and BrannenmAttion at Black- 
frock’s Fill between Sumpter and Tarleton. 


JN order to trace the caufes of an event fo important in its con- C H A P. 
“~ fequences as the defeat of major Fergufon, it will be neceflary to V2, 
go a little farther back. A colonel Clarke, an inhabitant of Georgia, eee 
who had fled from that province after its reduction by colonel 
Campbell in 1779, having attached to himfelf fome followers on the 
| frontiers of North and South Carolina, made his way through thefe 
provinces, his numbers increafing as he advanced, until he reached 
the province of Georgia, where, during the march of lord Cornwallis 
from Camden to Charlotte, he made an attack upon the Britith pofk 
at Augufta. Here lieutenant-colonel Brown commanded, with a 


~ 


garrifon of one hundred and fifty provincials; and as the town did The Amer 
ee, r cans under 
not afford an eligible pofition for defence, he marched from thence colonel 
Clarke make 


with his garrifon, and fome friendly Indians whom he had called to an attack op 
his afliftance, towards Garden Hill, an eminence on the banks of “°S" 
the Savannah. This hill he found was already occupied by the 

enemy; but, bringing his cannon to bear upon them, and at the 


Ff a2 fame 


HISTORY OF THE 


fame time making a charge with his whole force, the enemy were 
diflcdged, after a defperate confli& of twenty minutes, at the end 
of which, lieutenant-colonel Brown gained pofleffion of the hill, 
although with the lofs of his cannon, the troops which he had under 
him not being fufficient in number to force the one and fecure the 
other. This poft, fo gallantly won, he bravely maintained, under 
many difadvantages, until lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who had intel- 
ligence of, Clarke’s motions, arrived from Ninety-fix, and brought 
a detachment to his affiftance. Clarke, receiving information of 
Cruger’s march, endeavoured by menaces of cruelty to intimidate 
Brown into a furrender of the poft; but finding his menaces inef- 
fectual, he haftily decamped, upon the nearer approach of the rein- 
forcement, and retreated with his followers. Thefe had originally 
amounted to about feven hundred men; but in the different con- 
flidts with the garrifon, and in the blockade of Garden Hill, Clarke 
had loft about one fixth part of his number. On the part of the 
Britith troops, captain Johnfon was killed, and lieutenant-colonel 
Brown wounded: The lofs in other refpects was inconfiderale, and 
fell principally upon the Indians. The retreat of Clarke and 
his followers was fo precipitate, that, although a purfuit was ordered, 
very few prifoners were made, but the Britith cannon were retaken. 
Still, however, it was hoped that Clarke’s retreat might be cut off, 
as major Fergufon, with his corps, traverfed the country between 
bim and North Carolina; and intelligence was accordingly fent to 
that officer, acquainting him with the route which he had taken.. 
Major Fergufon, whofe zeal in the fervice of his king and country 
was equal to his other great qualities as an officer, did not fail to 
take immediate meafures for accomplifhing an objeé fo defirable, 
and advanced nearer to the mountains than the other purpofes of 
his expedition probably required: But, unfortunately for his fuc- 
eefs, another enemy appeared at this junClure, whofe fuperiority in 
numbers. 
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numbers it was hazardous to encounter, and whofe rapidity of move- 
ment rendered a retreat difficult in his prefent advanced fituation. 
This enemy was compofed of men who had affembled from dif- 
ferent views and with different objets, and the union of their 
force againft Fergufon was in a great meafure accidental. The firft 
divifion of thefe men confifted of the wild and fierce inhabitants of 
Kentucky, and other fettlements weftward of the Alleganey Moun- 
tains, who, afflembiing under the colonels Campbell and Boone, 
pafled the mountains, with an intention of {eizing upon a quantity 
of prefents which they underftood were but flightly guarded at Au- 
gufta, and which were about that time to have been diftributed 
amonegft the Creek and Cherokee Indians. After patting the moun- 
tains they heard of Clarke’s repulfe at Augufta, and from his failure 
conceiving their own force to be infufficient for attempting the poft, 
they turned their thoughts towards Fergufon, whofe movements on 
the frontiers, indicating an approach to their country, gave them 
confiderable alarm. In this new defign they were joined by a colo- 
nel Williams, an American partizan of the diftrit of Ninety-fix, 
with a confiderable number of followers. The other divifion of 
thefe men, confifting of the inhabitants about Holfton River, Powel’s 
Valley, Berkeley, Botetourt,'and Fincaftle, on the frontiers of Vir- 
ginia, had affembled under the colonels Cleveland, Shelby, Sevier, 
Brandon, and Lacy, with a view of oppofing the advance of the 
Britith army towards their fettlements: But after they had proceeded 
fome diftance on their march, thinking themfelves unable to attempt 
any direé&t oppofition to the army under lord Cornwallis, they too 
bent their force againft the devoted Fergufon, who they under- 
ftood had taken poft with his corps at Gilbert-town, in the. vi- 
cinity of the mountains : Thither, therefore, they directed their 
march. Thefe men were all well mounted on horfeback and 
armed with rifles; Each carried his own provifions in a wallet, fo 
that 
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that no incumbrance of waggons, nor delays of public departments, 
impeded their movements. Fergufon’s vigilance neverthelefs pre-. 
vented a furprife: Whilft they were yet at {ome diftance he received 
intelligence of their approach, by means of his emiflaries, and im- 
mediately began a retreat towards the Britith army, fending forward 
meflengers to acquaint lord Cornwallis with his danger; but thefe 
unfortunately were intercepted. When the different divifions of 
mountaineers reached Gilbert-town, which was nearly about the 
fame time, they amounted to upwards of three thoufand men. 
From thefe, fifteen hundred of the beft were felected, who, mounted 
on fleet horfes, were fent in purfuit of Fergufon, and overtook him 
at King’s Mountain on the ninth of Ogtober. At this place he had 
halted, upon the near approach of the enemy, and, after occupying 
the beft pofition he could find, determined to wait the attack. King’s 
Mountain, from its height, was undoubtedly an eligible fituation for 
receiving an attack; but in another refpe€t it was advantageous to 
the affailants: Being covered with wood, it afforded them an oppor- 
tunity of fighting in their own way, by placing themfelves behind 
trees. When they approached the mountain they- divided into dif- 
ferent bodies, and under their refpedtive leaders made the attack 
from different quarters. Colonel Cleveland’s detachment firft en- 
gaged, but was quickly obliged to retire from the approaching bay- 
onet. Scarcely had this detachment given way, when another under 
colonel Shelby,from an unexpected quarter, poured in a well-directed 
fire; the bayonet, however, was again fuccefsful, and obliged this 
detachment alfo to fall back. By this time the party under co- 
lone] Campbell had afcended the mountain, and renewed the attack 
from a different quarter, Major Fergufon, whofe conduct was equal 
to his courage, quickly prefented a new front, and was again fuc- 
cefsful. But as often as one of the American parties was driven 


back, another returned to its former ftation, and, fheltered behind 
the 
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the trees, poured in an irregular but deftrudtive fire. Inthisman- © HA? 


ner the engagement was maintained for near an hour, the moun- 
taineers flying whenever they were in danger of being charged with 
the bayonet, and returning as foon as the Britifh detachment had 
faced about to repel another of their parties. Already an hundred 
and fifty of major Fergufon’s corps were flain, and a greater num~ 
ber wounded: Still, however, the unconquerable fpirit of that gal- 
lant officer refufed to furrender: He perfevered, and repulfed a fuc- 
cefflion of attacks from every quarter, until he received a mortal 
wound, By the fall of major Fergtfon his men were undoubtedly 
difheartened: Animated by his brave example, they had hitherto 
perfevered under all their difadvantages: In the refources of his 
fruitful genius they defervedly placed the utmoft confidence; and 
with him perithed all their hopes of fuccefs. Under fuch circum- 
ftances, the fecond in command, judeing all farther refiftance to be 
vain, offered to furrender, and fued for quarter. The prifoners, 
including the wounded, amounted to eight hundred and ten: Of 
thefe, about one hundred only were Britith regulars. The lofs of 
the Americans, in the number of killed, was trifling, but they had 
a confiderable number wounded: And brilliant as their fuccefs was, 
they thamefully ftained the laurels they had won by cruelties ex- 
ercifed upon the prifoners, ten of whom were hanged immediately 
after the action. 

Much had been expected from. the exertions of major Fergufon 
in colle@ting a force upon the frontiers: And by his unfortunate 
fall, and the flaughter, captivity, or difperfion of his whole corps, 
the plan of the expedition into North Carolina was entirely de- 
ranged, At Polk’s Mill, near Charlotte, a fmall detachment of the 
twenty-third regiment was pofted, commanded by lieutenant Guyon, 
avery young man. The Americans made an attack upon the mill, 
with a very fuperior force, but were repulfed. Lieutenant Guyon’s 
4. conduct 
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- conduc was highly applauded. The weftern frontiers of South Ca- 


rolina were now expofed to the incurfions of the mountaineers; 
and it became neceflary for lord Cornwallis to fall back for their pro- 
tection, and to wait for a reinforcement before he could proceed 
farther upon his expedition. Fortunately the friends of govern- 
ment in North Carolina, rendered cautious by their misfortunes in 
former infurreétions, had not been fo ready to take arms as was ex- 
pected: No general rifing had taken place; fo that the retreat of 
the Britifh army did not much increafe, although it prolonged their 
fufferings. 

On the fourteenth of O&ober, which was as foon after lord Corn= 
wallis received certain intelligence of the lofs of Fergufon’s detach- 


ment as the army could be put in motion, he began his march back to. 


South Carolina. Nearly about this time lord Cornwallis fell fick, 
and continued ill for fome time; the command devolved on lord 
Rawdon. In this retreat the king’s troops fuffered much, encoun- 
tering the greateft difficulties; the foldiers had no tents; it rained for 


{everal days without intermiflion ; the roads were over their fhoes in 


water and mud. At night, when the army took up its ground, it 
encamped in the woods, in a moft unhealthy climate; for many 
days without rum. Sometimes the army had beef, and no bread; 


-at other times bread and no beef. For five days. it was fupported 


upon Indian corn, which was collected as it ftood in the field, five 
ears of which were the allowance for two foldiers for twenty-four 
hours. They were to cook it as they could, which was generally 
done by parching it before the fire. In riding through the encamp- 
ment of the militia, the Author difcovered them grating their corn, 
which was done by two men of a mefs breaking up their tin 
canteens, and with a bayonet punching holes through the tin; this 
made a kind of rafp, on which they grated their corn: The idea 
was communicated to the adjutant-general, and it was afterwards 
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adopted throughout the army. ‘The water that the army k was 
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frequently as thick as puddle. Few armies ever encountered greater 
difficulties and hardthips ; the foldicrs bore them with ereat patience, 


and without a murmur: Their attachment to their commander 


A 


rds 


that 
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fupported them in the day of advertity ; knowing, as they aid, 
their officers’, and even lords Cornwallis and Rawdon’s fare was not 
better than their own. Yet, with all their refolution and patience, 
they could not have proceeded but for the perfonal exertions of ¢1 
militia, who, with a zeal that did them infinite honour, rendered the 
moft important fervices. The continual rains had fwelled the rive 

and creeks prodigioufly, and rendered the roads almoft j imp Mable 
The wageon and artillery horfes were quite exhaufted with fatigue 
by the time the army had reached Sugar Creek. This creek was 
very rapid, it banks nearly perpendicular, and the foil, being clay, 
as flippery as ice. The horfes were taken out of fome of the wag- 

pos 


gons, and the militia, harnefled in their ftead, drew the wageons 
through the creek. We are forry to fay, that, in return for thefe 


ie 


exertions, the militia were maltreated. bv 


sulive laneuage, and 
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even beaten by fome officers in the quarter-mafter-ocneral’ depa 
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ment: In confequence of this ill ufage, feveral of them left ti! 


army next morning, for ever, chufing to run the rifque of meetine 


dil 


the refentment of their enemies rather than fubmit to the derifio; n 


Ler 


and abufe of thofe to whom they looked up as friends *, 


At 

* The militia, moft of them being mounted on horfeback, were not in fo weak a ftate as 
the regulars; but they were not without their fhare of toil and trouble, added to their exer- 
For as foon as the army had taken up its ground for the ni ight, to 
endeavour to procure a limited and fcanty reft, the duty of the militia began. They were aflem- 
bled-by the author, who always attended them in; perion, and went in quet of provifions, which 
were collected daily from the country through which the army marched: 
culties on this fervice trifling ; they were obliged to ride throug! 
{wamps, to hunt out the cattle. This fervice was their conftant and daily duty ; they were 
frequently oppofed; fometimes worlted, and with no inconfiderable lofs. In fhort, fo effen- 
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At length the army reached the Catawba, which was forded by 
the troops. This river is fix hundred yards wide, and three 
and a half feet deep. ‘Two hundred rifle-men placed on the oppo- 
Cre bank mutt have deftroyed many of our men before we could 
rave gained the fhore. On the twenty-ninth of Otober the army 
arrived at Wynnefborough, an ‘ntermediate flation between Cam- 
den and Ninety-fix: The army, thus encamped, was at hand either 
to fuccour Camden or Ninety-fix; and covered from the enemy's 
‘ncurfions all the country behind to the fea-coaft. Lord Cornwallis, 
however, did not expect to remain long without fuch a reinforcement 
as would enable him to profecute his further defigns; as he had 
under his orders a detachment commanded by general Leflie, which 
had been fent to Virginia by fir Henry Clinton, as foon as he re- 
ceived information of the defeat of Gates at Camden. This detach- 
ment was fent to Virginia with a view of co-operatiug with lord 
Cornwallis, upon a fuppofition that he would proceed upon his ex- 
pedition into North Carolina immediately after the battle of Cam- 
den; and the detachment was of courfe put under his lordfhip’s 
orders. But as that expedition was neceflarily poftponed, earl 
Cornwallis fent orders to general Leflie to bring his detachment by 
water round to Charleftown, and join him at Wynnefborough. 

In the mean time the mountaineers, contented with their fuccels 
againft Fergufon, had gone home and difperfed: But the north-eaft 
parts of the province were infefted by the depredations of an enter- 
prifing partizan of the name of Marion. ‘This man, previous to 
the defeat of general Gates, had been aGive in ftirring up the in- 
habitants upon Black River to revolt; but after that event had 


tially neceflary was this unfortunate deferrption of people, that it was impoflible to have fup- 
ported his majefly’s army in the field without them. Cattle-driving was of itfelf a perfect bu- 
finefs ; it required great art and expericnee to get the cattle out of the woods. The commif- 
fary was under the greateft obligations to thofe people, without whofe afliftance he could not 
poflibly have found provifions for the army- 
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thought it prudent for fome time to, retire out of the province. He 
had now again returned, and, traverling the country between the 
rivers Pedee and Santee, without oppofition, was fo fuccefsful in 
ftirring up rebellion, that the whole of that diftrid& was upon the 
éve Of a revolt.. ‘The number of his followers too had fo increafed 
that he was enabled to fend parties acrofs the Santee, and threatened 
to interrupt the communication between Camden and Charleftown. 
To reprefs his incutfions, lieutenant-colonel Tarleton was {ent 
againit him with the light-infantry and legion. ‘That officer, after 
obtaining information arion’s ftrength, which he found to be 
bt @ inf tion of Marion eth, 
not fo great as it had been reprefented, endeavoured, by concealing 
his own, to invite an attack, and had nearly fucceeded. Marion ad- 
vanced within two miles of the Britifh encampment; but being 
then informed of his danger, immediately retreated amongft the 
{fwamps and marfhes, through which it was impoflible to follow 
him. This expedition was however ferviceable in another refped, 
by convincing the inhabitants, that if they fwerved from their alle- 


giance, there was ftill a power in the province capable of punifhing ' 


them. 

Nearly about the fame time, and whilft the light-infantry and 
cavalry were abfent upon this expedition, Sumpter again made 
his appearance in the north-weft part of the province. After his 
defeat on the eighteenth of Auguft he had retired into a remote 
part of the province called the New Acquifition, the inhabitants of 
which had not yet fubmitted to the Britifh arms. Here he was in« 
defatigable in ftirring them up to take arms; and the reputation he 
had already acquired, with his peculiar talent for enterprife, in a 
fhort time procured him a number of followers. With thefe he 
now advanced towards the Britifh quarters, intending to form a 
yanGion with colonels Clarke and Brannen, and with their united 
force to attack the Britifh poft at Ninety-fix. Earl Cornwallis re- 
Oe ae ceiving 


CHAP. 
KKXV. 
\ieesean petra) 


1780. 


Colonei 
Tarleton 
checks thein- 
roads of the 
American 
partizan Ma» 


YiOlie 


Alovrembher. 
INOVemper. 


228 


CA aes 
XXXV. 
Se aan aiid 


1700. 


Junction of 
the American 
forces under 
Sumpter, 
Clarke, and 


Brannen. 


HIST ORS 2O RYT HE 


ceiving intelligence of his approach, laid a plan for furprifing him 
in his camp at Fifh Dam, upon Broad River, the execution of which 
was committed to major Wemy{s, of the fixty-third regiment. 
That officer accordingly marched’ from Wynnefborough in the even- 
ing, with the fixty-third regiment mounted, and about forty of the 
legion cavalry that had been left behind when Tarleton marched 
into the eaftern parts of the province, intending to make his attack 
at day-break in the morning ; but reaching the place of his deftina- 
tion fooner than he expeéted, and fearful left the enemy fhould dif- 
cover him before it was light, and have time to efcape, he ventured ~ 
to make his attack in the night. At the head of his detachment he 
charged the enemy’s piquet; but, unfortunately, from five fhot 
only, that were fired before the piquet retired, he received two dan- 
gerous wounds; and to this accident Sumpter probably owed his 
fafety. ‘The command now devolved upon a young lieutenant, un- 
acquainted with the plan, the ground, or the ftrength of the 
enemy, and all was confufion. Sumpter had time to draw out his 
troops; and the Britifh detachment was repulfed, and obliged to re= 
tire, leaving behind their commander, and about twenty of their 
number killed or wounded. Sumpter now crofled the Broad River, 
and formed the intended junétion with Clarke and Brannen; and 
lord Cornwallis, alarmed for the fafety of Ninety-fix, fent an ex- 
prefs to recall Tarleton with the light troops from the eaftern parts . 
of the province. He had orders to proceed by the neareft route 
againft Sumpter: The fixty-third regiment was fent forward to 
join him upon his march; and the feventy-firft advanced to take 
poft at Brierley’s Ferry for fupporting him. Sumpter moved for- 
ward with great confidence, becaufe he knew of the abfence of the 
Britith light troops in the eaftern parts of the province; and Tarle- 
ton, after receiving lord Cornwallis’s exprefs, came back with fo 
much expedition, that he had nearly got behind Sumpter’s corps — 

: before 
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before the latter was aware of his return. In the niol 


the day on which Tarleton expected to effedt his purpoli 


ing up the banks of the Enoree, Sumpter was apprifed 

ger by a deferter from the fixty-third regiment, and immediat: 
began his retreat. Tarleton, while on his march 

received information that Sumpter was retreating, and 

purfuit with his ufual celerity. At a ford upon the Enores 
came up with, and cut to pieces part of the rear-guard 

detachment, which was waiting for the return of a 

main body having paffed the river fome hours before. The rapid 
river Tyger onted the line of march which Sumpter was purfuing 
at fome diftance in his front, and if he was-fuffered to pafs it un- 
molefted, it was feared that all farther purfuit would be fruitlefs. 
Tarleton, impreffed with this idea, moved on with as much expedi- 
tion as he could, confiftently with another objet, which a know- 
ledge of Sumpter’s force rendered it neceflary for him to have 
fteadily in view. ‘This was to keep his detachment compact, that 
the infantry and cavalry might be at hand to fupport each other. 
But, at the hour of four in the afternoon of the twentieth of No- 
vember, finding that, unlefs he altered his difpofition, Sumpter 
would have time to pafs the Tyger before he could come up with 
him, he took the refolution of preffing forward with the caval ry, 
and eighty mounted men of the fix <ty-third regiment, making in the 
whole, two hundred and fifty men, and left the infantry, who were 
much fatigued with their previous exertions, to come on at their 
own pace. After an hour’s march, he overtook Sum ipter, advan- 
tageoufly pofted en an eminence called Blackftock’s Fill, near the 1! 
4 Hill ee een 
banks of the Tyger, and without waiting to be j joined by the light- Sumpter and 
infantry, made a precipitate attack with the force which he had Hen 

with him, Sumpter’s numbers, which were more than double the 


Britith 
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CH A P. Britith force at this moment oppofed to him, perhaps would. not 
have availed on equal ground; but the advantages of a ftrong fitu- 
ation gave him a moft decided fuperiority, efpecially over cavalry. 
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That part of the hill to which the attack was direQed was 


nearly perpendicular, with a {mall rivulet, brufhwood, and a railed . 


fence in front. The rear of the Americans, and part of their 
right flank, were fecured by the river Tyger, and their left was 


covered by a largé log barn, into which a confiderable divifion of 


their force had been thrown, and from which, as the apertures 
between the logs ferved them for loop-holes, they fired with fe- 
curity. Britifh valour was confpicuous in this action; but no 
valour could furmount the obftacles and difadvantages that here 
ftood in its way. The fixty-third regiment was roughly handled: 
The commanding officer F, two others {, with oné third of their 
privates, fell. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, obferving their fitua- 
tion, charged with his cavalry ; but unable to diflodge the enemy, 
either from the log barn on his right, or the height on his left, 
he was obliged to fall back. Lieutenant Skinner, attached to the 
cavalry, with a prefence of mind ever ufeful in fuch emergencies, 
covered the retreat of the fixty-third; and in this manner did the 
whole party continue to retire, till they formed a jundtion with 
their infantry, who were advancing to fupport them, leaving 
Sumpter in quiet pofleflion of the field. ‘This officer occupied the 
hill for feveral hours, but having received a bad wound, and 
knowing that the Britifh would be reinforced before next morn- 
ing, he thought it hazardous to wait. He accordingly retired, 
and taking his wounded men with him, crofled the rapid river 
Tyger. The wounded of the Britith detachment were left to the 
mercy of the enemy; and it is but doing bare juftice to ge- 


+ Major Money. $ Lieutenants Gibfon and Cope. 
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* neral Sumpter to declare that the ftri€teft humanity took place © HA P- 
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* upon the prefent occafion; they were fupplied with every comfort ———— 


“ in his power *.” 
Although Tarleton was repulfed at Blackftock’s Hill, the immedi- 
ate effects of the ation were nearly the fame as thofe of a victory. 


Sumpter being difabled by his wound from keeping the field, his 
followers difperfed, after conveying him to a place of fafety. 


* The whole of this account of the a€tion at Blackftock’s is taken from Mackenzie’s Stric- 
tures on Tarleton’s Campaigns. The account is there faid to have been compiled from the 
concurrent teftimony of feveral officers prefent in the action ; and it has been preferred to 
Tarleton’s own account, becaufe his claim of vitory is evidently inconfiftent with fome other 
circumftances which he admits, particularly this, that he did not gain poffeffion of the field 
ef action until the next morning, after it had been quitted by the Americans in the night. 
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Effects of the Defeat and Fall of Major Fergufon—General Gates 
refigns the Command of the Southern American Army to General 
Green—Danger arifing-to the Brittfb Garrifon in New York from 
the extreme Rigour of the Winter—Meafures taken for the Defence 
of New York—Unfuccefs{ul Attempt to cfablifh the royal Standard 


in che ferfeys. 


Ue poftponing the expedition into North Carolina was not the 

only injurious confequence that followed from the defeat and 
fall of major Fergufon. By that unfortunate event the loyal inha- 
bitants in both the Carolinas were difcouraged from joining the 
king’s ftandard; and the expiring embers of the war were lighted 
up afrefh. The difafter which had befallen that brave officer was 
quickly circulated from one end of the continent to the other; and 
the friends of independence, cheered by the intelligence, recovered 
from that ftate of defpondence which followed the fucceflive defeats 
of Gates at Camben, and Sumpter near the ford of Catawba. The 
governments of Virginia and North Carolina continued to raife 
men and make draughts from their militia: And the officers 
who efcaped from Camden were indefatigably aQive in collecting 
the difperfed remains of their broken army. By thofe means fome- 
thing like a force was after a time aflembled at Hillfborough, where 
general Gates eftablifhed his head-quarters. As this force increafed, 
head-quarters were advanced, frit to Salifbury, and afterwards 
to 
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to Charlotte ; and ftill more to encourage the reviving fpirits of the 
fouthern troops, general Green, who was fuppofed to enjoy the 
efteem and confidence of Wafhington more than any other officer of 
the army, was fent to command them. He arrived at Charlotte on 
the fecond of December, and on the following day general Gates 
refigned the command of the army. With thefe tranfactions clofed 
the campaign of the year 1780 in the fouthern colonies, the events 
of which, for the fake of perfpicuity, have been given in a connected 
feries. 

We muft now take a review of the military operations between 
the two grand armies in the vicinity of New York, and of the other 
principal events that occurred upon the continent of America from 
the beginning of the prefent year, and from thence pafs to thofe 
that occurred in other quarters of the world, to which the war in its 
progrefs extended itfelf. | 

The winter that preceded this campaign was the fevereft ever re- 
membered in North America. The rivers from Virginia northwards 
were frozen up for the greateft part of three months: And even the 
arms of the fea were in many parts paflable upon the ice. When 
fir Henry Clinton departed upon his expedition again{t Charleftown, 
he left a garrifon fully adequate to the fecurity of New York in 
ordinary feafons: But by the unexpected rigour of the winter it 
was deprived of thofe defenfive advantages which its infular fitua- 
tion at other times afforded, and became expofed to an attack from 
general Wafhington. -By the middle of January the North River, 
which conftituted its greateft natural defence, was fo completely 
covered with thick ice, that the largeft army, with the heavieft ar- 
tillery and baggage, might have paffed it on the ice with eafe. In 
other quarters, towards the country, New York was not lefs accef- 
fible ; whilft its communication with the fea was entirely cut off, the 
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{hips of war that remained for its defence, and all the other veflels 
in the harbour, being frozen up in the ice. 

In this perilous fituation, the veteran lieutenant-general Knyphau- 
fen, who commanded, took fuch precautionary meafures as prudence 
diG@ated. The feamen were landed from the fhips and tran{ports, and 
formed intocompanies: The inhabitants were embodied and officered, 
and took their routine of duty with the regular garrifon. In the mean 
time the danger to be apprehended from an attack was not the only 
evil to which the garrifon, and inhabitants were fubjeted: They 
were deprived of thofe fupplies which a communication by water 
would have afforded, and in particular fuffered feverely for want of 


fuel: Such was their diftrefs for want of this article, that it became: 


neceflary to break up {ome old tranfports, and to pull down fome 
untnhabited wooden houfes, to fupply their moft prefling neceflities.. 
But the fame zeal animated them, and the fame ardour ran through 
the whole fervice, as when, in a former year, the count @Eftaing 
anchored off Sandy Hook, and threatened to enter the harbour. 


zarded an attack, it is difficult to fay what might ultimately have: 


hake Fe ‘ Had general Wathington been in fufficient force to have ha» 
Vlas he 


tal fe 


been the confequence: It was however fufficiently apparent, that: 
He would have met with the moft determined refiftance. But ge- 
neral Wafhington was in no condition to make the attempt: His’ 
army had'been weakened’ by the large detachments drawn from it: 
for the relicf‘of Charleftown; and amongft the troops that re- 
majned with him a mutinous {pirit began to appear, in confequence: 
of their fufferings from the {carcity of provilions and the want of 
all other neceflaries. The: deftru€tion of the continental magazines’ 
by the defultory expeditions of the preceding year, againft dif- 
ferent parts of the fea-coaft, probably laid the foundation of this- 
fcarcity: And the evil was increafed: by the rapid depreciation of 


3 ° the. 


‘party. The colonel, though highly gratified by this command, 
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the paper money ilued by congrefs, which rendered it difficult for Fgh 
their contractors to procure fupplies. ‘Thus, in confequence of the W—~—J 
reciprocal weaknefs of the two armies, the winter pafied without ae 

any thing material happening between them, except an ineffectual 

attempt made by the American general lord Stirling, about the mid- 

dle of January, to take Staten Ifland. He marched over the ice 

from the Jerfey fhore in the night, furprifed a {mall poft, and made 

a few prifoners; but was foon obliged to retreat, and in his retreat 

loft fome of his own men, who ferved to exchange for the prifoners 

that he had taken. : 

The enemy having eftablifhed a poft at Young’s Houfe, in the Whiathe ovr 
neighbourhood of the White Plains, which greatly annoyed the t Lacepal 
provincial loyalifts, as well asthe Britifh army, by the interception o 7s 
cattle and provifions intended to be brought to New York, it became 
an objet of importance with the governor and commander of his 
majefty’s troops, if poflible, to diflodge that party, confifting of 
about three hundred men. Much as it had been the with of both 
to drive the enemy from this poft, no means had been ufed for that 
end, on account of their diftance, twenty miles from the out-pofts 
of our army, till the month of February 1780, when, after a great 
fall of fnow, it was fuggefted that a detachment of foldiers might 
be conveyed in fleighs in one night, and furprife the enemy by break " 
of day. Major-general Mathew, who commanded at King’s Bridge, 
onthe fecond of February communicated to lieutenant-colonel Nor- 
ton of the guards the intention of general Tryon and lieutenant- 
general Knyphaufen, to fend a detachment of troops to Young’s 
Houfe in fleighs, which would be ready at King’s Bridge in the 


g, and that lieutenant-colone! Norton was to command the 


evenin 

and unwilling to fay any thing that might feem to retard the fer- 

vice, or throw difficulties in the way of the intended expedition, 
. & . 
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yet thought it his duty to point out the improbability of the fleighs 


——-—— anfwering the purpofe: And fo convinced was general Mathew, 


1780. 


from the reafons which lieutenant-colonel Norton adduced, of the 
very little chance of fucceeding by means of the fleighs; that ge~ 
nerat Mathew, in the handfomeft manner, in the event of the 
fleighs upon trial not being found to an{wer, left lieuténant-colonel 
Norton at liberty to a@t with the detachment as he pleafed; either 
to convert it to a foraging party, to proceed, or to return, as he 
fhould think moft advifable. Under thefe circumftances, lieutenant- 
colonel Norton, on the evening of the fecond of February 1780, fet 
out with the four flank companies of the guards, two companies of 
Heffians, and a party of yagers, in the fleighs; two three-pounders, 
a detachment of yager cavalry, and the mounted Weft Chefter re- 
fugees. The fleighs, being {oon found, inftead of accelerating, to 
retard the progrefs of the troops, were ordered back, and the de- 
tachment moved on. Not long after the men had quitted the fleighs, 
and were marching forward, word was brought to lieutenant-colonel 
Norton, that the horfes were not able to draw the guns through the 
fnow ; he was therefore obliged to leave the guns, and with them a 
euard fufficient to enfure their return. The detachment continued 
its march through bye-ways, and acrofs the country, in order ta 
avoid falling in with the enemy’s patroles, ftill in hopes, by perfe- 
verance and exertion, to reach Young’s Houfe by break of day. 
At fun-rife, they learned from the guides that they were yet feven 
miles fhort of the enemy’s poft: A long way for men wearied 
with marching all night in bad roads, and with the fnow in many 
places above two feet deep. Their fituation was, now, not a little 
embarraffing. As the guns, intended to open the doors. of the ftone i 
houfe, were left behind, to furprife the enemy was impoffible. To 
proceed, and not to carry the point, would be to expofe the detach 
ment, in their return, already fatigued with a long and toilfome 
2 march, 
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fnarch,. té be haraffed for the fpace of twenty miles, by an enemy 


in force, frefh, and with a perfe&t knowledge of the country. In 


thefe circumftances, the colonel, unwilling to return without ac- 


complifhing fomeé object that might anfwer the expeétation of thofe 
who had placed their confidence in him, determined, at all events, to 
march to the enemy’s poft, and then act according to circumftances; 
availing himfelf of fome axes he had found by the way, and an iron 
crow, the better to enable the grenadiers to force the doors and 
windows of the houfe. When the detachment arrived within two 
miles of the enemy, the cavalry were ordered to advance, and in- 
veft the houfe in fuch a manner as to prevent either a retreat or 
reinforcement. This order, from the depth of the fnow, could not 
be carried into execution, and the cavalry drew up on an eminence 
at fome little diftance from the houfe. As the flank companies of 


"the firft battalion of guards approached, parties of the enemy were 


obferved marching very deliberately to reinforce lieutenant-colonel 
Thomfon, in Young’s Houfe. The difpofition for attack was then 
foon made, by defiring lieutenant-colonel Hall, with his company 
of light-infantry of the guards, to afcend the hill on his right, be- 
low which ftood the houfe, whilft the firft company of grenadiers in- 
clined a little to the left, to cut off the retreat of a pir:y that had 
advanced from Hammond’s, a houfe at a {mall diftance from Young’s, 
Very fhortly after the feparation of the two leading companies, the fire- 
ing began between the party in the houfe and lieutenant-colonel Hall’s 
men: Nor was it long before the grenadiers came up with the party 
of the enemy juft mentioned, who were in readinefs waiting for them 
in the orchard adjoining to Hammond’s houfe, and received them 
with a degree of coolnefs and courage that did the Americans honour. 
To fuperior force they were obliged to give way ; and by the timely 
arrival of lieutenant-colonel Pennington, with a part of the fecond 
company of grenadier guards, who had advanced in a ftraight lines 
the 
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the houfe was carried, and the enemy defeated. So tharp was the 
confia, and fo fpeedily terminated, that the whole of lieutenant- 


colonel Pennington’s company had not time to come up, which 


made it impoflible for, the fecond company of light-infantry, 


commanded by lieutenant-colonel Guydickens, or the other 


: privates of the detachment under his comman 


troops, which were in the rear of the line of march, to fhare in the 
action *. 

The prifoners, being put under a proper efcort, and the troops 
formed again in line of march, the detachment took the direct 
road to King’s Bridge, which they reached by nine on the fame 


evening J. 
For 


Tled of the enemy, but from the numbers that 


lay dead around the houfe, there was reafon to believe not lefs than forty. Ninety were made 


he Heutenant-colonel commandant of the diftri, 1 captain, I 


* No accurate account was taken of the k 


prifoners, among which were t 
captain-lieutenant, 2 ieutenants, and 2 enfigns. 
erely wounded, that they were obliged to be left at dif- 


duéted to New York. 
n:—Yagers, 3 men wounded. 


+ Twelve of the prifoners were fo fev 
ferent houfes on the road. » Eighty-feven were con 
The lofs fultained by the detachment under colonel Norto 
Refugees, I captain wounded. Firft light-infantry company of the guards, 1 rank and file 
wounded. Firft grenadier company ditto, 2 rank and file killed. Wounded, 1 lieutenant, 4 


ferjeant, 12 rank and file. Second grenadier 


file wounded. Total; killed, 2, wounded, 23. 
Lieutenant-colonel Norton made his report on the 4th of February to major-general Ma- 


thew of the killed and wounded of the detachment, together with the number of prifoners 


taken, In the afternoon of the 4th, the major of the brigade, in a polite letter to lieutenant- 


colonel Norton, inclofed him a copy of the after-o 
Public Orders, King’s Bridge, 4th of February 1780. 


to lieutenant-colonel Norton, and the officers and 


d, for their conduc and fpirited behaviour on 


rders of the 4th inftant, viz. 


« Major-general Mathew returns his thanks 
the morning of the 3d inftant, and for their intrepidity and perfeverance in that duty: The 
faccefg of which claims the general's higheft approbation.” 


On the 5th of February 1780, the following Order was given out from Head Quarters 


at New York. 
<¢ His excellency lieutenant-general Knyphaufen defires his thanks may be given in public 


%rders to lieutenant-colonel Norton of the guards, fer his good conduct and gallant behaviour 
in 


company of the guards, 1 ferjeant, 3 rank and_ 
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For fome days in the winter, general Wafhington’s army was 
entirely without bread. Occafional fupplies. were afterwards re- 
ceived, 


in attacking and forcing a confiderable body of the rebels, advantageoufly pofted at 
Young’s Houfe, in the neighbourhood of White Plains, on the morning of the 3d inftant. His 
excellency returns his thanks to the officers and private foldiers of the different detachments 
employed. on this fervice; and the general is particularly obliged to the officers and men of 
the Weft Chefter refugees for their very determined behaviour upon this as well as former 
occafions.’” 

Subfequent to the order of thanks, highly flattering to colonel Norton:and: the party, the 
generals having learnt more particularly the difficulties the detachment had encountered, and 
thinking that the extraordinary exertions of the troops merited yet further attention at their 
hands, lieutenant-colonel Norton was defired to make major-general Mathew a formal report 
of the excurfion to Young’s.Houfe, and to mention as many circumftances as he fhould deem 
worthy of notice, giving him to underftand the repart would be tranfmitted to England, 
Lieutenant-colonel Norton accordingly made his report to major-general Mathew, 
fent to fir Henry Clinton, the commander in chief, then at Charleflown; and from fir Henry 
forwarded to England by the earl’ of Lincoln, aid-du-camp 


whom it was delivered-in to the fecretary of ftate’s office. 


-which was 


to the commander in chief, by 
The only account given to the 
public of this expedition in the Gazette, was on the 26th of April 1780, in the extract of 
a letter from heutenant-general Knyphaufen to lord George Germaine, as follows :— 


“* General Mathew fent a detachment of guards, and provincial horfe, under the command 


of lieutenant-colonel Norton, to attack a poft.at John’s Houfe, upon the White Plains. This 


did not fucceed entirely to hig wifhes; but the rebels, who were pofted in a houfe, were 


however attacked and diflodged, with the lofs of 40 men killed'and 97 made prifoners.”? 

An aét of generofity was upon this occafion difplayed, which ought not to be paffed over 
in filence: The wounded Americans were placed in houfes, and’a fum of money 
the Britifh officers to the occupiers or inhabitants of thofe houfes, as an encouragement or 
reward for the trouble they might be at in attending on the wounded ‘ mericans. 


given by 


When the Gazette, giving an account of this expedition, arrived at New York, general 
Mathew immediately took it to general Knyphaufen, and fhewed it him. General Knyphau- 
ten exclaimed, ‘This ig not my account! for my account of this expedition was perfeGtly 
agreeable to the order of thanks I gave, and my letter to the minifter {poke in the hand- 
fomeft’ manner of colonel Norton’s conduct, and the officers and men under his command.” 
‘But this mutilated, mott untrue, and unjuft account, was not without its object, it being in- 
tended to wound the feelings of the father through the fon, the father, then fir Pletcher 
Norton, afterwards lord Grantley, having dared to hint that a frugal expenditure of the public 
money was expected by the commons. When, as {peaker of the houfe of commons, “he 
addrefled his majefty upon pfelenting a ill, granting fupplies to his majefty, on the 7th of 


May 
} 
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gs of the troops neceliarily 


produced difcontent ; and towards the end of May two regiments 
adtually mutinied. Means however were found to pacify them ; 
and after fome time they returned to their duty. 

By the thawing of the ice upon the approach of f{pring, New 
York was reftored to its infular fruation ; and all further apprehen- 
Gons for its fafety being at an end, the Britifh commanders there were 
at liberty to employ their force offenfively againft the enemy, and to 
take advantage of any favourable circumftances that might occur for 
Intelligence of the mutinous difpofition of the 
American army being carried to New York, and information being 
alfo received that the inhabitants of the Jerfeys were difcontented 
with the new fate of things, and wifhed to re-eftablifh their old 
form of government, general Knyphaufen was induced to detach a 
confiderable force under brigadiers-general Mathew and Sterling, 
which landed at Elizabeth-town, in the Jerfeys, on the feventh of 
June. If the inhabitants were difpofed to throw off the yoke of 
the force fent to their affiftance would enable them to do 


annoying them. 


congrefs, 


fir Fletcher Norton’s fpeech gave great offence to the” 
fen’s and Mathew’s moft favourable account of the ex- 
handfome and well-deferved order of thanks 
and the detachment 


May 1777 (vide vol. 1. page 273—275)s 
minifters; and although generals Knyphau 
pedition to Young's Houle, together with the very 
to colonel, now the honourable major-general, Norton of the guards, 
under his command, were delivered (by the eatl of Lincoln, then aid-du-camp to fir Henry 
aine in perfon, as the minifter for American affairs; yet we 


Clinton) to lord George Germ 
fee, from the Gazette account, how falfe a relation was given to the public. 


There is a certain degree of fair fame, and honourable ambition, to which every good man 


looks up : 
tion, the great incentive to. glorious actions, would be fuppreffed and deftroyed. 


It is well obferved by the great Roman hiftorian Tacitus (of whofe admirable writings 


But were that fame to be blalted for either private or party purpofes, all emula- 


Mr. Murphy has, at a very {eafonable time, prefented to the Englifh reader an excellent trani-_ 


jation), “ That it is incumbent on the writer of hiftory to rejudge the actions of men, to the 


end, that the good and worthy may meet with the reward due to eminent virtues and that 
pernicious citizens may be deterred by the condemnation that waits on evil deeds at the tri- 


bunal of pofterity. In this confifts the chief part of the hiftorign’s duty.”” 
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of the American army, fome advantage might probably be gained UW 


over general Wafhington. It foon however appeared that part of 
this intelligence was falfe, and the reft greatly magnified, | Although 
the inhabitants of the, Jerfeys had murmured in confequence of the 
depredations committed upon them by the American foldiers in the. 
time of their diftrefs for want of provifions, they had never thought 
of deferting the American caufe: On the contrary, they made the 


178@. 


greatelt exertions to relieve the neceflities of thofe very men to 


whofe depredations they were expofed ; and it was principally | 


- Owing to thefe exertions that the American army had not been ac- 
tually difbanded. A mutinous difpofition had alfo certainly difco- 
vered itfelf amongft the foldiers of the American army: But it arofe 
from diftrefs, and not difaffeGtion; and the two regiments which had 


_already mutinied, were foon pacified. Under fuch circumftances —° 


the Britifh commanders experienced a grievous difappointment : 
Inftead of being received in the Jerfeys as friends, the militia very 
generally turned out to oppofe them. During their march from 
Elizabeth-town to Conneticut Farms, a diftance of only feye en miles, 
they were annoyed by parties of militia the whole wa ; who, if 
they were unable to make any impreflion, or. do any confiderable 
injury, fhewed at leaft that it was not from want of inclination: 
And when the Britith troops approached Springfield, a detachment 
from that army, which was reprefented to be” mutinous, was feen 
drawn up in force on the other fide of the river ready to difpute 
their paflage. It being now apparent that the information, upon 
which this expedition had been undertaken, was,not to be depended 
upon, the Britith troops in the evening returned to Elizabeth-town, 
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attempt to 
eftablith the 

roy yalftandard 

in the Jerfeys. 


and would have crofled the fame night to Staten Ifland, had not the ~ 


ebbing of the tide, which on that fhore leaves a large {pace covered 
_ with deep mud between the high land and the water, rendered it 
Vou. II. Ti impotf- 
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impoflibe to embark the cavalry till the next morning ; and to cover 
their embarkation it was neceflary that the infantry fhould remain 
with them. In the mean time, the Britith commanders had leifure 
to refle& upon their difappointment, and the confequences of their 
fruitlefs expedition ; and it was determined, for the credit of the 
Britifh arms, to remain fome days longer in New Jerfey, left their 
precipitate retreat fhould be reprefented as a flight. 
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The Americans diflodged from Springfield, and that Town deflroyed— 
A French Armament arrives at Rhode Iland—A Scheme formed 
by one of General Wafhington’s Officers, Arnold, for delivering an 
important Poft into the Hands of the Britif Army—Adventure 
and Fate of the Britifhb Adjutant-General Major André—A gene- 
ral Exchange of Prifoners—The Troops on both Sides retire into 
Winter Quarters. 


Rests in confequence of this determination, the Britith army 
lay at Elizabeth-town, fir Henry Clinton arrived from South 
Carolina; and the poft at Springfield having been reinforced and 
put under the command of general Green, a refolution was taken to 
attack and diflodge him before the army returned to New York. In 
purfuance of this refolution the army marched at break of day in 
the morning of the twenty-third of June, and arrived at Springfield 
with very little interruption. The enemy appeared determined to 
difpute the further progrefs of the Britifh troops at two different 
paffes upon the river, but were diflodged from both after a confider- 
able refiftance, nearly about the fame time, and forced to flee to the 
heights in their rear, where they again took poft. The town of 
Springfield was burnt: And the Britith army, having refted a few 
hours after the action, returned the fame day to Elizabeth-town, 
and in the evening, under cover of a redoubt that had been thrown 
up by the Americans, but now occupied by the Britith, pafled over 
to Staten Ifland without moleftation, by means of a bridge of boats. 
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Before the Britith troops marched out from Elizabeth-town, fome 
pains had been taken to miflead general Wafhington, as to the real 
defign of the Britifh commander. The tranfports were aflembled, 
and troops embarked, as if an expedition had been intended up the 
North River againft Weft Point; and by fuch indications general 
Wathington was fo far alarmed, that he a€tually marched from his 
camp in the Jerfeys towards the North River. But he marched with 
great deliberation, cautioufly intending not to remove too far from 
Morris-town, until the future movements of fir Henry Clinton 
fhould enable him to difcover his real intention; and he had prto- 
ceeded only fifteen miles, when information was brought to him, 
that the Britith troops, inftead of going up the North River, were 
marching out in force towards Springfield. General Wafhington 
immediately halted, and fent back a detachment to reinforce general 
Green ; but before it arrived the ation at Springfield was over, and 
the Britith troops had retreated to Elizabeth-town. The real object 
of the expedition was probably againft the American magazines at 
Morris-town: But the oppofition made at Springfield was an indi- 
eation to the commander in chief, that every mile of his future 
march through a country naturally difficult, and abounding with 
ftrong pafles, would be not lefs obftinately difputed, and determined 
him to abandon an enterprife, which, even if it fhould be fuccefsful, 
might coft him too much ; more efpecially as the expected arrivah 
of a powerful French armament on the coaft of America, obliged 
him not to engage in any expedition that would either require much 
time, or carry him a confiderable diftance from New York. 

The Britith army having quitted New Jerfey, general Wathington 
on his part planned an enterprife againft a Britifh poft at Bergen 
Point, on the North River, oppofite to New York, which was gar- 
rifoned by feventy loyalifts, This enterprife had for its obje% not 
enly the reduction of that poft, but the carrying away of the cattle 
upon 
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upon Bergen Neck, from which the garrifon of New York was oc- C HA P. 
cafionally fupplied with frefh provifions, through the poft occupied HY—~ 
by the loyalifts: And the force appointed for carrying it into execu~ 
tion, amounted to about two thoufand men, ‘under the command of 
general Wayne, who had rendered himfelf famous by the furprife 2 
of Stoney Point. At Bergen Point, the defences of which confifted 

of a block-houfe furrounded by an abbatis, this brave little band of 

loyal refugees defended themfelves againft a cannonade of three 

hours, and repulfed an attempt to take the place by affault: In the 
-affault the Americans loft a number equal to the whole amount of the 

garrifon, and in their retreat fome ftragglers were made prifoners, 

and part of the cattle retaken, which they were attempting to carry off. 

In the mean time, on the tenth of July, the expected armament A French 

from France arrived at Rhode Ifland. It confifted of feven thips of five at ; 

the line, fome frigates, and a number of tranfports, having on board Ei 

fix thoufand troops; the fleet being commanded by the chevalier de 

Ternay, and the troops by the count de Rochambeau: And in order 

to prevent difcuffion, and obviate every difficulty that might arife 

upon the junction of the French troops with the American army, a 

commiflion was fent to general Wafhington, appointing him a. | 
lieutenant-general of France, which of courfe put the count de i i 
Rochambeau under his orders. 


The arrival of fo confiderable a reinforcement diffufed a general e 
joy amongft the adherents of congrefs throughout the American hi ] 
ftates, and excited them to fireth exertions. Thofe ftates, which 4, mM 
__ had lately turned a deaf ear to the applications not only of general tit i) a \ 
Wathington, but of congrefs, were now eager to raife and fend for- yal! 4h 


__-ward their quotas of men: And the American army, which, from 
. the various caufes already mentioned, had been reduced to a ftate 
| of imbecility, began again to make a refpe€table appearance. When 
| the French arrived at Rhode Ifland, the Britith fleet under admiral 
Arbuthnot was inferior to that of the chevalier de Ternay; and a 
plan 
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C HA P. plan was laid for attacking New York: But the arrival of fix fhips 
XXXVIL 


C2’) of the line from England, which followed clofe on the track of the 
1780. chevalier de Ternay, foon gave admiral Arbuthnot the fuperiority ; 


Mf bnare eMee> <o tally and the Britifh commanders, inftead of waiting to be attacked, made 
ae > A rr he g . e « e . 
Seas 5 eae y" £~ pyeparations in their turn for a@ting offenfively againft the French 


ee: : Z, 
“fay FUOUL TL Laol esr . 
on et booo ew at Rhode Ifland. Sir Henry Clinton, with the tranfports and troops 


pu. KAZE C. Shree Ave deftined for this expedition, proceeded to Huntington Bay, in the 
Beers Baviolact ivr Creer’ Sound, whilft admiral Arbuthnot, with the fhips of war, failed round 
Pepage te trate Fe Preae€¥ ong Ifland, in order to co-operate by fea. But in the mean time 
tar Pec Ex ban bation Son general Wafhington, whofe army had been increafed by the arrival 
. as te ae oad oman of confiderable reinforcements, fuddenly pafled the North River, 
' ahaa oe F acs approached King’s Bridge. So unexpe€ted a movement obliged 
; tle Hane abe, She, 2 fir Henry Clinton to abandon the expedition againft Rhode Ifland, 
ae he ae se me return with the troops for the protection of New York, leaving 
(OO ee See Boe ZL cae Arbuthnot to block up the French fleet by fea, The object 
1. \ peg ‘ fo Oe AF this expedition was loft, from a circumftance but too frequent in 
1 a : i ES bv C5 Alban fl; the hiftory of this country, a difagreement between the commanders 
; bi ef © fz D> ees eee ee) chief of the land and naval fervice. Upon the return of the 
54 Lay of Britith commander, general Wafhington drew off his forces to a 
MW heig on 2 a, wc greater diftance, cautioufly avoiding fuch a pofition as might be 
ee a. Zé e Delisg? La corolo the means of bringing on a general engagement. 
if a Lcd te frrgporel. About this time the count de Guichen was expected from the 
8) Fr Ne tH. SS eee ge ee Wek Indies, with a land force, and twenty fhips of the line. In 


YN cD hw ed, a1) fr 


> 
AN 
VD 


a 


view of this affiftance the New England militia had aflembled very 
readily, and marched to Rhode Ifland, when their allies the French 
were threatened with an attack from fir Henry Clinton: General 
ie) Wathington’s army too, as has been alread mentioned, had been 

aa Hs atte ee Bea” @ greatly increafed u the arrival of frefh aera And with 
oe aaa =~ thefe different bodies of men, when united, it was intended to at- 
tack New York by land, whilft the count de Guichen, joined by 
the fquadron under the chevalier de Ternay, fhould block it up by 
fea, But the count de Guichen, as we fhall fee hereafter, when we 
come 
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come to the tranfactions in the Weft Indies, had been fo roughly 
handled in his different engagements with admiral Rodney, and his 
fhips were in fo fhattered a condition, that inftead of proceeding to 
America, according to the original defign, he returned with his 
fleet to France, taking under his convoy the trade from the French 
iflands. The failure in fo confiderable a part rendered impracticable 
the further profecution of the fcheme againft New York; and as 
foon as general Wafhington was made acquainted with the departure 
of the count de Guichen, it became neceflary for him to concert 
new meafures with the French commanders at Rhode Ifland, for 
their future operations. For this purpofe an interview took place 
between them at Hartford in Conneticut, about half way between 
the French and American camps. 

Whilft general Wafhington was abfent from his army upon this 
fervice, a deep-laid {cheme was formed by one of his own officers, 
for delivering up to fir Henry Clinton the ftrong poft of Weft Point, 
in the high lands upon the North River, the pofleffion of which 
would have nearly cut off all communication between the northern 
and middle colonies. The officer engaged in this defign was the 
famous general Arnold, whofe fervices in the caufe of America had 
been of the moft meritorious kind, and whofe brilliant ations in 
the field juftly raifed him to fuperior notice and regard. After the 
evacuation of Philadelphia by the Britifh troops in the year 1778, 
he was appointed to command the American garrifon that took pof- 
feffion of it; and while he ated in that capacity had the misfortune 
to difguft many of the inhabitants, and even to fall under the dif- 
pleafure of congrefs. He lived expenfively, and, as was fuppofed, 
confiderably beyond his ftated income; but he was at the. fame time 
concerned in trading f{peculations, and had fhares in feveral priva- 
teers; and upon the profits expected from thofe adventures, he pro- 
bably relied, as means of enabling him to keep up the ftate and ftyle 
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CH AP. of life he had aflumed: He had alfo claims againft the public to a 
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confiderable amount; and upon the payment of them he depended 
as a fund to fatisfy the immediate demands of his creditors, who 
were beginning to become importunate. But the trading fpecula- 
tions in which he had engaged proved unproductive ; his privateers 
were unfuccefsful ; and a confiderable portion of his demand againft 
the public was cut off, by the commiffioners appointed to examine 
his accounts. From the decifion of the commiflioners, general Ar- 
nold appealed to the congrefs, who appointed a committee of their 
own members to revife the fentence: But the committee of con- 
grefs were even lefs favourable to his views than the commiffioners, 
from whofe decifion he had appealed. ‘They reported that the ba- 
lance already allowed by the commufhoners was more than general 
Arnold was entitled to receive. 

So many difappointments could not fail to ruffle a temper lefs 
irritable than general Arnold’s: Recollecting his former fervices, he 
eave full fcope to his refentment, and complained of ill-ufage and 
ingratitude in terms better calculated to provoke than to mollify, 
and fuch as were peculiarly offenfive to congrefs. His enemies 
availed themfelves of his indifcretion to {well the tide of popular 
clamour which already ran ftrongly againft him. A court-martial 
was appointed to examine into his conduét during his command in 
Philadelphia, and by the fentence of that board it was in general 
terms reprehended, and himfelf fubjected to the mortification of re- 
eciving a reprimand from general Wafhington. 

From this moment it is fuppofed that Arnold formed the defign 
of quitting the American fervice and joining the Britifh; and only 
delayed the execution of his purpofe until an opportunity fhould 
offer of performing fome effential fervice to the power which he 
was about to join, that might render his accefflion of more import- 
ange. A correfpondence was opened with fir Henry Clinton: The 
2 - deli- 
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delivering up the poft at Weft Point, where Arnold now com- 
manded, was the fervice he propofed to perform; and the interval 
of general Wafhington’s abfence, when he went to confer with the 
French commanders, was the time appointed for finifhing the nego- 
tiation. To facilitate the means of carrying on the previous cor- 
refpondence, the Vulture floop of war was ftationed in the North 
River, at fuch a diftance from Weft Point as to excite no fiufpicion, 
but near enough to ferve for the intended communication; and as 
general Arnold required a confidential perfon to treat with, major 
André, aid-du-camp to fir Henry Clinton, and adjutant-general of 
the Britifh army, undertook to confer with him, and bring the ne- 
gotiation to a conclufion. For this purpofe he repaired on board 
the Vulture floop. At night, in purfuance of a previous arrange- 
ment, a boat from the fhore carried him to the beach, where he met 
general Arnold; and day-light approaching before the bufinefs on 
which they had met was finally adjufted, major André was told that 
he muft be conduted to a place of fafety, and lie concealed until 
the following night, when he might return on board the Vulture 
without the danger of being difcovered. The beach where the 
firit conference was held was without, but the place of fafety to 
which major André was conducted to lie concealed during the day, 
was within the American out-pofts, againft his intention, and with- 
out his knowledge. Here, however, he remained with general 
Arnold during the day; and at night, the boatmen refufing to carry 
him on board the Vulture, becaufe fhe had fhifted her pofition du- 
ring the day, in confequence of a gun being brought to bear upon 
her from the fhore, he was reduced to the neceflity of endeavouring 
to make his way to New York by land. Laying afide his regiment- 
als, which he had hitherto worn, he put on a plain fuit of clothes, 
and receiving a pafs from general Arnold, under the aflumed name 
of John Anderfon, as if he had been fent down the country on 
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public bufinefs, he fet out on his return to New York. His pafl- 
port fecured him from interruption at the American out-pofts; and 
he had already paffed them all, and thought himfelf out of danger, 
when three American militiamen, who had been fent out to patrol 
near the road along which he travelled, fuddenly fpringing from the 
woods, feized the bridle of his horfe and ftopped him. The fud- 
dennefs of the furprife feems to have deprived major André of his 
wonted prefence of mind; and, although a man of the ereateft ad- 
drefs, he was entrapped by the rude fimplicity of clowns. Having 
inquired from whence they were, and being anfwered, “ From be- 
“ low;” “ And fo,” faid he, “ am 1.” It was not long before he 
difeovered his miftake; but too late, it would appear, to remove the 
impreffion which his firft anfwer had made. The men who had 
made him prifoners fearched him for papers, and having taken from 
his boot a packet, in the hand-writing of general Arnold, deter-~ 
mined to carry him without delay to their commanding officer. It 
was in vain that he offered them a purfe of gold and his watch, to 
fuffer him to pafs: His promifes of an ample provifion, and getting 
them promotion, if they would accompany him to New York, were 
equally unavailing. The unfortunate André, after thefe efforts to 
regain his liberty, feems to have been regardlefs of what might be 
his own fate, and was only anxious to fave general Arnold. Before 
the commanding officer of the militia he continued to perfonate the 
fappofed John Anderfon, and requefted that a mefienger might be 
fent to general Arnald to acquaint him with his detention. A mef- 
fenger being accordingly difpatched, and fufficient time having 
elapfed for general Arnold to make his efcape, he no longer dil- 
guifed his real name, and avowed himfelf to be major André, adju- 
tant-general of the Britith army: ~ He alfo wrote a letter to gencral 
Wafthington, in his real name, acquainting him that he was his 


prifoner, and accounting for the difguife which ne¢eflity had bliged 
; him 
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him to affume. The meflage fent to general Arnold, announcing 
the detention of John Anderfon, was fufficient notice to him to 


provide for his own fafety: He quitted Weft Point without delay, 


got on board the Vulture floop, and in her proceeded to New York, 
In the mean time general Wafhington returned from his interview 
with the French commanders, and being informed of what had 
paffed during his abfence, together with Arnold’s efcape, he rein- 
forced the garrifon of Weft Point with a ftrong detachment from 
his army, and appointed a board of general officers, to inquire into 
and report upon the cafe of major André. The candid, open, manly, 
and ingenuous explanation of his condu@, given by major André, 
before the board of officers, imprefled with admiration and efteem 
even his enemies who were about to fhed his blood. Difmiffing 
from his thoughts all perfonal confiderations of danger, he was only 
anxious that the tranfaction in which he had been engaged, fhaded 
as it was by the intervention of unfortunate circumftances, might 
be cleared from obfcurity, and appear in its genuine colours, at leaft 
with refpeé& to his intention, which was incapable of fwerving from 
the paths of honour. But the board of officers fixing their atten- 
tion upon the naked fact of his being in difguife within their lines, 
without perhaps duly confidering the unfortunate train of incidents 
which unexpectedly, and almoft unavoidably, led him into that fitu- 
ation, were of opinion that he came under the defcription, and 
ought to fuffer the punifhment, of a {py. 

The concern felt at New York, in confequence of the capture of 
major Andre, was in the mean time inconceivably great: His gal- 
lantry as an officer, and amiable demeanour as a man, had gained 
him not only the admiration, but the affection, of the whole army ; 
and the uncertainty of his fate filled them with the deepeft anxiety. 
Sir Henry Clinton, whofe efteem and regard he enjoyed in an emi- 
ment degree, immediately opened a correfpondence with general 
uke Wath- 
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¢ H_A P. Wathington, by means of a flag of truce, and urged every motive 
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which juftice, policy, or humanity, could fuggeft, to induce a re- 
miffion of the fentence. Finding his letters ineffeCtual, he fent out 

general Robertfon, with a flag, to confer upon the fubje& with any 

officer that fhould be appointed by general Wafhington. An inter- 

view took place between general Robertfon and general Green, who 

had been prefident of the court-martial. But all efforts to fave the 

unfortunate André were, unavailing: His doom was irrevocably 

fixed. The greatnefs of the danger which the American army had 

efcaped by the difcovery of Arnold’s plot before it was ripe for exe- 

cution, feems to have extinguifhed in the breaft of the inexorable 
Wathington, every fpark of humanity that remained. Although 

entreated by a moft pathetic letter from major André, written on the 

day previous to his execution, to change the mode of his death from 

that of a common malefa¢ctor to one more correfpondent to the feel- 
ings of a foldier, he would not condefcend to grant even this incon- 
fiderable boon to the fupplication of his unfortunate prifoner: And 

on the fecond day of October this accomplifhed young ofhcer met 

his fate, in the manner prefcribed by his fentence, with a compofure, 
ferenity, and fortitude, which aftonifhed the beholders, and excited 

thofe emotions of fympathy that would have been more honourably 
and humanely exercifed in averting than lamenting his fate. 

Thus fell the unfortunate André. If intention is neceffary to 
conftitute guilt; and if guilt alone merits punifhment, fome doubt 
may be entertained with refpeé& to the fentence of the board of 
officers. Major André did not, at firft, knowingly enter within the 
American lines: He was then alfo in his regimentals: And when 
he actually found himfelf within thofe lines, contrarily to his inten- 
tion, whatever he afterwards did, in order to extricate himfclf, by 
affuming a difguife, and ufing a feigned paflport, ought rather to be 
afcribed to the impofed neceflity of his fituation than to choice. 

- But, 
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But, even if the fentence pronounced againft him fhould be found 


agreeable to the letter of the law of nations, fo unfuitable is the 


exercife of extreme juftice to our imperfect f{tate, that we turn with 
difguft from thofe tranfaCtions, in which the finer feelings of hu- 
manity have been facrificed to its rigour. Bright as the fame of 
Washington fhall fhine in the annals of America, as one of the moft 
illuftrious fupporters of her independence, the fons of freedom will 
lament the cold infenfibility, that did not fuffer him to interpofe, in 
order to refcue from his fate fo gallant an officer, and even could 
withhold from him the poor confolation of meeting death like a 
foldier; whilft a glance of indignation fhall dart from the eyes of 
her fair and compaffionate daughters, foftened only by the tear of 
pity for the fate of the accomplifhed André. | 
» From fo tragic an event, tending by its feverity to increafe, we 
pafs with pleafure to an arrangement calculated to leffen, the calami- 
ties of war. This was an agreement for a general exchange of pri- 
foners, finally fettled and adjufted towards the clofe of the’ prefent 
year, between major-general Philips, on the part of the Britifh army, 
and major-general Lincoln, on the part of the Americans, the for- 
mer having been an Ameriean prifoner ever fince the convention of 
Saratoga, and the latter a Britith prifoner fince the fall of Charleftown. 
The congrefs had, from policy, hitherto refifted all propofals for 
a general exchange upon equitable terms, They knew the expence 
that attended recruiting the Britifh army from Europe: They knew 
alfo that their own army would receive no great increafe of ftrength 
by a releafe of the Americans detained as prifoners, becaufe the 
fhort periods for which the American foldiers enlifted, during the 
firft years of the war, would have generally expired before an ex- 
change could have been effected. But the clamours of their people, 
fo long detained in captivity, and for whofe releafe they had fhewn 
fo much indifference, had now become fo loud; fo many of their 
| 4 regular 
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CHA P. regular foldiers had been made prifoners by the capture of Charlef- 
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C—  town, and the defeat of general Gates at Camden; and in confe- 
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quence of thefe difafters fo much difliculty had been experienced in 
recruiting their army during the prefent year ; that neceflity, rather 
than choice, obliged them at laft to yield to an equitable arrangement. 
An ineffe€tual attempt was made for the releafe of the privates of 
general Burgoyne’s army, who had been prifoners fince the con- 
vention of Saratoga: But nothing could prevail upon the congrefs 
to depart from their former refolutions ; and the convention troops 
were deftined to captivity during the remainder of the war. 

The cold weather beginning to fet in, put an end to all further 
active operations in the field. The Britith troops went into winter 
quarters in New York and its dependencies: The French troops 
remained at Rhode Ifland: And general Wathington continued to 
occupy the high grounds bordering on the North River, from whence 
in a fhort time he was obliged to difcharge a confiderable part of the. 
new levies, in confequence of a want of bread for their fubfiftence. 
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Tranfactions in Europe and the Weft Indies—Sueceffes of the Britifh 
Fleet under Admiral Rodney—Relief of Gibraltar—Growing Dif- 
Serences between Great Britain aud Holland—Armed Neutrality, 
or Affociation among Neutral Maritime Powers, for the Purpofe 
of ehablifbing the Doétrine that Free Ships make Free Goods— 
Sufpenfion of the Treaties between Great Britain and Holland— 
Naval Tranfattions—Commercial Treaiy between America and 


folland—War on the Part of Great Britain againft the Dutch. 


UT the tranfaGtions in Europe and the Welt Indies now demand 
our attention. Admiral Rodney, whom his fervices in the pre- 
ceding war had recommended to the notice of the miniftry, being 
appointed to command the Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies, failed for 
that ftation, with a reinforcement of fhips, about the beginning of 
the prefent year; and advantage was taken of his convoy to fend a 
frefh fupply of provifions and ftores for the relief of the garrifon 
at Gibraltar, which had been blockaded by the Spaniards from the 
commencement of the war with that nation. That this fervice 
might be performed without any danger of mifcarriage, a part of 
the channel fleet was put under admiral Rodney’s command, which 
was to accompany him as far as Gibraltar. 
. It feems to have been referved for this commander to revive, by 
his fuccefles, the memory of our glorious atchievements in former 
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and took a fleet of twenty-three fail of Spanith fhips bound from 
St. Sebaftian to Cadiz, fixteen of them laden with provifions, naval 


ftores, and bale goods, and the reft fhips of war belonging to the 


royal company of Caraccas that had been affigned to the others as a 
convoy. The fame good fortune, about a week afterwards, brought 
him in fight of a Spanifh fleet of eleven fhips of the line and two 
frigates, that were cruifing off Cape St. Vincent, under the com- 
mand of Don Juan Langara. A lee-fhore at no great diftance fa- 
voured the efcape of the enemy, and rendered a purfuit from the 
Britifh fleet hazardous; and the fhortnefs of a winter’s day, already — 
far advanced, with tempeftuous weather, increafed the danger. But 
the gallant Rodney, like the intrepid Hawke, chofe to rifque fome- 
thing, where the performance of a great national fervice was the 
expected confequence ; and threw out the fignal for a general chafe, 
taking the lee-gage to eut off the enemy from the fhore. Night came 
on; but the purfuit was fill continued. ‘The fhips of the Britifh 
flect clofed with thofe of the enemy as faft as they could get up; 
and the aGtion was not ended till two in the morning, when the 
Monarca, the headmoft of the enemy’s fleet, ftruck to the Sand- 
wich, admiral Rodney’s thip. The San Domingo, one of the ene- 
my’s fhips, blew up early in the engagement; and every foul on 
board perifhed. Four of their fleet, including the Phoenix of eighty 
guns, Don Juan Langara’s fhip, were taken and carried into Gib- 
raltar. ‘Two others had ftruck; but after the officers had been 
fhifted, were driven on fhore by the tempeftuous weather, and one 
of them was entirely loft. The two frigates, and four fhips of the 
line, alone efcaped, two of the latter much damaged in the action. 
The enemy, although inferior in number, maintained a running 
fight with great bravery ; and the victory was not obtained but. at 
the expence of thirty-two killed, and one hundred and two wounded, 
on 


AMERICAN WAR. 


on board the Britifh fleet. ‘The weather continued fo tempeftuous, 
that it was with difficulty fome of the Britifh fhips, on the day after 
the action, were able to extricate themfelves from the dangerous 
fhoals of St. Lucar. 

‘The convoy being conducted fafely to Gibraltar, and the provilions 
and ftores having been. landed, admiral Digby, taking under his 
charge the Spanith prizes and homeward-bound tranfports, failed for 
England on the fifteenth of February, with the greateft part of the 
fleet ; and admiral Rodney, with the reft, proceeded to his ftation 
in the Weft Indies. The homeward-bound fleet under admiral 
Digby got fight of a French convoy, efcorted by feveral thips of 
war, but at fuch a diftance that the greateft part of it efcaped by an 
early flight. ‘The Prothée, a French fhip of fixty-four guns, one 
of the efcort, was however taken, and fome few of the merchant- 
thips. 

In the mean time the differences fubfifting between Great Britain 
and Holland were every day increafing, and verging faft towards a 
ftate of hoftility. “The Dutch merchants, particularly thofe of Am- 
fterdam, had, from the beginning of the difturbances in America, 
maintained a correfpondence with the people of that country, and 
in the progrefs of the war fupplied them, not only with merchan- 
dife, but with warlike ftores, without which the very unequal conteft 
could not have been fo long fupported by the Americans. The carrying 
on a clandeftine intercourfe of fuch a nature, with thofe whom Great 
Britain claimed as her fubjeéts, was not to be endured, even in a 
nation ftriCtly neutral, and far lefs in one bound to her by the moft 
folemn engagements of ancient friendfhip and alliance. Various re- 
monttrances on this fubje€t were accordingly prefented by the Bri- 
tifh ambaflador at the Hague, but no fatisfa@ion was obtained. 
After the interference of France in the war, the unfriendly pro- 
ceedings of the Dutch became ftill more notorious: As they had 
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heretofore fupplied the Americans with whatever they wanted, and 


uy indeed ftill continued to do the fame, fo now they became the car- 
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riers of naval ftores for the French. The remonftrances prefented 
on this oceafion having been found ineffectual, the commander of 
the Britifh navy received orders to prevent a trade which the Dutch, 
from good faith, ought to have prohibited. In purfuance of thele 
orders, fuch of the Dutch merchant-fhips as were found laden with 
naval ftores for the ufe of the French, were brought into Britifh 
ports, from whence they were fuffered to depart as foon as the pro- 
hibited articles had been landed; and in the mean time full fatisfac- 
tion was made to the fhip-owners for their freight. This proceed- 
ing, however equitable, produced much difcontent among the Dutch 


‘merchants: They complained that by the feizure and detention of 


their veflels, the exprefs letter of the treaties fubfifting between: 
Great Britain and the republic of the States General was grofsly 
violated ; whilft the real fat was, that they themfelves, by furnifh- 
ing the enemies of Great Britain with things neceflary for carrying: 
on the war, which this proceeding was calculated to prevent, were: 
acting direétly contrary to the {pirit of all thofe treaties. | 

By the vigilance of the Britith cruifers this trade was in fome de~« 
eree checked ; and the fupplies, thus obtained by the French, be- 
came not a little precarious. But towards the beginning of the 
prefent year, a number of Dutch ships, laden with naval ftores, being 
ready to fail for the ports of France, the owners availed themfelves 
of the opportunity of the departure of a Dutch {quadron that was. 
proceeding to the Mediterranean, under the command of count By- 


land, to put their fhips under his protection in their paflage through - 


the channel. Timely information of their defign being conveyed 
to the Britith court, commodore Fielding was difpatched, with a 
fafficient force, to cruife in the channel, examine the Dutch convoy, 


and feize fuch of the fhips as were found carrying on the trade 
which 
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met in the channel on the third of January. Permiflion to examine —~—~ 


the convoy being refufed, and the boats of the Britifh fleet fent for 
that purpofe being fired upon, commodore Fielding fired a fhot 
acrofs the way of the Dutch admiral, which was anfwered with a 
broadfide from the latter. The Britifh commodore did not fail to 
return the falute, when the Dutch admiral ftruck his colours. In 
the mean time the greateft part of the convoy had borne away for 
the coaft of France, and efeaped: Thofe that remained were fafely 
conduéted to Spithead, whither count Byland chofe to accompany 
them, to wait for orders from the States General, although he was 
told by commodore Fielding, that he was at liberty to proceed upon 
his voyage. ‘This proceeding, bordering upon hoftility, increafed 
the clamours of the difcontented in Holland, and added ftrength to 
the party attached to France, which was already too powerful. 
Whilft Great Britain was thus availing herfelf of her maritime 
power to prevent the Dutch from fupplying her enemies with the 
means of carrying on the war, another of her allies, upon whom 
fhe had alfo ftrong claims of friendfhip, was actively engaged in 
promoting a fcheme for altering the received law of nations, and 
rendering fuch a trade legitimate as the Dutch had been attempting 
to carry on with France. It was obvioufly the intent of the greater 
maritime powers, when engaged in war, that the fhips of neutral 
nations fhould be liable to a fearch, and fhould not protect ene- 
my’s property ; and fuch was hitherto held to be the law of 
nations, except in thofe inftances where it had been altered 
by treaties and conventions between particular powers: It was 
not lefs evidently the intereft of the weaker commercial powers, 
when engaged in war, that the fhips of neutral nations fhould 
pafs free and unmolefted ; becaufe, whenever the ftate of the war 
rendered them unable to carry on trade in their own fhips, they 
might employ thofe of neutral powers, The alteration propofed 
Lla2 by 
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by this fcheme was, that a free fhip fhould make free goods, or, in 
other words, that a neutral fhip, although loaded with a cargo be- 
longing to one of the powers at war, fhould pafs as free and unmos 
lefted asin time of peace: A fcheme evidently intended to wound 
Great Britain in her moft eflential intereft; and, to her furprife, 
Ruffia was the power that brought it forward. In the war of the 
latter with the Turks fome few years before, the condu& of Great 
Britain had been fuch as to entitle her to expe from Ruffia, fup- 
port and affiftance under her prefent embarraflments, rather than @ 
regulation calculated to increafe them. But with nations, if not with 
individuals, views of intereft are the grand motives to action; and 
their policy confifts in improving thofe opportunities that occur for 
promoting it: Friendfhip, gratitude, and the other virtuous affec- 
tions that adorn private life, feem to have little influence upon their 
condué. Ina war between Great Britain and the kingdoms of 
France and Spain, the local fituation of the former enables her in a 
great meafure to cut off thofe fupplies of naval flores which the 
north of Europe alone can furnifh. Hence, in time of war between 
thofe powers, this kind of trade experiences confiderable’ inter- 
ruptions: Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark, all partook of the 
lofs arifing from fuch interruptions: And the prefent embar- 
rafled ftate of Great Britain was laid hold of as a fit op- 
portunity for compelling her to fubmit to fuch a. régula- 
tion. as might remove the incovenience complained of by thele 
northern powers. This fcheme is faid to have originated with the 
king of Sweden; but it was firft promulgated by a declaration of 
the emprefs of Ruflia addrefled to the belligerent powers, which was. 
followed by declarations of the like import. from the courts. of 
Sweden and Denmark: The bafis of the whole being, that neutral 
powers unconcerned in the war fhould be permitted to carry on 
their commerce in the. fame unlimited manner as in time of 


peace, thofe articles called contraband alone excepted, The other 


neutral 
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neutral powers in Eurdpe peer borentert to accede t the’ principles *\ ir me 
contained in thefe declarations; and as it was propofed to compel the —~—~ | 
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practical execution of them by a maritime force, to be equipped by : 


| each of the contracting parties, hepce the confederation gained the 
name of the armed neutrality. 


| The declaration of the emprefs of Ruflia being conformable to 
the prefent intereft of the courts of France and Spain, was received 
by them with the utmoft fatisfaion; and fuitable anfwers were re- 
turned. Great Britain alone was to fuftain an injury from it, and ‘ 
at another time, and under different circumfiances, perhaps it might 
have been refented as an infult. But at prefent it was thought fit 
to return an anfwer which might neither give offence, nor derogate 
| from the dignity of the Britith nation by a tame fubmiffion to the 
claims of the northern powers. ‘The anfwer was decent and re- 
fpectful: But, far from admitting the principles laid down by the # 

| emprefs of Ruffia, the general law of nations, as it had been hi- | 
therto underftood, was held out as the only rule of decifion in ma- 
ritime cafes, except fo far as it had been altered by treaties between 
| particular powers; and that between thofe powers thie treaties of 
| courfe furnifhed the rule. ‘The emprefs was aflured, that from the 
| commencement of the war the ftricteft orders had been iffued to the } i 
| Britith naval commanders for refpeCting her flag, and. obferving all - Be |. 


| the ftipulations contained in the commercial treaty fubfifting’ be- 


tween the two nations; and that the fame orders would be conti- i Hd 
nued, and ftri€ily executed. But fhould any infringement happen, 
| the courts of admiralty, to whom the decifion in fuch cafes be- 
| longed, would afford redrefs in fo equitable a manner as fhould be 
| perfectly fatisfatory to her imperial majefty. 

By thefe proceedings of the northern powers it became fufficiently 
apparent that from them Great Britain was neither to expect affift. é (Mi 
ance nor fupport: And about this time it feems to have been deter- 
mined. 
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mined in the Britith cabinet to put to the teft the fincerity of the 


Dutch, and try how far they were to be relied on for the performance 
of thofe engagements to which they were bound by treaty. The 
round of the alliance betwecn Great Britain and Holland was mu- 
tual fafety and proteGtion; and in cafe either nation was attacked, 
the other was to furnifh certain fuccours. Thefe had been already 
formally demanded, on the part of Great Britain, after Spain took 
a part in the war: But the States General had hitherto neglected 
either to furnith the fuccours, or give a fatisfa@tory anfwer to the 
demand. The Britith ambaflador at the Hague was now inftruted to 
prefent a remonftrance on the fubjedt, to claim the fuccours ftipulated 
by treaty, and to declare, that, if a fatisfaCtory anfwer was not given 
to this requifition, within three weeks after the delivery of the re- 
monftrance, fuch a negle& on the part of the States General would 
be confidered as a declaration that they withdrew from the alliance 
between the two nations. ‘The remonftrance was accordingly pre- 
fented on the twenty-firft of March, and no fatisfatory anfwer 
being given within the time limited, the threat held out was put in 


Sufpenfion of execution. By an order of the king in council, bearing date the 


the treaties 
between 
Great Britain 
and Holland. 
April, 


feventeenth of April, all the treaties fubfifting between the two na- 
tions were to be fufpended, and the fubje&ts of the States General 
were in future to be entitled to no other privileges than thofe en- 
joyed by neutral nations, unconnected with Great Britain by treaty. 
By this decifive meafure the unfriendly difpofition of the Dutch 
towards the Britifh nation was laid open, or, at leaft, their total in- 
difference about its fate: And it feems to have been wife policy in 
the Britifh miniftry to put that difpofition to the teft; fince it is 
Thefe fe- 
veral tranfaGtions, which happened foon after the beginning of the 
prefent year, difclofed the temper of moft of the powers of Europe, 
upon whom Great Britain had any claim for affiftance; and from 
1 them. 


fafer to have an open enemy than an infidious friend. 
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them it became manifeft, that fhe muft henceforward fupport the 
eonteft againft the united power of the houfe of Bourbon, not only 
without the aid of a fingle ally, but under the conviction that the 
other nations of Europe viewed her danger with unconcern, and 
rather rejoiced in the profpect of her ruin, than wifhed to prevent 
it: A conviéion mortifying no doubt in the extreme, but at the 
fame time not entirely without its ufe, as it had a tendency to ftimu- 
late to the braveft exertions thofe who felt the genuine flame of pa- 
triotifm, and whofe love for their country was fuperior to all the 
eonfiderations of party. | 

Upon the death of fir Charles Hardy, in the month of May, the 
eommand of the channel fleet was given to admiral Geary, who 
failed in queft of the enemy, about the ufual time, with thirty thips 
ef the line. During his cruife, in the beginning of July, he: came 
in fight of a fleet of about thirty fail, which he afterwards found to 
be a convoy of French merchantmen from Port au Prince, in the: 
Weit Indies, bound to France. A general chafe was immediately 
ordered; but it was evening before the headmoft of the Britith fleet 
reached the enemy, and a fog foon afterwards coming on, twelve 
only of the merchantmen were taken. ~The reft, with the two 
armed fhips that accompanied them as a convoy, efcaped in the 
fog. 


The French and Spanifh fleets again formed a jundtion this year, 
as they had done in the preceding one. They did not however 


attempt to enter the channel, but cruifed in that tra& through which. 
the outward-bound trade from Great Britain to the Eaft and Weft 


Indies ufually pafles, and from their number fpread over an immenfe 
extent of fea. A fleet for the Eaft Indies, and another for the Weft. 
Indies, failed together from Portfmouth towards the end of July,, 


under the convoy of captain Moutray of the Ramillies, attended 
by two frigates, and unfortunately, in the night of the eighth of 
: Augutt, 
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Auguft, fell in with that divifion of the combined fleet which was 
commanded by Don Lewis de Cordova. The Ramillies, with the 
two frigates, and a few merchantmen, efcaped: All the reft, amount- 
ing to more than forty fail, were taken and carried into Cadiz. This 


misfortune was the more feverely felt, as a number of the fhips were 


loaded with naval and military ftores for the ufe of the fettlements . 


in thofe parts of the world to which they were bound. Not long 
afterwads admiral Geary refigned his command, and was fucceeded 
by admiral Darby. 

The oppofite grand fleets did not this year come in fight of each 
other: ‘Of courfe nothing decifive was done by fea. But feveral 
hard-fought a€tions took place between fingle fhips, in which Bri- 
tith valour maintained its wonted fuperiority. In thefe actions the 
Belle Poule of thirty-two guns became a prize to the Nonfuch, com- 
manded by fir James Wallace: ‘The Arteis and Pearl, two French 
frigates, were taken by commodore Johnftone, in the Romney ; the 
Nymphe, by captain Peere Williams in the Flora; and the Count 
d’Artois, a private fhip of war, mounting fixty-four guns, by cap- 
tain Macbride in the Bienfaifant. Nor muft we omit a gallant 
action performed by captain Moor, of the Fame, private fhip of 
war belonging to Dublin, who alone attacked five French priva- 
teers, drawn up to receive him off Cape de Gat, and captured four 
of them. 

The fiege and blockade of Gibraltar was fill continued by the 
Spaniards; but with no greater profpect of fuccefs than when it com- 
menced. The danger of a famine, arifing from the long continu- 
ance of the blockade, was averted by the fuppiies which adriral 
Rodney conveyed in the beginning of the year: And all the other 
efforts of the Spaniards to reduce it, were either prevented from taking 
effet by the vigilance of general Elhott, or fuccefsfully refifted by 


the determined fpirit and perfevering bravery of the garrifon. 
After 
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Rodney proceeded to his ftation in the Weft Indies, and arrived at -—~——~ 
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St. Lucie on the twenty-feventh:of March. The reinforcement of 
fhips, which he carried out, brought the contending fleets nearer to 
an equality; the fuperiority in numbers ftill, however, remaining 
with the French. But although, before the arrival of admiral Rod- 


ney, the French fleet was fo much fuperior to that of Great Britain 
in the Weft India feas, no advantage was obtained proportioned to 
that fuperiority: On the contrary, the trade of the enemy had been 
greatly annoyed, their force leffened by the capture of feveral of 
their frigates, and the empire of the fea difputed with an undaunted 
| firmnefs which no fuperiority in number could difmay. Only two 
days before the arrival of admiral Rodney, monfieur de la Motte 
| Piquet, who was cruifing with four fhips of feventy-four guns, and | 
| two frigates, for the protection of the French trade, fell in with Mt { 
and attacked three Britith thips of war, one of them mounting fixty- y 
four, another fifty, and the third only forty-four guns, the largeft 
| commanded by the honourable captain Cornwallis. Notwathftanding 
| the great difparity both in number and force, the Britifh command- 
er gallantly prepared to receive the enemy’s attack, and to give a 
| new difplay of Britith valour on that element on which it feems pe- 
culiarly deftined to fhine. The engagement began about five in the | 
afternoon, and was continued during the whole night, and part of be 
the following day, when the combatants feparated, as if by mutual 2 | 

| confent, to repair their refpeCtive damages. On the third day in q Ih 
the morning, a Britifh fhip of fixty-four guns, and two frigates, 
having appeared in fight, captain Cornwallis refolutely bore down ik’ 
upon the enemy to bring them again to action: But the French 


{quadron had fuffered fo much in the firft engagement, that monfieur 
de la Motte Piquet declined to renew it, notwithftanding the fupe- 
riority of force he fill poffefled. Alfo, previous to the arrival of 
Vou. II. Mm admiral 
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admiral Rodney, the count de Guichen, with twenty-five fhips of 
the line, eight frigates, and a number of tranfports with troops, had 
appeared before St. Lucie, and difcovered an apparent defign of at- 
tacking it; but after viewing the difpofitions made on fhore, by ge- 
neral Vaughan, and the judicious arrangement of the {quadron under 
admiral Hyde Parker, for repelling the attack, he thought proper to 
return to Martinique, without making the attempt. This vifit was 
returned by fir George Rodney foon after his arrival. On the fe- 
cond of April he failed for Fort Royal Bay, in Martinique, to offer 
battle to the enemy, and approached near enough to exchange fome 
thot with their batteries on fhore. The count de Guichen however 
did not think fit to come out: And admiral Rodney, after remain- 
ing two days before Fort Royal, and endeavouring in vain to pro- 
voke the enemy to an engagement, returned to St. Lucie, leaving 
fome faft-failing veflels to bring the earlieft intelligence of any move- 
ment that fhould be made by them. 

Nothing happened till the fifteenth of April, when, in the middle 
of the night, the count de Guichen came out of Fort Royal harbour, 
and failed with twenty-three fhips of the line, and a number of 
frigates. Immediate intelligence being conveyed to fir George Rod- 
ney, he inftantly put to fea, with twenty fhips of the line. On the 
fixteenth, he got fight of the enemy, and on the feventeenth, after 
various manceuvres practifed on both fides, by the one to elude, and 
by the other to force an engagement, the French fleet was brought 
to action. ‘The firing began about one, and did not ceafe till four 
in the afternoon. The Sandwich, fir George Rodney’s fhip, after 
beating three of the enemy’s fleet in fucceflion, out of the line, en- 
gaged with the Couronne, the count de Guichen’s fhip, fupported 
by two others, the Triumphant and Fendant, and, although alone, 
maintained this unequal combat for an hour and a half, at the end 
of which the French admiral bore away. At this time the enemy 
might 
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might be faid to be completely beaten ; but fuch was the diftance of 

the van and the rear from the centre of the Britifh fleet, and fuch 

the crippled ftate of feveral of the thips, particularly the Sandwich, 

which for twenty-four hours was with difficulty kept above water, 

that an immediate purfuit could not be ordered with any profpect of 
advantage. In the mean time every endeavour was ufed to refit the 

difabled fhips; and on the twentieth, the Britifh commander again 
defcried the enemy. He purfued them, for three days fucceflively, 
but without effe. They ftudioufly avoided an engagement, and 
endeavoured to puth for Fort Royal in Martinique. From this re- 
treat they were however cut off by fir George Rodney, who had 
penetrated their intention in time to counteract it; and they were at 
laft obliged to take fhelter under Guadaloupe. In the a€tion the lofs 
of men on board the Britith fleet amounted to one hundred and 
twenty killed, and three hundred and fifty-three wounded : That of 
the French in killed and wounded was faid to be near one thoufand. 
Although a victory was undoubtedly obtained, it is plain, from the 
Britifh commander’s difpatches, that it was not fo complete as he 
wifhed, and had reafon to expec at the beginning of the action: 
And although blame is not directly imputed to any of the officers 
under him, it is apparent that he thought himfelf not well fup- 
ported by fome of them, Sir George Rodney, finding, from an in- 
effectual purfuit of three days, that it was in vain to follow the ene- 
my any farther, judged it beft, as the next poflible chance of bringing 
them again to action, to be off Fort Royal in Martinique before 
them, the only harbour in the Weft Indies where they could repair 
their damages. To Fort Royal he accordingly directed his courfe, 
and continued to cruife off Martinique, until the condition of fome 
of his own fhips obliged him to return to Gros Iflet Bay in St. Lu- 
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The fick and wounded having beendanded, and the fleet watered. 
and refitted, the Britith commander receiving information by his 
cruifers, on the fixth of May, that the French fleet was approaching 
to windward of Martinique, immediately failed in queft of it with 
nineteen fhips of the line, two fhips of fifty guns, and fome fri- 
gates. After beating to windward for feveral days, he at laft got 
fight of the obje@& of his wifhes: But it was not the intention of 
the count de Guichen to rifque an engagement, and being to wind- 
ward, he had it much in his power to avoidit ; yet not fo effleQually, 
but that the rear of his fleet was brought to action by the van of fir 
George Rodney’s on the fifteenth and nineteenth of May, and on 
both days the advantage was manifeftly on the fide of the latter, 
After the laft of thefe a@tions the French fleet ftood to the northward 
with fuch a prefs of fail, that in three days their whole fleet was out 
of fight. Their fuperiority in failing was fuch, that all further 
purfuit feemed in vain; and fir George Rodney, having been led in 
chafe of them already forty leagues to windward of Martinique, 
proceeded to Barbadoes to refit fuch of his fhips as had been difabled 
in the late engagements. The abfence of the Britifh fleet afforded 
an opportunity to the count de Guichen, which he did not fail to 
embrace, of returning with his fhattered f{quadron to the harbour of 
Fort Royal. 

That fir George Rodney fhould put his fleet in the beft poffible 
ftate, and that he fhould occupy a windward ftation, became the 
more neceflary, in confequence of information, received by him 
about this time, of the approach of a fleet from Spain, which if fuf- 
fered unmolefted to join that of France, would give to the latter a 
dangerous fuperiority. The Spanith fleet, of which he received in- 
formation, had failed from Cadiz on the twenty-eighth of April, 
under the command of Don Jofeph Solano, and confifted of twelve 
fhips 
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fhips of the line, a proportionable number of frigates, and eighty- © H A ?. 
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three tranfports, having on board near twelve thoufand. troops, an Coe 
17% O. 


a confiderable train of artillery: That the Britifh admiral might not 
lofe the opportunity of intercepting this armament, he ufed the 
greateft difpatch in refitting his fleet at Barbadoes; and having put 
to fea as foon as it was in readinefs, cruifed in that latitude, in 
which, according to the information conveyed to him, there was the 
greateft chance of mecting with Don Solano. — But the extreme cau- 
| tion of the latter proved the means of his fafety, and defeated all the 
| attempts of the Britifh admiral to intercept him. Inftead of failing 
| direGly to Fort Royal Bay in Martinique, the appointed place of 
| rendezvous, he kept more to the northward, and ftopped fhort at 


| Guadaloupe, difpatching a frigate to acquaint count de Guichen of 
his arrival, and requefting a jundtion where he then was. The count 
de Guichen, upon receiving this intelligence, immediately failed, 
with eighteen fhips of the line, and keeping to leeward of the 
iflands, joined the Spanifh fquadron under Dominique. 


el 


The combined fleet now pofleffed fo great a fuperiority, that it had 
| nothing to fear from. fir George Rodney; and the land force, that 
| accompanied it, was fo confiderable as to portend ruin to the Britith 


| intereft in the Weft Indies by the fucceflive reduGtion of all the 


iflands. It was generally fuppofed that the conqueft of Jamaica was bie 

the principal obje@ of the Spanifh armament, in effeCting which as 
: the French fleet, without doubt, was to co-operate. But the Spanifh is fh rt 
| troops had. been fo crowded on board the tranfports, that a peftilen- aS 


| tial diftemper broke out among tt them: And it raged with fuch vio- | mie 
lence about the time of their arrival in the Weft Indies, that it be- hi 
| “came neceflary to land the men in order to check its progrefs. For 
this purpofe the combined fleet proceeded to Fort Royal Bay in Mar- 
tinique: And the allies were for a time obliged to fufpend their ope- 
rations. 
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Sir George Rodney having been difappointed in his defign of in- 
tercepting the Spanifh fquadron, returned to Gros Hlet Bay in St. 
Lucie, as the moft convenient ftation for obtaining early intelligence 
of any movement made by the enemy. Although their numbers 
had been leffened by the contagious diftemper, they were full in fuf- 
ficient force to have attempted the conqueft of Jamaica with every 
profpect of fuccefs: But a difference of opinion between the two 
commanders proved fatal to the expedition. After remaining inac-_ 
tive for feveral weeks in the bay of Fort Royal, the combined fleets 
put to fea in the night of the fifth of July, without making fignals 
or fhewing lights, and directed their courfe to Saint Domingo. Here 
they feparated, the count de Guichen with the French fleet putting 
in to Cape Frangois, whilft Don Solano with the Spanith fleet pro- 
ceeded to the Havannah. The count de Guichen remained at Cape 
Francois only until the homeward-bound trade from the French 
iflands had aflembled, when, taking it under his protection, he failed 
diretly for Europe. 

Sir George Rodney probably concluded that the count de Guichen 
only meant to convoy the trade to a certain latitude, and then pro- 
ceed to the continent of America to execute the plan concerted 
with general Wathington; and that he might be in readinefs to 
thwart the count’s operations there, as he had already done in the 
Weft Indies, he failed for New York with eleven hips of the line 
and four frigates, where he arrived in September, as has been 
already related. But the truth was, that the count de Guichen’s fleet 
was not in acondition to execute his part of the plan: His fhips had 
been fo fhattered in his different engagements with fir George Rod- 
ney, that he found it neceflary to return as fpeedily as poflible to 
Europe, to give them a thorough repair. 

In the mean time an incident occurred, which opened more fully 
to the view of the Britifh cabinet, the hoftile defigns of the Dutch, 
So 
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| So long ago as the month of September in the year 1778, a private 
interview had taken place at Aix la Chapelle, between William Lee, 
formerly an alderman of London, and then an agent for the Ame- 
rican congrefs, and John de Neufville, a merchant of Amfterdam, 
acting under powers delegated to him by Van Berkel, grand pen- 
fionary of that city. ‘The object of their interview was to plan the 
outlines of a commercial treaty, which might be proper to be entered 
| into*between the revolted colonies in America and the Seven United 
Provinces: And at the conclufion of their conferences, certain pro- 
vifionary articles were agreed upon, and figned by the refpective 
agents, as thofe upon the bafis of which a treaty might be hereafter 
formed. Duplicates of the articles were tranfmitted both to Holland 
and America; and great fecrecy obferved to prevent the tranfaion 
from coming to the knowledge of the Britifh court. All this was 
done, whilft the Dutch were pretending to a& the part of good and 
faithful allies to the king of Great Britain, and at his requifition 
| formally prohibiting, in appearance, an intercourfe between their fub- 
jects and the revolted colonies: And perhaps it was not their origi- 
nal intention to carry the matter farther, but to fuffer the clandeftine 
commerce between the Dutch dominions and America, to be con- 
ducted agreeably to the provifions of this unfinifhed arrangement, 
during the continuance of the war, at the end of which the pro- 


ceedings of John de Neufville might be either confirmed or dif- 
avowed, as fuited their intereft; and accordingly nothing farther was 
| done towards completing the treaty for near two years. But the 
finances of the congrefs had become deranged, and their paper 
money had been depreciated to fuch an extent, that they faw it 
would be impoffible to maintain, the conteft much longer without 
the aid of a foreign loan, which they found from experience could 
only be negotiated in Holland: And even there the monied men 
were averfe to trufting their property upon fuch fecurity as a people 
could 
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could offer, whofe fovercignty and independence were yet unacknow~ 
ledged by the States General. Befides the general intereft, therefore, 
which the congrefs had in getting the independence of the Ameri- 
can ftates acknowledged by as many of the European powers as pof- 
fible, they had a peculiar intereft in procuring that acknowledg- 
ment from the States General, in order to facilitate the negotiation 
of the propofed loan; and they were encouraged to hope for fuccefs 
in their folicitations to that end, partly from the favourable difpofi- 
tion of the inhabitants of Amfterdam towards their caufe, who had 
already tafted the fweets of the American commerce, and partly 
from the prevalence of a party which the intrigues of the court of 
France had raifed in Holland in oppofition to the Stadtholder and the 
Britith intereft. 

Moved by fuch confiderations, the congrefs in the prefent year ap- 
pointed their late prefident, Henry Laurens, to proceed to Holland as 
their ambaflador, with full powers to bring the commercial treaty toa 
conclufion. Mr. Laurens accordingly embarked at Philadelphia in a 
veflel bound to Holland, carrying with him all the papers that in any 
manner related to the object of his miffion, and particularly the pro- 
vifional commercial articles fettled between William Lee and John 
de Neufville. But the veflel was taken on her paflage to Europe, 
and with her Mr. Laurens and his papers; the box containing them, 
which had been thrown overboard, having been prevented from 
finking by the alertnefs of a Britith feaman. 


Mr. Laurens’s papers having furnithed the Britifh miniftry with 
full evidence of what they had long before fufpedted, the unfriendly 
difpofition of the Dutch, their connexion with the revolted colo- 
nies, and the underhand practices of the penfionary Van Berkel to 
make that connexion ftill clofer; they determined to demand inftant 
{atisfaCtion for the injury. For that purpofe the papers, which af- 
forded the evidence, were tranfmitted to the Britifh ambaflador at 
the 
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the Hague, who was inftructed to prefent a memorial to the States 
General, requiring them to difavow the proceedings of the penfionary 


Van Berkel and his accomplices, and to infli& upon them a punith- 


ment fuitable to the magnitude of their offence; He was further en- 
joined to declare, that, if fatisfaQion in thefe refpedts fhould be either 
refufed or delayed, the States General would be confidered as making 
themfelves parties to the injury, and fuch meafures be purfued as 
the law of nations authorifed for compelling areparation of the 
wrong. ‘The memorial was accordingly prefented ; and no fatisfac- 
tory anfwer being returned by the States General within the time 
expected, the Britifh ambaflador was xecalled from the Hague, and 
on the twentieth of December, letters of reprifal were ordered to be 
iffued againft the Dutch, In the mean time Mr. Laurens, after an 
examination before the fecretaries of flate, was committed on a 
charge of high treafon a clofe prifoner to the Tower of London, 
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French Attempt on the Ifland of er fey —Defeated—Naval Exertions 
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aa CHAP. OSTILITIES againft the Dutch began on the part of Great 


| 
Ay ROOK Sea’ 
me, A , Britain by the detention of fuch of their veflels as were 1n 
Ng r78r. Britith harbours, until it fhould be known in what manner Britifh 


veffels were treated in their ports. The rich harveft expected from 
the capture of the Dutch merchantmen excited a frefh fpirit of en- 
i terprife amongft the Britith fhip-owners : Numerous privateers were 
Bai | |} fitted out; and in a fhort time their trade was ereatly annoyed. 
. ih Meafures were alfo taken, and orders fent to the Britifh commanders 
abroad, for feizing their foreign pofleffions : And fo valuable did the 
Dutch commerce appear in every quarter, that the policy of the 
Britifh miniftry, in peremptorily requiring them to fulfil their engage- 
ments, and thew themfelves either fincere and ufeful allies, or open 
and avowed enemies, feemed fully juftified. 
French at- The French began the year 1781, with renewing their attempt 
ae eae Jen upon the ifland of Jerfey, in which they had failed two years before. 
a The command of the expedition was given to the baron de Rulli- 
court, an officer of courage; but of a temper hot, intra¢table, violent, 
and ferocious. About two thoufand men were afligned for the fer- 
{ vice: And with thefe embarked in tranfports he failed from the coaft 
a) 6 of 
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of France, in dark and ftormy weather, hoping thereby more com- 
pletely to furprife the ifland. Nearly one half of the tranfports 
were obliged to put back in diftrefs to the coaft of France ; but with 
the reft the baron perfifted in his defign, and having pafled the dan- 
gerous fhoals of La Roque Platte, where feveral of his veflels were 
wrecked, and a number of his troops loft, he landed unperceived in 
the night of the fixth of January, with eight hundred men, at a 
place called the Baue de Violet. From thence he marched during 
the night to St. Helier’s, the capital of the ifland, and early in the 
morning feizing the avenues, was in poffeffion of the town before 
the inhabitants were aware of his landing. Not long after the 
French reached St. Helier’s, major Corbet, the licutenant-governor, 
was made a prifoner; but not, it feems, till he had an opportunity of 
difpatching meflengers to give the alarm at the other ftations occu- 
pied by the troops affigned for the defence of the ifland. The lieu- 
tenant-governor being a prifoner, the baron de Rullicourt required 
him to fign a capitulation for the furrender of the ifland, threaten- 
ing, if he refufed, to reduce the town of St. Helier’s to afhes, and 
put the inhabitants to the fword. To avoid fuch dreadful confe- 
quences, major Corbet too eafily thought fit to comply, after having 
in vain reprefented, that no act done by him whilft a prifoner could 
be binding, either upon the troops or inhabitants. Elizabeth Caftle 
was then fummoned to furrender under the terms of the capitulation ; 
but captain Aylward, who commanded, affifted by captain Mulcaf- 
ter, of the engineers, peremptorily refufed: And the French, who 
had advanced to the gate, placing the lieutenant-governor in their 
front, were fired upon and compelled to retire. 

In the mean time major Pierfon, upon whom the command of the 
troops devolved, after the lieutenant-governor became a prifoner, 
having collected them from their different ftations, and aflembled as 
many of the militia as could be got together, advanced againft the 
Nn 2 town, 
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. Dede town, and feized the heights adjoining to it. Whilft he lay in this 


Rae cae fituation he received a fummons to furrender, agreeably to the capitu- 
eke lation; to which he gallantly anfwered, that unlefs the French them- 
{elves laid down their arms, and furrendered within twenty minutes, 
Vi. ql they might expect to be attacked. An able difpofition of his troops 
ie i was accordingly made; and at the end of that time, the town being 

. affaulted on all fides, the French were fo fiercely charged, that they 
retreated from every quarter to the market-place. Here, their force 
being concentered, the action was renewed with frefh vigour under 
the eye of their general, who, divefting himfelf of the magnanimity 
I) attached to the character of an officer, and even of the feelings be- 
ie longing to a man, kept by his fide the lieutenant-governor during 
the heat of the battle, expofing him, although a prifoner, to the fire 


bik of the Britifh troops. But at length, the baron de Rullicourt received 
HI ; 4 mortal wound: When the fecond in command, feeing his troops 
i i unable any longer to withftand the impetuofity of the aflailants, and 


Gefeated. his own fituation hopelefs, requefted the lieutenant-governor to re- 
fume his authority, and accept the fubmiflion of him and his troops 
: as prifoners of war. In the attack of St. Helier’s, the lofs of the 
iy aflailants was not fo great as might have been expected: Of the Bri- 
ey ae) tith regulars twelve only were killed, and thirty-fix wounded ; and 
of the militia four were killed, and twenty-nine wounded. But the 
death of the brave major Pierfon, who fell at the end of the action 
and in the moment of complete victory, filled every one with re- 
egret. To his gallantry and good conduct, and to the brave. exer- 
Hons of the officers and troops under him, his country was indebted 
on the prefent occafion for the fafety of Jerfey. Although moft of - 
the troops were new levies, they fought with the firmneds of vete- 
rans: And the lofs fufained by the militia fhews that they were en- 
titled to a full fhare of merit for the fuccefs of the day. Of the 
enemy not one efcaped, all who furvived the a@tion being made pri- 
4 foners; 
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foners of war. In this manner ended the fecond expedition under- 
taken by the French againft the ifland of Jerfey, under all its circum- 
ftances more difaftrous to them than the firft. 

In themean time they were ftraining every nerve to place their 
marine upon a more refpectable footing, and to fit out fuch a fleet as 
might give them a decided fuperiority in the Weft Indies during the 
following fummer: Whilft the Britith miniftry on the other hand 
exerted themfelves not leis ftrenuoufly, to equip fuch a force as 
might be adequate to the various fervices which the war in its exten- 
fion required them to provide for. That which was the moft prefl- 
ing, and demanded their immediate attention, was the relief of the 
garrifon of Gibraltar, more endangered by the want of fupplies, in 
confequence of the blockade, than by the tremendous fire from the 
enemy’s batteries. Gibraltar having received no fupplies fince thofe 
conveyed by fir George Rodney in the beginning of the preceding 
year, both the garrifon and inhabitants were at this time in the ut- 
moft diftrefs for want of provifions. The allowance to the garrifon 
had been reduced to a pound and a half in the week of falted meat 
for each man, which at length became fo bad as to be {carcely eat- 
able. Frefh provifions, when they could be procured, fold at the 
moft enormous prices: Pigs at two guineas, turkies at three, geefe 
at thirty fhillings, fowls and ducks at ten fhillings, damaged bifcuit 
at a fhilling the pound, peafe at eighteen-pence; and all other ne- 
ceffaries in proportion, Fuel was fo fcarce, that it was with diffi- 
Thefe diftrefles 
were known in England: The neceffity of attempting to relieve the 
garrifon was of courfe urgent ; but the difficulty of accomplifhing it 
was great. The Spanifh fleet, under Don Louis de Cordova, had or- 
ders to cruife upon the coaft of Portugal, and was reprefented to con- 
fit of thirty fhips of the line: A French fleet, not much inferior, 
was almoft in readinefs to put to fea from Breft; and all the force, 


which 


culty enough was found for drefling their victuals. 


. 

. Ye 4 
* | 

ee ee he a 


ite On aeit + Fhe 


aie 
CHAP, 
eal. 
an aie 


1791. 


Naval exer- 

tions of both 
France and 
Britain. tt a 


» J 


“i 4 
7 ee 


Teh oe 


Ne, fies @ eee es 
¥ 5 aE WSO tS a cae aes Ble oe 
4m 2 ot a De all ‘ 


Py 
> 


ETS TO RyesO eT TLE 


o 


ey 


ee which the Britith miniftry could fpare from other fervices for the re- 
5 lief of Gibraltar,: confifted only of twenty-eight fhips of the line. 
ta en Thefe, however, were commanded by the admirals Darby, Digby, 
| and Rofs, all of them officers of great profeffional reputation. With 
‘ é this fleet admiral Darby failed from Portfmouth on the thirteenth of 
March, taking under his convoy the trade bound to the Eaft and 
Weft Indies; and having touched at Cork to receive the tranfports 
with provifions, and afterwards conduéted the outward-bound trade 
as far as was thought neceflary, he left them to purfue their voyage, 
and fteered direétly for the bay of Cadiz; into the harbour of which 
ei Don Louis de Cordova, upon receiving intelligence of admiral Dar- 
by’s approach, had thought fit to retire with the Spanith fleet, with- 

out daring to rifque an engagement. Whilft admiral Darby cruifed 

off Cadiz and the mouth of the Straits, keeping the Spanish fleet in 

Reich of POEs the tranfports with the provifions and ftores proceeded to the 
Gibraltar. place of their deftination, under the convoy of the divifion of the 

Britith fleet commanded by admiral fir John Lockhart Rofs: And 

, thus, to the utter mortification of Spain, Gibraltar was a fecond time 
Wa relieved, and fupplied with every thing neceflary for fuftaining the 
Ah ‘ flege. 
ut Whilft the Britith fleet was abfent on this fervice, that of France 
deftined for the Weft India ftation, and confifting of twenty-one 
fhips of the line, failed from Breft under the command of the count 
de Graffe. "The French poffeffions in that quarter, from the infe- 
riority of the fquadron left for their protection by the‘count de Gui- 
chen when he returned to France at the end of the receding fum- 
mer, had been expofed to the attempts of the Britith commanders 
during the winter, and probably fome of them owed their fafety to 
the war with Holland. Sir George Rodney, after rgnaining at New 
York until the hurricane feafon was over, returned to the Weft In- 
dies towards the clofe of the former year, and in conjunction with 
) general 
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general Vaughan was meditating a defcent upon fome of the French 
iffands, when he received information of the rupture with the Dutch, 
| and inftru€tions to commence hoftilities againft their Weft India pof- 
feffions. Of thefe the little ifland of St. Euftatius claimed the firft 


attention, not from its intrinfic value, but as being a general depot 


of merchandife, from whence not only the American colonies, but 
| the French iflands alfo, derived confiderable fupplies: And it was the 
more obnoxious to Britifh vengeance, that the commerce between it 
and the American colonies, connived at by the States General, was 
the original caufe of difference between the two nations, which at 
laft produced an open rupture. Of {mall extent, of barren foil, and 
without any native produétions of value, the ifland of St. Euftatius 
was of no importance, except from its commerce. Being a free 
port, it was inhabited by peuple of all nations, who reforted thither 
for the fake of carrying on commerce with their refpeCtive countries; 
and during the prefent war, from the great demands for merchandife 
of all kinds in America, the trade of the ifland had increafed to an 
amazing extent. So confiderable was the importation of merchan- 
dife into St. Euftatius, that the bulkier articles, for want of room in 
the warehoufes, lay in the ftreets. The whole ifland was a kind of 
| natural fortification, with only one convenient landing-place; but 
nothing had been done towards improving thofe defenfive advan- 


| tages, nor was it even provided with any thing like a fuflicient gar- 
| rifon. Such was the fituation of St. Euftatius, when fir George 
| Rodney and general Vaughan, on the third of February, appeared 
before it with a force of fhips and troops more proportioned to the 
importance than to the difficulty of the acquifition, A fummons 


was immediately fent to the governor, requiring him to furrender the 
ifland; with which, knowing its defencelefs ftate, and his utter in- 
ability to make any effeCtual refiftance, he thought it prudent with- 
out delay to comply: And thus the ifland of St, Euftatius, with all 
its 


279 


Ce aA P: 
XXXIX. 


February. 


=o 


nae se ee 
ae os 


aa 
“r 
a, 


—— 


aSo 


CREIeAM PE: 
SOOX TEX, 
es pre 
1781. 
Capture of 
the Dutch 
iflandSt. Eu- 
ftatius; 


HISTORY OF THE 


sts ftores of merchandife, was furrendered at difcretion to the Britifh 
navy and army. The value of the merchandife thus furrendered 
was fuppofed to amount to four millions ; and whatever parts of it 
belonged to the Dutch, the French, or the Americans, unqueftion- 
ably became lawful prize to the captors. But feveral Britifh agents 
having fettled there for the purpofe, as they pretended, of purchafing 
American produce under the implied fanction of an act of parlia- 
ment, it became a queftion, whether the property of fuch perfons, 
confidered as inhabitants of St. Euftatius, was or was not fubject to 
confifcation. Perhaps fome diftin@tion ought to have been made be- 
tween thofe Britifh agents, who had bona fide fettled in St. Euftatius 
for the purpofe aforefaid, and thofe who were alfo concerned in car~ 
rying on an illegal intercourfe, either with the revolted fubjeéts of 
Great Britain, or her open and avowed enemies ; and poffibly it was 
not an eafy matter to make the proper difcrimination. However 
this might be, the proceedings of the Britifh commanders with re- 
{pect to the property of fuch perfons, became afterwards the fubje& 
of much controverfy in the courts of law, and of great vexation to 
the captors themfelves, in confequence of the oppofite decifions given 
by fome of the tribunals before whom the St. Euftatius prize caufes 
were fucceflively carried. 

A Dutch frigate of thirty-fix guns, five fhips of war of inferior 
force, and more than one hundred and fifty fail of merchantmen, 
were taken in the bay; and a fleet of thirty fhips richly laden, 
which had failed from St. Euftatius for Holland two days before its 
capture, were purfued, overtaken, and brought back, together with 
their convoy, a fhip of fixty guns, commanded by an admiral, 
The furrender of St, Euftatius was followed by that of the iflands of 
St, Martin and Saba in its vicinity ; and the Dutch’ colours having 
been kept flying upon the forts of the captured iflands for fome 
sime after the furrender, a number of French, American, and Dutch 
vellels 


AMERICAN WAR. 


veflels were decoyed by the {nare, and became an eafy prey to the 
new pofleffors. 

After the capture of St. Euftatius, general Goupebay: gover- 
nor of Barbadoes,, fent a fummons, by captain Pender, of his ma- 
jefty’s floop Barbuda, to the inhabitants. of the Dutch fettlements 
upon the Spanifh maim bordering on the river Deets and Iife- 
quibo, informing them of that event, and requiring them to fur- 
render to his majefty’s arms. .Thefe were new fettlements, but from 
the richnefs of their foil of great future expectation. Being totally 
unprovided for defence, the inhabitants, in anfwer to the fummons, 
fent a deputation to governor Cunningham, with an offer to fur- 
render upon the fuppofed terms granted to St. Euftatius. In the 
mean time a {quadron of Britith privateers, chiefly belonging to the 
port of Briftol, upon hearing of the Dutch war, united their force, 
and boldly entering the rivers Demarary and Iflequibo, cut out even 
from under the Dutch forts and batteries, and brought off, almoft all 
the Dutch fhips of value in either river. The deputies fent from thefe 
fettlements to governor Gunningham, of Barbadoes, were by him 
referred to fir George Rodney and general Vaughan at St. Euftatius, 


who difdaining to take any advantage of the improvident offer of the 


inhabitants to fhare the fame fate as the people of St. Euftatius,. 


and thinking that a line of diftin¢tion ought to be drawn between 
the inhabitants. of thofe Dutch colonies, who, previoufly to the com- 
mencement of hoftilities againft Holland, had openly affifted the ene- 
mies of Great Britain, in violation of the treaties: fubfifting between 
the two nations, and fuch as, occupied in their own domettic affairs, 
had given no fuch provocation, granted to the deputies, terms of 
capitulation fuficiently liberal, by which the inhabitants of thofe 
fettlements were fecured in the full pofleflion of their civil govern- 
ment and private property. 
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Whilft fir George Rodney remained at St. Euftatius, and before 
he had finifhed the variety of bufinefs in which he was involved, by 
the capture of that ifland, the difpofal of the merchandife found in it, 
and the claims of the Britith merchants, advice was brought to him of 
the failing of count de Graffe from Breft, with the French fleet deftined 
for the Weft Indies. Upon receiving this intelligence, fir Samuel 
Hood and rear-admiral Drake were immediately difpatched to wind- 
ward with cighteen fhips of the line, to endeavour to intercept and 
bring the count de Graffe to a€tion, before his force was increafed 
by the junction of the French fquadron already at Martinique. 
Thefe admirals accordingly proceeded to Fort Royal Bay, off which 
they cruized until the twenty-eighth of April, when the advanced 
{hips announced by fignal the approach of the French fleet. A ge- 
neral chafe to windward was immediately ordered, and the line of 
battle a-head formed, which was continued during the whole night, 
in order more effectually to cut off the French fleet from the harbour 
of Fort Royal. In the morning the French fleet was {till to wind- 
ward, and the convoy clofe in with the land: It was of courfe in the 
power of the count de Graffe, by bearing down, to engage when he 
pleafed; but he kept at a diftance, and avoided an engagement. 
Every exertion was made by the Britifh commanders to bring him 
to action, and in the courfe of the various evolutions practifed by 
them with this intention, the French fquadron in Fort Royal Bay un- 
fortunately found an opportunity of coming out and joining their 
admiral. By the junétion, he acquired a fuperiority of force over 
the Britith fleet, in the proportion of twenty-four to eighteen, but 
fill avoided a clofe engagement. The endeavours of the}Britith 
commanders to come up with him were neverthelefs unremittingly 
continued; and they fo far fucceeded, as to bring on a partial ac- 
tion, Only the van and fome fhips of the centre of the Britith fleet 
could 
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eould get near enough to engage; and in their ftruggles to clofe CEA, 
with the enemy, they were for a confiderable time expofed toa i tad 

1790 


great fuperiority of fire, and fuftained much damage. The lofs of 
men was not great; but at the end of the engagement, which lafted 
about three hours, the Ruflel was found to have received fo many 
fhots between wind and water, that fhe was obliged to bear away for 
the ifland of St. Euftatius to refit: Four other hips were alfo much 
difabled. The enemy did not efcape without damage; but their 
fuperiority of force ftill remained. The next morning fir Samuel 
Hood endeavoured to gain the wind of the enemy, that he might 
engage with lefs difadvantage; but it was to no purpofe. At laft, 
finding all his efforts ineffe€tual, and feveral of his thips fo crippled 
as to be untit for immediate action, he bore away for Antigua to get 
them refitted, and was followed by the count de Grafle, with the 
whole French fleet. The next day fome fhips in the rear of the 
Britifh fleet being in danger of being cut off, fir Samuel Hood bore 
down with the van and centre for their protection, and made fo re- 
folute a ftand, that the count de Grafie, notwithftanding his great 
{uperiority, did not dare to perfift in the attempt; but foon after- 
wards gave over the purfuit, and returned to Martinique. 

Whilft the Britith fleet proceeded to Antigua to refit, an attempt was 
made by the French to regain poflesfion of the ifland of St. Lucie. In 
the night between the tenth and eleventh of May, a force from Mar- 
tinique, commanded by the vifcount Damas, acting under the orders 
of the marquis de Bouille, who accompanied him, landed upon the 
ifland in three different places, and early the next morning furprifed 
the town of Gros Iflet, and made prifoners fome fick of the forty- 
fixth regiment that were in the hofpital. Pigeon Ifland, which 
commanded the anchorage-ground in Gros Iflet Bay, and was garri- 
foned by a company of the eighty-feventh regiment, under the com- 
mand of captain Campbell, and fome feamen under the direction of 
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lieutenant Miller; of the navy, was immediately fummoned to fur- 
render, with a threat, that the earrifon, in cale of refufal, might ex- 
pect to fuffer all the feverities authorifed by the laws of war: But 
captain Campbell, the commanding officer, bravely bid defiance to 
the enemy, and refolved to defend his poft to the laft extremity. 
On the day after the landing of the troops, the count de Grafle ap- 
peared with twenty-five fhips of the line, and ftood in for Gros 
Iflet Bay, as if with intention to anchor; but was foon obliged to 
alter his defign, and fall to leeward, in confequence of a well-di- 
re€ted fire from the batteries on Pigeon Ifland. In the mean time 
general St. Leger, who commanded at St. Lucie, had made a moft 
judicious difpofition of his little force for the defence of the ifland: 
And the fortunate arrival of a frigate and two floops of war, fup- 
plied him with a reinforcement of feamen to affift in manning the 
batteries. So determined an appearance of refiftance entirely difcon- 
certed the views of the French commanders, who: had expeCted an 
eafy conqueft. The enterprife was’ in confequence abandoned ; 
Their troops were re-embarked in the night: And the next morning 
their whole fleet returned to Martinique. 

This fruitlefs attempt upon St. Lucie was followed by another 
avainft the ifland of Tobago, which proved more fucceisful. A {mall 
fquadron of fhips from Martinique appeared before it on the 
twenty-third of May, having on board twelve hundred troops, 
under the command of the fieur Blanchelande, governor of St. Vin- 
cent’s, who effected a landing the next day. “The whole force that 
could be collected’ for the defence of the ifland, did not exceed five 
hundred men of all denominations, including régulars, militia, and 
fome armed negroes. With thefe governor Fergufon took a ftrong 
pofition on Mount Concordia, having firft difpatched an advice-boat 
to Barbadoes,’ with intelligence of the attacks ~ Mount Concordia 
was ati eligible fituation, becaufe from thence both fides of the ifland 

might 
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might be diftin@ly. feen; and in this Belfer the governor, and 
major Stanhope, who commanded the regular troops, defended 
themfelves until the firft of June.. Immediately after the landing of 


the French troops, a fummons was fent to the governor to ebcseeiine 


the ifland, and an offer was made to grant the moft favourable terms ; 


Gin 


XXXIX. 
Uae yaaa] 
1731 


June. 


but both were inftantly rejeéted. Threats were then made, that ‘ 


unlefs the militia returned to their homes, their plantations would 
be burnt: But thefe alfo were difregarded. The fieur Blanchelande, 
feeing fuch a thew of refiftance, difpatched a veflel to M artinique, 
requefting a reinforcement. His requeft was inftantly complied 
with: Anda powerful reinforcement, commanded by the marquis de 
Bouillé in perfon, and accompanied by the count de Grafle, with the 
whole French fleet of twenty-five fhips of the line, arrived at To- 
bago on the thirty-firft of May. Upon the arrival of the French 
fleet with this reinforcement, a council of war was held between the 
governor and his garrifon: And the engineers being of opinion that 
Mount Concordia was no longer tenable againft fo fuperior force, a 
refolution was unanimoufly taken to retreat to a full ftronger pofi- 
tion upon the main ridge, the approach to which was by a road of 
fome miles in length, fo narrow that two men could not walk 
abreaft, and inacceffible’ on each fide by impenetrable forefts. In 
purfuance of this refolution the earrifon left Mount Concordia at 


one in the morning of the firft of June, unperceived by the enemy, 


‘and without moleftation reached the defile leading to the maint ridge 


before eight. 

No movement perhaps was ever more critically executed, prepa. 
tions having been made by the enemy for ftorming the Britifh lines 
at Mount Concordia on the fame morning on which the garrifon had 


evacuated them. And as the marquis de Bouille, in confequence of 


Tol 


the great fuperiority of his force, entertained no doubt of the uc. 
cefs of the attack; fo his difappointment was extreme, upon finding 
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that the garrifon had efcaped to an inacceflible part of the ifland, 
where his own numbers could not avail, and where they might de- 
fend themfelves with eafe againft any force, fo long as their provifions 
lafted. His chagrin on this occafion feems to have betrayed him into 
unufual aéts of feverity, inconfiftent with his former character for 
lenity and moderation. Fearful left the garrifon fhould hold out 
until the arrival of the Britifh fleet, which might fruftrate the whole 
expedition, he began to execute the threats made by the fieur 
Blanchelande. Two of the neareft plantations were immediately fet 
on fire: An order was iffued to burn four more within the {pace of 
four hours; and a flag of truce was fent to acquaint the governor 
and inhabitants, that the like execution would be repeated every four 
hours, until the ifland fhould be furrendered. 

Thefe ruinous devaftations overcame the firmnefs of the militia. 
To fave their property, they determined to capitulate ; and in this 
determination they were joined by the commanding officer of the 
troops. It was in vain that the governor reprefented the natural 
ftrength of the poft which they now occupied, and urged them to 
perfift in the defence of the ifland until the Britifh fleet fhould come 
to their relief. ‘They had already held out for more than a week 
againft avery fuperior force, in daily expectation of relief: They had 
alfo by this time received information that a reinforcement coming 
to their affiftance had been obliged to put back on account of the ar- 
rival of the French fleet. They defpaired of further relief; and 
they faw their habitations in flames. Under fuch circumftances no 
remonftrances of the governor could prevail ; and in order to obtain 
better terms for the inhabitants, he was at laft obliged to yield, and 
join in a meafure which he could no longer prevent. A treaty for a 
capitulation was entered upon, and terms were obtained for the inha- 
bitants, not lefs beneficial than thofe granted to the inhabitants of 


Dominica. The difference of opinion, that had taken place between 
the 
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the governor and the commanding officer of the troops, was the 
caufe of their aQting feparately in the treaty opened with the marquis 
de Bouillé; the terms which refpected the inhabitants being fettled by 
the governor with their concurrence, and thofe regarding the regular 
troops by major Stanhope, without the participation of the go- 
vernor, 

In the mean time the fhips of the Britith fleet, that had been dif- 
abled in the late aGtions between vice-admiral fir Samuel Hood and 
the count de Grafle, having been repaired, and fir George Rodney 
having as expeditioufly as poffible joined the vice-admiral with 
fuch fhips as had remained with him at St. Euftatius, the whole fleet, 
then amounting to twenty fhips of the line, proceeded under his 
command to Barbadoes, where it arrived on the twenty-third of May, 
the fame day on which the French armament had firft appeared off 
Tobago. Governor Fergufon’s difpatch-boat with advice of that ar- 
mament, and the attack on Tobago, reached Barbadoes early in the 
morning of the twenty-feventh ; and on the following day, admiral 
Drake was difpatched to its relief, with fix fhips of the line, three 
frigates, and fome tranfports, having on board the fixty-ninth regi- 
ment, and two companies of other regiments, under the command 
of brigadier-general Skeene. This was the reinforcement of which 
the governor and inhabitants of Tobago had received intelligence : 
But the previous arrival of the whole French fleet prevented it from 
landing. As foon as admiral Drake difcovered the enemy’s fleet 
lying between him and the ifland, he returned to Barbadoes, in pur- 
fuance of his orders, not to rifque his fquadron againft a fuperiog 
force. Sir George Rodney now put to fea with the whole fleet ; 
but before he reached Tobago, the ifland had furrendered. 

A train of unfortunate circumftances feems to have led to this 
event. The ifland might probably have been faved, had fir George 
Rodney failed with his whole fleet to its relief as foon as he was ap- 
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inhabitants, that admiral Drake was on his pa 
ment, rendered the difappointment greater, when they found that 
he was obliged to put back, and, added to the burning of their plant- 
ations, threw them into a fate of defpair. But even after all thofe 
unlucky circumftances, had there been a more cordial co-operation 
between the governor and the commander of the troops, it is poflible 
that the militia, after the exertions already made by them, might 
have been prevailed upon to hold out longer: Or even if the militia 
were determined in all events to furrender, fuch was the nature of 
he defile, according to governor Fergufon’s defcription, that the re- 
ulars themfelves might have defended it againft any force, until the | 
arrival of fir George Rodney. On the fecond of June, the capitu- 
lation for Tobago was figned; and on the fourth fir George Rod- 
ney with the Britith fleet appeared in fight of it. 
The Britith admiral, after receiving intelligence of the furrender, 
food to the northward, and on the fifth of June came in fight of 
the French fleet lying to leeward between him and the Grenadilles. 
Towards the evening the two fleets, fteering both the fame courfe, ap- 
proached each other. Sir George Rodney, however, although to. 
windward, did not think fit to bear down upon the enemy, left he 
fhould have got entangled amongft the iflands of the Grenadilles, 
and by the currents been driven to leeward into the channel between 
Grenada and the Spanifh main; whilft the French fleet could fhelter 
+tfelf in the harbours and under the batteries of that ifland, and thus 
gaining a windward fituation, endanger the fafety of Barbadoes be- 
fore the Britifh fleet could beat up to its affiftance. But, as he 
trufted that the French, from their fuperiority, might be induced to 
follow him, and thus beled into a track where there would be more 
fea-room and lefs danger of being driven to leeward, he kept on his 
B courfe 
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courfe to windward of St. Vincent’s, and gave orders for all the ee oar: 


lights of his fleet to be made as con{picuous as poffible Utne ie ey 


night, that the enemy, if they were difpofed to engage, might know 
that their withes in the morning would not be difappointed: In the 
morning, however, the enemy’s fleet was not to be feen. In the 
night it had tacked and fteered for Courland Bay, in Tobago ; and 
during the remainder of the fummer, the count de Grafle, notwith- 
{tanding his fuperiority of five thips of the line, cautioufly avoided 
to rifque a general engagement. 
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Reduttion of Penfacola by the Spaniards—The combined Fleets of 
France and Spain, to the Amount of feventy Sail, threaten Deftruc- 
lion to the marine Force of England—T he Britifo Admiral, with 
twenty-one Ships of the Line, prudently retires into Torbay—where 
the Enemy do not think it advifable io attack him—Caufes why 
the Gombined Fleets enjoyed a temporary Superiority over that of 
Great Britain—<ACchon between a Britifb and a Dutch Fleet, near 
the Dogger Bank—Britifo Armament ent againft the Dutch Setile- 
ment at the Cape of Good Hope—attacked by the French Admiral 

Ni | Suffrein—The. Dutch Garrifon.at ihe Cape reinforced by the French 

"a —Commodore “fohnfione makes Prizes of four Dutch Eaft India- 

: men—The Britifo Armament under General Meadows fails for the 

ae Eaft Indies—Invajion of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally—Defeat and 

W a Difafter of a Britifhb Detachment under Colonel Baillie—Ravages 

committed in the Carnatic by Hyder Ally—The Command of the 

Britifb Army in the Prefidency of Madras committed to Sir Eyre 

Coote—Operaiions of the Britifo Fleet in India. 


Con Ane WHst the French were thus availing themfelves of the em- 
i - = ; barrafled ftate of Great Britain, to wreft from her her Weft- 
1781. Tndia iflands, the Spaniards were employed upon the continent. of 
America, in recovering the potleflions which had been taken from 

them in the former war. In each of the two preceding years, as 

we have already feen, they had conquered a part of Welt Florida ; 

and in the prefent year the conquelt of the whole province was at- 

chieved 
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chieved by the reduction of Penfacola. Don Bernardo de Galvez,intent 
on making this conqueft, went from New Orleans to the Havannah, in 
the fall of the preceding year, to folicit a force that might be adequate to 
the purpofe. In confequence of his Sunes. the ae, tion was 

indertaken, but the firft fleet that failed was difperfed by a ftorm, fome 
of the fhips loft, and the reft obliged to return in diftrefs. The 
perfeverance of Don Bernardo de Galvez was however not to be 
conquered. Another armament was got ready with all expedition. 
A land-force, amounting to five or fix thoufand men, with a large 
train of artillery, was embarked on board tran{ports; and the whole, 
under the convoy of fome fhips of war, having failed from the 
Havannah in the month of February, arrived in fafety off the bar of 
Penfacola on the ninth of March. 

General Campbell ftill commanded the Britifh troops in Weft Flo- 
rida: But, reduced as they had been by the capture of lieutenant- 
colonel Dickfon’s detachment on the Miffiffippi, and the garrifon 
under captain Durnford at Mobille, they did not at ie ae exceed 
nine hundred and fifty men, confifting of Britifh regulars, German 
auxiliaries, part of two provincial regiments, and igs, militia. 

Notwithftanding the great difparity of force between the befiegers 
and the garrifon, the Spanifh general thought ft to fend for a rein- 
forcement. In the mean time the troops that he had with him were 
landed, and the Britifh works at Penfacola regularly invefted. After 
fome time the expected fuccours arrived, part of the Spanith gar- 
rifon of Mobille having marched acrofs the country to join in the 
fiege, and a fleet of fifteen fhips of the line, under the command 
of Don Solano, having arrived from the Havannah, with an addi- 
tional land force of three thoufand men. Although the defence 
made by the garrifon was brave and fpirited, and the progrefs of 
the befiegers hitherto proportionably flow ; it was apparent, from the 
force with which it was invefted, that the place muft ultimately fall 
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But its fate was unexpectedly precipitated by the bafenefs and perfidy 
of atraitor. A man of the name of Cannon, formerly an officer in 
one of the provincial regiments in garrifon at Penfacola, had been broke 
the year before by a court-martial for ungentlemanlike behaviour, 
and retired to the Creek country among the Indians, whence he 
returned as foon as he heard of the landing of the Spaniards, and 
joined them on the fifth of April. By him they were made minute- 
ly acquainted with the ftate and fituation of all the Britifh works, 
and were thus enabled to dire€t their fire towards thofe quarters 
where it was likely to produce the greateft effet. Indefatigable in 
his traiterous purpofe, he ufed to climb to the top of a tall pine- 
tree, commanding a view of the Britifh works, from whence he 
was enabled to inform the Spanifh bombardiers where the fhells dif- 
charged from their mortars took effet, and whether near or at a 
diftance from the Britifh magazines. ‘Thus inftructed, and improved 
by repeated trials, they acquired fuch a knowledge as at length enabled 
them to do fatal execution. On the morning of the eighth of May, 
a fhell burfting at the door of a magazine in one of the advanced 
works, fet fire to the powder within, which in an inftant reduced 
the whole redoubt to a heap of rubbifh. By the explofion feventy- 
fix of the garrifon loft their lives, and twenty-four were badly 
wounded. The enemy immediately advanced to take advantage of 
the confufion ; but were repulfed in their firftatcempt by thefire from 
two flank works, which had been added to the redoubt after the 
commencement of the fiege, and which fortunately were not in- 
jured by the blowing-up of the magazine. ‘This repulfe procured 
a fhort refpite to the garrifon, during which thofe who had been 
wounded by the explofion were carried off, fome of the cannon re- 
raoved from the flank works, which it was now judged neceflary to 
evacuate, and the reft {piked up. The enemy, however, again ad- 


wanced in greater force, and under cover of the flank works, which 
2, had 
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had been abandoned, kept up fo hot a fire of mufquetry upon ano- © H 
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ther redoubt, that the men could no longer ftand to their guns, W+— 


There was alfo, it feems, a fcarcity of ordnance fhot in the garri- 
fon, from the great number that had been already expended. Under 
thefe circumftances general Campbell thought fit to capitulate ; 
and thus the province of Weft Florida was once more re-annexed 
to the Spanifh dominions. 

In thefe military operations abroad the French and Spaniards acted 
feparately, but in Europe they undertook a joint expedition againft 
the ifland of Minorca. The plan of the expedition had been laid 
in the beginning of the year; but the neceflary preparations delayed 
the execution of it until the middle of fummer. After the return 
of the Britifh fleet from conveying fupplies to Gibraltar, and whilft 
it cruized near our own coafts, for the protection of the homeward- 
bound trade, a French fleet of eighteen fhips of the line failed from 
Breft towards the end of June, and in the following month joined 
the Spanifh fleet at Cadiz. At Cadiz was prepared the principal ar- 
mament deftined againft Minorca: It confifted of ten thoufand men, 
with a fuitable train of artillery, and was commanded by the duke 
de Crillon, a French general of great reputation. When every thing 
was in readinefs, the armament failed about the end of July, under 
the convoy of the combined fleets, and being accompanied by them 
as far as any danger was to be apprehended, arrived in fafety at 
Minorca. On the twentieth of Auguft the Spanith troops were 
landed, and being foon afterwards joined by fix thoufand French 
from Toulon, St. Philip’s Caftle, the principal fortrefs of the ifland, 


was regularly invefted: But, as the duration of the fieze was pro-, 


trated, in confequence of the brave defence made by the garrifon, 
until the month of February 1782, the account of its progrefs and 
termination will more properly belong to the tranfaGtions of that 
year. 
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The com- 
bined fleets 
of France and 
Spain, to the 
amount of fe- 
venty fail, 
threaten de- 
ftruction to 
the marine 
force of Eng- 


land. 


The Britifh 
admiral, with 
twenty-one 
fhips of the 
line, prudent- 
ly retires into 


Torbay, 


where the 
enemy do not 
think is ad- 
vifable to 
attack him. 
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The combined fleets having convoyed the armament againft Mi-~ 
norca as far as the ftraits of Gibraltar, and feen it fafely into the 
Mediterranean, altered their courfe, and failed for the coaft of Eng- 
land, with orders to fight the Britifh fleet. Arriving off the mouth 
of the channel, they extended themfelves in a line acrofs it from the 
iflands of Scilly to Ufhant, amounting in all to feventy fail, fifty of 
them being of the line, and fome of thefe of the largeft'rate. The 
attention of all Europe was again dire@ted to the operations of fo 
powerful a fleet, and the deftruction of the marine force of England 
was confidently expeéted: But the race 1s not always to the {wift, 
nor the battle to the ftrong. Admiral Darby, who was then cruizing 
in the channel, with only twenty-one fhips of the line, having for- 
tunately met with a neutral veffel that had pafled through the com- 
bined fleets a few days before, received from her information of their 
approach, as well as of their great ftrength, and prudently with-. 
drew into Torbay, to wait for a reinforcement. In this fituation 
the enemy, vaft as their fuperiority was, and although their orders 
were to fight, did not dare to attack him. The count de Guichen, 
who commanded the French fleet, and Don Vincent de Dos, the 
fecond.in command of the Spanith fleet, were eager to make the 
attempt, but in a council of war, held for deliberating on the fub- 
je&t, their opinions were over-ruled by a great majority. The de- 
fign of attacking admiral Darby in Torbay being given up, the com- 
mandersofthe combined fleets next turned their whole attention to in- 
tercepting the homeward-bound Britifh trade, but met with no fuccefs. 
The crews of their fhips being fickly, and their fhips themfelves in 
bad condition, the ftormy month of September quickly obliged them 
to put an end to their cruize. | Early in that month they feparated, 
the fleet of France fteering for Breft,.and that of Spain for Cadiz, 
where they feverally arrived much {hattered and difabled.’ In the 
mean time great apprehenfions were entertained in England for the 


; fafety 
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fafety of the homeward-bound convoys, more efpecially as admiral © ae P, 
Darby was prevented from failing by contrary winds, for fome time —~—~ 
after he received his reinforcements: But fortunately none of the Hiog 
merchant fleets that were expected, arrived upon the coaft until after 

the combined fleets had feparated and returned to port; and by the 

time of their arrival, admiral Darby, with thirty fhips of the line, 

was at fea for their protection. 


By the various fervices, upon which, in confequence of the ex- Caufes why 
the combined 


tenfion of the war, it became neceflary to employ feparate {quadrons, ¢..., euayed 


the grand channel fleet was unavoidably weakened; and the com- iene 
bined fleets thereby obtained a more confiderable temporary fuperi- ake es 
reat Bri- 

ority. The war with Holland required that a fquadron fhould be taia. 

fent into the north fea, as well for the fafety of the Britith trade to 

the Baltic, as for the obftru€tion of that of the Dutch. This fqua- 

dron confifted of an old eighty-gun fhip, that carried no heavier 

metal than a fifty, an old fixty-gun fhip that had been difcharged, 

but was lately refitted for fervice, two feventy-fours, a fixty-four, a 

fifty, a forty-four, and four frigates; and the commmand of it was 

given to acimiral Hyde Parker, a veteran officer of diftinguithed 

bravery. Their Baltic: trade being of the utmoft importance to the 

Dutch, they ftrained every nerve to fit out a ftrong fquadron for its 
proteGion, which, when it went to fea, confifted of eight fhips of 

the line, and ten’ large; frigates, under the command of admiral 
Zouttman, It fo happened, that whilft admiral Parker was on his 

return’ to England, with a large fleet under his convoy, admiral 
Zouttman failed. from Holland, having under his convoy a Dutch 

fleet bound to the-Baltic. The two fquadrons failing nearly in the 

fame track, and in oppofite direGtions, met upon the Dogger Bank 
on the fifth of Auguft; and both without delay prepared for ation, 
after taking fuch previous meafures as were neceflary for the fafety 
of their refpeQtive convoys. One of the Dutch line-of-battle thips 
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had, from fome caufe or other, returned into port, but a forty-four 
eun flip, carrying heavy metal, being fubftituted in her room, ad- 
miral Zouttman’s line ftill confifted of eight fhips of two decks: 
That of admiral Parker confifted only of feven, and of thefe one 
mounted only fifty, and another forty-four, guns. His two fmalleft 
frigates were fent off with the convoy, and the two largeft ftationed 
fo as to be in readinefs to tow off any of the fhips of the line that 
might be difabled in the a€tion. The Britifh fleet being to wind- 
ward, of courfe bore down upon that of admiral Zouttman, who, 
unlike fome modern naval commanders, practifed no manoeuvres to 
avoid a decifive engagement ; but rather feemed to court it, and pre- 
pared to difpute the day with his opponent by dint of hard fighting. 
No gun was fired on either fide, until the two fquadrons came fo near 
as to be within half mufquet-fhot, when admiral Parker, ranging 
alongfide the Dutch admiral, and the other fhips of his {quadron 
bearing down in like manner upon thofe of the enemy that were 
oppofed to them, the action began and continued with unremitting 
fury for three hours and a half; at the end of which both fleets 
were fo difabled, that neither of them could form the line and renew 
the aGion. They lay-to for fome time, at a {mall diftance from 
each other, repairing their damages, when the Dutch admiral, with 
his convoy, bore away for the Texel; and the Britifh fleet was fo 
difabled as not to be in a condition to purfue. Although no fhip 


was taken on either fide, this was by far the hardeft-fought battle of 


any that had yet happened by fea during the war. ‘The obftinate 
refiftance made by the Dutch inconteftably proved that however 
much their navy, in along courfe of peace, had been fuffered to de- 
cline, their officers and feamen poffefled the fame intrepidity and 
defperate valour as in the days of Van Tromp and De Ruyter: 


And although admiral Parker obtained no trophy of victory, the 


gaining an advantage, with an inferior force, over fuch an enemy, 
was 
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was a fufficient proof that Britifh failors, when boldly led to aétion, 
without wafting their time in nautical manceuvres, fill fupported 
their claim to that pre-eminence by fea, which has been fo long the 
pride and boaft of the nation, That an advantage was gained by 
admiral Parker was very apparent, from the Dutch admiral being 
the firft that bore away: The object of his failing was alfo completely 
defeated, as the convoy which he had under his charge, was obliged 
to put back, and could not, after the action, proceed with fafety on 
their voyage. The Britifh fleet alfo fuffered much ; and the lofs of 


men was great. It amounted to one hundred and four killed, and 


three hundred and thirty-nine wounded, amongft whom were a 
number of valuable officers. But the Dutch fhips were fo mifera- 
bly torn and fhattered, that it was with difficulty moft of them were 
kept above water until they reached a port; and the Hollandia, one 
of them, actually funk the night after the engagement, with all her 
wounded people on board. The lofs of men fuftained by the Dutch 
has never been publifhed by authority: It was, however, known to 
be great, and, according to private accounts from Holland, amounted 
to near twelve hundred men. 

Befides the lofs of one of their capital fhips, and the unfervice- 
able condition of fome of the reft, in confequence of the damage 
fuftained in the ation, it was a grievous mortificatton to the Dutch 
to fee their Baltic convoy obliged to return, and one of the moft be- 
neficial branches of their commerce, for this year at leaft, entirely 
interrupted. But this was not the only remaining mortification 
which the fortune of war in this eventful year fubjected them to 
bear. For not long after the a€tion with admiral Parker, intelli- 
gence arrived in Europe of the capture of five of their Eaft India 
fhips in Saldanha Bay, on the coait of Africa, by a Britith fquadron 
under the command of commodore Johnftone. 

Vou. I. Qg Previous. 
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Previous to the commencement of the Dutch war, this {quadron 
was in fome ftate of preparation, and is faid to have been defigned 
+o favour an infurreétion in the Spanith colonies of South America. 
And as in another part of this work the interference of foreign 
powers in difputes between a fovereign and his fubjects has been ge- 
nerally condemned, and pronounced to be illegal and unwarrantable, 
it will be proper in this place to obferve, that however true fuch an 
affertion, generally taken, muft be admitted to be, yet the conduct of 
the Britifh miniftry, had they executed the defign here afcribed to 
them, would have been fairly juftifiable upon the eround of retali= 
ation, after the Spaniards had taken a part in the war between Great 
Britain and her colonies, and actually affifted the latter in their oppo- 
fition. But this plan, which appears to have been well laid, was never 
carried into execution *; The rupture with Holland appears to have 
produced a change of the plan; and the armament was now prima- 
rily deftined to a&t againft the Dutch poffeffions at the Cape of Good 
Hope. The fquadron confiftted of one fhip of feventy-four guns, 
another of fixty-four, three fifty-gun fhips, three frigates of thirty- 
two guns, two floops of war, two cutters, a bomb-ketch and fire- 
fhip, two ordnance ftore-fhips, eleven tranfports, five victuallers 
and thirteen Indiamen. On board the tranfports and Indiamen was 
diftributed a land force confifting of the fecond battalion of the 
forty-fecond regiment, with Fullarton’s and Humberftone’s regi- 
ments, of one thoufand men each, but all newly raifed, four com- 
panies from other regiments, and a detachment of the royal artil- 
lery. The land force was commanded by general Meadows, who 


* Two new regiments, of one thoufand men each, viz. the 98th and the tooth, were com- 
pleted in January 1781, by William Fullarton, Efg. the author of the plan, the reprefentative 
of am ancient family of that name in Airfhire; and Mr. Makenzie Humberftone, a young 


gentleman of great hopes, of the family of Seaforth, 
had 
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had gallantly diftinguifhed himfelf, as may be feen in a former part © ra: P. 
| of this work, in the fuccefsful defence of the poft of the Virgie U——u 
againft the furious attack of the count d’Eftaing in the year 1778. 

| With this f{quadron, commodore Johnftone failed from St. Helen’s 
on the thirteenth of March, in company with the grand fleet under. 


admiral Darby, when it went to the relief of Gibraltar, and pro- 


ceeding on his deftination, without any material occurrence, until 
| he arrived at St. Jago, one of the Cape de Verd Iflands, there, on a | 


re 5 4 37 4 ¢ 1 . ‘ “4 ° ; 
the tenth of April, anchored his fguadron in Port Praya Bay, for the + 


1s 
pyrpofe of procuring fupplies of freth water and provifions. As the 


Hland. of St. Jago belonged to the Portuguefe, a neutral nation, 


the fhips and veflels of either of the powers at war, when lying in a 


| Praya Bay was.of courfe a neutral port: And by the law of nations 
neutral port, are exempted from infult or moleftation by the others.. 


In fuch a fituation no. danger was apprehended, more efpecially as an 


enemy’s fquadron was neither known. nor fufpected to be in thofe 


feas; from whence it happened that commodore Johnftone’s fhips 
| were fuffered to fpread themfelves about in the bay, without much 

order, and rather with a view to their own convenience in readily 
{upplying their wants, whereby much time would be faved, than 
: for the purpofe of defence. In this ftate of fecurity they were fud- 
| denly attacked on the fixteenth of April,, by a fuperior French fqua- 
dron under monfieur de Suffrein.. Although commodore Johnftone’s 
| expedition was.to be a fecret one, it fufficiently appears from what hap- 
pened, that both the Dutch and the French had either by their faga- 
city penetrated into the intention of the Britifh miniftry, or by their 
emiflaries and fpies difcovered the real obje&t of the expedition, The 
| former, confcious as they were of the weaknefs of the garrifon at 
. the Cape, and feeing in all their extent the ruinous confequences 
that would follow its capture, were neverthelefs unable to equip a 
| fleet in time for its protection, and in their diftrefs applied to the 
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French for affftance: And the latter, in order to give an earneft of 
eood faith to their new affociates in the war, readily complied with 
the requifition. A fquadron, fuperior in force to commodore John- 
ftone’s, was with all difpatch titted out at Breft, and failed from 
thence only nine days after the commodore left St. Helen’s. The 
{quadron confifted of five fhips of the line, and feveral frigates, with 
a number of Eaft India fhips and tranfports, having on board a con- 
fjderable land force, and a train of artillery. Monfieur de Suffrein, 
who commanded it, received orders to counteract the operations of 
commodore Johnftone wherever he might happen to meet with him, 
but in an efpecial manner to provide for the fecurity of the Cape of 
Good Hope. With fuch orders he proceeded on his expedition, and 
having difcovered the Britith {guadron at anchor in Port Praya Bay, 
took the fudden refolution of attacking it, although in a neutral port, 
expecting probably, in that fituation, to find it unprepared for action, 
and to obtain an eafy conqueft. In the former of thefe expedcta- 
tions he appears not to have been miftaken, but in the latter was 
gtievoufly difappointed. When the alarm was firft given, at leaft 
fifteen hundred perfons are faid to have been abfent from the fhips 
of the Britith {quadron, employed in the neceflary fervices of wa- 
tering, fifhing, and embarking live-ftock, and other frefh provifions. 
The commodore’s firft fignal was for all perfons to return from the 
{hore, which he enforced by the firing of a gun; another was foon 
aferwards made to unmoor, and a third to prepare for action. But 
the French commodore gave them little time for preparation. The 
appearance of his fquadron was firft communicated by fignal from 
the Ifis, lying near the mouth of the bay, between nine and ten in 
the morning; and before eleven monfieur de Suffrein, having fepa- 
rated from his convoy, entered the bay with five fthips of the line, 
In the Heros, of feventy-four guns, he led the way, and, firing at 
the Ifis as he pafled, kept on his courfe until he was within a cable’s 
length 
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length of the Monmouth and Hero, two of the largeft fhips of the © ue P. 
Britifh fguadron, and there dropped his anchor; the next French W¥— 


fhip that followed was the Annibal, which fhot a-head of monfieur 
de Suffrein, and there dropped anchor; the third, the Artefien, an- 
chored about the fame diftance aftern: And in this fituation they 
began a heavy cannonade, {prings having been pafied on their cables 
before they entered the bay. The other two French fhips, the 
Sphynx and the Vengeur, did not anchor, but ranged about the 
bay, firing at every fhip as they pafled, and endeavouring to board the 
merchantmen ; but in this they had little fuccefs. Notwithftanding 
the fuddennefs of the attack, the fire of the French fquadron was 
returned with vigour and effect by fuch of the Britith fhips as could 
bring their guns to bear. Captatn Alms, in the Monmouth, kept 
up a well-directed fire; and from the Hero, captain Hawler iffued a 
conftant, awful, heavy difcharge of artillery. On board the laft of 
thefe fhips commodore Johnftone removed, foon after the beginning 
of the ation, finding that the Romney, from her particular fitua- 
tion, was likely to have no great fhare in it: He was accompanied 
by general Meadows, and captain Saltern. Captain Paifley, in the 
Jupiter, by working hard from the beginning of the bufinefs, had 
gota {pring upon his cable, by which means every fhot from his 
fhip took effet. Even the Eaft India fhips, recovering after a time 
from their furprife, materially affifted in the aGtion. It was not long 
before the Artefien, that had anchored aftern of monfieur de Suft 
frein, quitted her flation, and went out to fea, carrying with her the 
Hinchinbroke Eaft Indiaman. She had alfo boarded the Fortitude; 
but her décks were quickly cleared of Frenchmen by the gallantry 
of captain Jenkinfon, of the ninety-eighth regiment, who, with 
his company, poured in upon them a conftant and well-directed fire 
of mufquetry. They had afterwards the fatisfaction of taking out of 
the water, and faving two of the enemy, who in the conflia had 
been 


301 


178k. 


—— 


aes 


* 


Rei 


2" -)* 


ae ge 


202 
go 


HISTO ROR, OF 7 TELE 


CHAP been forced overboard, and could not regain their own fhip by: 


L+——_ fwimming. About three quarters of an hour after the commence=- 


1781, 


ment of the a@tion, the French commodore, finding his fituatiom 
too het to be longer endured, cut his cable and followed the Arte- 
fien. The Annibal, the only remaining French fhip, was now left 
as a mark to be fired at by every Britifh fhip that could bring her 
euns to bear upon her, and in a fhort time was reduced to an appa- 
vent wreck. Such a picture of diftrefs, it is faid, was {carcely ever. 
feen. Having remained in this fituation for near a quarter of an 
hour, her cable was either cut or fhot away, when the fhip turn- 
ing round on her heel, drifted out to fea before the wind, her matta 
tottering, her yards hanging different ways, and her fails in rags. As 
the paffed along, her mizen-maft firft, and afterwards her main-maft, 
fore-maft, and part of her bowfprit, in fucceflion fell into the 
fea. After the got clear of the Britith fhips, fome of her compa- 
nions took her in tow, and, to the furprife of every one, the An- 
nibal, notwithftanding her difabled fituation, had the good fortune 
zo efcape. ‘The commodore, after fummoning by fignals all his cap- 
tains, and receiving from them a report of the flate of their fhips,. 
ordered a purfuit ; and, in the Romney, was the firft that got out 
of the bay. He was followed. in fucceflion by the reft of his {fqua- 
dron, except the Ifis, captain Sutton, who being employed in re- 
pairing his. damages, did not obey his fignal for near three hours, 


although it was enferced by the repeated firing of guns. It is.to be 


remarked, that although the Ifis, lying near the mouth of the bay, 
had very little fhare in the action, fhe had fuftained fome damage 
from the fire of the French fhips as they paffed and repafled her. 
The Ifis having at laft come out, the purfuit was continued; but fo. 
much time had been. already wafted in waiting for her, that before 
the commodore could come near the French fquadron the fun had, 
fet, and the wind become boifterous, If he difcontinued the pur- 
{uit,, 
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‘ut, the probability was, that monfieur de Suffrein would reach the C HA 


Cape before him: If he continued it, and engaged as foon as he 
came up, an action in the night was liable to fo much uncertainty 


as {earcely to be reconcilable with the main objet of the expedi- 


tion: On the other hand, if he purfued, but deferred the engage- 


eo: 
ment until the morning, he would in the mean time be led fo far te 
leeward after the French fhips, which were running before the wind 
with all their fails fet, that it would be impoffible for him afterwards 
to beat to windward and rejoin his convoy, whereby the expedition 
would be at once fruftrated, and a valuable convoy left unprotected. 
A fituation prefenting fo many difficulties muft have been a trying 
one to any commander, but efpecially to one of the commodore’s 
tmpatience and irafcibility. However, after confidering the matter 
in every point of view, he determined to follow that courfe which 
feemed’ moft confiftent with the nature of his inftruGions. This 
was, to rejoin his convoy without delay; which he effected with 
fome difficulty, after plying to windward for feveral days. The 
Hinchinbroke Eaft Indiaman was retaken the day after the engage- 
ment, with twenty-five Frenchmen on board; and the Infernal 
fire-fhip, which had been alfo carried off by the enemy, was aban- 
doned by them in the night, and, after fome days, reached Port 
Praya Bay in fafety: So that monfieur de Suffrein retained no 
trophy to confole him for his repulfe. The lofs of men in this 
engagement was not fo great as might have been expected, confi- 
dering the clofenefs of the ation, the fmoothnefs of the water, and 
the crowded fituation of the fhips. It amounted to forty-three 
killed, and one hundred and thirty-four wounded, including officers, 
and was fo equally divided, that almoft every fhip in the {quadron 
and convoy bore a part. Some of the fhips having been difabled, 
particularly the Hlinchinbroke Eaft Indiaman, they were refitted 
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with all poffible difpatch; and on the fecond of May the whole 
{quadron failed from Port Praya Bay. 

As it was much to be feared that monfieur de Suffrein would 
reach the Cape before the Britith fquadron, which might render an 
attempt upon it not only extremely hazardous, but perhaps alto- 
gether impracticable, the commodore, on the twelfth of June, dif- 
patched four of his fmaller faft-failing veffels to: proceed a-head of 
the reft of the fquadron, for the purpole of gaining intelligence, 
with orders to rejoin him in a certain latitude. The detached 
fquadron, having proceeded to the fouthward of the Cape, for- 
tunately, on the firft of July, fell in with and took a Dutch 
fhip bound for Ceylon, laden with ftores and provifions, and forty 
thoufand pounds in bullion, which had left Saldahna Bay only a few 
days before. From her they learnt that monfieur de Suffrein, with 
his fquadron, and part of his convoy, had arrived at the Cape on 
the twenty-firft of June, where he had landed five hundred men to 
reinforce the garrifon, amongf{t whom were eighty or ninety artil- 
lery men. They alfo received information that five Dutch Eaft 
India fhips, homeward-bound, and richly laden, were lying in Sal- 
dahna bay, about forty miles north from the Cape. With this in- 
telligence, and their prize, the detached fquadron returned, and on 
the ninth of July joined the commodore at the appointed place of 
rendezvous. A confultation was now held between the commodore 
and general Meadows, on the fubject of the intelligence received by” 
the Dutch prize; and the attempt upon the Cape was given over as 
impraGicable. At this confultation colonel Fullarton was prefent, 
and urged the moft forcible reafons for refuming (now that the de- 
fign againft the Cape had mifcarried) the original projet of an 
attack on the Spanith fettlements in South America; from whence 
they might afterwards proceed to the Eaft Indies, through the Pacific” 
S Ocean. 
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Gcean: But the commodore determined either to take or deftroy © 4 AP. 


the fhips that lay in Saldahna Bay. In profecution of this defign 
he fteered for the land, and, as he approached the fhore, took the 
pilotage upon himfelf, judging his diftance from it by the depth of 
water. So ably was this enterprife conducted, that the Britith fqua- 
dron, arriving off the mouth of the bay in the night, entered it 
with fo much rapidity, the commodore in the Romney leading the 
way, that although the Dutch fhips were run a-fhore, and fet on 
fire by their crews, as foon as they difcovered an enemy’s fquadron, 
the boats of the Britifh fleet neverthelefs arrived in time to extin- 
guifh the flames in all of them, except the Middleburgh, on board 
of which the fire raged fo violently that it was impoffible to fave 
her. It was now neceflary to tow the burning fhip to a diftance 
from the reft; a work which was undertaken with alacrity, and 
performed with fuccefs, although with imminent danger, as fhe blew 
up with a violent explofion in ten minutes after the boats quitted 
her. ‘The other prizes were got afloat the fame evening. Both the 
French and Britifh commanders had fecondary objects to which their 
inftructions extended, befides what related to the Cape of Good 
Hope. Monfieur de Suffrein, after providing for the fecurity of the 
Cape, was to proceed with his fquadron to the Eaft Indies: And the 
inftructions to the Britifh commanders imported, that after either 
the fuccefs or failure of the expedition againft the Cape, a certain 
number of the fhips fhould be fent to the Eaft Indies, to reinforce fir 
Edward Hughes; and in cafe of failure, part of the troops was alfo 
to be fent, and the remainder to proceed to the leeward iflands in 
the Weft Indies. But the intelligence received by the Dutch prize 
of the invafion of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally, and of the cutting 
off of a ftrong detachment of Britith troops under colonel Baillie, 
determined the Britifh commanders to deviate from their inftructions, 
and inftead of dividing the land force, to fend the whole to the 
Gore I. Tet Fatt 
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Fatt Indies, to replace the lofs of colonel Baillie’s detachment. Ac- 
cordingly, the Dutch prizes, after being fitted for fea, were dif- 
patched without a convoy to St. Helena; and the commodore hav- 
ing accompanied the detachment of fhips bound to India with his 
whole force to the fourth degree of longitude beyond the Cape, 
there feparated from it, and, with the Romney and frigates, re- 
turned to St. Helena to join his prizes, and conduct them to Eng- 
land. In their way thither they were feparated by a ftorm; and 
two of the prizes were unfortunately loft. 

In a former part of this work we have already feen that in the 
firft year of the war with the French, the power of that nation in 
India was almoft annihilated. After the taking of Pondicherry, the 
‘lands of Bourbon and Mauritius, with the port of Mahie, on the 
continent of Afia, were nearly all the pofleffions that remained to 
them in that quarter of the world. Neverthelefs they contrived to 
maintain their influence with the native powers, and at length, by 
means of their emiflaries, to excite a powerful combination amongit 
them, which threatened deftruction to the Britith intereft. During 
the courfe of the former war, the Englifh Eaft India company had 
acquired fo immenfe an extent of territory, and feemed’ ftill fo de- 
firous of grafping at more, that the native princes were become 
jealous of their greatnefs, and fecretly wifhed the deftrudtion of 
their power. Many of them had alfo private grounds of difguft, 
arifing from the rapacity and unprincipled conduct of feveral of that 
company’s fervants. From fome caufe of difference a war had 
broken out between the Englifh company and the Mahrattas, a fierce 
and warlike nation, and one of the moft powerful in Hindoftan.. 
The celebrated Hyder Ally Cawn, regent of the Myfore country, 
was at the fame time engaged in a war with the Mahrattas. But in 
confequence of the intrigues of French agents, means were found to 
fettle the differences between thefe two powers, and inftead of being, 
enemiess 
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éfiemies, to unite them as friends. Hyder agreed to join the Mah- © ney P. 
rattas in the war: Powerful fuccours were promifed to be fent from Ge —w 


the French iflands of Bourbon and Mauritius: And in the end a 
confederacy againft the Englifh was entered into between the Mah- 
“atta ftates, Hyder Ally Cawn, the foubah of the Decan, and the 
rajah of Berar, to which moft of the lefler powers of Hindoftan 
were prevailed upon to accede. Hyder’s country is feparated from 
the territories belonging to the India company by a chain of moun- 
tains called the Ghauts. From thefe mountains Hyder, in the 
month of June 1780, after making all neceflary preparations, de- 
{cended with an army of an hundred thoufand men, who {pread 
themfelves like a torrent over the country below. For a confidera- 
ble time before this invafion, intelligence had been repeatedly con- 
veyed from the frontiers to the prefidency of Madras, acquainting 
them with the hoftile difpofition manifefted by Hyder towards the 
Englifh, and his preparations for entering the Carnatic. But that 
board treated with contempt all fuch intimations, and had taken no 


fufficient meafures for the defence of the eftablifhment againft fuch. 


an attack, Amoneft other evils flowing from their fhameful indif- 
ference and inexcufable negligence, this was not the leaft, that the 
company’s troops on the coaft of Coromandel had not been col- 
le&ted together, but were fuffered to remain {cattered about the 
country in different diftri€ts and garrifons ; from whence it happened 
that when Hyder made his irruption no fufficient army could im- 
mediately be brought into the field to oppofe him. When at laft 
the appearance of Hyder’s. horfe, in the neighbourhood of the 
Mount, convinced the prefidency of the truth of their previous in- 
telligence, the troops in Madras and its neighbourhood were affem- 
bled; and thefe, after being joined by the troops from Pondicherry, 
ander colonel Braithwaite, amounted only to fifteen hundred Euro- 
peans, and four thoufand two hundred fepoys, With this force, 
Rrra and 
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and an artillery of forty-two field-pieces, five cohorns, and four 
battering cannon, general fir He€tor Monro marched from the 
Mount to Conjeveram, the largeft village in the Carnatic, fixty miles 
diftant from Madras, and thirty-five from Arcot, then befieged by 
the enemy. The march of fir Hector Monro to Conjeveram, as 
had been forefeen, obliged Hyder Ally to raife the fiege of Arcot; 
and this fervice being performed, the Britith general determined to 
remain in his prefent fituation until he fhould be joined by colonel 
Cofby, with a detachment of fifteen hundred fepoys, and fome ca- 
valry, then on his march from the ‘Tanjore country, inthe fouth, and 
by another detachment of three thoufand men, including two com- 
panies of European infantry, and fixty European artillery-men, with 
ten field-pieces, under colonel Baillie, coming from the Guntoor 
Circar in the north. The progrefs of the laft of thefe officers to 
the fouthward had been retarded, partly by the contradictory nature 
of the orders received during his march, proceeding from the fluc- 
tuating and uncertain ftate of the Englifh councils at Madras, and 
partly by the overflowing of rivers in his way. However, at 
length he arrived at Perambaucum, a village within fifteen miles of 
the main army. Hyder Ally, by means of his emiflaries, had exact 
intelligence of the colonel’s motions; and difpatched his fon Tippoo 
Saib, with thirty thoufand horfe, eight thoufand foot, and twelve 
pieces of artillery, to attack him at Perambaucum, and, if poflible, 
prevent his junétion with fir Hector Monro. Numerous as the troops. 
compofing this detathment were, compared with the {mall force 
under colonel Baillie, the latter, neverthelefs, with his ufual gallan- 
try, and with great flaughter, repulfed them in various fierce attacks, 
that lafted for feveral hours. Still however the enemy hovered 
round him, with an apparent intention of renewing their. attacks 
whenever there fhould be a favourable opportunity: And as their 
numbers feemed to increafe, colonel Baillie became doubtful whether 
he 
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he fhould be able to effet a junGtion, and acquainted the comman- 
der in chief with his apprehenfions. This intelligence reached fir 
Heétor Monro on the fixth of September, and, in the evening of 
the eighth, twelve hundred chofen men under colonel Fletcher were 
detached to reinforce colonel Baillie. Thefe having moved with 
great expedition, arrived at Perambaucum at break of day of the 
ninth, and in the evening of that day the united detachments began 
their march towards Conjeveram. As foon as they were perceived 
to be in motion, the enemy brought fome guns to bear upon their 
left flank, which did confiderable execution. Thefe guns captain 
Rumley, with a detachment, was ordered to ftorm; but being pre- 
vented from reaching them by an unfordable  water-courfe that in- 
tervened, he was obliged to return without effecting his purpofe. 
In confequence of the fire of the enemy, and this unfuccefsful 
movement, fome confufion and diforder arofe amongft the fepoys, 
which determined colonel Baillie to halt till the morning. In the 


mean time Hyder Ally, who received minute information of eyery 


thing that pafled, determined to take advantage of colonel Baillie’s 
embarrafled fituation, and in the night decamped from the neigh- 
bourhood of Conjeveram, and marched with his army towards Pe- 
rambaucum. At dawn in the morning colonel Baillie renewed his 
march, but had not proceeded far when he found himfelf environed 
on one fide by Tippoo Saib’s army, and on the other by that of his 
father. ‘Tippoo had already begun to fire upon his left with eight 
pieces of cannon, and in a fhort lime fixteen were opened upon his 
right from the army of Hyder Ally.. The cannonade was brifkly re- 
turned by colonel Baillie, and the attacks of the irregular cavalry were 
fuccefsfully repulfed for an hour and a half, when, fome of the tum- 
brils unfortunately blowing up, the Britith guns were filenced, partly 
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from a {carcity of ammunition, and partly from the number of ar- | 


tillery-men that had fallen, The enemy, obferving the confufion 
ailt ] arifing 
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cH oe P. arifing from the blowing up of the tumbrils, now advanced nearer, 
—~—-» and feeming in a particular manner to threaten colonel Baillie’s rear, 

"78% he found it neceflary to detach for its fupport captain Ferrier’s com- 
pany of European grenadiers. ‘This movement being made from 
the front towards the rear, the fepoys, who were unapprifed of the 
caufe, and probably conceived it to be a retreat, as foon as they faw 
the grenadiers in motion, began to follow in great diforder. The 
grenadiers halted: And every method was taken to reftore order, 
but in vain. ‘The other fepoys, who lay under a heavy cannonade, 
upon obferving the confufion and retreat of their companions, be- 
came fuddenly panic-ftruck, and, throwing down their arms, fled 
to a fmall coppice-wood at fome diftance. The Europeans immedi- 
ately colle@ing, took poffeffion of a rifing ground, where rth de~ 
fended theinfelves againft repeated attacks, whilft the enemy's horfe 
made dreadful havoc amongft the fepoys. It was hoped that the 


lief: And in the mean time fo bravely did this fmall body of men 
hie defend themfelves againft Hyder’s hoft, that although he advanced, 
y both with his horfe and foot, within fifteen yards, he found it im- 
poffible to break them, But at laft all hopes of fuccour being at an 


aM | main army, under fir He€tor Monro, might ftill come to their re- 


hl end, and many having already fallen, the Britifh commander, know. 
ing that it was impoffible for fuch a handful of men to maintain 
their ground much longer againft fuch a multitude, and willing to 
fave the few that remained, ftepped forward with a white handker- 
chief in his hand, and commanded his men to order their arms, and 
eall for quarter. But this order was no fooner complied with, than 
the enemy rufhed upon them in the moft ferocious manner ; and 
numbers were inftantly put to the fword. Nor would the carnage 
have ceafed, notwithftanding the furrender, but for the humane in-« 
terpofition of two French officers, Lally and Pimoran, who at laft 
prevailed upon the barbarian Hydet to fpare the gallant remains of 
e the 
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become his prifoners, have forefeen the unexampled miferies they 
were to endure in the dungeons of the tyrant, during a long cap- 
tivity, they would have deemed immediate death a happy deliver- 
ance from his more than favage brutality. 

Hyder, fearful of being attacked by the main army under fir 
He&or Monro, fuddenly retreated, after his victory, to a place 
called the Round Wells, where he had before been encamped. In 
fact, when Hyder began his retreat, fir He€tor Monro, with his army, 
was at no great diftance from him. The cannonade that happened on 
the evening of the ninth of September, when the united detachments 
under Baillie and Fletcher began their march, -having been heard at 
Conjeveram, and reports being brought in, that Hyder’s army, 
which had been encamped in the neighbourhood, was in motion, the 
Britith general became apprehenfive for the fafety of the detach- 
ments, and took the refolution of moving that fame evening to their 
afiftance. Werbal orders to that effet, it is faid, were given; but 
unfortunately, from fome caufe or other, the march was delayed until 
the next morning. When day-light appeared, it was no longer to be 
doubted that Hyder had decamped ; and the cannonade having been 
heard to commence foon afterwards with redoubled fury, the ge- 
neral immediately gave orders for the army to be put in motion 
towards Perambaucum. From the miftake of the guide, the army 
was led by a circuitous route feveral miles too farto the right, by 
which fome time was loft, When at laft it arrived within two miles 
of the field of action, the firing was obferved fuddenly to ceafe ; 
and foon afterwards fome wounded fepoys being brought in, that 
had efcaped from the general carnage, related the nature and extent 
of the misfortune that had happened. Upon receiving this intelli- 
gence, the general immediately returned upon his fteps to Conje- 
¥eram 5 
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veram; and after the heavy cannon had been {fpiked, and fuch of 
the baggage and ftores deftroyed as could not be eafily moved, he 
retreated with the remains of his army to Chingliput, and from 
thence, in a few days, to the Mount. At Chingliput, the army 
was joined by colonel Cofby and his detachment, who, although he 
had to march through a large extent of country, entirely over-run 
and poflefled by the enemy, had the good fortune to arrive in fafety, 
and preferve his cannon and baggage. By the rapidity of his move- 
ments, he in fome meafure eluded the defigns of the enemy; and 
whenever he was haraffed by their cavalry, the well-regulated dif- 
pofition of his march, with the good countenance preferved by the 
officers and troops, prevented them from making any ferious im- 
preffion. 

By the retreat of theBritifh army to the Mount, the whole country 
was laid open to be ravaged at pleafure by Hyder andhis irregular holt. 
The dominions of the Eaft India company on the coatt of Coro- 
mandel, which of late were fo extenfive, might now be faid to be 
confined to Madras, and a few miles round it, and to fuch forts and 
earrifons {eattered about in different parts of the country as were 
fill occupied by the company’s troops. To reduce thefe, Hyder 
now directed his attention. Arcot, the capital of the Nabob’s do- 
minions, foon fell into his hands, the reduction of it being haftened 
by the treachery of fome of the Nabob’s principal fervants. Not 
long afterwards Carangooly and Gingeé, with many other inferior 
pofts, were added to the lift of his conquefts. And the prefidency 


of Madras, of late fo full of fecurity, now dreaded all the horrors 


and miferies attendant upon a fiege. 

They had already applied to the governor-general and fupreme 
council of Bengal for affiftance: And to the vigorous meafures 
adopted and profecuted by that board muft in a great meafure be at- 
tributed the favourable change which not long afterwards took place 
in 
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in the company’s affairs on the coaft of Coromandel. General 
fir Eyre Coote, commander in chief in India, who was then at 
Calcutta, was requefted to take upon himfelf the command of the 
army at Madras; and in order to enable him to carry his plans into 
execution, independently of the Madras prefidency, who feemed 
defirous of thwarting all the meafures cf the governor-general and 
commander in chief, he was furnifhed with fifteen lacks of rupees, 
over which fum that board (whofe difpofitions towards the gover- 
nor-general, and the majority in his council, were well enough 
known) were not to poffefs any control. Sir Eyre Coote was alfo 
empowered to take a feat in the council of Madras; and.Mr. White- 
hill, the prefident, was fufpended. The commander in chief, al- 
though then fixty-three years of age, cheerfully confented to under- 
take the arduous charge thus committed to him, of endeavouring to 
reftore the profperity of the company’s affairs on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, and of freeing that country from the ravages of Hyder 
Ally. He embarked without delay at Calcutta, with three hun- 
dred Europeans in battalion, upwards of two hundred artillery-men, 
five hundred lafcars, fome pieces of cannon, and a large fupply of 
provifions; whilft ten battalions of Sepoys, with twenty pieces of 
cannon, were under orders to march by land from Bengal to the 
Carnatic. Inftructions were alfo fent to general Goddard, who 
commanded the army acting again{ft the Mahrattas, to fend by fea 
to Madras as many troops as he could fpare. Sir Edward Hughes 
was folicited to block up Hyder’s fea-ports on the Malabar coaft, and 
prevent him from receiving fupplies from the iflands of Bourbon 
and Mauritius ; and the government of Bombay received orders to 
make a diverfion on the fame coaft in favour of the war carrying on in 
the Carnatic, and thus alarm Hyder for the fafety of his own do- 
minions. 
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Sir Eyre Coote arrived at Madras on the fifth of November, and 
after furmounting many difficulties and obftacles, which either from 
the incapacity of the prefidency had not been forefeen, or from their 
negligence were not provided for, took the field in the beginning of 
the year 1781, with a {mall but well-appointed army, and an ex- 
cellent train of artillery. The fieges of Vellore, Wandewath, Parma- 
coil, and Chingliput, then blocked up by ‘Hyder, were immediately 
raifed ; and he, with his whole force, retired to a guarded diftance. 
From this moment the company’s affairs on that coaft began to wear 
a more favourable afpe&t: Some of the forts that had been furprifed 
were in a fhort time retaken: Hyder’s ravages were neceflarily con- 
fed within narrower limits in confequence of the caution with 
which he avoided an engagement: And by the Britifh com- 
mander’s taking the field, the credit of the company’s arms, which 
had been at a low ebb ever fince the defeat of colonel Baillie, was. 
reftored, and the difaffection of the natives, which had begun to be 
general, was in a great meafure reprefled. In the courfe of the 
year fir Eyre Coote found means to worft Hyder in feveral battles 5, 
and although the latter {till maintained his ground in part of the 
Carnatic, a large extent of country, which had been over-run, was 
recovered and freed from his ravages. | 


Sir Edward Hughes performed the fervices expected. of him : 
Hyder’s ports on the Malabar coaft were not only blocked up, but his: 


fhipping deftroyed at Calicut and Mangalore, two of his principal ar-. — 


{enals, and his hopes of becoming a maritime power thus nipped in the 
bud. Towards the clofe of this year alfo, the Dutch fort of Nega- 
patam, in the Tanjore country, the garrifon of which had been rein- 
forced by two thoufand three hundred of Hyder’s troops, was taken. 
by a joint operation of the fquadron under fir Edward Hughes, and 
a land force under fir He@tor Monro, which the commander in chief 
was. 
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Negapatam was the evacuation of all the forts and itrong places pof- 
feffed by Hyder’s troops in the Tanjore country and its borders. 
Such were the effects of the vigorous meafures adopted by the go- 
vernor-general and fupreme council of Bengal for the relief and 
| affiftance of the Madras government; and fuch the fuccefles that 


| attended the company’s troops under the aufpices of their veteran 
commander fir Eyre Coote *. 


* Fora more full and particular account of the military and naval operations in India, at 
this period, fee Memoirs of the late War (1778—84) in Afia: Witha Narrative of the 
Imprifonment and Sufferings of our Officers and Soldiers, by an Officer of Colenel Baillie’s 
Detachment. 
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was enabled to {pare, after the favourable change that had taken © ie P. 
place in the Carnatic. ‘The immediate confequence of the fall of -.-~ 
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Difaffection to Great Britain of the Southern Colonies—The Britifh 
Army under Lord Cornwallis joined by a large. Reinforcement under 
General Leflice—Alion at the Cowpens, between General Morgan 
ana Colonel Tarleton—Colonel Tarleton defeated —Confequences of 

s “Colonel Tarleton’ s Defeai—The Army under Lord Cornwallis croffes 

the River Catawba-—-Lord Cornwallis, joined by the other Divi- 
fion of the Army under Colonel Webfter, purfues General Morgan— 
A Funttion formed between the two Divifions of the American 
Army—General Greene driven out of North Carolina—The Royal 
Standard erected at Hillfoorough—General Greene, again crofing 
the Dan, re-enters North Carolina—Lord Cornwallis falls back 
from Hillfborough, and takes a new Pofition—Effects of this retro- 
grade Movement—AGion near Guildford between Lord Cornwallis 


ana General Greene. 


CHA P. rE muft now return to North America, the grand theatre of 
XLI. 
eed 


ee prefent year were of fuch momentous importance as to produce a 
total change in the future conduct of it, and in effect to place with- 
in the grafp of the revolted colonies that independence and fove- 
reignty for which they had been fo long contending. -From the be- 
ginning of the year 1779 the principal efforts of the Britifh arms 


' the war, where it firft began, and where the events of the 


were direéted againft the fouthern colonies, not only as they were: 
‘deemed the eafieft to be reduced, but as, from the nature of their 
produ@tions,t hey were the moft valuable to the mother-country.. 

4, Georgia 
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Georgia was accordingly recovered in the year 1779, and the pro- 
vince of South Carolina reduced in the year 1780. For fome months 
after the taking of Charleftown, the capital of South Carolina, there 
was in that province the brighteft profpe& of returning peace and 
tranquillity. But too foon the fky became overcaft ; and it was per- 
ceived in the fouthern as it had been already experienced in fome of 
the northern colonies, that the inhabitants, after their fubmiffion, 
and even whilft the Britifh troops remained amongft them, did not 
perform the duties of their allegiance without relu€tance, and when 
left to themfelves, quickly reverted to their old courfes, and joined 
| the ftandard of revolt. In the tranfa@tions of laft year we have 
endeavoured to aflign fome motives for this verfatility of \condu& 
amoneft the inhabitants of South Carolina; but to whatever caufe 
their difaffe@tion was owing, it gave much trouble to earl Cornwal- 
lis, and greatly retarded his operations. The efficient army for 
diftant fervice was fo much weakened by the large detachments left 
behind for overawing the inhabitants, that a fingle misfortune was 
In the fall 


of the preceding year the lofs of major Fergufon’s detachment 


fometimes fufficient to render an expedition abortive. 


obliged lord Cornwallis to return from his northern expedition and 
| fall back to Wynnefborough in South Carolina. Still, however, the 
projected movement into North Carolina was deemed fo effential, 


that he only waited for a reinforcement to renew it./ The expected 
reinforcement arrived at Charleftown on the thirteenth of December. 
It confifted of a large detachment of troops under general Leflie, 
| who, upon landing, received lord Cornwallis’s orders to march 
without delay, and join him with about fifteen hundred men. The 
general accordingly, after waiting fome few days to procure horfes 


and waggons, began his march on the nineteenth of December. 
| In the mean time general Greene, who had fucceeded Gates in 
| the command of the American army, finding it difficult to procure a 
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CH A P. {ufficient fupply of provifions in the neighbourhood of Charlotte, as 


XLI. 


> that country had been already exhaufted; and being fenfible that his 


178!. 


prefent force was too weak to attempt any direct operation againft — 
lord Cornwallis; refolved to divide it, and by defultory incurfions in 
different, and nearly oppofite quarters, to alarm and harafs the 
Britith out-pofts on the frontiers of South Carolina. By fuch 
means his troops would be kept in ation, and, traverfing different 
parts of the country, would not only be more eafily fupplied with 
provifions, but might in their progrefs infufe fome {pirit into the 
militia, without whofe affiftance and co-operation he faw that he 
could do nothing effe@tual. Accordingly the light troops, confifting of 
three hundred infantry, under colonel Howard, one hundred and 
feventy riflemen, under major Triplet, and feventy light dragoons, 
under lieutenant-colonel Wafhington, were put under the command 
of general Morgan, who was directed to proceed by the heads of 
the rivers to the weftern frontiers of South Carolina, and threaten 
the Britifh poft at Ninety-fix; whilft the reft of the army under 
general Greene fhould march to the Pedee, and alarm the country 
in front of Camden, 

Towards the end of December earl Cornwallis received informa- 
tion of the divifion of the American army, and foon afterwards an 
account of the movements of general Morgan, who had pafled both 
the Catawba and Broad River, and was faid to be rapidly advancing 
to Ninety-fix. Upon receipt of this intelligence, lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton was detached with the light and legion infantry, the fu- 
fileers, or feventh regiment, the firft battalion of the feventy-firft 
regiment, about three hundred and fifty cavalry, two field-pieces, 
and an adequate detachment of the royal artillery, in all about one 
thoufand men. He received orders to pafs Broad River for the 
protection of Ninety-fix, and either to ftrike at Morgan, and pufh 
him to the utmoft, or at leaft oblige him to leave the country. 

I Morgan, 


ay: ais + SLAY fo fg" ee om ech A L5- hr Shao tery 


2 ALE 4 BS Oe graeme: AGL Keel ae 1S Prog ext 7 Zia | i) 
“A + ee Qrirene, Brae. Feeaite gia Chambers, 19° Le ) YOOr an 


WB fy ff 44 Puayete . i Vieateoy a: Boe Peceee? infer guration se a ale AL 
lekech oe ae go Gacliney 4 Lo aA focnt Covers fares off (ay Vg ze f i 
ee weer ere bp Deten Ce Cou Cars pe onions fre re fecGpric fue eer § if 


ao 


tie freely of hs Ih fee 0 Bes Afjerta we praise Cot ae? wratn oa | , | 


ce. : AI Tm Alter Cifeed BED Bhi ey ee ars vid yor a 
fiver feore ‘dit inci mato dlad og et Magett9 Ainvec®>, a iD £0 oe ser lin 
Pores ent desea? guy on ea of le ey ch PZ CA ett Le, ve p00 0 al ba footy 


of ole pal be) Caplin? Form Ae Prejetbit ee priisy ae Lt. AL ge 
ez One Lae Qeutllin ern Wa Ae a as Gye ecole +: dev fel ae Ya fbr. tla te YOO, OI Ya 


Zz Cotpapet, Georners, AI AS £22 Cg land gen Lbccount of hal Atel, Sie? ee hips be 

Z YH Sawacer fi tes ptt Dan ee Vee ee boa, £0 aeft la cze 0 ea co a 

FA NRE Ne S FEO Commifcte, ee eee as the fuocecDerigs 
LO oa AD Maser Gor face ee Sick Les Dy hifed eucy she aife ‘ctor Papier alias 
ene, oa afiprart Lp Hac Labtec tc, Plot fhed nee har Pips oO 7 Gs 
5 aes ane One en ten ceo 10 We Qi, pny ee ate Jah Magetled are 

iz Alyce, See, aes Bee C freed lice. sie a marily , i, asd Aaa le seca 

ao ocreea REE ireraaes to forecvennl need alecefet, | - 74 Jase CoM fiderabtle 
eacicee Neem Hi ft ermmandecl by mr Beis acbrhipe Ze Zo aegucer ae Oy. 
ie eral wel ay ap siroue tial ocr onby of your covlinicng He ho 4 if 
Cnoamesediareciy tet Beau Bat als Sf pow elabies hang aT, go kz 
false Py 5 Ps KOeBhijs reget Chet Lace tg aGguacrt we? for oe 


en LP Miter ag vuck flan aia ADAG Be it cfd earns pnd = 


le MW Hace? Aue alot (920 wales, Joon Ae LBP of Lhe Mi labelfhea- la Vif hi 
i ee eas her , ; wae wot Zhen a. CAtC: mee groucah les Kates Cli tee ct cle 


( 
2 
Def dele bred Hh 12 recphtt” Sai Ji ee Account ¥br Le Zoe Le of We hiePretf , F2 lk PAL mS 


. 


: a. ae by uch corral ers CHlar frerdend Lafiaterey 


Z 
| Wt AM teits PLU, gar Asidirtr fo wey wee, OD ee a am aber og | 


| " 7 pf . ae 
ca me, ZO Bea COP 494 lary | General, ME Wecer, eYorresp PPLEBEY’ 7 a a | : 
2 Hi 


Qg27 


Pf 


€ SP 
er ler, ee Tp Cite 27 Lefoe hae Cams loa Cresated, CIE TE: he £24 


tees COR ehz ?, Ae Lec Aad wee ah foc Ooreriflarces gee bhatt Be. Ce Lally a 
ad hae Ee Fe dieae ia Asel, Ch evred YOUN LOTS gn ati PAR: Se eee 


aA 


roccrdone AnD fo Da Pte? : [4 Ly GP? sete (SER A} « Monk + Lar UFO ar A Ge loa ' 
, 


aa MX OC. ata: CO2zolen%ecl alo29 Coz1220 all. > Lo evtabl she wTheng Athtmetwn x f poe 
4 i; 


aud ee, fortex acid he Mig hletcAd nr WY Piper oA TS a Phy es ofbreon 
Medios sere vaetd OO Hie Cabtee by LZ Adieu yoo Pelucany Cfo 
Lofis CHE aed ¢ Bec I 2 Zap sae as ee few, Leeds Lae be Ae <x, Sp. S Coonersifbetm 
or “7, eee ag ‘fl! Féin TP Cees getabee-thtit’ ACs Coogee 
al te ieblece e foe Thaw a het Coven om Boa, tht of lord (Breiner 
Jad pucoltccteD He oroleng wipes Cote DI: Cheesy 0 Lid Cafe 
Core Hal he frsdir attentiris fad Gun fred te piste Fo ar oe 
ae Be Ae pepe Hi srecctd Late Geer 0 mecefoe oa fortes — Le 
Lib otto Tee. 2992 VOI to covet Ge abou abtedset, wich csould 
et fawe epirticl if he Led gti dec CEH Ovolias Aha COPA fder 4“ 
Auf gor need Woes. any ous abeoue ee vale ov blab off te 
i lon re ZS Hheat 0 Gertler arr pocoletac Hed” te AD beer fifo Be 


Le A ES LO, Cas fOr ag Qe tecty Cx222 poor of Capitan? frvege . Yee ae 
e. pee ‘flee Cage | eee vad kia 


2S Jb. (coud Fi breary “9 100g 


C 


a eee 


Ot Cather 
a * 


* 
PAM £44 


a 
Piz 


a 2 
Bex Led Feta 


Cozses1ert wm ale Sete 2/7 e2 +f 


AMERICAN WAR. 


Sie) 


Morgan, in his march, had colle@ted about four or five hundred © HA P. 


“sy 


militia, and upon his approach to the diftrit of Ninety-fix, was Wj 


joined by two hundred more, who had fled from the frontiers of 


Georgia when Augufta was taken pofleffion of by the Britith troops. 
Thus the two detachments were nearly equal in point of numbers, 
but in cavalry, and in the general quality of the troops, Tarleton 
was greatly fuperior *. 

The Britifh army now proceeded to the north-weft, between 
Broad River and the Catawba. This route, leading to the back 
country, was chofen, that the army might the more eafily be enabled 
to pafs the great rivers in its way at the fords near their fource: 
if he 
fhould elude Tarleton, or at leaft of preventing his jun@ion with 


Tt alfo afforded a profpec&t of cutting of Morgan’s retreat, 


the army under general Greene: 
out hopes, that by following this courfe he might get between 


* Dr. Ramfay, in his Hiftory of the Revolution of South Carolina, charges the Britifh 
with feizing the property of the Americans; and their commiffaries and quarter-mafters with 
taking provifions, and all other things wanted by the army, wherever they could be found, 
charging them, at the fame time, to the Britifh government. That peculation was carried on 
in fome departments of the Britifh army, and that many individuals made large fortunes in this 


And the writer of this, who was commiflary to the army under lord Cornwallis, takes the pre- 


fent occafion of repelling the calumniesof Dr. Ramfay, as far as they may relate to himfelf, and. (520+ 


appealing for the innocence and propriety ef his conduct to many individuals now living in wa 


Carolina, as well as to the gentlemen of the army in which he ferved. The commiffary, 


during the time when he was at the Congarees, employed in collecting provifions, and fettling | 


Nor was the Britith general with- 


Pde 


Ss 


hut 
9 PD fay 


Oe 


= ns 


way, cannot be denied. But this never took place, in any great extent, in the fouthern army. 


refugee families on the deferted plantations of the Americans, without being fupported by LOC: 


any troops, or covering party, furnifhed fupplies to the army at Wynnefborough and Camden, “oz 


each poft being about forty miles from the Congarees. 
feed daily, fome of which lay fix miles apart. The number of perfons employed by the 
commiffary in this fervice was about one hundred and twenty negroes, one ferjeant of the” 


»ift regiment, one cooper, and four infpectors or overfeers. When the campaign opened in ‘ 
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January 1781, there was about fifty thoufand weight of meal packed and ready for ufe. The 


whole expence, as charged by the commiflary to. government for this fervice, guides, expreffes, , 
collecting, fhelling, grinding, packing, wages, &c. did not amoyat to one hundred pounds 
fierling. 
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HISTORY OF THE 


Creene’s army and Virginia, and force him to an action before he 
was joined by his expected reinforcements. The detachment under 
general Leflie, which had been purpofely halted at Camden, until 
lord Cornwallis fhould be ready to march from Wynnefborough, the 
longer to conceal from the American general the road which the 
Britifh army meant to take, now received orders to move up the 
banks of the Catawba, and join the main army on its march. ‘The 
march both of lord Cornwallis and general Lellie, encumbered ‘as 
they were with baggage and artillery, was greatly retarded by the 
fwelling of creeks and water-courfes. Thefe obftacles Tarleton 
alfo experienced; but having the command of light troops, he more 
eafily furmounted them, and probably overtook Morgan fomething 
fooner than was expected. 

The latter, after retreating over the Pacolet, made a fhew of dif- 
puting Tarleton’s paflage by euarding the fords. ‘Tarleton however, 
on the fixth of January, found means to pais over his detachment 
within fix miles of the enemy’s encampment; and Morgan was 
obliged to make a precipitate retreat, leaving in his camp the pro- 
vifions that were drefling for his troops half cooked. Tarleton ad- 
vanced and took pofleffion of the ground that had been left by the 
enemy only a few hours before. 

At three in the morning the march of the Britifh light troops 
was refumed in purfuit of general Morgan; the baggage being left 
under a guard compofed of a detachment from each corps, with 
orders not to move till daylight appeared. Tarleton, after a fa- 
tiguing march through {wamps and broken grounds, at length came 
in fight of the enemy about eight in the morning: Two of their 
videttes were foon afterwards taken; and from them information 
was received that the Americans had halted, and were forming at a 
place called the Cowpens. 

General Morgan, finding himfelf hard preffed by the Britith 
troops, had refolved to hazard an action rather than be overtaken 
in 


AMERICAN WAR. 


in the ford of the river. With this view he drew up his force in © H_A P. 
two lines, the militia under colonel Pickens forming the firft line, —~-—~ 
and the continentals, under colonel Howard, with the Virginia 
rifle-men, the fecond. Wafhington’s dragoons, with fome mounted 
militia, were drawn up at fome diftance in the rear, as a corps of re- 
ferve. ‘The ground which he occupied does not appear to have been 
well chofen: It was an open wood, and confequently liable to be 
penetrated by the Britifh cavalry: Both his flanks were expofed; 
and the river, at no great diftance, ran parallel to his rear. In fuch eee 
a fituation he gave a manifeft advantage to an enemy with a fuperior Jar@ieie Jayy x: G- 
body of cavalry ; and in cafe of a defeat, the deftruGion of his Aad fscaries Eo OF 
whole detachment was inevitable. C-0,; eae ad | awe AS 
Licutenant-colonel Tarleton, upon receiving the intelligence com- San tey Gracie ‘@ 

municated by the videttes, refolved, without lofs of time, to make "i 
an attack upon the Americans. Advancing within two hundred 

and fifty yards of their firft line, he made a hafty difpofition of 

his force. The light and legion infantry, and the feventh regi- jason at qe 

ment, were ordered to form in line, a captain, with fifty dragoons, ees 

being attached to each of their flanks; and the firft battalion of pee and 

the feventy-firft regiment, and the reft of the cavalry, were direéted Tarleton. 

to form as a referve, and wait for orders. This difpofition being 

fettled, Tarleton, relying on the valour of his troops, impatient of 

delay, and too confident of fuccefs, led on in perfon the firft line to 

the attack, even before it was fully formed, and whilft major New- 

marfh, who commanded the feventh regiment, was pofting his 

officers: Neither had the referve yet reached the ground which it 

was to occupy. The firft line of the Americans being compofed of 

militia, did not long withftand the charge of the Britith regulars : 

Tt gave way in all quarters, and was purfued to thé continentals. 

The latter, undifmayed by the retreat of the militia, maintained 

their ground with great bravery ; and the conflict between them and 
WiOL.: bl. p st the 


tae 
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Cc Aer P. the Britith troops was obftinate and bloody. Captain Ogilvie, with 
__ his troop of dragoons on the right of the Britith line, was directed 
17ST tq charge the left flank of the enemy. He cut his way. through 
their line, but being expofed to a heavy fire, and, at the fame time, 
charged by the whole of Wafhington’s cavalry, was compelled to 

retreat in confufion. The Britifh referve now received orders to 

move forward; and as.foonjas the line felt the advance of the 
feventy-firft regiment, the whole again moved on. The continentals, 

no longer able to ftand the fhock, were forced to give way. This 

was the critical moment of the action, which might have been im- 

proved {fo as to fecure to the Britifh troops a complete victory. An 

order, it is faid, was difpatched to the cavalry to charge the enemy 

when in confufion; but if fuch an order was delivered, it was not 
obeyed; and the infantry, enfeebled by their fatiguing march in the 
morning, through fwamps and broken grounds, and by their fubfe- 

quent exertions in the ation, were unable to come up with the 

flying enemy. ‘The critical moment loft on the one fide was eagerly 

feized on the other. ‘The American commander, finding that the 

Britifh cavalry did not purfue, gave orders to Wafhington to cover 

with his dragoons the rear of the broken provincials, whilft he ex- 

etted himfelf to the utmoft to rally them. His endeavours fuc- 
ceeded: The continentals were rallied and formed, and now in 

their turn charged the aflailants. In diforder from the purfuit, and 
unfupported by the cavalry, fuch of the Britifh infantry as were 
fartheft advanced, receiving this unexpected charge, fell back in con- 

fufion, and communicated a panic to others, which foon became 
eeneral. Wafhington charged with his cavalry; and a total rout 

enfued. The militia who had fled, feeing the fortune of the day 
changed, returned and joined in the purfuit. The Britifh infantry 

were foon overtaken, as the fame caufes which retarded them in 


the purfuit, now impeded their fight; and almoft the whole were 
either 
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taken, but not till the whole of the artillery-men attached to them U-+~—~ 


L7of. 


either killed or taken prifoners. The two field-pieces were 


were either killed or wounded. It was in vain that Tarleton en- 
deavoured to bring his legion cavalry to charge and check the pro- 
erefs of the enemy: They ftill ftood aloof, and at length fled in a 
body through the woods, leaving their commander behind. Four- 
teen officers, however, remained with him, and about forty men of 
At the head of thefe he made Colonel 


‘L'arleton de- 
a defperate charge on the whole of Wafhington’s cavalry, and drove fe, Bite 


the feventeenth regiment of dragoons: 


them back upon the continentals. But no partial advantage, however 
brilliant, could now retrieve the fortune of the day: All was already 
loft; and Tarleton, feeing nothing farther to be done, retreated with 
the remains of this {mall but brave and faithful band of adherents, 
to Hamilton’s Ford, upon Broad River, in his way to the main 
army under lord Cornwallis, then at Turkey Creek, about twenty- 
five miles from the field of a€tion. The only body of Tarleton’s 
infantry that efcaped was the guard left with the baggage, which had 
not reached the Cowpens at the time of the ation: Early intelli- 
gence of the defeat being conveyed to the officer who commanded 
it, by fome friendly Americans, he immediately deftroyed whatever 
part of the baggage could not be carried off, and mounting his men 
on the waggon and {pare horfes, retreated to the main army unmo- 
lefted. Few of the legion cavalry were mifling: One divifion of 
them arrived the fame evening in the neighbourhood of the Britith 


encampment, with the news of their defeat, and another under 


Tarleton, who in his way had been joined by fome ftragglers, ap- 


peared the next morning. ‘The whole lofs of the Britifh troops, in 
this unfortunate affair, amounted to at leaft fix hundred men; and 
The lofs of 


was fo fmall as 


of them near one half was either killed or wounded. 
the Americans, according to their report of it, 
{carcely to deferve credit. It amounted to twelve killed, and fixty 


et 2 


wounded. 
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C HAP. wounded. During the whole period of the war no other action re- 


SCIEN. 


UW flected fo much difhonour upon the Britifh_arms. The Britifh were 


DieTte 


faperior in numbers. Morgan had only five hundred and forty con- 
tinentals, the reft militia. Tarleton’s force compofed the light troops 
of lord Cornwallis’s army. Every difafter that befel lord Corn- 
wallis, after Tarleton’s moft fhameful defeat at the Cowpens, may 
moft juftly be attributed to the imprudence and unfoldierly conduct 
of that officer in the action. It was afked, why he did not con- 
fult majors .M‘Arthur and Newmarfh, officers of experience and 
reputation, who had been in fervice before Tarleton was born? 
Colonel Tarleton, in his Hiftory of the Southern Campaigns in 
America, admits that the ground on which Morgan formed had 
been deferibed with great perfpicuity to him. He alfo admits, 
that he had obtained a very accurate knowledge of Morgan’s fitua- 
tion, and of the ground on which Morgan had drawn up his army. 
That there was every profpe&t of fuccefs from the animation and 
alacrity of his troops; that his troops moved in a good line; that 
his fre was well fupported, and produced much flaughter; that the 
continentals and back woodfmen gave ground, and the Britifh rufhed 
forward; that the ground which Morgan had chofen was difadvan- 
tageous for the Americans, and as proper a fituation for ation as 
colonel Tarleton could have wifhed: Under all thefe advantages in 
favour of Tarleton, and difadvantages againft Morgan, ‘Tarleton is 
completely defeated and totally routed. Is it poflible for the mind 


to form any other conclufion, than that there was a radical defe@, 4 


and a want of military knowledge on the part of colonel Tarleton? 
That he poffeffes perfonal bravery inferior to no man, is beyond a 
doubt; but his talents at the period we are fpeaking of never 
exceeded that of a partizan captain of light dragoons, daring in 
fkirmifhes. He could defeat an enemy in detail, by continually ha- 


rafling, and cutting off detached parties, 
The 
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The defeat of his majefty’s troops at the Cowpens formed a very © ae P. (a 
principal link in the chain of circumftances which led to the indews ~~ . 


1 : : 1781. 
pendence of America. Colonel Tarleton acquired power without any : 


extraordinary degree of merit, and upon moft occafions exercifed it 
without difcretion. 
Nothing could be more unexpected by lord Cornwallis, than the 
news of Tarleton’s difcomfiture. If he judged from the events of 
former actions, where the numbers were not fo equally balanced, 
and the difproportion much more in favour of the Americans, he 
had reafon to look for a victory inftead of defeat. The difappoint- 
ment was galling; and the lofs of credit caft a fhade over the com- 
mencement of the expedition. But another confequence of the de- anne 
feat was of a ftill more ferious nature: The lofs of the light troops, Tarleton’s 
at all times neceffary to an army, but on a march through a woody ae 
and thinly fettled country, almoft indifpenfable, was not to be 
repaired. mee 
Deeply as his lordfhip was affected with the weight of this mif- he 
fortune, and greatly as he faw his difficulties increafed by it, he ) | 
neverthelefs refolved to profecute the original plan of the expedi- a 
tion into North Carolina, as the only means of maintaining the TT He diy wi 
Britith intereft in the fouthern colonies. ‘The reinforcement under at? ILF. Ay 
general Leflie not having yet come up, the eighteenth of January 
was fpent in forming a jun@ion with it; and on the nineteenth the #1 
army refumed its march. Some hopes were entertained that Mor- | 
gan, incumbered as he was with prifoners, might ftill be overtaken hay 
between Broad River and the Catawba. But that active partizan, Oe 
fenfible of his danger, quitted the Gowpens immediately after the (1 
action, and proceeding to the upper fords on Broad River, pafled it 
with his detachment and the prifoners. The wounded, who were 
unable to travel, were left behind under the protection of a flag of | 
truce. From Broad River Morgan directed his courfe to the Ca- ET 
tawba, 
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C HA P. tawba, and moved with fo much celerity that he reached it before 
XLI. 
w~— the Britifh army. Yet, fo clofely had he been purfued, that the 


VA ae 4 idvance of the Britith troops arrived at the banks of that river in 
Htene Lok > Coon ~ the evening of the twenty-ninth of January, only two hours after 
LLEILG tier Jp tiaes AE fv 


CEN ota te joa From, the laft of Morgan's corps had crofled. A heavy rain, that fell in 
BA nase apace ve Slope the night, fwelled the river fo much as to render it impaffable the 

x Ct  fecrtea We | fae next morning; and, as it continued fo for two days, Morgan had 

Lo sheet wrt than a Blo time to make an arrangement for difincumbering himfelf of the 
. o. gts that Aa Me wmot prifoners, and fending them off under an efcort of militia, by a dif. 
vucetitect- Aad aekes aL, Lacalin Sor rent route from that which he propofed to take. Whilft the pri- 
wate any ag the Preard toners proceeded on their march, he, with his detachment, remained 
by pecs, jx a move cr on the north banks of the Catawba, and, by calling out the militia 
Ne Chaar ay 0D Hie et ter of the country to affift him in guarding the fords, prepared to dif- 
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iy £237 C/tLEae theca Oe sO Otacozn 
M2. pope aver th the Ju else troops could only be remedied by the activity of the whole army, 
the 


+ i Ve. Oyrererakicy  refolved to deftroy all the fuperfluous baggage. By firft reducing 
coe Onto bo eceh the fize and quantity of his own, he fet an example which was 


I 


Previoufly to the arrival of the Britifh troops on the banks of the 
Catawba, lord Cornwallis, confidering that the lofs of his light 


os alley Ut Has ler Cae E li, cheerfully followed by all the officers under his command, although 
sg ee 4 ole i ffanen ca; Aoweuerby fo doing they fuftained a confiderable lofs. No waggons were 
Wwe Os eee Le lee Marg oynt referved except thofe loaded with hofpital ftores, falt, and ammuni- 
it | 1 | Mong Ae ae esas lab lonp ~* tion, and four empty ones for the accommodation of the fick or 
| hic held arth des reso4 wounded*, And fuch was the ardour both of officers and foldiers, 
| Lovrisoian, Lod Cormad ates and their willingnefs to fubmit to any hardfhip for the promotion 
Ry Arcece Las ee 0 the fervice ; that this arrangement, which deprived them of all 
fitttive Te ee éevee future profpe&t of fpirituous liquors, and even hazarded a re- 
) Conan arn clr wn Char. gular fupply of provifions, was acquiefced in without a murmur. 
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* The remainder of the waggons, baggage, and all the flore of four and rum, were de- 
firoyed at Ramfour’s Mill, 
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In the mean time general Greene, upon receiving information of © H_A P. 


ALI. 


lord Cornwallis’s march, and his rapid purfuit of Morgan, left his +—~— 


army upon the Pedee, under the command of general Huger and 
colonel Williams, with orders to retreat by forced marches to the 
upper country, in order to form a junction with the light troops 
wherever it might be praéticable, whilft he, with an efcort of dragoons, 
proceeded immediately to that corps, that he might be the better 
enabled to regulate its movements for facilitating the propofed junc- 
tion. After travelling with great expedition, he arrived at Morgan’s 
camp on the laft day of January. 

In the courfe of two days, the river having fallen fo as to render 
it fordable, lord Cornwallis determined to attempt a paflage. That 
he might perplex the enemy, and draw off their attention from the 
real obje&t, lieutenant-colonel Webfter, with one divifion of the 
army, was detached to a public ford called Beattie’s, with orders to 
cannonade, and make a feint, as if he intended to force a paflage ; 
whilft lord Cornwallis, with the other divifion, marched to a private 
ford near M‘Cowan’s, where the paflage was in reality to be at- 
tempted. The divifion under lord Cornwallis marched from its 
encampment at one in the morning of the firft of February, and 
reached the ford about dawn. The numerous fires feen on the op- 
pofite fhoresquickly convinced the Britifh commander that this ford, 
although a private one, had not efcaped the vigilance of the enemy. 
General Davidfon, with three hundred militia, had been fent to 
cuard it only the evening before. Neverthelefs lord Cornwallis de- 
termined to proceed; and the paflage was gallantly and fuccefsfully 
effected by the brigade of guards under general O‘Hara. Plunging 
into the rapid ftream, in many places reaching above their middle, 
and near five hundred yards wide, they marched on with the ut- 
moft fteadinefs and compofure; and although expofed to the fire of 
the enemy, referved their own, according to their orders, until they 
6 reached 
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reached the oppofite bank. The paflage of the river was made in 
the following order: The light-infantry of the guards, led by co- 
lonel Hall, firft entered the water: They were followed by the gre- 
nadiers, and the grenadiers by the battalions, the men marching in 
platoons to fupport one another againft the rapidity of the ftream. 
When the light-infantry had nearly reached the middle of the river 
they were challenged by one of the enemy’s centinels. The cen- 
tinel, having challenged thrice, and received no anfwer, immediately 
gave the alarm by difcharging his mufquet; and the enemy’s pic- 
quets were turned out. No fooner did the guide, who attended the 
light-infantry to fhew them the ford, hear the report of the cen- 
tinel’s mufquet, than he turned round and left them. ‘This, which 
at firft feemed to portend much mifchief, in the end proved a for- 
tunate incident. Colonel Hall, being forfaken by his guide, and 
not knowing the true direGtion of the ford, led the column di- 
rely acrofs the river, to the neareft part of the oppofite bank. 
This direction, as it afterwards appeared, carried the Britifh troops 
confiderably above the place where the ford terminated on the other 
fide, and where the enemy’s picquets were pofted; fo that when 
they delivered their fire, the light-infantry were already fo far ad- 
vanced as to be out of the line of its direction, and it took place 
angularly upon the rear of the grenadiers, fo as to produce no great 
effet. When general Davidfon perceived the direCtion of the Bri- 
tifh column, he led his men to that part of the bank which faced 
it. But by the time of his arrival the light-infantry had overcome 
all their difficulties: ‘They were getting out of the water and form- 
ing, and fo foon as they had formed, quickly routed and difperfed 
general Davidfon’s militia, killing or wounding about forty of 
them. General Davidfon was the laft of the enemy who remained 
upon the bank, and in mounting his horfe to make his efcape, re- 
ceived a mortal wound, 
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In effecting this difficult and dangerous paflage of the Catawba, ir 
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the face of the enemy, the whole lofs of the guards amounted only Ass 


to forty, lieutenant-colonel Hall *, and three privates, being killed, and 
thirty-fix wounded f. The other troops which compofed lord Corn- 
wallis’s divifion of the army followed the guards in fucceffion; and, 
as foon as the whole had landed, licutenant-colonel Tarleton, with 
the cavalry, and the twenty-third regiment, was fent in purfuit of 
the militia. Upon his march, receiving intelligence that the place 
appointed for their rendezvous was at Tarrant’s Tavern, about ten 
miles diftant, he left behind the twenty-third regiment, which took 
poft about five miles from Beattie’s Ford, and, for the fake of dif- 
patch, proceeded with the cavalry only. About five hundred of the 
militia, from different fords, were aflembled, when he reached the 
place of their rendezvous, and appeared not unprepared to receive 
him. Tarleton, neverthelefs, refolved to attack them, and ani- 
mating his men with,a flinging recollection, of the a@ion at the 
Cowpens, made a furious charge upon the enemy, broke through 
their centre, killed near fifty upon the fpot, and quickly difperfed 
the whole, The gallantry of the guards in pafling the broad river 
Catawba, in the face of the enemy, andthe fubfequent rout and 
difperfion of the militia, firft at the ford, and afterwards by Tarle- 
ton, at Tarrant’s Tavern, made fuch an impreffion on the. inha- 


* Lieutenant-colonel Hall was killed in afcending the bank, after he had croffed the river, 


+ The following accidents happened to the horfes ‘of the general officers in pafi ing the 
river : —Lord Cornwallis’s horfe was fhot in the water, but did not drop till he reached the 
fhore. .General Leflie’s horfes were carried by the rapidity of the ftream fome diftance down 
the riyer, until his groom got upon a rock and held them. Brigadier O‘Hara’s horfe rolled 


over with him in the water: The brigadier, no doubt, was thoroughly wet from this accident, 
but received no other injury. 


¢ This 1s Tarleton’s account, page 226 of his Campaigns; but a Britifh officer, who rode 


over the ground not long after’ the action, relates, that he didmot fee ten-déad bodies of the 
provincials in the whole. 
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C HAP. pitants, that although the country between the Catawba and the 
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Yadkin was deemed the moft hoftile part of North Carolina, the 
army in its progrefs to the laft of thefe rivers met with no farther 
moleftation from the militia. 

General Greene had hoped, by guarding the fords with the light 
troops under Morgan, affifted by the militia, to prevent lord Corn- 
wallis from pafling, until the other divifion of the American army, 
under Huger and Williams, fhould have time to come up. But the 
Britith general, by forcing a paflage in the manner already related,. 
quickly put an end to his hopes. ‘The guards ftationed at the dif- 
ferent fords were accordingly withdrawn; and the light troops under ~ 
Morgan began a precipitate retreat towards the Yadkin. 

The other divifion of the Britifh army, under colonel Webfter, 
paffed the Catawba at Beattie’s Ford, in the courfe of the day, and 
at night joined lord Cornwallis’s divifion, about five miles from the 
ford, on the road to Salifbury. Early the next morning the Britifh 
troops marched in purfuit of Morgan; but the celerity of his move- 
ments baffled all their efforts. He reached the trading ford on the 
Yadkin in the night between the fecond and third of February, and 
with the affiftance of all the boats and flats that could be collected, 
completed the pailage of his corps, with their baggage, by the 
following evening, except only a few waggons left under an 
efcort of riflemen. ‘The rifle-men, after a flight refiltance, fled 
under cover of the night, and their waggons were of courfe 
taken. 

The American cavalry had paffed by the ford of the river; but 

a heavy rain that fell during the day, rendered the river unfordable 
by the next morning: The {ame rain, by {welling the creeks, and 
-increafing the badnefs of the roads, had alfo retarded general O'Hara 
on his march; and thus Morgan’s detachment, from fortunate inci- 


dents, had another hairbreadth efcape. 
All 


AMERICAN WAR. 


All the boats and flats having been fecured by Morgan on the 
other fide of the river, the river itfelf being unfordable, and conti- 
nuing to rife, and the weather ftill appearing unfettled, lord Corn- 
wallis determined to march up the. weftern banks of the Yadkin, 
and pafs by the fhallow fords near its fource. All hopes of prevent- 
ing the jun@ion of the two divifions of the American army were 
now at an end; but ftill another object, not lefs effential, remained, 
which the new line of dire€tion of the march was calculated to 
favour. This was, to get between the American army and Virginia, 
to which province it was obvious general Greene meant to retreat, 
rather than hazard an ation with his prefent numbers, As much, 
therefore, as it was the intereft of general Greene to fecure his re- 
treat, and avoid an ation, fo much was it that of the Britifh com- 
mander to intercept him, and compel it, before he was joined by 
his reinforcements. The lower fords, upon the river that feparates 
North Carolina from Virginia, were reprefented to be impaflable in 
the winter feafon, and the ferries to be fo diftant that.a fuflicient 
number of flats could not be colle&ed to tranfport the American 
army in any convenient time. Lord Cornwallis, mifled by this in- 
formation, direéted his march to the upper fords upon the Dan, in 
order to intercept Greene’s retreat, by the only route which at 
that feafon of the year was reprefented to be practicable. 

In the mean time the two divifions of the American army formed 
a jundtion at Guildford Gourt-houfe. A council of war was held: 
And by their advice a retreat into Virginia, without hazarding an 
action, was finally refolved upon. In order the more eafily to 
effect this, a light army was formed of the beft of the American 
troops, amounting in the whole to about feven hundred men, who 
were directed to manceuvre in front of the Britifh line of march, 
whilft the reft of the army, with the baggage, proceeded by the 
neare{t route to Boyd’s Ferry, on the Dan. 
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ward to prepare every thing neceflary for facilitating the paflage, 
whilft general Greene marched on with all poffible difpatch. At laft 
he reached the Dan, and fo much had lord Cornwallis been mifin- 
formed as to the means of paffing the river, that the American 
troops, both the main and the light army, with their baggage, in- 
ftead of meeting with any difficulty or delay, were pafled over with 
eafe, at Boyd’s and Irwin’s Ferries, in the courfe of a fingle day, 
the fourteenth of February. The light army, which was the laftin 
croffing, was fo clofely purfued, that {carcely had its rear landed, 
when the Britith advance appeared on the oppofite banks ; and “in 
the laft twenty-four hours it is faid to have marched forty miles. 
The hardthips fuffered by the Britifh troops, for want of their tents 
and ufual baggage, in this long and rapid purfuit, through a wild and 
unfettled country, were uncommonly great; yet fuch was their ar- 
dour in the fervice, that they fubmitted to them without a murmur, 
from the hope of giving a decifive blow to the American army, 
before it croffed the Roanoke. And that the latter efcaped without 
fuffering any material injury, feems more owing to a train of for- 
tunate incidents, judicioufly improved by their commander, than to 
any want of enterprife or activity in the army that purfued. Yet 
the operations of lord Cornwallis, during the purfuit, would pro- 
bably have been more efficacious, had not the unfortunate affair at 
the Cowperis deprived him of almoft the whole of his light troops. 
Lord Cornwallis, having thus driven general Greene out of the 
province of North Carolina, returned by eafy marches from the 
banks of the Dan to Hillfborough, where he erected the king’s 
ftandard, and invited by proclamation all loyal fubjets to repair to 
it, and take an aétive part in aflifting him to reftore order and con- 
ftitutional government. The loyalifts in North Carolina were origin- 
ally more numerous than in any of the other colonies: But the 
misfortunes confequent on premature rifings had confiderably 
. thinned 
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thinned them. 
joined the king’s troops to the fouthward, and thofe who remained 
were become cautious from the recolleftion of paft mifcarriages. 
Their {pirits may be faid to havebeen broken by repeated j perfecutions. 
Still, however, the zeal of fome was not reprefled; and, influenced 


by them, confiderable numbers were preparing to Geeta when ge 4 


the prefumed effec of lord Cornwallis’s proclamation, and a Lhol 


about the fame time, reinforced with fix hundred Virginia mili 
Dan, and re-entering North Carolina. Even with this addition to 
his numbers, he had no intention of hazarding an action; but he 
forefaw that his return into the province would check the rifing 
fpirit amongft the loyalifts; and he hoped, by means of his light 
troops, to interrupt their communications with the royal army. 
Lieutenant-colonel Lee, with his legion, was detached acrofs the 
river on the twenty-firft of February, and the next day general 
Greene paffed it with the reft of the army. 

A number of loyalifts being ready to aflemble, under a colonel 
Pyle, upon the branches of Haw River, lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, 
with the cavalry, and a fmall body of infantry, was detached to- 
wards that part of the country, to give countenance to their rifing, 
and to afford them affiftance and protection. The American colonel 
Lee, having alfo received intelligence of the. propofed infurredtion, 
haftened with his legion towards the fame quarter, in order to 
if poflible, 
crufh the loyalifts before their jun@ion with the Britifh troops. 
The loyalifts affembled, and on the twenty-fifth of February were 


countera&t Tarleton’s operations, and, Intercept and 


proceeding to Tarleton’s encampment, unapprehenfive of danger, 


when they were met in a lane by Lee, with his legion. The loy- 
alifis, unfortunately miftaking the American cavalry for Tarleton’s 


dragoons, 
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dragoons, allowed themfelves to be furrounded before they difco- 
vered their error. When at laft it became manifeft, they called out 
for quarter; but no quarter was granted; and between two and 
three hundred of them were inhumanly butchered, while in the a& 
of begging for mercy. Humanity fhudders at the recital of fo foul 
a maflacre: But cold and unfeeling policy avows it as the mott 
effectual means of intimidating the friends of royal government. 
The country round Hillfborough being nearly exhaufted of pro- 
vifions, and this forward pofition being thought too diftant, after 
the return of general Greene’s army, for atfording effectual protec- 
tion to the great body of loyalifts who refided between Haw and 


Deep Rivers, lord Cornwallis thought it expedient to retire from 


Hillfborough, and take a new pofition between thefe rivers, fo as 
effe€tually to cover the country in his rear. This was accordingly 
done; and the Britifh army, after pafling Haw River, encamped on 
Allamance Creek. The bulk of mankind being guided by external 
appearances, nothing could be more unfavourable to lord Corn- 
wallis’s prefent views than this retrograde movement upon the ap- 
proach of general Greene’s army. If the loyalifts were before cau- 
tious and flow, they now became timid to an excefs, and dreaded 
taking any active meafure whatfoever in behalf of the king’s go- 
vernment, more efpecially when they refle@ed on the difafter that 


had happened to colonel Pyle, whofe detachment was cut to pieces - 


within little more than a mile of Tarleton’s encampment. When lord 
Cornwallis, therefore, had retired beyond the Haw, he had too much 
reafon to complain that he found himfelf amongft irrefolute friends, 
and adjoining to inveterate enemies ; and that between the two he 
was fo deftitute of information that he had lof a very favourable 
opportunity of attacking the American army. 

It has been already ftated that lord Cornwallis hoifted the royal 
ftandard, and iffued a proclamation, at Hillfborough. As much has 
been 
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been faid upon this fubje&t, as to lord Cornwallis’s leaving Hill- 
borough before the period ftated in his proclamation had expired, 
and of the confequent diftrefs of the loyalifts, the author, who had 
the honour of being commiflary to the army under his lordthip’s 
command, not wifhing to fhrink from any refponfibility annexed 
to his fituation, feels it incumbent on him here to ftate a few facts. 
The author ever believed, and is well founded in his affertion, that 
one principal caufe of lord Cornwallis’s leaving Hillfborough fo foon 
as he did, was in confequence of a written report being made by 
the author, as well as from feveral converfations held with lord 
Cornwallis upon the fubje&t, ftating the impoflibility. of fupporting 
his majefty’s army at Hillfborough: There being few cattle to be had 
in its neighbourhood, and thofe principally draught oxen, lord 
Cornwallis had promifed that they fhould not be flaughtered but in 
cafe of abfolute neceflity ; but that neceflity did exift, and compelled 
the author to dire& that feveral. of the draught oxen fhould be 


killed. This meafure, although the effect of neceflity, caufed much 


murmuring amongft the loyalifts, whofe property thefe cattle were. 
Moft of the cattle in the neighbourhood of Hillfborough had been 


confumed by: the Americans, who held a poft for a very confider- 


able time in that town. 
During the time the royal army. held Hillfborough, the author’s 
cattle-drivers were obliged to go a confiderable diftance ftom the 
army for cattle, and even then brought in but a very fcanty fupply. 
Lord Cornwallis could not have remained as long as he did at Hillf- 
borough had it not been for a quantity of falt-beef; pork, and 
fome hogs, found in the town. Such was the fituation of the Bri- 
tifh army, that the author, with a file of men, was obliged to go 
from houfe to houfe, throughout the town, to take provifions from 
the inhabitants, many of whom were greatly diftrefled by this mea- 
fure, which could be juftified only by extreme necedlity. 
As 
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As lord Cornwallis retired, the American army advanced; and 
general Greene having pafied the Haw, near its fource, took poft 
between Troublefome Creek and Reedy Fork; but not thinking 
himfelf yet ftrong enough to rifque an action, he changed his po- 
fition every night, in order to avoid the pofibility of it. The 
American light troops and militia were pofted upon the branches 
of Reedy Fork, whilft general Greene, with the main army, at fome 
diftance, inclined towards Guildford Couri-houfe. Whilft the Ame- 
rican army lay in this fituation, lord Cornwallis, receiving intelli- 
gence that their light troops were carelefsly pofted, determined to 
beat up their quarters, and compel them to retire to a greater dif- 
tance; being at the fame time in hopes, if general Greene fhould 
move to their affiftance, that a favourable opportunity might offer 
for attacking him to advantage. Accordingly, early in the morn- 
ing of the fixth of March, the Britifh army pafled Allamance Creek, 
and marched towards Reedy Fork. Fortunately for the American 
light troops, they received information of the march of the Britifh 
army, whilft it was yet at fome diftance, and haftily calling in their 
detachments, retired acrofs Reedy Fork. At Wetzell’s Mill, upon that 
creek, they attempted to make a ftand, but were quickly diflodged 
with confiderable flaughter by the brigade under leutenant-colonel 
Webfter. Greene, inftead of marching to their afiiftance, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of the advance of the Britith army, retreated 
over the Haw, in order to preferve his communication with the 
roads by which he expedted his fupplies and reinforcements. Thefe 
were now faft approathing; and in a few days he was joined by 
another brigade of militia from Virginia under general Lawfon, two 
from North Carolina, under generals Butler and Eaton, and a con- 
fiderable detachment of regulars raifed for eighteen months. He 
had alfo been joined, fince his laft return into North Carolina, 
by the militia from the frontiers under colonels Campbell and 
3 Prefton ; 
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Prefton; fo that his numbers at this time probably exceeded five © ee P. 
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General Greene, thus powerfully reinforced, knowing that the 
time of fervice of the militia would foon expire, determined to % 
avail himfelf of his prefent ftrength by offering battle to lord Corn- 
wallis. Accordingly he again advanced, and, repafling the Haw, 
moved forward to Guildford Court-houfe, within twelve miles of 
the Britith army, which, fince his laft retreat, had taken a new po- 
fition at the Quakers’ Meeting-houfe in the Forks of Deep River. 

The near approach of general Greene, and all his other move- 4. 
ments, fince he was joined by his reinforcements, indicating an in- 
tention of no longer avoiding an action, lord Cornwallis embraced 
with much fatisfaction the proffered opportunity of giving him 
battle. On the evening of the fourteenth of March, the baggage — March. 
was fent off to Bell’s Mill, upon Deep River, efcorted by lieutenant- 
colonel Hamilton, with his own regiment, one hundred infantry , 
of the line, and twenty of Tarleton’s cavalry; and, at dawn the 
next morning, the reft of the army was put in motion towards 
Guildford Court-houfe. About four miles from Guildford the ad- Aaion near 
vanced guards of both armies met, and a fharp conflict enfued, het 


between lord 
which was well fupported on both fides. Lieutenant-colonel Tarle. Co™wallis 


ton commanded the Britith advance, which confifted of the cavalry, Beet 
the light-infantry of the guards, and the yagers; that of the Ame- 
ricans was commanded by lieutenant-colonel Lee, and was compofed 4 
of his legion, with fome mountaineers and Virginia militia. Lee Oe |) 
behaved with great bravery, and maintained his ground with firm- { } 
nefs, until the appearance of the twenty-third regiment, advancing 
to fupport Tarleton, obliged the Americans to retire with precipi- ' 
tation. During the fkirmith general Greene drew up his army on 
very commanding ground, in order of battle, which confifted of 
three lines. The two brigades of North Carolina militia, pofted be- 

Vou. II. X x hind 
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c oe P. hind a fence in the fkirt of a wood, with open ground in front of 


their centre, and their two flanks extending into the woods, com- 
pofed his firft line: ‘The Virginia militia, under Stevens and Law- 
fon, formed the fecond line, and were pofted entirely in the wood, 
about three hundred yards in the rear of the firft: ‘Two brigades of 
continental troops formed the third line, and were drawn up chiefly 
in open ground near Guildford Court-houfe, about four hundred 
yards in the rear of the Virginia militia. Colonel Wafhington, with 
the dragoons of the firft and third regiment, a detachment of con- 
tinental light-infantry, and a regiment of rifleemen under colonel 
Lynch, formed a corps of obfervation for the fecurity of the right 
flank; and Lee, with his legion, a detachment of light-infantry, 
and a corps of rifle-men, was appointed to the fame fervice on the 
left. 

As foon as the head of the Britifh column appeared in fight of 
the firft line of the Americans, a cannonade was begun from two 
{ix-pounders, pofted upon the road in their centre, which was im- 
mediately anfwered by the royal artillery under leutenant Macleod; 
and, whilft this cannonade continued, the Britifh commander, with 
the utmoft difpatch, made his difpofition for the attack, which was 
in the following order: The feventy-firft regiment, with the re- 
giment of Bofe, led by general Leflie, and fupported by the firft 
battalion of the guards, under colonel Norton, formed the right of 
the Britifh line; and the twenty-third and thirty-third regiments, 
led by lieutenant-colonel Webiter, and fupported by brigadier- 
general O‘Hara, with the grenadiers and fecond battalion of the 
guards, formed the left. The light infantry of the guards, with 
the yagers, pofted on the left of the artillery, and the cavalry in 
column behind it on the road, formed a corps of obfervation. 

This difpofition being made, the line received orders to advance, 
and moved forward with that fleady and guarded, but firm and de- 
termined, 
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termined, refolution which difcipline alone can confer. It has been C eae P. 
remarked by an eye-witnefs*, that “ the order and coolnefs of CJ 


“ that part of Webfter’s brigade which advanced acrofs the open 
“ ground, expofed to the enemy’s fire, could not be fufficiently 
“ extolled.” At the diftance of one hundred and forty yards they 
received the enemy’s firft fire, but continued to advance unmoved, 
When arrived at a nearer and more convenient diftance, they deli- 
vered their own fire, and rapidly charged with their bayonets: 
The enemy did not wait the fhock, but retreated behind their fe- 
cond line. In other parts of the. line the Britith troeps behaved 
with equal gallantry, and were not lefs fuccefsful. The fecond line 
of the enemy made a braver and ftouter refiftance than the firft. 
Pofted in the woods, and covering themfelves with trees, they kept 
up for a confiderable time a galling fire, which did great execution. 
At length, however, they were compelled to retreat, and fall back 
upon the continentals. In this fevere confli€& the whole of the Bri- 
tith infantry were engaged: General Leflie, from the great extent 
of the enemy’s front, reaching far beyond his right, had been very 
early obliged to bring forward the firft battalion of the guards, ap- 
pointed for his referve, and form it into line: And lieutenant-colo- 
nel Webfter, finding the left of the thirty-third regiment expofed 
to a heavy fire from the right wing of the enemy, which greatly 
out-flanked him, changed its front to the left; and the ground be- 
come vacant by this movement was immediately occupied by ge- 
neral O*Hara, with the grenadiers, and fecond battalion of the 
guards. Webfter, moving to the left with the thirty-third regi- 
ment, fupported by the light-infantry of the guards, and the yagers, 
routed and put to flight the right wing of the enemy, and in his 
progrefs, after two fevere ftruggles, gained the right of the conti- 
nentals ; but the fuperiority of their numbers, and the weight of 


* Licutenant-colonel Tarleton, p. 273 of his Campaigns, 
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Ge P. their fire, obliged him, feparated as he was from the reft of the 
t—-— Britith line, to re-crofs a ravine, and occupy an advantageous pofi- 


1781. 


tion on the oppofite bank, until he could hear of the progrefs of 
the king’s troops on the right. The Britifh line, being fo much 


extended to the right and left, in order to thew a front equal to the. 


enemy, was unavoidably broken into intervals in the purfuit of the 
frft and fecond American lines; fome parts of it being more ad- 
vanced than others, in confequence of the different dégrees of re- 
Gftance that had been met with, or of other impediments arifing 
from the thicknefs of the woods, and the inequality of the ground. 
The whole, however, (ill moved forward; and the fecond batta- 
lion of the guards, commanded by the honourable licutenant-colo- 
nel Stuart, was the firft that reached the open ground at Guildford 
Court-houfe. Impatient to fignalize themfelves, they immediately 
attacked a body of continentals, ereatly fuperior in number, that 
was feen formed on the left of the road, routed them and took their 
cannon, being two fix-pounders ; but, purfuing them with too 
much ardour and impetuofity towards the wood in their rear, were 
thrown into confufion by a heavy fire received from a body of con- 
tinentals, who were yet unbroken, and being inftantly charged by 
Wafhington’s dragoons, were driven back with great flaughter, and 
the lofs of the cannon that had been taken. Lieutenant Macleod, 
advancing along the road with the royal artillery, had by this time 
reached the open ground. Bya {pirited and well-directed cannonade 
he checked the purfuit of the Americans: Fortunately alfo, the 
feventy-firft regiment, belonging to general Leflie’s divifion, was 
feen emerging from the woods on the right, and the twenty-third, 
not long afterwards, made its appearance on the left. To the right 
and left of thefe regiments, general O*Hara, although feverely 
wounded, rallied with much gallantry and great expedition, the re- 


mains of the fecond battalion of the guards; and the Americans 
were 
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were quickly repulfed and put to flight, with once more the lofs of © H A P. 
the two fix-pounders: ‘Two other fix-pounders were alfo taken, WW—~J 
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being all the artillery which they had in the field, and two ammu- 
nition waggons. ‘The feventy-firft pufhed forward to an eminence 
.at the Court-houfe, on the left flank of the continentals. Lieute- 
nant-colonel Webfter again advanced acrofs the ravine, defeated the 
corps that was oppofed to him, and connected himfelf with the 
centre of the Britith line. The continentals of the American army 
being now driven from their ground, as well as the militia, a gene- 
ral retreat took place; but it was condu€ted with order and regu- 
larity. ‘The twenty-third and feventy-firft regiments, with part of 
the cavalry, were at firft fent in purfuit of the enemy, but afterwards 
received orders to return. It is probable that, as the Britith com- 
mander became more acquainted with all the circumftances of the 
action, and the number of the killed and wounded, he found it ne- 
ceflary to countermand his orders, and defift from the purfuit. The 
action being now ended in the centre and on the left of the Britith 
line, a firing was ftill heard on the right, where general Leflie, with 
the firft battalion of the guards, and the regiment of Bofe, had 
been greatly impeded in advancing by the exceflive thicknefg of the 
woods, which rendered their bayonets of little ufe. The broken 
corps of the enemy were thereby encouraged to make frequenc 
ftands, and to throw in an irregular fire; fo that this part of the 
Britith line was at times warmly engaged in front, flank, and rear, 
with fome of the enemy that had been routed in the firft attack, 
and with part of the extremity of their left wing, which, by the 
clofenefs of the woods, had been paffed unfeen. 

At one period of the action the firft battalion of the guards was 
completely broken. It had fuffered ereatly in afcending a woody 
height to attack the fecond line of the Americans, ftrongly pofted 
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C HAP. upon the top of it, who, availing themfelves of the advantages of 
their fituation, retired, as foon as they had difcharged their pieces, 


behind the brow of the hill, which prote@ed them from the fhot of 
the guards, and returned, as foon as they had loaded, and were 
again in readinefs to hre. Notwithftanding the difadvantage under 
which the attack was made, the guards reached the fummit of the 
eminence, and put this part of the American line to fight: But no 
fooner was it done, than another line of the Americans prefented 
itfelf to view, extending far beyond the right of the guards, and in- 
clining towards their flank, fo as almoft to encompafs them. The ranks 
of the guards had been thinned in afcending the height, and a num-. 
ber of the officers had fallen: Captain Maitland, who at this time. 
received a wound, retired to the rear, and having had his wound 
dreffed, returned immediately to join the battalion of guards to 
which he belonged. Some of the men, too, from fuperior exer- 
tions, had reached the fummit of the eminence iooner than others ; 
fo that the battalion was not in regular order when it received the 
Gre of the third American line. The enemy’s fire being repeated 


and continued, and, from. the great extent of their line, being - 


poured in not only on the front but flank of the battalion, com- 
pleted its confufion and diforder, and, notwithftanding every exer- 
tion made by the remaining officers, it was at laft entirely broken. 
Fortunately, at this time, the Heffian regiment of Bofe, com- 
manded by lieutenant-colonel de Buiy, which had hitherto fuffered 


but little, was advancing in firm and compact order on the left of 


the guards, to attack the enemy. Lieutenant-colonel Norton thought 
the fortunate arrival of the regiment of Bofe prefented a favourable 
opportunity for forming again his battalion, and requefted the 
Heffian lieutenant-colonel to wheel his regiment to the right, and 


eover the guards, whilft their officers endeavoured to rally them. 
. The 
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The requeft was immediately and moft gallantly complied with; © HA P. 
and, under the cover of the fire of the Heflians, the exertions of WU — i] 
lieutenant-colonel Norton, and his few remaining officers, were at 
laft fuccefsful in reftoring order. The battalion, being again formed, 
inftantly moved forward to join the Heflians: The attack was re- 
newed, and the enemy were defeated. But here the labours of this 
part of the line did not yet ceafe. No fooner had the guards and 
Heffians defeated the enemy in front, than they found it necesiary 
to return and attack another body of them that appeared in the rear; 
cround 
in various dire€tions, before the enemy were completely put to the 


and in this manner were they obliged to traverfe the fame 


rout. The firing heard on the right, after the termination of the 
action in the centre, and on the left, induced lord Cornwallis to de- 
tach Tarleton, with part of the cavalry, to gain intelligence of what 
was doing in that quarter, and to know whether general Leflie 
wanted affiftance. But before Tarleton’s arrival on the right, the 
affair was over, and the Britifh troops were ftanding with ordered 
arms ; all refiftance having ceafed on the part of the Americans, 
except from a few hardy rifle-men, who, lurking behind trees, oc- 
cafionally fired their pieces, but at fuch a diftance as to do no mif- 
chief. Thefe Tarleton, when requefted, readily undertook to dif- 
perfe with his cavalry, and rufhing forward under cover of a ge- 
neral volley of mufquetry from the guards and the regiment of 
Bofe, quickly performed what was expected of him. In this affair 
Tarleton himfelf received a flight wound, but the reft of his corps 
returned unhurt. ‘Thus ended the hard-fought action at Guildford 
Court-houfe. 

In this battle the Britith troops obtained a victory moft honourable 
and glorious to themfelves, but in its confequences of no real advantage 
tothe caufe in which they were engaged, They attacked and defeated 
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an army of more than three times their own number™, not taken 
by furprife, but formed in regular order of battle and ready to en- 
gage; an army too, that is allowed on all hands to have been 
ftrongly and judicioufly pofted, on ground chofen with, care, and 
moft excellently adapted to the nature of the troops that occupied it. 
The refiftance of the enemy was in proportion to the advantages 
they poffefled; nor did they yield but with extreme reluctance. 
Even the militia, encouraged by their pofition, fought with bravery, 
and greatly weakened the Britith line before it reached the conti- 
nentals. ‘The Virginia militia, who compofed the fecond American 


‘line, did not quit their ground, it is faid, until their commander, 


fecing them no longer able to withftand the attack of regular troops, 
and ready to be overpowered, gave orders for a retreat. A victory 
atchieved under fuch difadvantages of numbers and ground, was of 
the moft honourable kind, and placed the bravery and difcipline of 
the troops beyond all praife; but the expence at which it was ob- 
tained rendered it of no utility. Before the provincials finally retreat- 
ed, more than one third of all the Britith troops engaged had fallen. 
The whole lofs, according to the official returns, amounted to five 
hundred and thirty-two: Of thefe ninety-three were killed in the 
action, four hundred and thirteen were wounded, and twenty-fix 
miffing. Amongft the killed were the honourable lieutenant-colonel 


* By the return of the adjutant of the day it appears that the Britifh troops engaged in the 
aCtion amounted to 1445. The cavalry are not included in this return, and indeed they were not 
engaged, except for an inftant on the right, after the ation in the centre and on the left was 
over. The Americans were generally fuppofed to amount to 7e00 men; and a letter, found 
in the pocket of one of their ferjeants that was flain, fpecifies 7000 to be the number of their 
army: But Gordon, in his Hiftory, who appears to have taken their numbers from official 
documents, ftates them to be 1490 continentals, and 2753 militia; in all, 4243 foot foldiers 
and 200 cavalry. But he feems not to have included the back wood{fmen under Campbell 
and Prefton; fo that their whole number probably exceeded 7000 men, 


6 Stuart 
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Stuart of the guards, lieutenant O'Hara of the royal artillery, © ae P. 
brother of the brigadier, lieutenant Robinfon of the twenty-third W+—U 
regiment, enfign Talbot of the thirty-third, and enfign Grant of Ane 
the feventy-firft; and amongft the wounded brigadiers-general 
O‘Hara and Howard; lieutenant-colonels Webfter and Tarleton; 
captains Swanton, Schutz, Maynard, Goodricke, lord Dunglafs, 
Maitland, Peter, Wilmoufky, and Eichenbrodht; licutenants Salvin, 
Winyard, Schwener, and Graife; enfigns Stuart, Kelly, Gore, 
Hughes, and De Trott; and adjutants Colquhoun and Fox. 

The lofs of the Americans in this ation has been varioufly efti- 
mated, and does not appear ever to have been fully afcertained. If 
we are to credit their official returns, their whole lofs in killed and 
wounded, as well of militia as continentals, did not exceed two 
hundred and fifty men. But, by lord Cornwallis’s difpatches, it 
appears that between two and three hundred of their dead were 
found upon the field after the aGtion; and if we preportion their 
wounded according to the number of the flain, their whole lofs 
in killed and wounded muft have greatly exceeded that of the Bri- 
tifh troops. ‘The number of thofe who were miffing, according to 
their own returns, was confefledly great; but as the Britith troops 
took but few prifoners, it is probable that the greateft part of the 
mifling confifted of militia, who, efcaping from the a¢tion, fled to 
their own houfes, and did not afterwards return *. 


The 


* We hall here relate an anecdote refpecting the late captain Maynard of the guards. He was 
naturally of a cheerful difpofition and great hilarity, and in feveral actions, during the courfe 
of the war, be had fhewn great gallantry ; but a certain prefentiment of his fate on the day of 
the action at Guildford poffeffed his mind, which prefentiment was too fatally realized, 
While the troops were marching on to form the line of battle, he became gloomy, and gave 
way to defpondency. Not lefs than two or three different times did he tell colonel Norton, who 
commanded the battalion, that he felt himfelf very uncomfortable, and did not like the bufi- 
nefs at all, Colonel, now the honourable major-general, Norton, endeavoured to laugh him 
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The wounded of both armies were colleGted by the Britifh as 
expeditioufly as poflible after the action: It was, however, a fer- 
vice that required both time and care, as from the nature of the 
action they lay difperfed over a great extent of ground. Every 
affiftance was furnithed to them, that in the prefent circumftances of 
the army could be afforded ; but, unfortunately, the army was de- 
ftitute of tents, nor was there a fufficient number of houfes near the 
field of battle to receive the wounded. The Britifh army had 
marched feveral miles on the morning of the day on which they 
came to ation. ‘They had no provifions of any f{pecies whatever 
on that day, nor until between three and four in the afternoon. 
of the fucceeding day, and then but a fcanty allowance, not 
exceeding one quarter of a pound of flower, and the fame 
quantity of very lean beef. The night of the day on which. 
the aGtion happened was remarkable for its darknefs, accom= 
panied with rain, which fell in torrents. Near fifty of the: 
wounded, it is faid, finking under their aggravated miferies, 
expired before the morning. The cries of the wounded and dying. 
who remained on the field of a€tion during the night exceed all. 
defcription. Such a complicated {cene of horror and diftrefs, it is. 
hoped, for the fake of humanity, rarely occurs, even in a military’ 
life. Had lord Cornwallis had with him at the action at Guildford. 
Court-houfe, thofe troops that were loft by colonel Tarleton at the: 
Cowpens, on the fifteenth of March 1781, it is not extravagant to: 


out of his melancholy ideas, but in vain; for even after the cannonade began he reiterated the - 
forebodings of what he conceived was to happen. Early in the aétion he received a wound in . 
the leg ; unable to proceed, he requelted Mr. Wilfon, the adjutant of the guards, to lend him . 
his horfe, that he might ride on with the battalion, and when in the act of mounting, another - 


fhot went through his lungs, and incapacitated him from proceeding. After being conveyed 


in a litter to Wilmington, and then lingering a few days, he died of his wounds, greatly re- 


gretted. 


fuppofe . 
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fuppofe that the American colonies mieht have been reunited to the 
empire of Great Britain, 

Hiftory, perhaps, does not furnifh an inftance of a battle gained 
under all the difadvantages which the Britifh troops, affifed by a 
regiment of Heffians and fome yagers, had to contend againft at 
Guildford Court-houfe. Nor is there, perhaps, on the records of 
hiftory, an inftance of a battle fought with more determined perfe- 
verance than was fhewn by the Britith troops on that memorable 
day. The battles of Crecy, of Poitiers, and of Agincourt, the 
glory of our own country, and the admiration of ages, had in each 
of them, either from particular local fituation, or other fortunate 
and favourable circumftances, fomething in a degree to counter- 
balance the difparity of numbers: Here time, place, and numbers, 
all united againft the Britith, The American general had chofen 
his ground, which was ftrong, commanding, and advantageous; 
he had time not only to make his difpofition, but to fend away his 
baggage, and every incumbrance. His cannon, and his troops, in 
numbers far exceeding the Britifh, were drawn out in readinefs to 
commence the action, when lord Cornwallis approached to attack 
him. 

General Greene, after pafling Reedy Fork Creek, three miles 
from the field of ation, halted for fome little time on the other fide 
to collect his ftragglers, and then retreated to the iron works on 
Troublefome Creek, about twelve miles farther. When the extent 
of the Britifh lofs was fully afcertained, it became too apparent that 
lord Cornwallis was not in a condition either to give immediate 
purfuit, or to follow the blow the day after the aétion. Added to 
its other diftrefles, the army was almoft deftitute of provifions . 
Under fuch circumftances, although a victory had been gained, a 


retreat became neceflary towards that quarter from whence fupplies 


could be obtained. About feventy of the wounded, not in a con+ 
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dition to travel, were left at the Quakers’ Meeting-houfe, under the 
proteGtion of a flag of truce ; and on the third day after the action, 
lord Cornwallis began to retire, by eafy marches, towards Crofs 
Credias 


* Lord Cornwallis was greatly difappointed in his expectations of being joined by the loy- 


alifts. Some of them indeed came within the lines, but they remained only a few days. 
I fhall here relate an anecdote conneéted with this fubjeét, and in itfelf not a little interefting : 
The commiflary, who confidered it as his duty not only to furnifh provifions to the army, but 
alfo to learn the difpofition of the inhabitants, fell in about this time with a very fenfible man, 
a Quaker, who, being interrogated as to the ftate of the country, replied, That it was the 
general with of the people to be reunited to Britain; but that they had been fo often de- 
ceived in promifes of fupport, and the Britith had fo frequently relinquifhed pofts, that the peo- 


; ple were now afraid to join the Britifh army, left they fhould leave the province, in which cafe 


the refentment of the revolutioners would be exercifed with more cruelty; that although the 
men might efcape, or go with the army, yet, fuch was the diabolical conduét of thofe people, 
that they would infli& the fevereft punifhment upon their families. “ Perhaps,” faid the 
Quaker, thou art not acquainted with the conduct of thy enemies towards thofe who wifk 
« well to the caufe thou art engaged in. There are fome who have lived for two, and even 
“ three years in the woods, without daring to go to their houfes; but have been fecretly fup- 
“© ported by their families. Others, having walked out of their houfes, under a promife of 
‘ being fafe, have proceeded but a few yards before they have been fhot. Others have 
« been tied to a tree and feverely whipped. I will tell thee of one inftance of cruelty: A 
“¢ party furrounded the houfe of a loyalift; a few entered ; the man and his wife were in bed 5 
© the hufband was fhot dead by the fide of his wife? The writer of this replied, that thofe 
circumftances were horrid; but under what government could they be fo happy as when en- 


a 


joying the privileges of Englifhmen? “ True,’ faid the Quaker, “ but the people 


“ have experienced fuch diftrefs, that 1 believe they would fubmit to any government in the 
& world to obtain peace.” The commiflary, finding the gentleman to be a very fenfible, in- 
telligent man, took great pains to find out his character. Upon ingairy, he proved to be a 
man of the moft irreproachable manners, and well known to fome gentlemen of North Caro- 
lina, then in our army, and whofe veracity was undoubted. But a few days after this, the 
army had a ftrong proof of the truth of what Mr. , who ftill refides in North Caro~ 
lina, and for that, reafon muft not be mentioned by name, had fard. ‘he day beforethe Britifa 
army reached Crofs Creek, a man bent with age joined it ; He had icarcely the appearance 
of being human; he wore the fkin of a racoon for a hat, his beard was fome inches long, and 
he was fo thin, that he looked as if he had made his efeape from Surgeon’s-hall. He wore no 
{hirt, his whole drefs being fkins of different animals. On the morning after, when this dit 
treffed man came to draw his provifions, Mr. Brice, the deputy mufter-matter-general of the 


provincial forces, and'the commiffary, alked him feveral queitions, He faid, that he had lived 
for 
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for three years in the woods, under ground ; that he had been frequently fought after by the C H A P. 


Americans, and was certain of inftant death whenever he fhould be taken; that he fupported XLI. 
- ° > c Nncemen sormocmasd 
himfelf by what he got in the woods; that acorns ferved him as bread; that they had, trom 1781. 


long ufe, become agreeable to him; that he had a family, fome of whom, once or twice ina 
year, came to him in the woods; that his only crime was being a loyalift, and having given 


offence to one of the republican leaders in that part of the country where he ufed to live. 
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Proclamation by Lord Cornwallis—The Britifb Army arrives in the 
Vicinity of Wilmington—General Greene marches aganf? Lord~ ~ 
Rawdon at Camden—Embarraffinent of Lord Cornwallis—Lord 
Cornwallis determines to march through North Carolina into Vir- 
ginia—Lord Rawdon refolves to attack the Camp of General. 
Greene at Hobkirk’s Hill—Fort Watfon furrenders to the Ame- 
ricans—A Detachment under Colonel Watfon jos Lord Rawdon 
at Camden—Lord Rawdon, after various Efforts to bring General 

He | Greene to an Engagement, retires from Camden—and proceeds to 

iH | Monk’s Corner—Britifb Outpofis reduced by the Amertcans—Au- 
. gufta furrendered to the Americans. 


€ H A P. PREVIOUSLY to the departure of the army from Wynnefbo- 
XLII. 
 . rough, lieutenant-colonel Balfour, who commanded at Charlef- 


1781 town, had been direéted to fend round by water a competent force 
to take poffeffion of Wilmington in North Carolina, and occupy it 
as a poft with which lord Cornwallis, in his progrefs to the north- 
ward, might open a communication, for the purpofe of obtaining 
fupplies. Major Craig, who was detached on this fervice, took 
poffeffion of Wilmington, after a flight refiftance from the enemy, 
about the end of January; and although his force was {mall, by 
ereat labour and perfeverance he fortified his poft in a fhort time, fo 
as to fecure it againft infult, and by fome fuccefsful excurfions into 


3 the 
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the country had made himfelf refpected. As Wilmington lies near Cc ae P. 


the mouth of Cape Fear River, and the fettlement of Crofs Creek is U-+—~ 

upon a branch of the fame river, about one hundred miles higher waa t 
up the country, lord Gornwallis hoped, that by marching to the laft 
of thefe places, where there was a friendly fettlement of highlanders, 
the army would be plentifully furnifhed with provifions, the fick 
and wounded with refrefhments proper for them, and that, by means 
of the river, a communication might be eafily opened with major 
Craig, for obtaining fuch other fupplies as the country did not 
afford, but which the army was now greatly in want of. To thele 
confiderations, another of fome importance muft alfo be added, that 
Crofs Creek was a centrical fituation for the junction of fuch friends 
of government as would be willing to ftand forth and affift in fup- 


preffing rebellion ; who would have time to make their arrange- 

ments for that purpofe, whilft the army halted for the recovery of 

the wounded. Impreffed with fuch fentiments, and ftill hoping to Pcs 

roufe the loyalifts to a@tion, lord Cornwallis, on the fame day on_ willis. 

which he began his march from Guildford Court-houfe, iffued a 

proclamation, reciting his vi€tory, calling upon all loyal fubjects to 

ftand forth and affift in reftoring order and good government, and 

promifing protection in their perfons and properties to all thofe who 

had taken-part in the revolt (murderers excepted), who fhould be 

defirous of returning to their allegiance, and fhould actually furren- 

der themfelves, with their arms and ammunition, on or before the 

twentieth of April, with permiffion to return to their houfes, upon 

taking a military parole, and a promife of fpeedy reftoration to all 

the privileges of legal and conftifutional government. 3 
Lord Cornwallis, having iffued his proclamation, proceeded flowly } 

towards Crofs Creek, as well for the convenience of the wounded, 

as the more eafy fubfiftence of the troops, where he arrived about 
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the end of the month. General Greene followed through the fame 
tract of country as far at Ramfay’s Mill, on Deep River: And 
occafional fkirmifhes happened between the light troops, but nothing 


ef moment between the two armies. a 


Upon the arrival of the Britifh commander at Crofs Creek, he 
found himfelf difappointed in all his expe€tations: Provifions were 
{carce: Four days forage not to be procured within twenty miles ; 
and the communication expected to be opened between Crofs Creek 
and Wilmington, by means of the river, was found to be imprac- 
ticable, the river itfelf being narrow, its banks high, and the inha- 
bitants, on both fides, for a confiderable diftance, inveterately 
hoftile. . Nothing therefore now remained to be done but to pro- 
ceed with the army to Wilmington, in the vicinity of which it ar- 
rived on the feventh of April. The fettlers upon Crofs Creek, 
although they had undergone a variety of perfecutions in confe- 
quence of their previous unfortunate infurrections, flill retained a 
warm attachment to their mother-country, and during the fhort 
ftay of the army amongft them, all the provifions and fpirits that 
could be colle@ed within a convenient diftance, were readily brought 
in, and the fick and wounded plentifully fupplied with ufeful and 


comfortable refrefhments. 


During the march of the Britith army to Wilmington, colonel 
Webfter of the thirty-third, captains Schutz and Maynard of the 
guards, and captain Wilmoufki and enfign de Trott of the regi- 
ment of Bofe, all of them officers of merit, died of the wounds 
received at Guildford Court-houfe. The firft is faid to have 
“* united all the virtues of civil life to the gallantry and pro- 
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Ke feflional knowledge of a foldier *.” So amiable and diftin- 


* Tarleton, p. 281. 
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Bye 
| guilhed a chara&ter could not fail to be univerfally refpected , and C ae P. ‘fi 
aL, } 
| his death was lamented by the whole army *, fey —— ' 
| ° ° fatale ne SI. 
| Lord Cornwallis being under the neceflity of repairing to a fea- : 


port town, to obtain neceflary fupplies, particularly fhoes and 
clothing for the army, was apprehenfive left general Greene fhould 
| return to South Carolina. Accordingly, feveral meflengzers wer 
patched to lord Rawdon at Camden, to prepare him for fuch an 
event ; but unfortunately neither the meflengers nor their difpatches 
ever reached the place of their deftination. 

Not long after the arrival of earl Cornwallis at W ilmington, he ae 
| received information that what he apprehended as probable had ac- marches 


4 againit lord 
| tually taken place; and that general Greene, upon his return to the Rawdon at 


| upper country, had taken the dire& road to Camden, and was C4" 
| marching with the utmoft expedition to attack lord Rawdon. This 
intelligence rendered the fituation of the Britith commander more 
| embarrafling than ever, and left him only a choice of difficulties, 


| none of which were unaccompanied with hazard, nor ealy to be 


* The fympathetic manner in which lord Cornwallis communicated to the reverend Dr. 

| Webtter, of Edinburgh, the intelligence of his fon’s death, is at once a proof of his lordfhip’s 

goodnefs of heart, his tender fenfibility, and of the high eftimation in which he held thé 
deceafed. The following is a Copy of his Letter on that occafion: 


“ Dear Sir, Wilmington, April 23, 1781. ey : 
“ IT’ gives me great concern to undertake a tafk which is not only a bitter renewal of my 
ss P 


own grief, but muit be a violent fhock to an affe@tionate parent. | 
*¢ You have for your fupport, the afliftance of religion, good fenfe, and the experience of the - tes ih 
uncertainty of human happinefs. You have for your fatisfaGtion, that your fon fell nobly in ae 
the caufe of his country, honoured and Jamented by all his fellow-foldiers ; that he led a life ie 
of honour and virtue, which mutt fecure him everlalling happinefs rs 


nefs, When the keen fenfibility 
of the paffions begins to fubfide, thefe confiderations will give you real comfort. 


“ That the Almighty may give you fortitude to bear this fevereft of trials, is the earneft i 
with of your companion in affliction, and moft faithful fervant, 


“ CORNWALLIS.” 
Vou. I Z, 
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CHAP. I ndou ord fuc ‘0 lord 
et pee ce? RIT farmounted. It was undoubtedly his with to afford fuccour to lord. 
ri: byt fr hf Za ~~~ , Rawdon; but he knew that it was impoflible for him, after the pro-- 


1781. 
0 00 the. Poe dP ye ails erefs already made by gener al Greene, to arrive in time. The fate 


he | ward- Tn bitoog Compl of lord Rawdon and his garrifon mutt be determined long before 
mie age ' LASS the Britifh army could reach Camden; and, fhould general. Greene 


PA faccefsful, there was danger that he might have it in his power 


wat ioe pee Z. gf, hem up his lordfhip while on his march between the great rivers, _ 
One and, by cutting off his fubfiftence, render his arms ufelefs. On the. 


&f ‘s .4 
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Hig ; aplee oe of other hand, if ae at a pee the return of the. 
a pod otal plot (ola ol sas Britifh army would be leis neceuary. meafure pregnant with fo 
Ct pees OC To. ber beh much danger in the execution, and promifing fo little advantage ina 


pee Deng Ae. File Kaen dinate refult, was not to be haftily adopted: Yet fomething was ne- 
pen a vee O off he ceflary to be done. The effective force under his, lordfhip, from. 
Kaat, Jes feproted Zee ficknefs, defertion,, and the lofs fuftained at. Guildford Court-houfe, _ 
vile Ov anion *, was now reduced to fourteen hundred and thirty-five men, a num-- 
takg qber which he confidered as totally inadequate to acting offenfively in 
brosee 22s aD * eo Chan op pAokt 

ss fo espe rts fon orth Carolina. ‘To remain where.he was would not only be ufe-. 
Bee SZ, foo eo, lels, but, as the heat of fummer increafed, endanger. the health. of: 
Melice rector. Yor LK C4 the troops. To return to South Carolina by land would be accome - 
OT A panied with the hazards already mentioned *; and to return by water - 
Yaa. Bie 4g would not only be difgr aceful, but take up much time in waiting for - 
Cutf Creek t Wielanen: Zthe tranfports, and in the end probably be attended with the lofs of - 
pare ws Co¥LTé tora Corn all the cavalry and horfes belonging to the army. Upon fucha view. 

| Mex price. Jar blowiliis deta OF the fubjedt, his lordthip determined ‘to take advantage of general : 


mines to 


ht Wi WZ 5 fa Lorvel aa Creene’s abfence from North Carolina, to march through that pro-- 
G peters oLhbhed mn YNorth Caro- 
Hs  Biged wa %* At this time colonel Tarleton propofed to,lord Cornwallis that he might be permitted te. 
a atte : Kee a march back through the country to Charleftown with his cavalry; which propofition his lord- - 
| 4 fal fait very judicioufly rejected. Colonel Tarleton, in his publication, has thought proper to 
° Case Fe Cte hy Nésth cenfure lord Cornwallis for not returning to South Carolina, inftead of going to Virginia. But 


olonel Tarleton, threughout his whole Hittory, betrays great impatience to get rid of that 
2 purden of gratitude which was due to his lordfhip for paft benefits conferred on him without 
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any extraordinary degree of merit. 
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vince into Virginia, and join his force to a {trong corps that had C H A P. 


been aéting there from the beginning of the year, firft un 
dier-general Arnold, and afterwards under major-general Philips, in 
order to make a diverfion in favour of the Britith operations in 
North Carolina. This movement, it was thought, might have a 
tendency to draw general Greene back to the northward, and feems 
to have been more readily adopted, as it was the opinion of earl 
Cornwallis, that vigorous meafures purfued in Virginia, and the 
reduction of that province, if practicable, would be the moft 
effectual means of fecuring thofe poffeflions that had been already 
recovered in the fouthern colonies, and of fubjeéting fuch as re- 
mained to be fubdued. Earl Cornwallis, having finally determined 
to proceed to Virginia, began his march from Wilmington on the 
twenty-fifth of April, where he had remained jJutt eighteen days, to 
refrefh and refit his army. 

Thus we find that the victory at Guildford drew after it fome, 
and it will afterwards appear that it was followed by all the confe- 
quences of fomething nearly allied to a decifive defeat. He was 
not joined by the loyalifts, who were fill overawed by the re- 
publicans. 

We mutft now attend the motions of general Greene, who, in 
the mean time, had entered South Carolina, and made his appear-. 
ance before Camden. The amount of the force which he carried 
with him is very uncertain. The American accounts reprefent it to 
be nine hundred and thirty continental foldiers, and two hundred 
and fifty-four North Carolina militia; but we are well informed that 
general Greene had in the action above fifteen hundred continentals, 
and feveral corps of militia. The garrifon at Camden, under lord 
Rawdon, amounted to fomething more than eight hundred men. 
Some well-affe@ted militia, that came from a diftance to offer their 


fervices in this feafon of danger, were neceflarily, though reluc- 
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- tantly, difmified, on account of a fearcity of provifions; but, by- 


arming every perfon already in the garrifon capable of bearing arms, 
even muficians and drummers, he muftered an effective force of 
about nine hundred men. General Greene, whatever his force 
night be, thought it infufficient for ftorming the Britifh works, or 
even regularly invefting them. After various changes of pofition 
he at length retired to Hobkirk’s Hill, about two miles from the 
Britith lines, and there encamped, with an intention, it was fuppofed, 
of waiting for the jun@ion of colonel Lee with his legion, and 
Marion with his militia, who were then acting at fome diftance in 
the eaftern parts of the province. Whilf& the American army lay 
at Hobkirk’s Hill, information was brought to Camden that general 
Greene had detached part of his militia to bring up his heavy bag- 
eage and cannon, which, for fome caufe or other, had been fent off 
fome days before: And as Lee and Marion had not yet joined, lord 
Rawdon thought this the proper time for an attack, in the abfence 
of the militia, and before the coming up of the cannon. Accord 
ingly, at nine in the morning of the twenty-fifth of April, he 
marched out with all the force he could mufter, and by making a 
circuit, and keeping clofe to the edge of a fwamp, under cover of 
the woods, happily gained the left flank of the enemy undifcovered.. 
In that quarter the American camp was the moft affailable, becaufe 
there the afcent of the hill was the eafieft; but the impenetrable 
{wamp that covered the approach to it had freed the enemy from alk 
apprehenfion of an attack on that fide. In this fancied ftate of fe- 
curity, the driving in of their piquets gave them the firft alarm of 
the advance of the Britith army, which moved on to the attack in 
the following order: The fixty-third regiment, fupported by the 
wolunteers of Ireland, formed the right; the king’s American regi- 
ment, fupported by captain Robertfon’s detachment, the left; and 
the New York volunteers the centre of the Britifh line. The South 
Carolina 
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Carolina regiment and the cavalry were in the rear of the whole, 
and formed a corps of obfervation. 

The enemy, although apparently furprifed, and at firft in fome 
di 


LG, 
° 


eonfufion, formed with great expedition, and met the attack with 


refolution and bravery. aeons fart 


line confifted whol ly of conti- 
nental troops, the Virginia brigade being on the right, and the 
Maryland brigade on the left. Their artillery ‘arrived juft as the 
action began, and was pofted in the centre. Their fecond line was 
formed entirely of militia. General Greene, after viewing the ad- 
vance of the Britifh troops, and the narrow front which they pre- 
fented, was fo confident of fuccefs, that, with a view of rendering 
it more complete, and hemming them in on every fide, he made an 
alteration in his firft difpofition. The right of the Virginia, and 
the left of the Maryland brigades, were ordered to take the Britith 
troops in flan k, whilft the remainder of thefe two brigades marched 
down the hill to attack them in front; and in the mean time lieu- 
tenant-colonel Wafhington, with the cavalry, was detached to fall 
upon their rear. Had thefe feveral attacks fucceeded, undoubtedly 
nothing but ruin awaited the Britith army: But lord Rawdon, dif. 
covering the enemy’s defign, quickly extended his front, by bring- 
ing forward the Irith volunteers, and forming them into line. The 
Americans who defcended the hill in front, although they fought 
for fome time with great bravery, and were well fupported by a-de- 
ftruciive fire of grape-fhot from their cannon, could not long with- 
ftand the impetuofity of the aflailants, Being compelled to retire, 
they were purfued by the Britifh troops to the top of the hill. Lord 
Rawdon having gained the fummit of the eminence, and filenced 
the American cannon, which were immediately drawn off, was en- 
abled to bring the remainder of his force into a€tion, and at length 
put to rout the whole American army. The continentals feveral 
times rallied and returned tothe charge, but were as often broke 


and 
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and put to flight. In the mean time Wafhington with his dragoons, 
having got into the rear of the Britifh troops, had made a few 
ftragelers prifoners, and exaéted paroles from fome Britifh officers 
who lay wounded in the field. When the event of the day turned 
out different from his expectations, he was fortunate enough to dif- 
cover it juft im time to make good his retreat. Indeed, the Ame- 
ricans were fo greatly fuperior in cavalry, that lord Rawdon, after 
ordering a purfuit, did not think fit to continue it farther than three 
miles. General Greene retreated to Rugeley’s Mills, about twelve 
miles off, and there encamped. He was indebted to accident for 
the fafety of his cannon: In the beginsing of the retreat they were 
run down a fteep, amongft fome brufh-wood, which concealed them 


f-om the Britith troops as they paffed in the heat of purfuit ; and before — 


their return they were carried off by Wafhington’s cavalry. Accord- 
ing to accounts faid to be taken from lord Rawdon’s ftatement, 


the Americans loft in this a€tion upwards of five hundred men: 


OF thefe about one hundred were made prifoners, and the reit 
either killed or wounded. But general Greene eftimates his lofs 
much lower: He makes it amount only to eighteen killed, one 
hundred and eight wounded, and one hundred and thirty-fix mifl- 
ing; but at the fame time admits, not without fome degree of in- 
confiftency, that fome of the miffing were killed, and others wounded. 
It was a hard-fought aGtion; and the victory was not bloodlefs on 
the part of the conquerors: Although thirty-eight only were killed, 
their whole lofs, including the wounded and miffing, amounted to 
two hundred and fifty-eight, a number which, in the prefent pe- 


rilous fiaze of the province, could not be well fpared. One officer 


only was amongtt the fain ; but eleven were wounded. 
‘¥lad lord Rawdon, inftead of marching out to meet the enemy, 
remaited in his works, fuch was the fuperiority of Greene, particu- 


larly in cavalry, that he muft have reduced his lordfhip, in a fhort 
time, 
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dime,.to the neceflity of furrendering through want of provifions. 
The quick and marked decifion with which he acted on this, as he 


had done on former occafions,. formed a very general prelage that 
p] oO i oO 


2 


be was one day to rank with the great military commanders; thoug 
fo amiable. a diftin@tion is not to be attained without the happieft 
union. of courage and genius. A military leader cannot be 
formed, like many other characters of refpectability in the ftate, by 
mere experience in the common courfe of bufinefs. At the fame 
time that-he endeavours to control accidents by general maxims and 
comprehenfive views, he muit vary his particular meafures with the 
varying moment of a@tion. In the midft of danger, and, at a mo- 
ment’s warning, he muft call to his aid all the refults of his paft 
experience and obfervations; banifh from his. mind every extra- 
neous idea‘that fancy or.cafual aflociation might fuggeft to diftract 
his thoughts and miflead his judgment, and perceive, at a glance, 
the fhorteft and moft effe@tual procefs for attaining his object. 


particularly in the diftri@ of Ninety-fix, on. the weftern frontier, 
and on the north-eaft in that traé&t of country which lies between 
the two great rivers Pedee and Santee. Even in Charleftown itfelf, 
many of. the inhabitants, although awed:and reftrained by the pre- 
fence of the garrifon, gave evident fiens of difaffeQion. In the 
mott tranquil period of the province, Sumpter, on the north-weft 
frontier, and Marion in the north-eaft, had kept alive the embers of 
révolt, which, although at different times varioufly agitated, in 
confequence of the reftiefs difpofition of thofe partifans, were never- 
thelefs: prevented from gaining ftrength by the afcendancy of the 
Britifh arms; but they now burft forth into a flame, as foon as in- 
telligence arrived that general Greene had entered the province. ‘Po 
encourage this fpirit.of revolt among the inhabitants, and to make 
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a diverlion in the north-eaft part of the province in favour of the 
attempt upon Camden, general Greene had detached lieutenant- 
colonel Lee, with his legion, from Deep River, to precede the army, 
and in conjunction with Marion, to attack fome of the Britith pofts, 
Lee marched with fo much expedition, that a jun@tion was formed 


- between him and Marion on the fourteenth of April, and on the 


fifteenth, in purfuance of their orders, they appeared before Fort 
Watfon, a Britith poft on the Santee, Fort Watfon is fituated upon 
an eminence, about thirty feet above the level of the circumjacent 
plain. The eminence is an artificial mount, raifed by the Indians 
before they were difpofiefled of the country, and for fome diftance 
round it were no trees to fhelter the approch of an enemy. The 
garrifon was without artillery, and fo were the befiegers: Neither 
had the latter intrenching tools to aflift them in making approaches. 
But the ingenuity of a colonel Maham quickly devifed a method of 
reducing the fort, as unexpected as it was efficacious. Under his 
dire@tion a work upon an unufual plan was {peedily conftru@ed 
which overlooked the fort. Upon the top of this work American 
rifle-men were pofted, who fired at every one in the garrifon who 
ventured to make his appearance, and feldom miffed their aim: 
Preparations being made at the fame time for ftorming, the com- 
manding officer made overtures for capitulating upon honourable 
terms. ‘Thefe were readily granted: And Fort Watfon was fur- 
rendered on the twenty-third of April. After this exploit, Lee and 
Marion receiving intelligence that colonel Watfon, with five hun- 
dred men, was on his march through that part of the country to 
reinforce lord Rawdon at Camden, took the refolution of endea-~ 
vouring to obftru@ his progrefs. They accordingly feized the pafles 
upon the different creeks and rivers in his way, and guarded them 
fo effectually, that he found himfelf under the neceflity of returning 
down the Santee, and pafling it near its mouth. By this interrup- 
3 tion 
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tion much time was loft, and many hardthips were encountered 
in marching through the fwamps and funken grounds: Colonel 
Watfon, however, perfevered, and proceeding up the fouth fide 
of the Santee, paffed it again, a little below the confluence of its two 
ereat branches, the Congaree and Wateree, and arrived at Camden, 
with his detachment, on the feventh of May. 

The victory at Hobkirk’s Hill, like that at Guildford Court- 
houfe, although moft honourable and glorious to the officers who 
commanded, and the troops that were engaged, produced no confe- 
quences beneficial to the Britifh intereft. ‘The general difafietion 
of the province ftill continued; the force under general Greene, 
although diminifhed, was yet refpectable ; and the American par- 
tifans were more than ever active in making predatory incurfions 
into various parts of the province, affaulting the weakefi Britith 
pofts, waylaying convoys of provifion, and interrupting the com- 
munication between Camden and Charleftown. Lord Rawdon, 
therefore, even in the moment of fuccefs, faw the neceflity of aban- 
doning Camden, and contracting the Britifh pofts within a nar- 
rower compafs. But as he was now joined by the reintorcement 
under Watfon, which replaced the lofs of men fuftained in the 
action, he gallantly refolved to make one effort more, before he 
evacuated his poft, to ftrike a blow at general Greene, who, after 
remaining fome days at Rugeley’s Mills to colle& his ftragelers, 
pafled the Wateree, and encamped behind T'wenty-hve Mile Creek. 
Lord Rawdon had good information of the nature of the ground 
where Greene was encamped, and thought that by making a 
circuit, and getting into his rear, an attack might be made with 


yj) with this view he marched 
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great profpedt' of fuccefs. According! 

from Camden in the night flicceeding the: day on which colonel 
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Watfon arrived. But/general Greene had by this time decamped 
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¢ H A P. from Twenty-five Mile Creek. Having received information of the 
Ly atrival of Watfon’s corps, and concluding that lord Rawdon, thus 
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reinforced, would immediately attempt to ftrike at him, he changed 
his pofition for another at a greater diftance, much ftronger, and 
more eafily defended. Intelligence of this movement being brought 
to lord Rawdon, while on his march, he proceeded along the 
dire& road to general Greene's new encampment, where he arrived 
the next day. After driving in his piquets, and examining every 
point of his fituation, he found it too ftrong to be attempted with- 
out fuffering fuch a lofs as could not be compenfated by a victory. 
Under fuch circumftances, his lordthip relinquifhed his defign of at- 
tacking the American army, and on the fame day returned to Cam- 
den. On the ninth of May fuch ftores were deftroyed as could 
not be removed, and on the tenth Camden was evacuated ; lord 
Rawdon retiring by eafy marches towards Nelfon’s Ferry, in order 
to give time to as many of the loyal inhabitants, as chofe to accom- 
pany him, to carry off their effects and moveable property. The 
Britith army completed its paflage at Nelfon’s Ferry, by the even- 
ing of the fourteenth, and from thence proceeded to Monk’s 
Corner, for the greater fecurity of Charleftown, the garrifon of 
which, its works being at that time unfinifhed, was infufficient for 
tts defence. In the mean time the enemy’s detachments were too 
fuecefsful in reducing feveral of the Britifh outpofts. Fort Motte, 
on the Congaree, after a brave defence, was furrendered to Lee 
and Marion, on the eleventh of May: About the fame time, 
Sumpter poffefied himfelf of Orangeburgh; and on the fifteenth 
Lee reduced Fort Granby. 

General Greene having fo far fucceeded in his views upon the 
north and north-caft parts of South Carolina, and obliged lord 


Rawdon to retire to Monk’s Corner, now turned his attention to, 
the 
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the weftern frontier, and with equal facility hoped to reduce the 
Britifh pofts at Augufta in Georgia, and Ninety-fix in South 
Carolina. Orders had been previoufly difpatched to colonel 
Pickens to affemble the militia of Ninety-fix; and immediately 
after Lee’s fuccefs at Fort Granby, he, with his legion, was de- 
tached to join Pickens, and lay fiege to Augufta, whilft gene- 
ral Greene, with the main army, marched to inveft Ninety-fix. 
Lee having joined Pickens, their firft attempt was againft Fort 
Golphin, fituated on the banks of the Savannah, fome miles be- 
low Augufta, which was fpeedily reduced by a detachment from 
Lee’s legion. The two commanders now advanced with their 
whole force againft Fort Cornwallis, at Augufta, and began to 
make regular approaches, and inveft itin form. At Augufta lieu- 
tenant-colonel Browne ftill commanded, and prepared to defend 
it with that fpirit and refolution which he had manifefted on a 
former occafion, when befieged by colonel Clarke. Although the 
works of the befiegers were puthed on with vigour, and their ap- 
proaches made with judgment, no advantage was for a confider- 
able time obtained over the vigilant and brave commander of the 
gartifon. But at length the fame mode of attack, the efficacy 
of which had been tried at Fort Watfon, was here alfo adopted 
with fuccefs. Works were conftructed of a fufficient height to 
overlook the fort, from whence rifle-men fired with fuch unerring 
aim, that the artillery-men were either killed or driven from their 
guns; and none of the garrifon could fhew themfelves without 
being fhot down. Neceflity, therefore, at laft obliged colonel 
Browne to capitulate, and the fort, after a gallant defence, was 
furrendered on the fifth of June. 
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State of the Britifh Army at Ninety-fix—The Siege of Ninety~fx 
raifed—Lord Rawdon, having arrived at Ninety-fix, purfues Ge- 
neral Greene—Lord Rawdon, with Half bis Force, marches to 
the Congaree—Retires to Orangeburgh — Hoftilities fufpended 
by the intenfe Heat of tbe Seafon—Lord Rawdon, on account 
of bis Health, embarks for Europe—Aétion between Colonel 
Stuart and General Greene, near the Eutaw Springs—Victory 
in this Aétion claimed by both Parties. 


N the mean time general Greene had laid fiege to Ninety-fix. 
Nintety-fix took its name from being that number of miles 
diftant from the town of Kecowee, in the Cherokee country, and, 
like other villages on the frontiers of the colonies, was originally fur- 
rounded with a ftockade for the protection of the inhabitants againft 
any fudden aflault from the Indians. After it came into the poffef- 
Gon of the Britith troops, in the year 1780, fome other works were 
added, the principal of which, called, from its form, the Star, was 


on the right of the village. It was planned by lieutenant Haldane . 


of the engineers, aid-du-camp to lord Cornwallis, and con- 


Gfted of fixteen falient and re-entering angles, with a dry ditch, 


fraife, and abbatis: But the whole of the works were in an unfi- 


nifhed ftate at the commencement of the fiege. 


When lord Rawdon found himfelf under the neceflity of evacuating i 


Camden, and abandoning the upper country of South Carolina, he was 
well 
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well aware of the danger of Ninety-fix, from the difficulty of fending © 


365 


i Ae P, 
XLII. 


fuccours to fupport a poft at fuchadiftance: Repeated exprefles were —~— 


therefore fent to lieutenant-colonel Cruger, who commanded the garri- 

fon, direCting him to evacuate his poft, retire to Augufta,and, after join- 
ing his force with that under colonel Browne, and taking the com- 
mand of the whole, to a& according to his difcretion, and as cir- 
cumftances fhould point out. In cafe thefe fhould fail, lord Raw. 

don had alfo taken the precaution of direGing lieutenant-colonel 
Balfour to difpatch other meflengers from Charleftown with the 
like orders. But fo univerfal was the difaffeCtion of the inhabitants 
of the country, and fo well had they guarded all the roads and 
paths leading to Ninety-fix, that not one of all the meflengers ar- 
rived in fafety. Lieutenant-colonel Cruger was therefore totally 
ignorant of the fituation of the army under lord Rawdon ; nor had 
he any information of the aétion at Hobkirk’s Hill, and the fubfe- 
quent evacuation of Camden, but from an American officer who 
happened to be made prifoner: But he knew well the difaffeGiion of 
the province, and the inveterately hoftile difpofition of the inhabitants 
around him, and had alfo reafon to apprehend an attack from the 
American army. In this ftate of uncertainty, with refpect to the 
pofibility of obtaining fuccours, and under fuch circumftances of ap- 
prehended danger, he thought it incumbent upon him to put his poft 
in the beft poffible ftate of defence. The whole garrifon was im- 
mediately fet to work, the officers cheerfully fharing in the labour 
with the common foldiers ; and by their united exertions a bank of 
earth parapet high was in a fhort time thrown up round the ftock- 
ade; and the whole ftrengthened by an abbatis. Block-houfes were 
alfo erected in the village, traverfes made for the fecurity of the 
roops, and caponiers or covered communications between different 
parts of the works. It has been already obferved that a regular 
work called the Star defended the right of the village; and on the 


left 


Los) 


1781. 


366 


HISTORY OF THE 


CH AP. Jeft of it was a valley, through which ran a rivulet that fupplied the 
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U+~—/ place with water. The county prifon having been fortified, com- 


1791. 


manded the valley on one fide, and a ftockade that was erected on 
the left covered it on the other. But for the defence of all thefe 
works there were only three pieces of artillery, and even for thefe 
a fcanty and infufficient fupply of ammunition. The garrifon it- 
{elf was not numerous: It confifted of about one hundred and fifty 
men of the firft battalion of Delancey’s, and two hundred of the 
fecond battalion of New Jerfey volunteers, both of them provincial 
regiments, and raifed Gnee the commencement of the war. But as 
they had been conftantly employed in active fervice fince the year 
1776, they were at this time, for their number, perhaps equal to any 
troops. To thefe were added about two hundred loyal militia under a 
colonel King: And to their honour it is to be related, that although 
they had the Britifh commander’s permiffion to quit the garrifon, 
and, being provided with good horfes, might have effected their 
retreat either to Charleftown or Georgia, they nobly difdained to 
quit their poft in the hour of danger, and turning their horfes loofe 
in the woods, determined to affift in the defence of the place, and 
abide the fate of the garrifon. The Britifh commander was in- 
duced to offer this permiffion both from motives of policy and hu- 
manity: He apprehended a {carcity of provifions, if the fiege 
fhould be fpun out to any length; and from what had happened too 
often already, he had reafon to fear, that, fhould the place ulti- 
mately fall, even the folemn engagements of a capitulation would 
not be fufficient to fecure to the militia their ftipulated rights, nor 
protect them againft the vengeance of their countrymen. 


Such was the ftate of the garrifon at Ninety-fix, and in this con- 
dition were the works, when the advance of the American army ap- 
peared in fight of it on the twenty-firft of May. In the evening 
eeneral Greene encamped his whole army in a wood within cannon- 
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fhot of the village, and in the night, as if he meant to intimidate © H A P. 
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the garrifon by his boldnefs, two works were thrown up within WU ~~ 


feventy paces of the fortifications. Had he been ating againft a raw 
and undifciplined militia, his temerity might have been excufable; 
but both the Britifh commander and his garrifon had feen too much 
fervice not to take advantage of fo rafh a proceeding, and to teach 
him to his coft to fhew them a little more refpect. By eleven in 
the morning of the twenty-fecond of May, a platform was pre- 
pared in one of the falient angles of the Star, oppofite to the Ame- 
rican works, for receiving the three pieces of artillery, and under 
cover of an inceffant cannonade from them, and continued peals of 
mufquetry from the parapet, a party of only thirty men fallied from 
the Star, entered the American works, and put to the bayonet every 
one they found. Thefe were followed by another party from the 
loyal militia, who quickly demolifhed the works, and loaded fe- 
veral negroes with the intrenching tools of the Americans. Although 
general Greene put his whole army in motion to fupport his people 
in the trenches, the bufinefs was fo expeditioufly performed, that both 
the detachments returned within the fortifications without fuftain- 
ing any other injury than the lofs of the officer * who gallantly 
commanded the firft party that fallied forth. To the regret of the 
whole garrifon, he received a wound, of which he died the follow- 
ing night. 

In the night of the twenty-third of May, the Americans again 
broke ground; but at the refpedtful diftance of four hundred yards, 
and beyond aravine. From this point they continued to make re- 
gular and guarded approaches; but worked fo expeditioufly, that 
although they were frequently interrupted by fallies from the gar- 
rifon, they had completed their fecond paralle! by the third of June. 


-* Lieutenant Roney of Delancey’s fecond battalion. 
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The adjutant-general of the American army was now fent to fum- 
mon the Britifh commander to furrender his poft. He prefented to 
the officer who received him, a paper figned by himfelf; difplaying 
in pompous language the late fuccefles of the Americans; declaring 
that the garrifon had every thing to hope from their generofity, and 
to fear from their refentment; calling upon the commanding officer 
to furrender without delay; and threatening, if he perfifted in a 
fruitlefs refiftance, to make ltim perfonally refponfible for all the 
confequences. In anfwer to a paper of fo extraordinary a nature, 


‘not figned by general Greene, the Britifh commander contented 


himfelf with direGing a meflage to be deliveted to the American 


adjutant-general, importing, that lieutenant-colonel Cruger was de- ~ 


termined to defend his poft to the laf extremity, and that general 
Greene’s promifes and threats were alike indifferent to him. 

The American batteries were now opened from their fecond pa- 
rallel, and a heavy crofs fire cammenced, which enfiladed feveral of 
the works, The enemy alfo pufhed on a fap againft the Star, and con- 
tinued to advance their batteries, one of which, conftruéted of gam 
bions, was erected within thirty-five yards of the abbatis, and raifed 


forty feet high, fo as to overlook the works of the garrifon. Rifle~. 


men pofted upon the top of it did confi derable execution, and proved 
fo incommodious to thofe who worked the artillery, that the guns of 


the Star were neceffarily unmanned during the day, and ufed only 


in the night. The garrifon tried to burn the battery by firing heated 
fhot, but, from the want of furnaces, did not fucceed; and the 
only precaution which they could take againft this deftru@tive fire 
of the riflemen, was to crown their parapets with fand-bags. 
Loop-holes were however left for the loyal militia to fire through ; 
and with their rifles they alfo did confiderable execution, An‘ at- 
tempt was made by the enemy to fet fire to the barracks by fhooting 
African arrows: But the Britith commander fruftrated their defign 
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by direGting all the buildings to be unroofed, a meafure from which © BAP. 


both officers and men were expofed, during the remainder of the 
fiege, to all the pernicious effets of the night-air: Neverthelefs, 
fuch was their zeal’ for the fervice, and fuch their confidence in 
lieutenant-colonel Cruger, that his order was obeyed with the utmoft 
alacrity. 

The garrifon were now deftined to have their feelings wounded 
by an exhibition which they were not prepared to expe&t. This 
was the contrivance of lieutenant-colonel Lee. When he joined the 
American army on the eighth of June, after the redution of Au- 
eufta, he brought with him the Britifh prifoners; and either to 
eratify his vanity, ot for fome other caufe, hitherto unexplained, 
marched them paft Ninety-fix, in full view of the garrifon, with all 
the parade of martial mufic, and preceded by a Britifh ftandard re- 
verfed. If the intention was to difcotrage the garrifon, it failed 
entirely of its effeét, or rather produced an oppofiteone. Fired with 
indignation at a fight fo unbecoming, they determined to encounter 
every danger, and endure every hardfhip, rather than fall into the 
hands of an enemy capable of difgracing their fuccefs by fo wanton 
an infult offered to their prifoners. 

The American army, ftrengthened by the junction of the troops 
who had reduced Augufta, began to make approaches againft the 
ftockade fort on the left of the village, which kept open the com- 
munication with the water. The operations on this fide were en 
srufted to lieutenant-colonel Lee, whilft general Greene continued 
to dire&t thofe againft the Star. _ In the night of the ninth of June 
a fortie was made by two ftrong parties of the garrifon. The party 
to the right entering the enemy’s trenches, penetrated to a battery 
of four guns, which nothing but the want of {pikes and hammers 
prevented them from deftroying. Here they difcovered the mouth 
of a mine intended to be carried under a curtain of the Star, and 
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had nearly taken the chief engineer of the Americans, who hap- 
pened to be viewing it at the time of the fortie. In making his 
efcape he was wounded. The other divifion upon the. left fell in 
with the covering party of the Americans, put a number of them 
to the bayonet, and made their commanding officer prifoner- 
Although lieutenant-colonel Lee broke ground at a refpectful diftance 
from the ftockade on the left, and made his approaches with great 
caution, he neverthelefs loft a confiderable number of men. Cha- 
grined with his lofles, and vexed at meeting with fo much oppofi- 
tion, he fuffered his impatience, on the twelfth of June, to get the 
better of his difcretion. At eleven in the forenoon he directed a 
ferjeant and fix men to advance with lighted combuftibles, and fet 
fre to the abbatis: The party advanced, and attempted to 
execute their orders, but not one of them returned. ‘The garrifon 
fired upon them, and the whole fell a facrifice to the rafhnefs 
of their commander, who was obliged to folicit a truce to bury the 
dead. When the cannon arrived from Augufta which this 
officer had direéted to be fent after him, he redoubled his efforts ; 
and by the feventeenth of June the ftockade fort was fo completely 
enfiladed by a triangular fire, that, being no longer tenable, it was 


evacuated inthe night, and without lofs. 


About this time the fufferings of the garrifon began to be extreme 
for want of water. A well had been dug in the Star with great 
labour, but no water was to be found; nor was any to be procured 
except from the rivulet on the left, within piftol-fhot of the enemy. 
In the day nothing ceuld be done: But in the night, naked negroes 
being fent out, whofe bodies in the darknefs were not diftinguifh- 
able from the trees that furrounded them, with great hazard to them~ 
felves, brought in a fcanty fupply. That the defence of the place, 
under fuch circumftances of diftrefs, could not be much longer pro- 
tracted, appears obvious enough. But the Britifh commander, even 
ray 
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in this extremity, was not difcouraged. He placed his confidence © H A P. 


in the well-known zeal, ativity, and enterprife of lord Rawdon, 
who he did not doubt would come to his relief the moment he could 
do it with propriety, and in the mean time, under all his difficulties, 
he hoped to maintain his poft until his arrival, Whilft the Britith 
commander was exerting himfelf to infufe fimilar fentiments into the 
garrifon, and encouraging them to perfevere, an American loyalift, 
in open day, under the fire of the enemy, having rode through 
their piquets and reached the village, delivered a verbal meflage 
from lord Rawdon, “ that he had pafled Orangeburgh, and was in 
* full march to raife the fiege.” At fuch a crifis, the profpet of {peedy 
relief difpelled the cloud from every brow: An unutual degree of 
animation fucceeded: Their prefent diftrefles were no longer thought 
of ; and the only objet that occupied their minds, was the fucceff- 
ful defence of the place until the joyful period of lord Rawdon’s 
arrival. 

Although that officer, upon receiving intelligence of the fiege of 
Ninety-fix, felt the ftrongeft inclination to relieve it, an objet of 
{till greater importance, the fecurity of Charleftown in the prefent 
difaffeCted ftate of the country, demanded his firft attention, and 
obliged him for fome time to remain near the fea-coaft. Fortunately, 
however, the arrival of three regiments from Ireland on the third 
of June, placed the one in a ftate of fafety, and enabled him to 
march to the relief of the other. On'‘the feventh of June he left 
Charleftown, taking with him the flank companies of the three 
newly-arrived regiments, and being joined by the troops from 
Monk’s Corner, proceeded on his march with all the expedition that 
the heat of the weather, then beginning to be intenfe, would per- 
mit. The route he took inclined a little to the right of the direé. 
road to Ninety-lix, and was chofen for the fake of enabling him to 


get between general Greene and his detachments on the Congaree. 
Ch ee: His 
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Elis whole force amounted to near eighteen hundred infantry, and 


Vea—— one hundred and fifty cavalry. 
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General Greene had regular intelligence of lord Rawdon’s move- 
ments; and finding from his progrefs that it would be impoflible to 
reduce Ninety-fix by regular approaches before his arrival, deter- 
mined to hazard an affault. Although the American works were 
not entirely finifhed, they were in a ftate of great forwardnefs : 
Their third parallel was completed, and a mine and two trenches 
had been pufhed on within a few feet of the ditch. In the morn- 
ing of the eighteenth of June a heavy cannonade was begun from 
all the American batteries: At+noon two parties advanced under 
cover of the trenches which approached neareft to the works, and 
made lodgments in the ditch: Thefe were immediately followed 
by other parties with hooks to draw down the fand-bags, and tools 
to reduce the parapet. ‘The rifle-men in the mean time, potted on 
their battery, were ready to take aim at every Britifh foldier that 
appeared ; and the Virginia and Maryland brigades, having manned 
the lines of the third parallel, fired from them by platoons. The 
vight flank of the enemy was expofed to the fire of a three-pounder,, 
as well as to that of the block-houfes in the village; and major 
Greene, who commanded in the Star, with much honour to him-. 
{elf, and benefit to the fervice, from the beginning of the fiege, had 
his detachment ready to receive them on the parapet with bayonets 
and fpears. As the main body of the American army did not ad- 
vance beyond the third parallel, and was contented with fupporting © 
the parties in the ditch by an inceflant fire from the trenches, the 
garrifon determined to put a fpeedy period to the affault by an 
effort of gallantry which confounded the enemy. ‘Two parties of 
thirty men each, one under captain Campbell of the New Jerfey vo- 
lunteers, and the other under captain French of Delancey’s, iffued: 
from the fally-port in the rear of the Star, entered the ditch, and 
taking. 
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taking oppofite direGions, charged the Americans who’ had made 
the lodgment with fuch impetuolity, that they drove every thing 
befére them until they met in. the oppofite quarter. The bayonet 
being the only weapon ufed, the carnage was great: Even the Ame- 
rican accounts admit that two-thirds of their people who entered 
the ditch were either killed or wounded. General Greene, feeing 
it ufelefs any longer to continue fo hopelefs an attempt, called off 
his troops, and in the evening of the following day finally raifed 
the fiege. His baggage|having been previoufly fent off, his army 
marched with great expedition, and on the twentieth crofled the 
Saluda. ‘The lofs of the enemy, during the fiege, according to their 
own accounts, amounted to one hundred and fixty-fix men, includ- 
ing one colonel, three captains, and five lieutenants: But as the 
lofs of the militia, who, it is faid, on this occafion bore the pro- 
portion of three to one to the troops in the pay of congrefs, was 
not included in their returns, their total lofs muft have been much 
greater, That of the garrifon amounted to twenty-feven killed, and 
fifty-eight wounded. Lieutenant Roney was the only commiflioned 
officer killed; and captains French and Smith of Delancey’s, with 
captain Barbarie and lieutenant Hatton of the New Jerfey volun- 
teers, were among{t the wounded. On the twenty-firft of June in 
the morning lord Rawdon arrived at Ninety-fix, and when he found 
that general Greene had retreated acrofs the Saluda, neither the heat 
of the weather nor the fatigue of the troops, after fo long a march, 
prevented his lordihip from fetting out in purfuit of him the fame 
evening. But fo rapid was the flight of the Americans, that he 
foon perceived there was little profpect of overtaking them. Never- 
thelefs the purfuit,| under, many wants, and the rage of a burning 
fun, was continued as'far.as the banks of the Enoree, when his 
lordfhip, nding it in vain to proceed any farther, returned towards 
Ninety-Gix. As the poft of Ninety-fix was now to be evacuated, 
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being without the limits to which the Britifh commanders, from re- 
cent circumftances, had determined to confine their defence, lord 
Rawdon thought it neceflary to pay all due attention to the loyal 
inhabitants who had remained faithful to their engagements. He 
convened the principal perfons amongft them, and offered, if they 
chofe to remain, and would undertake the defence of their diftrict 
againft their own difaffeted inhabitants, to leave a party for their 
countenance and affiftance, and from time to time to fend fuch re- 
inforcements from the Congaree as might be equal to any force that 
general Greene could {pare for invading them ; but if they were un- 
willing to remain, he promifed that care fhould be taken for the re- 
moval of them and their families within the new frontier about to 
be eftablifhed. The inhabitants accepted the laft of thefe prepofals : 
And in order effectually to grant that prote€tion which he had pro- 
mifed, lord Rawdon left more than half his force with heutenant- 
colonel Cruger, to efcort them when they fhould be ready to move, 
whilft he, with eight hundred infantry, and fixty cavalry, marched 
towards the Congaree. 

Although general Greene, in his retreat from Ninety-fix, had 
pafled not only the Enoree, but Tyger and Broad Rivers, no fooner 
did he hear that lord Rawdon had divided his force, than he re- 
turned, with a view of interrupting his lordfhip’s operations on the 
Congaree, where it was fuppofed he meant to eftablifh a poft. Lord. 
Rawdon, it is probable, would not have undertaken his march to 
that part of the country with fo diminifhed a force, had he not ex- 
peéted to be met there by a ftrong corps from Charleftown, which 
he had at firft ordered to take poft at Orangeburgh, and afterwards to 
join him upon the Congaree at an appointed time. From fome 
caufe or other, this corps, after it had begun its march, was recalled 
by orders from Charleftown; and, unfortunately, the letter from 
the commanding officer, acquainting lord Rawdon with his recal, 
and 
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and the impoffibility of meeting him at the time appointed, was in- 
tercepted and carried to general Greene. Upon the receipt of this 
letter he prefled forward on his march with redoubled expedition, 
hoping to obtain fome advantage over lord Rawdon, whilft he waited 
for a reinforcement that was not to join him. Soon after his lord- 
fhip’s arrival at the Congaree, one of his foraging parties was fur- 
prifed by Lee’s legion, and about forty cavalry were made prifoners, 
The appearance of the enemy’s light troops in that quarter of the 
country, quickly convinced his lordfhip that general Greene’s army 
was at no great diftance; and as he had not been joined by his rein- 
forcement at the appointed time, he thought it neceflary to take mea- 
{ures for his own fecurity. Accordingly he retired from the Congaree, 
and marched for Orangeburgh, where he expected to meet the rein- 
forcement from Charleftown. After forcing his paflage at noon day, 
in the face of the enemy, over a creek, the bridges of which were 
broken down and its fords guarded by Lee’s legion, he without 
further moleftation arrived at Orangeburgh, and was joined the 
next day by lieutenant-colonel Stuart, with the third regiment, from 
Charleftown. 

General Greene, finding that lord Rawdon by his activity and 
enterprife had extricated himfelf from the danger to which he was 
expofed, collected all the militia he could, and advanced with his 
army within five miles of the Britifh encampment, which at the 
head of his cavalry he reconnoitred in the evening, lord Rawdon 
giving him no interruption, as he wifhed for nothing more than an 
attack in his prefent pofition. But the American commander, in- 
ftead of preparing for an attack, decamped in the night, and retiring 
towards the Congaree, had paffed that river before lord Rawdon was 
apprized of his retreat. It is probable that general Greene’s retreat 
was haitened by intelligence received about this time, that licutenant- 
colonel 
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- colonel Cruger, after evacuating Ninety-fix, and conducting the loyal 


‘nhabitants and their families fafely within the Britith pofts, was ad- 
vancing to join lord Rawdon with the reft of the army. Whilft the 
main American army retired acrofs the Congaree, Sumpter, Lee, and 
Marion, with their refpe€tive corps, were detached by different routes 
to the lower part of the country, for the purpofe of haraffing the Bri- 
tith outpofts, and waylaying their convoys. They fucceeded in tak- 
ing fome waggons with baggage and ftores, but failed in an attempt 
upon the nineteenth regiment at Monk’s Corner. 

The weather now became fo intenfely hot, that hoftilities for fome 
time were neceflarily fufpended : General Greene retired with his 
army to the high hills of Santee, where he was foon afterwards 
joined by the different corps under Lee, Sumpter, and Marion; and 
lord Rawdon, on account of ill health, availed himfelf, in this interval 
of inaction, of his leave of abfence obtained fome time before, and 
embarked for Europe. At his departure, the command of the ‘Britifh 
troops in the field devolved on lieutenant=colonel Stuart of the third 
regiment, or Buffs. 

Although general Greene in the courfe of the prefent year had 
been driven from South Carolina into Virginia, was afterwards de- 
feated in two general engagements, and finally obliged to raife the 
fiege of Ninety-fix, and fly with great precipitation before the Britifh 
army; yet, through his own firmnefs and perfeverance, the fuccefles 
of his detachments againft the Britifh outpofts, and the advantages 
derived from the general difaffection of the inhabitants to the Britifh 
caufe, he fucceeded in the main object of the campaign. The Bri- 
tith troops, haraffed and wearied out with the defence of an extenfive 
frontier, to which their force was unequal without the affiftance of 
the inhabitants, were obliged in the end to abandon to him the 
greateft part of South Carolina; the limits of their pofleflions being 
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now confined within the three great rivers Santee, Congaree, and C aaa P. 


Fdifto ; and before the end of the year, as will prefently be feen, -~—_. 

their limits were contracted within a much narrower compafs. en 
After the retreat of the Americans from Orangeburgh to the high 

hills of Santee, the Britith army under colonel Stuart moved forward 

to the Congaree, and encamped near-the junétion of that river with 

the Wateree. In the mean time general Greene was reinforced by a 

brigade of continental troops from North Carolina, and intent upon 

profecuting his plan for the recovery of South Carolina, put his 

forces in motion as foon as the extreme heat began to abate. On 

the twenty-fecond of Auguft he marched from the high hills of Augut: 

Santee with an intention to give battle to the Britith army, and pro- 

ceeding up the northern banks of the Wateree, crofled it near 

Camden. From thence he direéted his march to Friday’s Ferry on 

the Congaree, where he was joined by general Pickens with the mi-_ 

litia of Ninety-fix, and by the South Carolina ftate troops under 

colonel Henderfon. ~ ' 
The Britifh commander, upon receiving intelligence that general 

Greene was on his march to attack him, fell back with his whole 

force to Eutaw, about forty miles from the Congaree. This move- 

ment was made for the purpofe of meeting a convoy of provifions 

then on the road from Charleftown, rather than weaken the army 

whilft an attack was expected, by fending off fo ftrong an efcort as 

would have been neceflary for fecuring its fafe arrival. General 

Greene having pafled the Congaree, continued to advance towards 

| 


Eutaw, but by very flow marches, that he might give time to general 
Marion to join him with his brigade of militia. This jun@ion was | WAG 

, made on the feventh of September about feven miles from Eutaw ; , 4 | 
and at four in the morning of the following day, general Greene i 
marched with his whole force to make his projected attack. At fix 
o'clock in the morning came in two deferters from Greene’s army 
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with intelligence that he was on his march to attack the Britifh army 
at Eutaw. Unfortunately their report was neither credited nor inquired 
into; but they themfelves fent to prifon. A party of four hundred men 
without arms, with a fmall guard to cover them, were fent in fearch of 
vegetables in the very road on which the deferters gave information 
that general Greene was marching. The event proved that the in- 
telligence given by the deferters was well founded. The unarmed 
rooting party and their fmall guard, making at the leaft a third part 
of colonel Stuart’s force, fell an eafy prey to Greene’s army; a few 
ftraggling horfemen that efcaped, apprized the Britifh commander of 
the enemy’s approach, at the fame time infufing a degree of panic 
into all with whom they communicated. The Britifh were drawn up 
acrofs the road on the heights near the Eutaw Springs. The flank 
battalion, commanded by major Majoribanks, covered the right 
flank of the army, his right being upon a rivulet with an in- 
terval of a hundred paces from the water ; his left to the road was 
concealed by a very thick hedge. Two pieces of artillery, with 
a covering party of infantry, occupied the road. The remainder 
of the Britifh force extended to the left of the road, in an oblique 
direction. ‘The front line of the American army was compofed of 
four battalions of militia; the fecond line, of three brigades of conti- 
nental troops; colonel Lee, with his legion, covered their right 
flank, and colonel Henderfon, with the South Carolina ftate troops, 
their left: Colonel Wafhington, with his cavalry and the Delaware 
troops, formed their body of referve. “T'wo three-pounders were in 
front of their line, and two fix-pounders with the fecond line. The 
legion and the ftate troops formed their advanced guard, and were to 
retreat on their flanks when the Britifh fhould form. ‘The enemy 
attacked with great impetuofity ; the chief impreffion feemed to be 
defigned againft the artillery on the road, and to turn the left of the 


Britith. The preffure of the enemy’s fire was fuch as compelled the 
6 third 
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third regiment, or Buffs, to give way, the regiment being compofed 
of new troops. The remains of thofe.veteran corps, the fixty-third 
and fixty-fourth regiments, who had ferved the whole of the war, 
loft none of their fame in this aGtion. They ruthed with bayonets 
into the midft of the enemy; nor did they give ground, until over- 
powered by numbers and fevere flaughter. Various was the fuccefs 
in the centre and on the right. At this time colonel Washington, 
endeavouring to pafs through the right of the flank corps and the 
rivulet, led his cavalry with great gallantry to the charge. The flank 
corps received this charge with great fteadinefs. At the firft fire, 
colonel Wafhington was wounded and taken prifoner, and feveral of 
his men fell, which prevented a fimilar attack. The artillery on 
both fides was feveral times taken and retaken. 

At this time the flank battalion, whofe poft had been pafled undif- 
covered by the main body of the enemy, wheeled round, and coming 
in the rear of the enemy, threw them into confufion, which being 
increafed by a fire from the New York volunteers under the com= 
mand of major Sheridan, who had taken poft in a ftone houfe on 
the open ground upon the right of the road, decided the aétion. 
Inceflant peals of mufquetry from the windows poured deftruGtion 
upon the enemy, and effectually ftopped their further progrefs. 
Although feverely checked, the Americans were not difcouraged, 
and brought up four fix-pounders to batter the houfe: But the fire 
of the detachment within continued to be fo well fupported, that the 
American artillery foon became ufelefs, and moft of the officers and 
men that were attached to it, were either killed or wounded. In the 
mean time the left wing of the Britith army having recovered from 
its confufion, had again formed the line, and the battle was renewed 
with great {pirit in that quarter. The conteft was obftinate and 
bloody ; but the Americans were at laft obliged to retire. For want 
of cavalry, no purfuit could be made; whilft that of the enemy, 
aiGre which 
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which was numerous, covered their retreat. They were obliged to 
abandon two of the four pieces of cannon that had been brought up 
againft the houfe, and they left behind them, according to their own 
account, one hundred and thirty-nine of their number killed on the 
Geld of battle. Their wounded, which may be {uppofed to bear the 
ufual proportion to the killed, were carried off during the action. 
About fixty of the enemy were made prifoners, and amongft them 
lieutenant-colonel Wathington, who commanded their referve. The 
whole lofs of the Americans in this a€tion may be eftimated at more 
than feven hundred * men, including fixty commiflioned officers, of 
whom feventeen were killed and forty-three wounded. The lofs of 
the Britith army was alfo very great; it amounted to eighty-five 
killed, three hundred and fifty-one wounded, and two hundred and 
fifty-feven miffing ; in all, fix hundred and ninety-three men, in- 
cluding twenty-nine commiffioned officers, three of whom were 
killed, fixteen wounded, and ten miffing. 

The incidents attending this action gave occafion to both com- 
manders to claim the victory. General Greene founded his preten- 
fions upon the retreat of the Brittth line, and its being purfued to 
the houfe and open ground in the rear; and moft affuredly, for fome 
time, the fortune of-the day feemed to be entirely in favour of the 
Americans. The Britifh commander, on the other hand, refted his 
claim of victory upon this ground, that although a temporary ad- 
vantage had been obtained over part of the Britith line, which 
rendered a retreat neceflary, yet the troops, who had thus retreated, 


* The account here given does not agree with the returns publifhed by congrefs: But that 
return, as given in Tarleton’s Appendix, appears, upon the face of it, to be incorre&t. The 
particulars do not make up the fum total. ‘The number here eftimated fuppofes the wounded 
to have borne the ufual proportion to the flain. The flain being left on the field of battle, their 
number could not be concealed. Ramfay ftates, that the lofs of general Marion’s brigade of 
militia is not included in the return publifhed by congrefs. 
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afterwards formed and renewed the battle with fo much fpirit, that © HA P. 
the Americans were ultimately obliged to quit the field, and retire to ~~~ 


a {trong pofition feven miles in their rear. This ation was never- 
thelefs celebrated in America as a great and glorious victory ; and in 
commemoration of it the congrefs voted a Britifh ftandard and gold 
medal to be prefented to general Greene. ‘That it was a bloody, 
hard-fought action, the lofs on both fides fufficiently teftifies ; but 
that neither party obtained a decifive advantage over the other, the 
conduct of both commanders after the action plainly demonftrates. 


_ The Britifh commander remained upon the ground the night after 


the action and the following day, without any attempt being made 
by general Greene to moleft him; and when he afterwards retired 
to Monk’s Corner for the fafety and protection of his wounded, the 
American commander contented himfelf with advancing to the 
ground left by the Britifh troops, and foon afterwards retreated to 
his former encampment on the high hills. of Santee, placing a large 
river between him and the Britifh army. The reafonable cenclufion 
to be drawn from the condu& of both feems to be this, that in 
the action both armies had fuffered fo much, that for fome time 
afterwards neither of them was in a fituation to undertake any 
thing again{t the other. Indeed this was the laft ation of any con- 
fequence that happened in South Carolina between the king’s troops 
and the Americans: The former, from this time, chiefly confined 
themfelves to Charleftown Neck and fome pofts in its neighbour- 
hood; the fecurity of that town appearing to be their principal ob- 
jet: And general Greene either was not, or did not think himfelf, 
in fufficient force to attempt to reduce it. In this action the Britith 
loft one field-piece, and took two from the Americans. 
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Operations of the Britifh Army in Virginia under the Command of 
General Philips—Deftruétion of American Stores—Death of Ge- 
neral Philips—Funétion between the Armies under Lord Corn- 
wallis and General Arnold—Charlotteville furprifed by Colonel 
Tarleton—Stratagem praciifed with Succes by Colonel Simcoe on 
Baron Steuben—Unfavourable Afpedt of American Affairs—Ap- 
prebenjfion of Sir Henry Clinton for the Safety of New York— 
Lord Cornwallis croffes Fames River, and retires to Port/mouth— 
Evacuates Port/mouth, and concentrates. bis Force at York and 
Glocefter— Function of the Forces of Wa/hington and Rochambeau 
— Naval Operations—The French Fleet under Count de Grafe 
arrives in the Chefapeak—Partial Aétion between the Count de 
Graf and Admiral Graves—New London taken by General 
Arnold. 


FTER it had been determined to carry the war into the fouthern 
colonies, firft a detachment, as has already been mentioned, 
under general Leflie, and another afterwards under general Arnold, 
amounting to about fixteen hundred, were fent by the commander 
in chief from New York into Virginia, for the double purpofe of 
deftroying the enemy’s ftores, and of affifting, by means of a diver- 
fion, the operations of lord Cornwallis in the two Carolinas; the 
firft of which fervices was performed to a very confiderable extent. 
A plan was formed by general Waghington for entrapping Arnold, 
and 
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| and taking him and his whole detachment; which, however, was 


| be enabled to fupport the war. 


Cad 


defeated by the backwardnefs of the French, and the good conduct 
of the Englith admiral. 

A reinforcement of two thoufand Britith troops, under the com- 
mand of general Philips, arrived fafely in the Chefapeak on the 
twenty-fixth of March. The general, being of fuperior rank to 
Arnold, now aflumed the command of the whole Britith force in 
Virginia; and although, after viewing the poft at Portfmouth, he 
was of opinion that it could not be rendered fecure, and was alfo too 
extenfive to be defended by any number of men that could be {pared 
from the other exigencies of the fervice; yet, as the works that had 
been begun were in a great ftate of forwardnefs, he continued to 
pened about the middle of April. The general being then at liberty 
to purfue other objects, after leaving a garrifon at Portfmouth, em- 
barked the troops, on the eighteenth of April, on board the fimalleft 
veffels of the fleet, and proceeded up James River. The obje& in view 
was, in the firft place, to difperfe a body of militia who were faid to 
have aflembled at Williamfburgh, the former feat of government 
in Virginia, and afterwards to deftroy fuch of the enemy’s public 
ftores, on the fouth fide of James River, as had not fallen within 


| the range of general Arnold’s expedition. The army, having landed 
| at Burrel’s Ferry, was immediately marched to Williamfburgh; but 


the militia colle€ted there had already fled. They now proceeded, in 


different divifions and detachments, to diftrefs and weaken the enemy 
as much as poflible, by deftroying all the means by which they might 
If Virginia had been hitherto fa- 


voured, it feems to have been determined at this time to infli@ upon 


it a more than common portion of vengeance: And, fo vulnerable 
is that province, by the joint operation of a land and naval force, 
that 


employ the troops upon them until they were finifhed, which hap-, 
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that the Britith troops committed the greateft devaftations without 
any ferious oppofition, or fuftaining any lofs. 

General Philips, having proceeded up the river as far as he in- 
tended to go, marched his army back to Ofborne’s, a village on 
the banks of James River, and from thence to Bermuda Hundred, 
oppofite to City Point, where the fleet was ready to receive him. 
On the fecond of May the troops were reimbarked, and the fleet 
moved flowly down the river. As the marquis de la Fayette fol- 
lowed by land with his army, it was thought to have been general 
Philips’s intention, after decoying him to a fuflicient diftance down 
the river, to have embraced the firft favourable breeze of wind, and 
fuddenly returning, to have landed above him. By fuch a.ma- 
nceuvre the marquis de la Fayette would have been {hut up between 
York and James River, and to extricate himfelf muft have rifqued 
an engagement, or hazarded the lofs of the greateft part of his 
force by attempting to pafs either of thofe rivers in the view of the 
Britith army. But on the feventh of May a letter was received 
from lord Cornwallis, informing the general of his march towards 
Virginia, and propofing Peterfburgh as the place where he would 
with to find the Britith army. Upon the receipt of this letter, orders 
were immediately given for the fleet to move up the river. One 


divifion of the army was landed at Brandon, and another proceeded: 


to City Point; and on the ninth both met at Peterfburgh, where 
they furprifed fome of the marquis de la Fayette’s officers, who had 
been fent forward to provide quarters for his army. General Philips 
at this time lay dangeroufly ill: He had been attacked by a fever 
fome few days before, the progrefs of which was fo rapid, and its 
fymptoms fo malignant, that by the time of the army’s arrival at 
Peterfburgh he was no longer capable of giving orders, and died four 
days after. By his death the command of the troops devolved again 
on brigadier-general Arnold, 
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| In the mean time lord Cornwallis had arrived at Halifax on the C H A P. 
banks of the Roanoke, within fixty miles of Peterfburgh. In his ym 
march from Wilmington to that place he had met with {carcely any oe 
interruption, a corps of one hundred and eighty cavalry, and fixty 
mounted infantry, that preceded the army under the command of 
lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, being fufficient to difperfe any {mall 
bodies of militia that were aflembling in order to obftrud its pro- 
grefs. Colonel Tarleton, in this expedition, was accompanied by 
that valuable partizan, colonel Hamilton, of the North Carolina 
regiment; to whom, perhaps, the Britifh nation owed more than 
to any other individual loyalift in the Britith fervice*. 

Lord Cornwallis, having fent forward Tarleton with the cavalry, Junétion be- 
and general Arnold having detached Simcoe with the queen’s ran- ““° fe 


armies under 


| gers, to take pofleflion of the fords on the Nottoway and the Me- haan 
herrin, the only rivers that intervened, a junction of the two armies neral Arnold. 
took place at Peterfburgh on the twentieth of May. Lord Corn- 
wallis of courfe aflumed the command of the whole. 
| It will be remembered, that when the fleet went down James 
| River from Bermuda Hundred, the marquis de la Fayette followed 
: it with his army by land. But as foon as it began to return, he 
| marched back with all the difpatch he could. He rightly judged it 
| to be the intention of general Philips to take pofleffion of Peterf- 
| burgh, in order to facilitate a jun€tion with earl Cornwallis, and he 
hoped, by forced marches, to reach that place before him. The ex- 
pedition with which the Britifh troops returned, entirely fruftrated 
- his intention ; and upon his arrival at Ofborne’s on the fouth fide of 
| James River, he found they were already in poffeffion of Peterf- 
burgh. Thus foiled in his defign, he re-croffed James River, and took 
| a pofition on the north fide of it, between Richmond and Wilton. 


* At Halifax fome enormities were committed by the Britifh that were a difgrace to the 
name of man. 
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It feems to have been lord Cornwallis’s firft obje€t to endeavour 
to ftrike a blow at the marquis; his next, to deftroy fuch of the 
enemy’s ftores as might be within his reach after the American army 
had been either defeated or obliged to retire; and laftly, after pro- 
ceeding to the execution of thefe objeéts, which probably might be 
accomplifhed by the time he could hear from New York, to keep. 
himfelf difengaged from any operation that could interfere with the 
plan that might be devifed by the commander in chief for the fur- 
ther profecution of the campaign.’ Having fettled his own tempo- 
rary plan of operations, lord Cornwallis marched from Peterfburgh 
on the twenty-fourth of May, and crofled James River at Weftover, 
about thirty miles below Fayette’s encampment *, The Britifh army 
was already greatly fuperior to the continental force in Virginia, and 
about this time it was confiderably increafed by the arrival of two Bri- 
tith regiments, and two battalions of Anfpach troops from New York,, 
fent by the commander in chief (who had not yet received intelli- 
gence of lord Cornwallis’s airively to retaforce * seneral Philips, 
under an apprehenfion that when the Americans heard of lord Corn- 
wallis’s march to the northward, they might make fome attempt to 
overpower general Philips before a junction of the two armies 
could be effected. Of this reinforcement the forty-third regiment 
alone joined the army: The other Britifh regiment, and the two 
battalions of Anfpach, were fent to firengthen the garrifon at 
Portfmouth. 

The force under Fayette being fo much inferior to that which 
was oppofed to him, he decamped from the neighbourhood of Rich- 
mond, as foon as he heard that lord Cornwallis had croffed James 
River, and retired towards the back-country, inclining his route to 


* The channel of the river where the Britih crofled exceeded two miles. The paflage was 
effeGed by fwimming the horfes over a part, and wading through the reit. . 
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J 
the northward, that he might be in readinefs to form a junction © eit P, 
with general Wayne, who was on his march through Maryland sto Vey 
reinforce him with eight hundred men of the Penfylvania line. The ane 
Britifh army for fome time followed the route taken by the mar- 
quis de la Fayette, and in this diretion proceeded as far as the 
upper part of Hanover County, deftroying in their way whatever 
public ftores they found. But Fayette’s movements were fo rapid, 
that lord Cornwallis foon found it would be in vain to follow him, 
and impoffible to prevent a jun@tion between him and general “ 
Wayne: His lordfhip’s attention was therefore direéted to other 
objects more attainable, which the intelligence received on his march 
had prefented to his view. 

One of thefe objets was to break up the feffion of the general 
affembly, then met under a guard at Charlotteville, for the purpofe 
of voting taxes, draughting the militia, and making an addition to 
the regular force of the ftate. The other obje& was to ftrike at the 
baron Steuben, who was faid to be at the Point of Fork, on James 
River, guarding a confiderable quantity of ftores, with a ftrong de- 
tachment of troops called eighteen-months men *, and militia. To ‘ 
accomplifh the firft, Tarleton was detached with one hundred and 
eighty cavalry of the legion, and feventy mounted infantry of the 
twenty-third regiment, under the command of captain Champagnef : 
And the execution of the laft was entrufted to lieutenant-colonel 
Simcoe, with the queen’s rangers, and the fecond battalion of the 
feventy-firft regiment, commanded by captain Hutchinfon, the whole 


rH 
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* So called from the time for which they engaged to ferve, 


+ The 7xit regiment was ordered to accompany Tarleton on this fervice; but upon re- 
<eiving the order the officers drew up a remonftrance, and prefented it to lord Cornwallis, 
ftating their unwillingnefs to ferve under Tarleton, from a recolleGtion of his condu& at the 
‘Cowpens, where the other battalion of the 71ft was taken by Morgan. In confequence of 
this remonttrance, the 71{t regiment was attached to colonel Simcoe. 
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CH A P. detachment amounting to five hundred men. Tarleton proceeded 


_-—— to Charlotteville, with great expedition ; and on his way overtook 


twelve waggons loaded with arms and clothing for the ufe of the 
army in South Carolina, all of which were burnt and deftroyed: 
The Revanna, a branch of James River, wafhes the foot of the 
hill on which Charlotteville ftands. Through this river Tarleton 
charged at the head of his cavalry, and took or difperfed the guards 
ftationed on the oppofite bank. With the like rapidity he entered 
the town, and took prifoners feven members of the aflembly. The 
reft made their efcape. So unexpected was Tarleton’s vifit, that the 
enemy had not time to remove their ftores. A confiderable quantity 
was found, and the whole deftroyed *, ‘Tarleton, after performing 
this fervice, proceeded down the Revanna, according to his orders, 
to co-operate with Simcoe, if he fhould have occafion for his aflift- 
ance. The Point of Fork, to which lieutenant-colonel Simcoe was 
direéting his march, is fo called from being the point of land that 
intervenes at the conflux of the two great branches of James 
River, the Fluvanna and Revanna. The united ftreams from the point 
of junction take the name of James River. As the greateft part 
of his detachment confifted of infantry, his progrefs could not be 
fo rapid as that of Tarleton; but it was as expeditious as the na- 
ture of his detachment would admit : And by the prudent precau- 
tions taken for fecuring every perfon met or feen on the road, he 
effectually concealed his march from the enemy. By fome of his 
prifoners he found that baron Steuben was apprifed of Tarleton’s 
march, but knew nothing of Simcoe’s; and from the fame perfons 
he learnt that the baron had begun to tranfport his ftores to the fouth 


* Stores deftroyed at Charlotteville: — 
1000 new firelocks, made at Fredericfburgh. 
Upwards of 400 barrels of gunpowder. 
Several hogfheads of tobacco, and fome continental clothing. 
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fide of the Fluvanna, and meant to follow them with his whole de- C eee P, 
tachment. Upon receiving this intelligence, Simcoe preffed for- W-—~~— 
ward with ftill greater celerity, hoping at leaft to cut off the barons, 6 
rear-guard before it had time to pafs the river. But upon his 

arrival at the Point of Fork, he found that not only the ftores, but 

the baron’s whole force, had pafled the river, except about thirty 

perfons then on the bank ready to embark. Thefe were imme- 

diately fecured by the cavalry. As both the enemy’s ftores and es 
troops were now completely out of Simcoe’s reach, a deep and un- a ees 
fordable river intervening, with the boats all fecured on the other Sct 
fide, he conceived the defign of endeavouring to imprefs the baron mee sie 
with the belief, that the troops now at the Point of Fork were 

the advance of the Britith army, hoping, if he was fuccefsful in his 
endeavours for that purpofe, that the baron, for the fake of moving 

off with greater expedition, might be induced to leave behind the 

greateft part of the ftores. 

In purfuance of this defign, Simcoe difplayed his force to as great 
advantage as poflible, upon the heights oppofite to the baron’s en- 
campment; and the deception fucceeded beyond his expectation. 

In the following night the baron moved off, leaving the bank of 
the river oppofite to the Point of Fork, covered with arms and 
ftores. In the morning it was apparent that the enemy had fled, and 
fome {mall canoes being procured, captain Stevenfon, with twenty 
of the light-infantry, and cornet Wolfey, with four huflars, paffed 
the river, the huffars carrying with them their faddles. Wolfey 
was directed, after mounting his huflars on fuch {trageline horfes 
as had been left by the enemy, to take poft, at fome diftance from 
the bank of the river, upon the road by which the enemy retreated; 
and fhould any of their patroles appear, he was directed to raife 
a fhout, and make an appearance of purfuing, in order to raife a 


belief that the Britifh army had pafled the river. This ftep was 
taken 
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+ ¥ ae pias off or deftroying the flores abandoned by the enemy; and it an- 
=a ‘ ae fwered every purpofe that was expected from it. In the courfe of 
ada fer Fheose - ty L* he day a patrole of the enemy appeared, which fled with the ut- 
in felar U tanger GL mot precipitation, upon feeing the Britith huflars; and from the re- 
YA. pat coon cecer, port made by this patrole to the baron Steuben, he was induced, 
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Fos ya coat ener — — march twenty miles farther without halting. 

has [PP = a fee In the mean time the marquis de la Fayette, who upon the advance 
(Lp bclh tte Jin Bit of the Britifh army had retreated acrofs Rappahannock River, being 
A ie ue joined by general Wayne with his detachment, re-crofled that river, 
gle Are Fe ca and followed the Britifh army in its march to Williamfburgh: On 
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walled Vey «=the road he was alfo joined by the baron Steuben, with his eighteen- 
Aa? cg eect months men, and militia. 

ety tO _ Bele ped of Although a dawn of profperity had begun to appear in South 

Open: |) are ee Carolina, under the aufpices of Greene, the general ftate of Ame- 

i | 0 | ge ilatel aed yican affairs feemed at this time to be in a ruinous train, and faft 

wart Aung eae eff a verging towards that period when the conteft muft ceafe, on the 

Pet. fi Leen ate [oonfe part of the congrefs, for want of refources to maintain it. The 

bf pistca bat pills of credit, by which they had hitherto fupported the war, 

-\t i yae now failed them. The depreciation had become fo immenfe, that 

ht peter 2 Velo fd efor : : 

7 f Oe they no longer anfwered the purpofes for which they were 
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: rs calculation the difficulties under which the congrefs laboured, and 
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st 4 @ hada fatal influence on their fervice throughout the whole extent of 


— the union. The agents for public departments could no longer make 
their purchafes ; and warrants of imprefs became neceflary to force 


from individuals whatever was wanted for the public fervice, and the 
fupport 


ae 
af- Ce feet El ge ; . Zu : 
he fatl & Celene. AP Of +a Lat th Lia Ararrabe £0 Uusad Seer Biter 04. Pal 


7 A 
a os —~, 
CU’ tere aAhftdt oe Sod nig > A ee oe Con 
er ae srenecaces, maid Ty COL? coegeantly ne ng 
LO Z Z F at . F x 4 g . - a” Pe 4 
If . y oye a > js E a Sof » oy , 
state § “daz Lite? & esnt 0% tecbitdray (prcabdlatiosire f{[AtIag Zs je tee x 


“ 


ae 6 Z ) e a 4 ? s Val y : ak 
SiLEDT Deer AME PAtA AGS Athi fee Bk CrfG2art avert Ltt. tartaar~g FR CLCE.CLE hore to tiffee 
Vy 
é Z 2 


AMERICAN WAR. 


fupport of the army. Even the troops were read 
feveral places for want of pay and clothing. 


y to mutiny in 


Although general 
Wafhington’s army was greatly diminifhed, he found it fill too 
large for the means he had of fubfifting it. In a letter written by 
him on the tenth of May, is the following paflage:—“ From the 
“ pofts of Saratoga to that of Dobb’s Ferry, inclufive, I beli 
** there is not at this moment on hand, one day’s fupply of meat 
“ for the army.” And in another letter, dated almoft two months 
afterwards, he intimated his fears of being obliged to difband his 
army for want of fubfiftence. The marine force of the congrefs 
was not in a better condition than their army: OF al 
veflels that had been fitted out by them, two frigates 
the reft had been all either taken or deftroyed. The immenfe value 
of the public property ‘and ftores deftroyed in Virginia, darkened 
the gloomy profpe&t, and feemed to haften with rapid ftrides the 
zra of public bankruptcy. Nor could they derive any comfort 
from the commerce carried on by individuals, 


eve 


1 the armed 
alone remained; 


which was now 
almoft annihilated, in confequence of the captures made by the 


Britith cruizers, and the great loffes fuftained at the taking of St. 
FEuftatius. The people too, in many of the colonies, were, become 
tired of the war, and feemed to languifh under the long conti- 
nuance of their diftrefles and difficulties. 

Some fignal fuccefs, fome atchievement of importance, that 
fhould refle& luftre on the American arms, was therefore ne- 
ceflary to reftore the declining ftate of their affairs, to roufe 
afrefh the fpirit and energy of the people, and even to enable 
congrefs to maintain their authority.~ But no enterprife that pro- 
mifed fuccefs could be attempted againft any of the British pofts 
in America, without the co-operation of a French fleet and army. 
The congrefs had been already difappointed in their expeétations 
of fuch a co-operation for three years fucceffively; but as they 
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had renewed their applications on that head, towards the end of 
the preceding year, and had at the fame time made the court of France 
acquainted with the defperate ftate of their affairs, which the effet 


AP ont IOP of fuch a co-operation could alone fave from ruin; they hoped that 
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Apprehen- 
fions of fir H. 
Clinton for 
the fafety of 
New York. 


the intereft of that court, as much as its friendthip, would induce 
a compliance. Wafhington looked forward with eagernelfs to fuch 
an event, as the only thing that could enable them to prolong the 
conteft; And, as foon as he heard of the arrival or M. de Bar- 
ras, who was {ent out from France to take the command of the 
fleet at Rhode Ifland, and brought with him difpatches for the 
count de Rochambeau, he haftened to ConneCicut, that he might 
have a conference with the French general. The count’s difpatches 
feem to have given full {atisfaction to Wafhington, as at this 
snterview it was agreed between him and the French general, to 


carry into execution the attempt againft New York, which they had 


meditated the preceding year ; if their force, when affembled, fhould 


be found equal to the enterprife: But, in all events, it was their 
determination, upon the arrival of the count de Grafle, to ftrike a 
blow’ at one or other of the Britith pofts, where fuccefs was moft 
reafonably to be expected. This interview took place on the 
twenty-firt of May, and immediately after it, letters were written 
by Wafhington, requefting, that the battalions compofing his army 
might be filled up to their full complement, and at the fame time he 
made a requifition to the New England ftates, for fix thoufand two 
hundred militia, to be ready to march whenever he fhould call for 
them. The exprefs carrying the letters written by Wafhington to 
congrefs, after this interview with the French general, was inter- 
cepted in the Jerfeys; and the letters were carried to fir Henry Clin- 
ton. They difclofed the nature of the enterprife in agitation, and 
feem to have alarmed him for the fafety of New York. In confe- 


quence of the information gathered from. thefe letters, the com- 
6 mander 
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mander in chief made a requifition of part of the troops under lord © H a 
Cornwallis’s command in Virginia, and directed that they fhould be UY ( 
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fent to New York without delay, unlefs his lordfhip fhould at the 


é 


time be engaged in fome important movement that might render it Ab, Ye Leer of Wee [loro 
neceflary to detain them fome time longer; or unlefs he fhould be é G pS 
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difpofed to execute the plan which the commander in chief feems to a 
have had much at heart, of carrying the war to the upper part of tee Khe Ex he Cf het a 


the Chefapeak, and upon the Sufquehanna, where a number of loy- @ thera aap F4a ae . 


alifts had aflociated for their mutual defence, and were faid to be Bteweed fcpfat fee COLA G 


ready to at whenever the king’s troops fhould appear amoneft them, +“ ¢ fi Sue . ee 
: ones 5 ae ; Ae te & bed teed Lp YP 
At the time of receiving the difpatches containing this requifition,~~ ~ ae, 


‘ 5 ; - ea het P 24 echo 
lord Cornwallis was engaged in no important operation: He had # @ aes tier 
returned from his expedition up James River, and was then with «Aecorri Of The trent, We 
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bis army at Williamfburgh: Neither did he mean to engage in the 


nrt Petser force? “IL 
expedition to the upper part of the Chefapeak, of which he difap- ~ . Gate... 

Ag 2 he at 2 Ot fester 
proved, without exprefs orders from the commander in chief, which Tee Mee 
would exempt him from all refponfibility, at leaft for the plan of at thaw oct ; | 
that expedition. Under thefe circumftances he prepared, without _ ne? 0 ee ‘yl 
delay, to comply with the commander in chief’s requifition. for as ff ine 
troops ; and as, after their embarkation, he was of opinion that ~~ Meine putas / 123 
thofe which remained would not be fufficient to enable him to re- «*#@oe<= “EE CCC 


main at Williamfburgh, he took the refolution of pafling James Sek 2 ote eel “a 
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River, and retiring to Portfmouth. An exprefs was fent off to ac- geaees <7 lathe o Kad 


quaint the commander in chief with this determination, and withthe gz. Pile. Gocas<Oved 
fieps taking for an immediate compliance with his requifition. In 2.) DeceD oy affe Ling 


the difpatches written on this occafion, which bear date the thirtieth 4° . 2 A. gee 
LBEOL Z ite Ae Fg aA Lg 


of June, lord Cornwallis takes occafion to mention, that upon view- c ; 
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ing York (which had been propofed as a defenfive poft, proper to ’ 
be taken for the fecurity of fhipping), he was clearly of opinion that @ “@**2*+ 4 Gen am ay 
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¢ H AP. would be neceflary for the protection of fhipping; and apparently 
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July. 


chagrined with the idea of having his force reduced fo far as to be 
obliged to act upon the defenfive in a province where, in his own 
opinion, the moft vigorous offenfive operations were neceflary, he 
intimated a willingnefs, if the commander in chief approved of it, 
to return to Charleftown, and take the command in South Ca- 
rolina, although in that quarter nothing but mortification and difap- 
pointment was to be expected. 

The refolution of pafling James River being reel the army 
marched from Williamfburgh on the fourth of July, and encamped 
on a piece of ground that covered a ford into the ifland of James 
Town; and the fame evening the queen’s rangers pafled the river. 
On the fifth the wheel-carriages, and on the fixth the bat-horfes 
and baggage, were pafled over; whilft the army continued in the 
fame encampment. In the mean time the marquis de la Fayette, 
thinking that the main body of the Britifh army had already crofled 
the river, advanced by forced marches to ftrike a blow at the rear- 
guard. Information of his approach was communicated to earl 
Cornwallis about noon of the fixth of July, and fome pains were 
taken, by fuffering the piquets to be infulted and driven in, to con 
firm him in the belief that only the rear-guard of the Britith army 
remained. About four in the-afternoon, fome of the outpofts were 
attacked by rifle-men and militia; but Fayette, with the main body, 
did not appear till towards funfet, when he paffed a morais with nine 
hundred continentals, fix hundred militia, and fome artillery, and 
began to form in front of the Britifh encampment. The Britith 
troops were immediately ordered under arms, and advanced to the 
attack in two lines. On the right, the affair was foon over; the 
Britith troops in that quarter being oppofed only by militia, who 
were quickly put to flight: But, on the left, lieutenant-colonel 
Dundas’s brigade, confifting of the forty-third, feventy-fixth, and 
, eightieth 
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eightieth regiments, being oppofed by the Penfy!vania line, affifted 
by part of Fayette’s continentals, with two pieces of cannon, the 
action, while it lafted, was fharp and bloody. After a fevere conteft 
the provincials were routed, and their cannon taken. They fled 
acrofs the morafs in great confufion ; but by the time of their flight 
it was dark, and to that circumftance alone they owed their fafety : 
An hour more of day-light would have probably been attended with 
the ruin of Fayette’s whole detachment, as the cavalry were in readi- 
nefs to purfue, and the light-infantry and other troops on the right 
of the Britifh Ime in excellent condition to fupport them, from hav- 
ing fuftained no lofs in the a@tion. In this ation the king’s troops 
had five officers wounded, and about feventy privates killed and 
wounded. ‘The lofs of the enemy in killed, wounded, and prifon- 
ers, amounted to about three hundred. The weight of the adion 
fell upon the feventy-fixth and eightieth regiments, both of them 
lately raifed ; and their firmnefs and intrepidity did them fingular 
honour: The gallantry and good condué& of lieutenant-colonel 
Dundas, who commanded them, merited and obtained the higheft 
commendation. ‘The army having pafled James River, the troops 
ordered for embarkation were fent forward to Portfmouth, whilft 
lord Cornwallis followed by eafy marches with the reft. 

After the embarkation of the troops, but before the tranfports put 
to fea, an order arrived from the commander in chief to countermand 
their failing. He wrote at the fame time to earl Cornwallis, ex- 
preffing his furprife that he fhould have taken the refolution of 
quitting the neck of land at Williamfburgh without confulting him ; 
directing him, if he was {till there, to remain until further orders ; 
or, if he had left it, to endeavour to repoflefs it, for the purpofe of 
eftablifhing a defenfive poft for the protection of fhips of the line, 
which he fuppofed might be found fomewhere within that neck, and 
probably either at Old Point Comfort on Hampton Road, or York 
cee ‘Town 
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€ ee P. ‘Town on York River: And as the firft of thefe places was recom- 


a mended by the admiral, lord Cornwallis was directed to examine it, 
BI. is SAY: . ; 
i and, if found eligible, to occupy it either with or without York 


8 Town, as fhould feem expedient. For the purpofe of eftablifhing 
Uhh. tastier vrei to fuch a poft as was wanted, his lordfhip was to be at liberty to retain 
to Howe LHe Se Pe or any part of the troops ordered for embarkation, that fhould be 
“Sega Car aft 2 found neceflary: And, in the ftrongeft terms, the commander in 
Liberty te evtab ter lt We chief deprecated the idea of quitting the Chefapeak entirely ; on the 


Lx ase. wher z contrary, he declared, that as foon as the feafon for acting in that 


fraval 

es, or Woe wa ereg COURITY returned, he fhould probably fend there all the troops he 
, 4G “could fpare from the different pofts under his command: He there- 
V Lgoge Ze. 44 ita fac 


‘ore recommended it to lord Cornwallis, if he had quitted York, to 

\)) eg <avour iar “© ve-occupy it, or at leaft to hold Old Point Comfort, if it was poflible 

. | Zs ee unhlo. redo eee jo do it, without at the fame holding York. 

9 Sei he es Upon the receipt of thofe difpatches, lord Cornwallis, who by 
aaet: / that time had reached Portfmouth, dire&ted Old Point Comfort to be 

see TA0. CLC ser viewed by the engineers and the officers of the navy. From their 


co 


Lee 


Abed de acta ei report it appeared, that works conftru@ed on Old Point Comfort 


Z ee . sod neither command the entrance into Hampton Road, nor fe~ 
(Bite lem ¢ “eure his majefty’s fhips when lying at anchor within it: It could 
Secs Pr re otal fre therefore be of no ufe as a defenfive ftation for fhips: And as Portf- 


ae oe Bromep pu te maouth was admitted, on all hands, not to be fuch a poft as was ( 


defired, from its giving no protection to ships of the line, lord Corn- 
ow y, Bat 4 

fi eudeaen ‘a iia was of opinion, that the fpirit of his inftructions left him no 

| fate TE neenoek te other option than to fortify York and Gloucefter, the only places 


; 


ul itiotl roe famed that remained capable of affording the requifite protection to fhips 
i Pp & q Pp Pp 


DP Bisex ta Ye: Augut. of that denomination. Meafures were accordingly taken for feizing 
Evacuates 


DS htew & Ge ? ate Portimouth, and fortifying thefe pofts, and for evacuating Portfmouth. Part of 


dp toe Rast (A dase ia the army, in tranfports and boats, proceeded up the Chefapeak, and 
4s - affnd! | sheers Ch York took poffeffion of them on the firft of Auguft; and the evacuation 
an ous 
(hp Lib badd 7 ghter, oy, of Portfmouth having been completed on the twentieth, lord Corn- 
apt Ste fe wert bred 
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wallis’s whole force on the twenty-fecond was concentered at York 
and Gloucefter. 

In the mean time, general Wafhington had affembled his army at 
Peek’s Kill towards the end of the month of June, and marching 
from thence to White Plains, was there joined on the fixth of July 
by the count de Rochambeau with the French troops from Rhode 
Ifland. 


part of the French army marched from their encampment towards 


In the evening of the twenty-firft, the whole American and 


King’s Bridge, and appearing before it early next morning, were 
drawn up in order of battle, whilft the French and American officers 
reconnoitred the pofition of the Britifh works. The fame fcene was 
re-acted in the morning of the twenty-third, and in the afternoon 
the confederated armies returned to their former encampment. Both 
the French and American commanders had been for fome time im- 
patiently expecting difpatches from the count de Graffe. At length 
they arrived about the middle. of Auguft, and announced the inten- 
tion of the count de Graffe to enter the Chefapeak with his fleet 
about the end of the month, and commence his operations there. 
They alfo.gave intimation, that he could not remain long upon the 
American coatft. 


If any doubt exifted before, as to the point of attack, it was now / 


removed. Nothing could any-where be done without a covering 
fleet ; and as the count de Graffe had determined to enter the Che- 
fapeak, it was agreed between Wafhington and Rochambean, that 
Virginia fhould be the fcene, and an attack upon lord Cornwallis the 
Letters to this effect were dif 
patched to meet the count de Graffe on his paflage, and in the mean 


object, of their joint operations. 


time meafures were taken to continue fir Henry Clinton in the belief 
that New York was ftill the object of their enterprife. After feveral 
movements, and various deceptions practifed to induce this belief, 

~ the 
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the allied army fuddenly marched acrofs the Jerfeys to Philadelphia 
where it arrived on the thirtieth of Auguft, 

That the count de Graffe intended to vifit the American coaft 
during the hurricane months in the Welt Indies, was no fecret to 
the commander in chief at New York. He had made this difcovery 
from Wathington’s intercepted difpatches, and communicated it to 
earl Cornwallis ; and he had alfo received fimilar information from 
the miniftry in England. Sir George Rodney, who commanded the 
Britith flect in the Weft Indies, feems alfo to have been convinced 
that fuch was the count de Grafle’s intention, and that the bay of 
Chefapeak was the place where he might be expected. Advices to 
this effe&t were difpatched by him to the commander of the king’s 
fleet on the coaft of America, who was alfo advertifed, that at the 
proper feafon he might expec to be reinforced by a detachment from 
the Weft India fleet, fo as to enable him to meet the count de 
Graffe, and fruftrate his intended operations. Sir George Rodney 
does not appear ever to have entertained the idea, that count de 
Grafle would proced to North America with his whole fleet ; and, 
indeed, the contrary was rather to be prefumed, as it was natural to. 
fuppofe that part of it muft be detached as a convoy for the home- 
ward-bound French trade then colleCted at Gape Frangois. Upon 
the approach of the hurricane feafon, fir Samuel Hood was dif- 
patched to North America with fourteen fhips of the line; which, 
with the fleet then at New York, it was thought would be an over= 
match for any force the count de Graffe could bring, even if he 
fhould be joined by the fleet from Rhodet Afland. Sir Samuel Hood 
made the land to the fouthward of the Capes of Virginia on the twenty- 
fifth of Auguft, and having met with none of the Britifh frigates 
that were flationed to look out for him, proceedtd to Sandy Hook, 
where. he arrived on the twenty-eighth. Admiral Graves com- 
3 he ~ manded 
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manded on the American ftation, having fucceeded admiral Arbuth- 
not as the next fenior officer, upon his departure for England in the 
month of July, and was at this time with his fleet, confifting of 
feven fail of the line, in the harbour of New York. Only five of 
thefe were in readinefs for fea, the two others being under repair. 
From the intelligence brought by fir Samuel Hood, it was conjec- 
tured that the count de Graffe had either by this time arrived, or 
would foon make his appearance on the American coaft. No time 
could be {pared to wait for the fhips under repair; the five that were 
in readinefs were ordered out of the harbour to join the fquadron 
under fir Samuel Hood ; and admiral Graves, as fenior officer, tak- 
ing the command of the whole, failed from the Hook on the thirty- 
firft of Auguft. Previoufly to his departure, intelligence had been 
received, that the French fquadron under M. de Barras at Rhode 
land had failed on the twenty-fifth ; fo that the moft fanguine 
expectations were entertained that one or other of the French fqua- 
drons could not fail to be intercepted. But the event turned out 
very different from thofe expectations: It was not then known that 
the count de Graffe had already arrived in the Chefapeak, and that 
the fleet under his immediate command, exclufive of the Rhode 
Ifland fquadron, confifted of twenty-eight fhips of the line. The 
count de Grafle arrived in the Chefapeak on the thirtieth of Auguft, 
and was immediately joined by an officer from the marquis de la 
Fayette’s army, who had been for fome time waiting at Cape Henry 
in expectation of his arrival, to communicate to him the ftate of 
things in Virginia, and the pofts occupied by lord Cornwallis’s army. 
In confequence of the information received from this officer, mea~ 
fures were immediately taken for blocking up York River, on the 
banks of which lord Cornwallis had taken poft, and for conveying 
up, James River the French land force brought from the Weft Indies, 


that it might form a junction with the troops under the marquis de 
la 
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Ja Fayette. In thefe fervices four of the count de Graffe’s line- 
of-battle fhips and feveral frigates were employed; and with the 
reft he remained at anchor in Lynhaven Bay juft within the 
capes. 

In the mean time admiral Graves having examined the entrance 
of the Delaware by means of his frigates, and finding no enemy to 
be there, proceeded on to the Capes of Virginia, in fight of which 
he arrived on the morning of the fifth of September. His advanced 
frigates fpeedily announced by fignal the appearance of an enemy’s 
fleet at anchor within the capes ; and the wind being very fair, the 
Britith fleet entered to offer it battle. As foonas the count de Grafle 
perceived that the fleet about to enter the bay was the Britith fleet, 
and not the Rhode Ifland fquadron which he expected, he gave or- _ 
devs for his fhips to flip their cables, and form the line promifcuouily 
as they could get up, with their heads to the eaftward; that by get- 
ting out of the capes he might have more fea-room, and be able to 
avail himfelf of his fuperiority in numbers. The Britith fleet having 
ftretched in, and its rear being now nearly even with the enemy’s 
van, the admiral made the fignal for the whole fleet to wear, by 
which manceuvre it was put upon the fame tack with the enemy, 
and lay to windward in a line nearly parallel to them. Both fleets 
were now fteering to the eaftward and getting clear of the capes, the 
Britifh fleet bearing down upon the enemy as it advanced. At four 
in the afternoon a partial ation commenced between the van and 
part of the centre of the two fleets, which continued until night put 
an end to it. ‘The French van appeared to be confiderably worfted, 
as it was obliged to bear away, in order to give an opportunity to the 
centre to advance to its fupport: But no fhip on either fide was 
taken. Admiral Graves preferved the weather-gage during the 
night, and intended to have renewed the battle next morning, until 
he found, from the report of the captains, that feveral of his fhips 
were 
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were fo much difabled, as not to be in a condition to engage until © H A P. 


their damages were repaired. , Neverthelefs, the two fleets conti- 
nued in fight of each other for five days, and were at fome times 
very near. The French, although it ‘was feveral times in their 
option, from having gained the wind, fhewed no inclination to re- 
new the action; and it was not in the Britith admiral’s power, from 
the crippled ftate of his fleet, to compel them. At length the count 
de Graffe, on the tenth, bore away for the Chefapeak, and the next 
day anchored within the capes. Upon his arrival he had the {atisfac- 
tion to find that M. de Barras had got into the Chefapeak in fafety, 
whilft the two fleets were at fea, bringing with him fourteen tranf- 
ports laden with heavy artillery and all forts of military ftores proper 
for carrying ona fiege. The lofs of men on board the Britith fleet 
in this a€tion amounted to ninety killed and two hundred and forty- 
fix wounded. The whole of the van divifion under admiral Drake 
had fuffered confiderable damages in their matfts, fails, and rigging ; 
But the Terrible proved fo leaky after the action, that on the eleventh 
it was found neceflary to abandon her. Her people, provifions, and 
ftores, being taken out, fhe was fet on fire, and burnt. The French 
accounts make their lofs in this aGtion amount to about two hun- 
dred and twenty men, including four officers killed and eighteen 
wounded. Admiral Graves, after reconnoitring the pofition of the 
French fleet upon their return to the Chefapeak, and finding that 
they blocked up the entrance, determined, in purfuance of the advice 
of a council of war, to return to New York before the equinox, and 
there ufe every means for putting his thips in the beft poffible ftate 
for fervice *, 


Tn 


* The reader is requefted to run his eye over the Plan of this a€tion, by which it will appear, 
that the advantages arifing from the fituation of the French were not improved as they might 
have been; for when the Britith fleet arrived, under a very favourable and leading wind, the 


French fleet was lying promifcuoufly at anchor; they were obliged to flip their cables, and feven 
Vou, II. 3F of 
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In the mean time the commander in chief at New York, with a 
view of making a diverfion in Conneticut, and drawing general 
Wafhington’s attention that way, detached brigadier-general Arnold 
with a confiderable force to make an attempt upon New London. 
The troops embarked on this expedition confifted of the thirty- 
eighth, fortieth, and fifty-fourth regiments, the third battalion of 
New Jerfey volunteers, the loyal Americans, the American legion, 
fome refugees, a detachment of yagers, and another of the royal 
artillery. They pafled through the Sound in tranfports, and landed 
in the morning of the fixth of September, about three miles from 
New London, in two divifions, one on each fide of the harbour. 
That on the Groton fide, confifting of the fortieth and fifty-fourth 
regiments, the third battalion of New Jerfey volunteers, with a de-~ 
tachment of yagers and artillery, was commanded by lieutenant- 
colonel Eyre, and that on the New London fide, confifting of the 


reft of the troops, by brigadier-general Arnold. On the New 


London fide no great oppofition was made: A redoubt, from which 
the enemy had begun a cannonade, was abandoned by them upon 
the approach of general Arnold with part of his divifion ; and foon 
afterwards Fort Trumbull, that commanded the harbour, was en- 
tered by captain Millet at the head of four companies of the thirty- 
eighth regiment, through a fhower of grapé-fhot which the enemy 
difcharged from their cannon, but without doing much mifchief, 
only four or five being killed or wounded in the affault. General 
Arnold loft no time in taking poffeflion of New London: He was 
oppofed by a fmall body of the enemy with a field-piece ; but they 


of them flretched acrofs, and ftood out to fea from the reft of their’ fleet: ‘The re- 
mainder was obliged to make feveral tacks in working out of the bay. It was very g¢- 
nerally faid, that had the Britifh fleet continued its courfe, the wind full being as favourable 
as it could blow, the feven French fhips fo advanced muft have been cut off from the reft of 


their fleet. But for fome reafon, which has never been explained, the Britifh admiral 


hauled his wind. The advance of the Britifh becoming their rear, the fleet ftood out to fea, 
and were followed by the French. In a fhort time the action commenced. 
were 


_in the face of the enemy, who were armed with long {pears to op- 
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were foon fo hard preffed as to be obliged to fly, and leave their piece © 4! A P. | 
of artillery behind. On the Groton fide of the harbour was Fort —~—~ bh : 
Grifwold, a regular work of confiderable ftrength. It was aflaulted ae il 
on three fides by the fortieth and fifty-fourth regiments, under lieu- ] 
tenant-colonel Eyre, and defended by the enemy with the moft ob- 
ftinate bravery. : 
At length the gallant efforts of the aflailants were fuccefsful; and 
with fixed bayonets they entered the works through the embrafures, 


pofe them. A confiderable carnage now enfued, until the enemy 
were driven from the ramparts, and had ceafed from all farther re- | 
fiftance. The honour obtained by the Britifh troops in this aflault \ 
was great, but too dearly purchafed. ‘Two officers, and forty-fix 
foldiers, were killed, and eight officers, with one hundred and thirty- 
five foldiers, wounded. General Arnold, upon his landing, had been 
informed that the works at Fort Grifwold were incomplete, and its 
garrifon inconfiderable: But when he arrived at New London, and, 
from an eminence, had viewed its great ftrength, he difpatched an 
officer to countermand his orders for an aflault, who unfortunately 
reached colonel Eyre a few minutes too late. The fort had refufed 
to furrender, and the attack was begun. Of the garrifon eighty-five 
were killed, including colonel Ladyard, their commander ; fixty were 
wounded, moft of them mortally, and feventy made prifoners. Ten 
or twelve of the enemy's fhips were burnt, and among them three 
or four armed veflels, and one Jaden with naval ftores. The reft 
ran up Norwich River in the morning, and made their efcape. A 
great number of ftore-houfes were burnt, that contained an immenfe 
quantity of European and Weft India goods. Unluckily they alfo 
contained fome gunpowder, unknown to general Arnold, by the ex- 
plofion of which the flames were communicated to the dwelling- 
houfes in the town; and a great part of it was confumed, notwith- 


a iEi2 ftanding 
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C HAP. ftanding every endeavour to ftop the progrefs of the conflagration. 
_-.— Upwards of fifty pieces of cannon, and a great quantity of military 


ftores found in the different works, were alfo deftroyed *. 


* Return of Ordnance, &c. taken in Fort Grifwold and its Dependencies. 


In Fort Grifwold: Iron ordnance, mounted on carriages, 1 eighteen-pounder, 14 twelve- 
pounders, 2 nine-pounders, 1 fix-pounder, 1 four-pounder, 1 three-pounder. Travelling ; 1 
twelve-pounder, 2 four-pounders. In the Fleche; travelling, 3 four-pounders, On the lower 
battery, 7 eighteen-pounders, 2 twelve-pounders. T otal of iron ordnance, 35.—Mufquets, 
French, 106.—Pikes, 80.—Round fhot, 1680 eighteen-pounders, 2100 twelve-pounders, 290 
nine-pounders, Ico fix-pounders, 200 four-pounders, 40 three-pounders. Grape fhot, 230 
eighteen-pounders, 340 twelve-pounders, 75 nine-pounders, 70 fix-pounders, go four-pounders, 
15 three-pounders.—Cartridges, filled, 12 eighteen-pounders, 23 twelve-pounders, 8 nine- 
pounders, 4 fix-pounders, 14 four-pounders, 6 three-pounders. Mufquet cartridges 10,0005 
powder, corned, 150 cwt. {pare carriages, 1 garrifon thirty-two pounder, 1 travelling twelve 


pounder, two ammunition waggons, ftores for the laboratory, &c. 


Return of Ordnance found and fpiked on the New London fide. 

Nine iron eighteen-pounders, mounted at Fort Trumbull, 6 fix-pounders at ditto, 6 twelve, 
or nine-pounders, mounted at Fort Folly ; 2 ditto difmounted; 1 twelve-pounder on the road 
to New London. Total 24. : 

In Fort Trumbull, 14 eighteen, and three fix-pounders. 

A quantity of ammunition and ftores of different kinds was. deftroyed in the magazine at 
Fort Trumbull, and at the meeting-houfe in New London, 
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| The Confederate Armies arrive at Williamfburgh in Virginia—Lord 
| Cornwallis vindicated from the Charges of Colonel Tarleton— 
| The Combined Armies encamp before York Town—York Town 
regularly invefled—Surrendered to General Wa/bington—Efforts 
of Sir H. Clinton for the Relief of Lord Cornwallis—Recapture 
of St. Euftatius—Succefsful Cruize of Admiral Kempenfeldt. 


LTHOUGH the damage done to the Americans by this attack C H A P. 
upon New London was immenfe, it was not of fufficient im- Wy 
portance to ftop general Wafhington in his progrefs to Virginia. 778" : 
The enterprife in which he was now engaged was of the utmoft mo- 4 
ment. If fuccefsful, it would have a material influence in fhorten- 2 | \ 
ing the duration of the war, and was not therefore to be abandoned 1 
for any partial confideration whatfoever. The combined armies, after 
pafling through Philadelphia, marched to the head of Elk River, 
which falls into the Chefapeak at its interior extremity. Tranfports 
from the French fleet were fent thither to receive them, and by the 
twenty-fifth of September the whole were landed in the neighbour- The confe- 
hood of Williamfburgh, and joined the troops under the marquis de ¢#*¢ *™i«s 


arrive at Wil- 

Ja Fayette and monfieur de St. Simon. General Wathington, and liamfburghin 
; ‘ : _ Virginia. 

the count de Rochambeau, with their {uites, left the army upon its 


arrival at the head of Elk, and proceeded by land to Williamfburgh, 


o> 


where they arrived on the fourteenth. They immediately repaired 
on board the Ville de Paris, to wait upon the count de Graffe; and 
# at 
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C HA P. at this meeting a council of war was held, in which the plan of their 


XLV. 


_———/ future operations was finally fettled and agreed upon. 


1781, 


About this time a party of North Carolina loyalifts, to the num- 
ber of fix hundred and forty, under the command of Macneil, 
a colonel of militia, furprifed Hillfborough, furrounded a church 
where a body of continentals were ftationed, and took about two 
hundred prifoners, among whom was Mr. Burke, the gover- 
nor of North Carolina, his council, two colonels, four or five cap- 
tains, five fubalterns, together with feveral other men of rank; and 
releafed fixty men that were in gaol on account of their fidelity and 
attachment to the Britith government. On their return they were 
attacked by a body of about three hundred of the enemy, who lay 
sn ambufh near the banks of the Rain Creek. An action took 
place, in which the loyalifts fuffered the lofs of their colonel Mac- 
neil, and captain Doud, killed, and feveral other officers, with 
twenty privates, wounded; but in which, now under the com- 
mand of Macdougald, they forced the enemy to leave the field, 
with the lofs of one colonel and one major killed, and thirty-feven 
rank and file wounded. The loyalifts then proceeded on their march 
with governor Burke and the other prifoners, till they arrived, on 
the feventeenth, at a place called Raft Swamp, where they were 
joined by a {mall party of friends under colonel Kay. Before their 
jun@ion with this party they were fo much reduced as {carcely to 
be fufficient for guarding the prifoners. They had offered to liberate 
Burke on his parole; but he would not accept this favour, hoping 
to be retaken by general Butler, who was marching with his army 
with all poffible fpeed, down Cape Fear River in purfuit of the 
loyalifts. Soon afterwards Macdougald with his’ party arrived 
at Wilmington, and delivered his prifoners to major Craig, the 
governor. | 
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-Whilft that powerful combination between the French and Ame- 
ricans was forming, earl Cornwallis took every opportunity of com- 
municating to the commander in chief at New York the danger of 
his fituation, in confequence of the French fleet having taken pof- 
feflion of the bay: And from him he received 
date the fixth of September, 


thoufand troops, who were then embarked, pe foon as the admiral 


affurances bearing 
that he would join him with four 
fhould be of opinion that he might venture.’ He was alfo informed 
that admiral Digby was upon the coaft, and daily expected to arrive, 
with a reinforcement of fhips and troops. In the mean time the 
troops under his lordfhip were bufily employed in fortifying York, 
the works at which having been begun later than thofe on the op- 
pofite fide, and being alfo more extenfive, were not in the fame 
iT as fuggefted* that 


{tate of forwardnefs, been 


period, that is, between the time of the yun@tion of the French re-_ 


inforcement from the Weft Indies with the marquis de la Fayette, 
and the arrival of the confederate army from the head of Elk, 
lord Cornwallis ought to have attacked the former of thefe corps after 
their junétion, and while they lay at Willamfburgh, and that he 
had a fufficient force to have attempted it with every profpect of 
fuccefs. But lord Cornwallis’s character for enterprife, of which I 
his condué during all his campaigns in America affords the ftrongeft 
evidence, forbids even a fufpicion that any opportunity of ftriking a 
blow at the enemy was loft, which could have been embraced, con- 
fiftently with the orders under which he acted, the inftructions he 
had received, and the intelligence which had been from time to time 
forwarded to him.” It has alfo been faid t that if this meafure was 
not Brea eligible, in that cafe he ought to have abandonnd York 
retur 


Town, and ned with his army to South Carolina. But it ought 


* Tarleton, p. 367, &c. t Tarleton, p. 369. 
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— Cc Te P. to be recollected, that, fome little time before this, he had been made 
—+~— acquainted with the commander in chief’s defign of commencing 
1781. 


a2: Re ia: folid operations in the Chefapeak, as foon as the feafon of the year 
2? fui ras would permit: And if he had at this time withdrawn his army 
tad ee from Virginia, that plan of operation, which he alfo knew was 
prev? Jrtsce. tae agreeable to the withes of the Britifh minifiry, muft have been en- 
Si bn mateabhle Pea tirely fruftrated. With this information before him, and with ce 
Ee eZ 5 conditional affurance of relief, he would fcarcely have been jufti- 
A ier FC Pt ape ‘i . 
¥ ‘ioe fiable in taking a ftep that would have been attended with fuch a 
wee battens - fed confequence, except under circumftances of a more prefling neceflity 
o “ee . ‘ 6 . . e ‘ . 
, tfcd thar than yet exifted. Befides this, by his march to Carolina he muff 
_4£.Qhave abandoned and given up to the enemy, a confiderable quantity 
puk a dined, Lie gee a: artillery, the fhips of war, tranfports, provifions, ftores, and hof- 
eee ; pitals with the fick and wounded. It feems, therefore, under all 
VE) cevccsecSth Ge comple. 
<p 4, “the circumftances, that fuch a ftep at that time could not have been 
Sa | , 
; 7 juftified: And had he attacked the marquis dg la Fayette, previoufly 
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ae co wlp ol on & PLOY The works conftrudting forthe defence of York were of two kinds, the 
PAD nan ans atl Hl nett Fone for the immediate defence of the town, and the other a range 


» ia e, A 4 , * ° 
Boh wer wots. a Gera hyof redoubts and field-works at fome diftancefrom it, calculated to 


i "t 2a Ga? ALS CL Lote a Aw impede the enemy’s approach. a: 

f |. dk necvees BE 7 eave Xn this untoward pofition the Britifh troops were ftationed, when 
4, the combined army of French and Americans appeared in fight of 
_ York, on the twenty-eighth of September, having marched from 
The éom-  Williamfburgh that morning. They encamped that night about 
bined armies ; ; 
encamp be- two miles from the works, and the next morning were feen extend- 
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ing themfelves towards the left of the Britith army, but at a cau- Cc ee Votes est f 


tious diftance. The latter wifhed to be attacked, but the enemy ap- +-—~—~” 
peared difpofed to proceed with great circumfpeCtion. Nothing ma- 


gs r 


terial happened on this day, either within or without the lines, until «scccre Greere cy caacesr 


the evening, when an exprefs arrived with difpatches from the com- Seag@si 2 Leefec VEZ | 

ye ° ies . ae § ei fi - eee e. 1 4 

mander in chief at New York, bearing date the twenty-fourth of sce 2400. Gw act ri 
September. In thefe earl Cornwallis was informed, that ata coun-__» 7% 4 o» - 
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| cil held that day, between the general and flag officers, it was agreed - | 
that upwards of five thoufand troops fhould be embarked on board “*°“4 <sexe Chee Hive 


A, 


| the king’s fhips; that every exertion would be made, both by the Zase are Z&Z LaroreG 
army and navy, to relieve him; and that the fleet, confifting of twenty- 9) <y% ~Ee7ze.- 
three fail of the line, might be expeéted to fail by the fifth of O&o- ~ Cc. 
ber: And in a poftf{cript his lordfhip was advertifed, that admiral 
Digby, with three more fhips of the line, had juft arrived at Sandy 

Hook. Upon the receipt of thefe difpatches, lord Cornwallis in 

the night withdrew his army within the works of the town, in full 
expectation of being able to hold both the pofts of York and Glou- j a 
cefter until the promifed relief arrived, provided it came within any 
reafonable time. ‘The works abandoned by the Britifh troops were : 
occupied the next day by detachments from the combined army: 

The fame day the town was regularly invefted; and in the night york Town - 


regularly ine. — 


the enemy began to break ground, the French making their (A¢ 


approaches on the right of it, and the Americans on the left, the 
extremities of the two armies meeting at a morafs in front of the = >>> . 
centre of the Britifh works. The fame day the duke de Lauzun, 


with his legion, and a body of Virginia militia under general Wee~ .- 5“, 

don, took a pofition in front of the other Britith poft at Gloucefter, 3. ..° ul ; 

Town, and kept it from that time blockaded. In the night of the ure | a 

fixth of OGtober the enemy made their firft parallel at the diftance . 

of fix hundred yards from the Britifh works, and by the afternoon . 

of the ninth, their batteries were completed, which immediately 
Vou, Il, oi opened 
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410 “HISTORY OF! THE 
€ HA P. opened upon the town. From this time an inceflant cannonade was 
a kept'up S Amarthe continued difcharge of hot and thells from a 
number of heavy cannon and mortars, in a few days damaged the 
unfinithed works on the left of the town, filenced the guns that 
-\ were mounted on them, and occafioned the lofs of a great number 
.. of men. In the night of the eleventh the enemy, with indefatiga- 

ble perfeverance, opened their fecond parallel three hundred yards 
nearer to the works than the firft. In the mean time the garrifon 
did every thing in their power to interrupt them in their work, by 
opening new embrafures for guns, and keeping up a conftant fire 
© with all the howitzers and {mall mortars they could man; and 
about this time, the lofs of men fuftained by the enemy was more 
confiderable than at any other period during the fiege. They were 
particularly annoyed and impeded in their approaches by two re- 
doubts, advanced about three hundred yards in front of the Britifh 
works. Thefe they refolved to affault ; and to excite a fpirit of 
emulation, the reduction of the one was committed to the French,, 
of the other to the Americans. ‘The attempt was made in the night 
of the fourteenth, and in both inftances fucceeded ; and by the un-. 
wearied labour of the enemy both redoubts were included in their 
fecond parallel before the morning. The Britifh troops having been 


keg CaP htfp OF weakened by ficknefs, as well as by the fire of the befiegers, lord: 


fain € ara Cornwallis could not venture to make fo large forties as to hope 
A saa Pies iat from them much fuccefs: But at the prefent crifis fome attempt of 
Dees fe at eae that fort became neceflary, in order to retard the opening of the: 
Aaus Geen sere Aree Por enemy’s batteries in their fecond parallel, againft the fire of which, 
i faut tor ate Coelgzi. was forefeen that the Britifh works on the left, already half-. 


en or. coon Lenco’ ruined, could not ftand many hours. A fortie of three hundred 


@ 


BEA cae ete wo wd fifty men, under the dire€tion of lieutenant-colonel Abercrom- 
ive Ae xz toon bie, was therefore ordered againft two of the enemy’s batteries, that 
{eemed in the greateft flate of forwardnefs. A detachment of the 

guards, 
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suards, with the eighticth company of evenadiers, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant-colonel Lake, of the guards, was ordered to 
attack the one; and a detachment of light-infantry, under the com- 
mand of major Armftrong, was to attack the other. The two de- 
tachments accordingly fallied forth a little before day-break of the 
fixteenth of Otober, forced the redoubts that covered the batteries, 
{piked eleven heavy cannon, and after killing or wounding about 


one hundred of the French troops, who had the guard of this part | 


of the trenches, returned within the lines with very little 
lofs. But this a@tion, although honourable to the officers and 
foldiers who performed it, yielded little public advantage. The can- 
non, having been haftily fpiked, were foon rendered fit for fervice ; 
and before the evening, the whole battery and parallels appeared to 
be nearly complete. At this time not a gun could be fhewn by the 
garrifon on that fide of the works attacked by the enemy, and the 
‘hells were nearly expended; lord Cornwallis was therefore reduced 
‘to the neceflity of either preparing to furrender, or attempting te 
efcape with the greateft part of the army ; and he determined to at- 
tempt the latter, on the Gloucefter fide of the river, where briga- 
dier de Choise now commanded, and lay with a {mall corps at fome 
diftance, in front of the works. It was determined that he fhould 
be attacked before break of day by the whole Britifh force; and the 
faccefs of the attack was not in the leaft doubted. The horfes taken 
from him (for he had a confiderable corps of cavalry) would in 
part mount the infantry, and the reft might be fupplied by others 
collected on the road. As no baggage was to be carried, his lord- 
fhip intended to have proceeded to the upper country by rapid 
marches, leaving his future route uncertain, until he came oppofite 
to the fords of the great rivers; when he meant to have turned off 
fuddenly to the northward, upon a fuppofition that the enemy's 


meafures would be principally dire&ted to prevent his efcape to the 
eh fouth- 
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Cc ae P. fouthward. Afterfurning to the nérthward, it was his ltordthip’s 
1 een ee defign to force his way through Maryland, Penfylvania, and the 
tran ée+ of Jerfeys, and join the commander in chief at New York. Undoubt- 
en Getter edly the attempt was beyond calculation hazardous, and the wlue 
yoo Thee + totally precarious; but, if it afforded even a elimpfe of hope, it was 
v PP PS “preferable to an immediate furrender. 

In purfuance of this defign the light-infantry, the greateft part of 

- + _, the guards, and part of the twenty-third regiment, were embarked in 


So Oty LEKEEOES Ce 


, ° + * boats, and tranfported to the Gloucefter fide of the river before 
(emer Anioht, when a violent ftorm arofe, which not only prevented the 
boats from returning, but drove them a confiderable diftance dowa 
the river. The paflage of the reft of the troops was now become 
impracticable, and, in the abfence of the boats, thofe that had 
already croffed could not poflibly return. In this divided ftate of 
the Britith force, the enemy’s batteries opened at break of days 
Fortunately the boats returned foon afterwards, and brought back im 
the courfe of the forenoon the troops that had been carried over in 
the night, without much lofs, although the paflage between York 
and Gloucefter was greatly expofed to the enemy's fire. In the 
mean time, by the force of the enemy’s cannonade, the Britifh 
works were tumbling into ruin: Not a gun could:be fired from 
them, and only one eight-inch and little more than an hundred 
cohorn fhells remained. "They were in many places affailable al- 
ready ; and if the fame fire continued a few hours longer, it was the 
opinion of the engineer and principal officers of the army, that it 
would be madnefs to attempt to maintain them with the prefent 
garrifon, exhaufted by the fatigue of conftant watching and unre- 
mitting duty, and reduced in its numbers by ficknefs even more than 
by the enemy’s fire. Under fuch circumftances his lordfhip, on the 
feventeenth of O€ober, unwilling to expofe the remains of his gal- 
lant army to the danger of an aflault, which, from the enemy’s 
r | f numbers 
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AMERICAN WAR. 413 
numbers and the ruined ftate of the works, could not fail to be fuc- © PA = 


cefsful, made propofals for a capitulation. The terms were adjufted re Samoa 
in the courfe of the next day, which, though not altogether agreeable 

to earl Cornwallis’s wifhes or propofals, were neverthelefs fuch as his 

defperate fituation obliged him to accept; and on the nineteenth the 

pofts of York and Gloucefter were furrendered to general Wafhing- pe ean 
ton as commander in chief of the combined army; and the fhips of Wathington. 
war, tranfports, and other veflels, to the count de Graffe, as com- 

mander of the French fleet. By. the articles of capitulation, the 

earrifon of York and Gloucefter, including the officers of the navy 

and feamen of every denomination, were to furrender as prifoners of 

war to the combined army: The land force to remain prifoners to 

the United States, and the feamen to the moft chriftian king. The 

garrifon was to be allowed the fame honours which the garrifon of 
Charleftown had obtained when it furrendered to fir Henry Clinton. 

The officers and foldiers were permitted to retain their private pro- 

perty ; and the officers had liberty to proceed upon parole either to 

Europe, or any maritime poft on the continent of America in the 
pofleffion of the Britith troops. Although the article for exempting 

from punifhment fuch of the natives or other inhabitants of America 

as had joined the Britifh army, and were then at York, was rejected 

by general Wafhington, the fame thing was in effect obtained in a 
different form, by the permiflion granted to earl Cornwallis to fend 

the Bonetta floop of war to New York with his difpatches without 

being fearched, and with as many foldiers on board as he fhould 

think fit, fo that they were accounted for in any future exchange. 

By this permiffion he was tacitly empowered to fend off fuch of the 
snhabitants as were obnoxious to punifhment ; which accordingly 

was done. 

| By the furrender of the pofts of York and Gloucefter the Ame- 


ricans became poffefled of a large train of artillery, many of 
, which 


Efforts of fir 
Henry Clin- 
ton for the 
relief of lord 
Cornwallis. 


earl Cornwallis had already capitulated. They however remained 
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which were of brafs, together with a confiderable quantity of arms, 
ammunition, warlike ftores, and provifions ; and to the French were 
delivered up one frigate, two fhips of war of twenty guns, and a 
number of tranfports and other veffels. The Charon, of forty-four 
guns, and another fhip of war, were fet on fire by the enemy’s thells, 
and deftroyed during the fiege. The combined army confifted of 
feven thoufand French and nearly the fame number of continental 
foldiers, and about five thoufand militia. On the day previous to 
the furrender, the rank and file of the garrifons of York and Glou- 
cefter amounted to five thoufand nine hundred and fifty; but fo 
great was the number of the fick and wounded, that only four thou- 
fand and feventeen were reported fit for duty. 

In the mean time fir Henry Clinton had draughted from the gar- 
rifon at New York a corps of feven thoufand of his beft troops, with 
which he propofed to embark on board the king’s fhips, and impa- 
tiently waited for the moment when the fleet would be ready to fail. 
He had already informed lord Cornwallis, that it was hoped the 
fleet would “ ftart from New York about the fifth of Oftober ;” and 


afterwards, from the affurances given him by the admiral, that it 


might pafs the Bar by the twelfth, if the winds permitted, and no 
unforefeen accident happened: But the fleet did not finally leave 
Sandy Hook until the nineteenth, the day on‘which lord Cornwallis 
furrendered. ‘The commander in chief embarked with the troops, as 
he had propofed, and the event of the fiege not being then known, 


both the navy and army put to fea with a determined refolution to 


make the moft vigorous efforts for the relief of earl Cornwallis, 
and with confident hopes that thofe efforts would be attended with 
the moft complete fuccefs. It was, therefore, with extreme mortifi- 
‘cation, when they arrived off the Capes of Virginia on the twenty- 
fourth, that they received accounts which led them to fufpect that 


of 
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off the mouth of the Chefapeak until the twenty-ninth. The intel- 
ligence received during this interval was fo uniform in its tendency, 
that no doubt at laft remained about the iffue of the fiege. It was 
apparent, that the Britifh armament had arrived too late to afford 
earl Cornwallis the promifed relief; and as that relief was the fole 
objet of the expedition, the admiral determined to return to New 
York. The Britith fleet at this time confifted of twenty-five {hips of 
the line, two fifty-gun fhips, and eight frigates: That of the French 
amounted to thirty-fix fail of the line, befides frigates. Unfortu- 
nately, the letter written by earl Cornwallis to the commander in 
chief, acquainting him with the furrender of the pofts of York and 
Gloucefter, and narrating the caufes that led to that event, with the 
motives that influenced his own conduét, produced a difference be- 
tween them, which terminated in an appeal to the public. Such 
was the fate of the army; which, if fuccefs were the uniform refult 
of merit, would have undoubtedly fhared a different fate: If bravery 
in the field, and patient, and even cheerful, fubmiffion to fatigue, 
inclement fkies, and the want not only of the comforts, but fome- 
times even of the neceffaries of life *, have any claim to efteem and 
admiration. It has been obferved, and juftly, that in almoft all the 
general aétions to the northward, the troops under fir William Howe 
were fuperior in number to thofe under gencral Wafhington; but, 
on the contrary, in every general action to the fouthward, the enemy 
ereatly outnumbered the Britifh either under lord Cornwallis or lord 
Rawdon. 

The misfortune that happened in Virginia was foon afterwards 
followed by another in the Weft Indies, which, although not of equal 


* The writer of this narrative relates thefe things from his own knowledge. The fouthern 
army had no provifion in the field but what paffed through his hands. Their allowance was. 
frequently fcanty, and generally bad. The army under lord Cornwallis, in marches. and 
counter-marches, marched above 1500 miles. 
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magnitude, was the caufe of much difcontent, as it feemed to have 


W—~— arifen from grofs negligence or ftill greater mifconduct. This was 

Recapture of the recapture of the Dutch ifland of St. Euftatius by the marquis de 

5t. Euftatius. ay : : ; : : : 
Bouillé. The marquis having received minute information, by 
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means of fome of the traders, of the ftate of the ifland, together with 
the careleffnefs of the governor, he determined to attempt the re- 
duétion of it by furprife. It has been already noticed, that the ifland 
of St. Euftatius might be confidered as a natural fortification, with 
only one fafe landing-place, where the town ftood, and which was 
protected by a fort. But at the back of the ifland were alfo fome 
{mall bays, where a landing might be effe€ted in very moderate wea~- 
ther, although at all times accompanied with confiderable rifk and 
dangérs*~Of-one-of-.thefe, which had been left unguarded, the mar- 
quis de Bouillé had received intelligence ; and there he determined 
to attempt a defcent. Having embarked about two thoufand men in 
a number of fmall veflels, he failed from Martinique, and took his 
meafures fo as.to arrive before the place where he propofed to land 
eatly in the night. So hazardous was the attempt, that in embark- 
ing, many of the boats were dafhed to pieces, and anumber of foldiers 
loft ; and with all the efforts he could make, not more than four hun- 
dred men were landed by an hour before daylight ; and as almoft the 
whole of the boats were by this time dafhed to pieces, no hopes 
remained of being able to land the reft. As the troops which had 
been landed were not equal in number to the garrifon, the marquis 
de Bouillé was fenfible that nothing but a bold attempt to take the 
fort by furprife could poflibly fucceed. He accordingly put his 
troops in motion, and marched with the utmoft expedition towards the 
fort, diftant about fix miles. ‘The way to it was not only difficult, but 
interfected by a defile where a handful of men might have ftopped 
an army. But in his fituation every rifk was to be run.) His retreat 
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being cut off, nothing but fuccefs could poflibly fave him ‘and h 
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troops from deftrution or captivity. A difcharge of mufquetry from 
the French at a divifion of the Britifh troops, which was feen ex- 
ercifing ina field at fome diftance from the fort, gave the firft alarm 
tothe garrifon. Thofe who were in quarters immediately hurried 
to the fort, and fo loaded the draw-bridge, that it could not be raifed 
until the enemy arrived, and entered with them. Lieutenant-colonel 
Cockburn the governor, who had been taking an early ride according 
to cuftom, feeing fome ftrange veflels off the ifland, took the alarm 
and returned ; but the French in the mean time had reached the 
town, and made him prifoner before he dif{mounted *. 

Thus was the ifland of St. Euftatius reduced by the marquis de 
Bouillé on the morning of the twenty-fixth of November, with no 
other lofs than ten foldiers killed and wounded. With the ifland the 
conquerors became pofleffed of a large fum of money, eftimated at 
two millions of livres, being the produce of the late fales of prizes. 
Whilft St. Euftatius was in the poffeffion of Great Britain, fome 
pains had been taken to fortify it. Sixty-eight pieces of artillery 
were mounted for its defence, and the garrifon confifted.of two 
regiments, muftering fix hundred and feventy-feven men. ‘The de- 
pendant iflands of St. Martin’s and Saba were attacked immediately 
afterwards, and fhared the fame fate as St. Euftatius. 

After all thefe misfortunes, the year 1781 clofed with a fuccefsful 
eruize of admiral Kempenfeldt in the European feas. Information 
had been received in England, that a large convoy of tranfports with 
troops, and of ftore-fhips and provifion veflels, was getting ready at 
Breft, and to fail in the month of December, the greateft part of it 
being deftined for the fleet under the count de Grafle, and the 


* Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn, a native of Aberdeen, was afterwards tried by a court- 
martial, and found guilty of culpable negleét in not taking the neceflary precautions for the 
defence of the ifland, notwithftanding he had received the fulleft intelligence of an intended 
attack. 


Vou. Il. 3H remainder 


4uy 
Con AB: 
XLV. 


nn aaieeed 
1784. 


Succeisful 
cruize of ad-= 
miral Kem- 


penfeldt, 


bs ~ 
: 
i 
, ' 
. ; 
“te — 4 

7 + Me ‘ 

ne ae wid 
ae Daf eid bee 
ia, aS or .¥ 
a Le ee _* 

Pee Teal Yrs 
< ry oe # 
. mS heal. 

Bs. yee a oy 
> ea “* id 
i. eth “ 
* F vet, V 

be 7 
if. 


HIS TO YA (OF 7 RE 


remainder for M. de Suffrein’s fquadron in the Eaft Indies; and 
the whole to be convoyed a certain diftance by a fleet of fhips of ~ 
war under the command of the count de Guichen. To cruize for 
and endeavour to intercept this fleet and convoy, admiral Kem- 
penfeldt was dilfpatched in the beginning of December with twelve 
fhips of the line, a fifty-gun fhip, four frigates, and a fire-fhip, being 
all that were then in readinefs for fea. On the twelfth of that 


month he fortunately got fight of them in a hard gale of wind, 


when the French fleet was much difperfed, and the convoy confider- 
ably aftern.. The admiral determined to profit by the enemy's 
accidental fituation, and by carrying a prefs of fail to endeavour to 
eut off their convoy ; in which attempt he in part fucceeded. A 


‘confiderable number of prizes were taken, fifteen of which arrived 


fafe in Britith ports, while fome that had ftruck afterwards efcaped 
in the night. Two or three were faid to have been funk; and many 
others loft their voyages in confequence of the great difperfion of the 
convoy that neceflarily enfued. In the mean time the count de 
Guichen was colle&ting his fhips, and forming the line. ‘Towards 


the evening the Britifh admiral found it neceflary to do the fame; 


and, after taking meafures for keeping his fleet connected, went 
upon the fame tack with the enemy, intending to engage them in 
the morning. But when day-light appeared, and he faw the French 
fleet to leeward, confifting of nineteen fhips of the line and two 
others armed en flute, he did not think it prudent to rifk an engage- 
ment; and contenting himfelf with endeavouring to fecure the prizes: 
already made, returned with his fleet to Portfmouth. The Aga- 
memnon, however, and the frigate la Prudente, were detached to 
follow the French fleet, with a view of capturing any of the convoy 
that might chance to be feparated. It does not appear that they met 
with any fuccefs in this defign ; but on the twenty-fifth of December 
they made prize of five large fhips bound from Bourdeaux to Marti- 

nique, 
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nique, which were deftined to join the convoy under the count de 
Guichen. The prizes carried to England had on board near eleven 
hundred land forces, and between fix and feven hundred feamen. 
They were almoft all freighted on the French king’s account, and 
were chiefly laden with brafs and iron ordnance, gunpowder, {mall- 
arms, flints, bomb-fhells, cannon-balls, and a vaft variety of other 
ordnance and military ftores. Some of them were laden with cables, 
fail-cloth, and cordage; and others with wine, oil, brandy, rum, 
flour, bifcuit, and falted provifions. From the nature of the lading 
with which thefe fhips were freighted, the importance of the capture 
is very apparent; and fortunately for the fafety of the Britifh Weft 
India iflands, the remainder of the French convoy, that efcaped 
being taken, was fo fhattered and difabled by ftormy weather, that 
only a few of them, accompanied by two fhips of war, were able to 
hold on their courfe and join de Grafle. The reft put back to repair 
their damages, 
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Effects of the Capture of Lord Carnwallis’s Army—Meeling of 
Parliament—Siege of Fort St. Philip’s in the Iland of Mmorca— 
Capitulation of Fort St. Philip’s--Reduction of the Ifland of St. 
Chriffopher’s—General Carleton appointed Commander in Chief in 
America inflead of Sir Henry Clinton—Naval Engagement be- 
tween Admiral Rodney and the Count de Grafe—Profperity of 
Britifh Affairs m the Eaft Indies —Conduét of the new Admini- 
frration—Repulfe and Difcomfiture of the Spaniards and French 
before Gibraltar—Relief of Gibraltar. 


ee fo many defeats and loffes to which the arms of congrefs 

had been fubjected for feveral years paft, fo brilliant an event 
as the capture of a whole army, and at its head a commander who. 
was efteemed one of the braveft and moft enterprifing of their foes, 


wallis’s army. could not fail to give them the moft heart-felt fatisfattion, and was 


accordingly celebrated with fuitable rejoicings and every other demon- 
ftration that could ferve to convey to the people a proper idea of its 
importance. By fuch means the authority of congrefs, which had 
begun to be fhaken, was again eftablifhed; the clamours of thofe 
who had become tired of the war, and wifhed for peace upon almoft 
any terms, were filenced ; the defponding were re-affured; the active 
and zealous: invigorated; and all clafles, for a time, reconciled. to. 
bear their prefent diftrefles with patience, in the hope that fo fignal. 
an advantage would {peedily operate their relief. But greatly as the 
VLews: 
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views of congrefs were forwarded: by the influence of this event © H A P- 


upon the people of the revolted colonies, the benefits thence derived 
‘were inconfiderable compared with thofe that fprung from the effects 
produced by it upon the people of Great Britain. The fums raifed 
by parliament for the fupport of the war, which feemed to increafe 
every year of its continuance, were already fo immente, that the 
“public burdens impofed for the payment of the intereft were nearly 
infupportable. The murmurs of the people had been hitherto fup- 
prefied, from the hopes held out of a fpeedly’and fuccefsful termina- 
tion of the war; and with the recovery of the revolted colonies, 
accompanied by the monopoly of their trade, they were taught to 
expect fuch an influx of wealth as would tpeedily compentfate for 
the prefent extraordinary expenditure. But after the events of the 
laft campaign, no one could be found fo fanguine as to expect that 
the revolted colonies could be recovered by force of arms. The 
experience of nearly fix years ferved to fhow, that although a pro- 
vince might be over-run and fubdued, it could not be fecured and 
preferved without the concurrence of the inhabitants: And the war 
waged in the fouthern colonies for two years paft, eftablithed the 
fact beyond contradiction. Although Georgia had been completely 
reduced, and civil government re-eftablifhed: Although all refift- 
ance had ceafed in South Carolina, and a general fubmiffion taken 
place among the inhabitants: Although the Britifh commanders in 
thofe provinces had been uniformly fuccefsful in all general ations 
they fought, and had not in a fingle inftance been defeated: Yet 
Charleftown and Savannah, the two capitals, with a few dependant 
pofts, were all that at this time remained to Great Britain of thofe 
extenfive provinces. Thefe facts naturally led to this inference, that 
it was madnefs to perfift in an expenfive war, in which even fuccefs 
failed to produce its natural confequences. Such were the fenti- 
gaents beginning to prevail amongtft the people, when the parliament 
met 
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met on the twenty-feventh of November of the preceding year. Inv 
the king’s fpeech the lofles in America were neither diflembled nor 


palliated ; but ftated as a ground for requiring the firm fupport of . 


parliament, and a more vigorous, animated, and united exertion of 
the faculties and refources of the people ; whilft his majefty, at the 
fame time, exprefled his determined refolution to perfevere in the 
defence of his dominions until fuch a pacification could be made as: 
might confift with the honour of his crown and the permanent in- 
tereft and fecurity of his people. An addrefs of thanks being moved 
for in the ufual form, was violently combated by the oppofition, 
under an idea, that if they agreed to it, they bound themfelves to 
fupport his majefty in profecuting the American war; and an amend- 
ment of a different tendency was offered by Mr. Fox. But the 
amendment was rejected, and the addrefs carried in its original form, 
by a confiderable majority of two hundred and eighteen againft one 
hundred and twenty-nine. In the courfe of this debate, although the 
minifters did not feem to be perfectly agreed amongft themfelves, it 
appeared to be their determination no longer to carry on the war 
internally in the colonies, but to keep poffeffion of thofe pofts which 
they at prefent held, and dire their principal efforts againft pee 
Spain, and Holland. 

This difclofure: of a retitinbaht in the mode of condu@ing ine war, 
although it muft have operated as a relief to the colonies, gave no 
fatisfaQtion to the oppofition, who maintained that the general voice 
of the nation demanded a peace with America ; whereas the mi- 
niftry fill avowed the defign of carrying on that war, and had only 
varied the form, The oppotition now looked forward with eager 
expetation to the zra of the diffolution of that miniftry which had 
fo long fuccefsfully withftood their rudeft attacks. The misfortunes 


of the laft campaign gave them advantages which ‘all the influence 


and power of the adminiftration were unable to furmount. By this 
time 
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time the American war was generally difrelifhed amongft the people; 
and by the oppofition it was reprobated, together with the incapa- 
city and mifconduct of minifters, as the caufe of all our misfor- 
tunes.. The profecution of it, unfortunate as it had been, was ftill 
fuppofed to be a favourite meafure with the court. ‘The oppofition, 
onthe other hand, loudly maintained, that to put an end to it was 
the only means of faving the nation from bankruptcy and ruin: 
And upon this ground, the ftrongeft they could adopt, as being that 
on which they expected to be fupported by the nation, they conti- 
nued.to harafs and diftrefs adminiftration by a fucceflion of motions 
in the houfe of commons, until at laft, on the twenty-feventh of 
February, they fucceeded in carrying a vote for addrefling his ma~ 
jefty to dire& his minifters no longer to wage an offenfive war 
again{t the revolted colonies, and to aflure him that they would moft 
cheerfully concur in fuch meafures as may be found neceflary to ac- 
celerate the blefling of returning peace. ‘This victory gained by the 
oppofition with a majority of two hundred and thirty-four againft 
two hundred and fifteen, was confidered.as a prelude to the diffolu- 
tion of the old adminiftration, which accordingly, about the end of 
March, gave place to a new one, formed under the aufpices of the 
marquis of Rockingham. The cabinet, including the marquis as 
firft commiffioner of the treafury, was compofed of the earl of 
Shelburn and Mr. Fox, appointed fecretaries of ftate; lord Camden, 
prefident of the council; the duke of Grafton, privy feal; lord John 
Cavendifh, chancellor of the exchequer; admiral Keppel, firft com- 
miffioner of the admiralty ; general Conway, commander in chief 
of the forces; the duke of Richmond, mafter-general of the ord- 
mance; colonel Barré, treafurer of the navy ; and Mr. Burke, pay- 
mafter-general. | 

During thefe contentions for power, between the old adminiftra- 
tion and thofe who fucceeded them, the intelligence that arrived of 
4 new 
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new misfortunes and lofles fuftained abroad in the beginning of the 
prefent year, undoubtedly ferved to haften the overthrow of the 
former, and to complete the triumph of the latter. It may be re- 
membered, that in the preceding year a joint expedition having 
been planned by France and Spain againft the ifland of Minorca, an 
armament fitted out at Cadiz was landed upon the ifland on the 
twentieth of Auguft, which was foon afterwards joined by a confi- 
derable body of French troops from Toulon. The duke de Crillon 
commanded the expedition: He carried with him an immenfe ar- 
tillery of one hundred and nine pieces of the heavieft cannon, and 
thirty-fix mortars, for the fiege of Fort St. Philip’s; and after the 
jundtion of the French, his army amounted to fixteen thoufand men, 
General Murray, an officer of undoubted bravery and great expe- 
rience, commanded at Minorca: The garrifon confifted of about 
two thoufand feven hundred men, four hundred of whom were inva- 
lids fent from England in the year 1775 ; but the works of St. Philip’s 
Caftle were fo numerous and extenfive, that the garrifon did not 
amount to half the number which would have been neceflary com~ 
pletely to man them. Notwithftanding this weaknefs, the defence 
of the place was brave and fpirited, and fuitable to the high military 
character of the officer who commanded. For three months after 
the commencement of the fiege, the enemy made fcarcely any im-~ 
preflion on the works, and did little injury to the garrifon; but 
after they had finifhed their batteries, and mounted all their guns 
and mortars; the fire from fo tremendous an artillery began to da- 
mage the upper works of the caftle, and rendered a number of the 
guns mounted upon them unferviceable. Still, however, the body 
of the works remained uninjured, and the garrifon not much di- 
minifhed. But, about this time, a moft inveterate {curvy began to 
prevail amongft the troops, which, baffling all medical fkill, by the 
beginning of February had fpread fo widely, that of the whole gar- 
rifon 
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tifon only fix hundred and fixty were capable of bearing arms. 
Under thefe circumftances general Murray was reduced to the ne- 
eeflity of capitulating. In the articles of capitulation every thing 
was granted that he required, except the claufe for freeing the gar- 
rifon from being prifoners, to which the duke de Crillon was pro- 
hibited from confenting by a f{pecial inftruction of the king of Spain; 
but in order to foften the rigour of this inftru€tion, the troops were 
allowed to be fent to Great Britain, under the cuftomary condition 
of not ferving until they were regularly exchanged. The terms of 
capitulation having been fettled, St. Plilip’s Caftle was furrendered 
onthe fifth of February: And thus the ifland of Minorca was re- 
ftored to the crown of Spain, after it had been in the poffeffion of 
Great Britain about feventy-four years. The whole lofs of the gar- 
rifon, in killed and wounded, during the fiege, amounted to two 
hundred and eight: Of thefe fifty-nine were killed, and one hun- 
dred and forty-nine wounded. 3 

Nearly about the fame time the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s in the 
Weft Indies was reduced by the marquis de Bouillé. After the re- 
turn of the count de Graffe with his fleet from North America, 
an expedition was planned between him and the marquis de Bouillé 
againft the ifland of Barbadoes, in confequence of which the latter 
embarked with eight thoufand troops, and the fleet failed from Marti- 
nique on the twenty-eighth of December. By contrary winds it was 


‘driven greatly to leeward, and as Barbadoes was to windward of 


Martinique, and much time would be loft in beating up, the French 
commanders determined to change the object of the expedition, and. 
proceed againft the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, where the troops were 
landed on the eleventh of January. Brigadier-general Frafer, a 
brave old officer who commanded the few Britifh troops.that were 
in the ifland, finding himfelf totally unable to oppofe the landing: 
of the French, took poft with his little garrifon upon Brimftone: 
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Hill, where he was joined by governer Shirley with fome militia of 
the ifland. The regular force under Frafer confifted of the firft 
battalion of the firft regiment, the two flank companies of the fi 
teenth, and a detachment of the royal artillery, the whole amount- 
ing to fix hundred men. The militia who joined him with gover- 
nor Shirley, were about three hundred. Brimftone Hill, where he 
took poft, was a place of great natural ftrength, from its height and 
inacceflibility: Some works had been ereéted upon the top of it, 
but in no refpeét fuitable to the natural ftrength and importance of 
the place. The French, having landed, immediately began to inveft 
Brimftone Hill, whilft the count de Graffe with his fleet lay at an- 
chor in Baffe Terre Road, to cover the fiege. Sir Samuel Hood, 
who in the abfence of fir George Rodney commanded the Britith 
fleet in the Weft Indies, and was then at Barbadoes, having received 
intelligence of the deftination of the French armament, failed with 
his fleet for the relief of St. Chriftopher’s, where he arrived in the 
evening of the twenty-third of January. The next morning at 
dawn he began to form his line, with a view of bearing down 
and attacking the French fleet at anchor. His own fleet confifted 
of only twenty-two fhips of the line: That of the count de Grafle 
amounted to thirty-two; but even with this inferiority, relying on 
the fuperior fkill and valour of Britifh feamen, he determined to make 
a bold attempt for the relief of the ifland, From the circumftance of 
two of his fhips running foul of each other, he was prevented from 
executing his defign on that day; and in the mean time he took a 
French frigate from Martinique, loaded with ordnance ftores for 
the fiege of Brimftone Hill, the capture of which greatly delayed 
the enemy in making their approaches. The next morning the 
Britith fleet having formed the line, advanced to the attack. The 
count de Graffe, on perceiving their defign, left his anchorage 


eround and flood put to fea, with a view of obtaining room to avail 
himfelf 
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himfelf of his fuperiority in number. 


enemy, and ftill preferving the appearance of an attack, in order to: 
draw them farther from the land, at laft pufhed by them with full 
fail, and took poffeflion of the anchorage which they had quitted.. 
The count de Grafle attempted to cut off the Britifh rear; but com- 
modore Affleck, who commanded it, fupported by his feconds, cap- 
tain Cornwallis and lord Robert Manners, kept up fo tremendous. 
a fire, that he could make no impreffion, and, with little lofs to them-. 
felves, greatly covered the other fhips of the divifion whilft getting 
into their ftations in the anchorage-ground. Two attacks were 
made the next day by the count de Graffe upon the Britith fleet at 


anchor; but in both he was repulfed, and in the laft with fo con- 


fiderable lofs, that during the remainder of the fiege he kept at a. 
diftance. The lofs of the Britifh fleet in thefe attacks amounted to. 


feventy-two killed, and two hundred and forty-four wounded: 


That of the French is unknown, but it was faid that they fent a: 
thoufand wounded men to St. Euftatius. The fuccefsful manceuvre. 


practifed by the Britifh admiral of decoying the count de Grafle 
from the road of Baffle Terre, and: occupying it in his ftead, pro- 
duced at firft flattering expectations that the ifland might yet be 


preferved. But the great fuperiority of the French force: on fhore,. 


compared’ with, that of the garrifon, foon: enabled the marquis. de 
Bouillé to inveft the fort on Brimftone Hill fo clofely, that all com- 


munication. between: it and the Britith fleet was entirely, cut: off). 
whilft,, in.confequence of the fame caufe, his own communication. 
with-the count de Grafle was open, by means of. every other land- 


ing-place upon the ifland, except that: of Bafle Terre Road.. The 
French, although expofed to a vigorous-fire from the garrifon, and 


confiderably delayed by the capture of one of their ordnance veffels,. 
and the lofs of another, wrecked upon the rocks, continued to ad-. 
a5182 vance, 
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vance their works and profecute the attack with unremitting induf- 
try, until they had mounted on their different batteries twenty-four 
large mortars, and twenty-three pieces of heavy cannon. The effe& 
of the fire from fo powerful an artillery ating upon a fpot, the 
greateft diameter of which was not more than two hundred yards, 
may be eafily conceived: Early in the fiege, every. houfe on the 
hill was either confumed or torn to pieces by the enemy’s bombard- 
ment and cannonade: In the latter part of it, almoft all the guns 
were either difmounted or difabled; and at laft an entire and per- 
feét breach was made on the north-weft fide of the works, which, 
from the want of intrenching tools, it was impoflible to repair. By 
this time alfo, from the great defertion of the militia, and the number 
of the killed and wounded, thofe who remained in the garrifon, fit 
for duty, did not exceed five hundred men. After all the efforts of 
courage and perfeverance, governor Shirley and general Frafer were 
reduced to the neceflity of capitulating. Very liberal terms were 
obtained both for the inhabitants and the garrifon: And on the 
twelfth of February, the fort at Brimftone Hill, and the ifland of 
St. Chriftopher’s, with the dependent ifland of Nevis, were furren- 
dered to the marquis de Bouille. The whole lofs of the Britith re- 
gulars in garrifon at Brimftone Hill during the fiege, amounted to 
one hundred and feventy-fix ; thirty-eight being killed, one hun- 
dred and twenty-five wounded, and thirteen mifling, There being 
no farther occafion for the Britith fleet to remain in Bafle Terre 
Road, fir Samuel Hood put to fea in the night of the fourteenth, 
unperceived by the enemy, and directed his courfe to Barbadoes, 
where he expected to meet fir George Rodney with a reinforcement 
of fhips from England. The furrender of Montferrat, as was ex- 
pected, fucceeded the lofs of St. Chriftopher’s and Nevis; a detach- 
ment from the French fleet, on its return to Martinique, having ap- 
peared before it on the twenty-fecond of February. ! 
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From the avowed principles and fentiments of thofe who held the 
chief offices in the new adminiftration, no doubt was entertained -~—~ 
that peace with the revolted colonies would be one of the firft objects 
of their attention, and that the claim of independence fet up by the 


them, means were found to open an intercourfe early in April: 


One of the laft a&ts of the former adminiftration was to appoint 
general Carleton (now lord Dorchefter) commander in chief in 
America in the room of fir Henry Clinton. 
and, in confequence of the 
inftruGtions he received, a fort of tacit ceffation of hoftilities was 


obferved between the two armies in the neighbourhood of New 
In other “% <7*7~*« Joa EE 


heces 


York; neither of them attempting to moleft the other. 
parts of the world, the war was ftill to be profecuted with vigour ges ae 
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powers had agreed to renew their attempt this year againft the Z.wz , 


| ney, foon after his arrival in England in the fall of the preceding 


In confequence of the intelligence there received of the 
attack made on St. Chriftopher’s (the news of its furrender not 
having then arrived), he put to fea immediately, with an intention yi 
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In the preceding year the 
American congrefs had granted full powers to five of their agents in 
Europe to treat of a peace; and with thofe perfons, or fome of 


But 


fo many previous difficulties were to be cleared away, that fome 
time muft be expected to elapfe before they could enter on the final 
difcuffion of the bufinefs. 
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the ifland was already furrendered, and the count de Grafle had 
failed for Martinique, he proceeded with the whole fleet to St. Lucie, 
the moft convenient ftation for watching the enemy’s motions. For: 
this purpofe fome of his frigates were ftationed fo as to give him the 
earlieft intelligence ; whilft the reft of the fleet took on board provi- 
fions and water to laft them for five months. As the fafety of Ja- 
maica, and indeed of every other Britifh ifland in the Weft Indies, 
depended upon the exertions now to be made to bring the count de 
Grafle to action, before he could form a junction with the Spanifh 
fleet to leeward, the intervening {pace of time was probably a period 
not only of great expeétation, but of much anxiety and difquietude, 
to the Britith admiral. / 

On the fifth of April intelligence was received, that the French 
were embarking troops on board their fhips of war; and on the 
eighth, at break of day, a fignal from the Andromache, captain 


‘Byron, announced that their fleet was coming out of Fort Royal 


Bay, and ftanding to the north-weft. Sir George Rodney immedi- 
ately threw out the fignal for weighing anchor, which was inftantly 
obeyed with fo much alacrity, that the whole Britith fleet, confifting 
of thirty-fix fhips of the line, was clear of Gros Iflet Bay before 
noon, and proceeding with a prefs of fail in purfuit of the enemy. 
Before day the next morning the enemy was difcovered under Do- 
minique; and in this fituation both fleets were for fome time 
becalmed. ‘The enemy got the breeze firft, and ftood towards 
Guadaloupe: The van of the Britifh fleet, commanded by fir 
Samuel Hood, received it next, and ftood after them with a prefs. 
of fail; whilft the centre and rear were full becalmed. Although it 
was obvioufly the defign of the count de Grafle to avoid an engage- 
ment, the opportunity which now prefented itfelf of overpowering 
the Britith van, whilft the centre and rear lay becalmed, was not to 


be refitted: When, therefore, fir Samuel Hood’s divifion had ap- 
3 proached 
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CH AY By (| 
proached fo near as to engage, the count de Grafle bore down upon * 7 yr i 


it with his whole force. At one time, it is faid, the Barfleur, —-~—-—~ i" 
Hood’s fhip, had feven of the enemy’s fhips firing upon her, and i lee 
during the greateft part of the action not lefs than three: And f) 
| although every fhip of his divifion had a fuperior force to contend L 
| with, fo nobly did they fupport each other, and with fuch effec 
return the enemy’s fire, that no advantage could be obtained over Wy 
them ; and, as it afterwards appeared, the enemy in this unequal bs : 
confli& received more damage than they occafioned. At length aA 
| part of the centre got near enough to engage, and take part in the tf. 
action: But when the breeze reached the rear of the Britith fleet, 
the count de Grafle withdrew his ships from action, and, having the ( 
advantage of the wind, kept at fuch a diftance as to baffle all the en- 
deavours of the Britifh commander to renew it. In this aétion the ‘x 
Royal Oak and Montagu, the two leading fhips of the van, fuftained | ‘tg 
confiderable damage, and the fervice a heavy lofs, in the death of | i 
captain Bayne, of the Alfred. Two of the French fhips were fo \ 
much difabled as to be obliged to quit the fleet, and take fhelter in mt 
Guadaloupe. ‘The Britifh fleet lay-to the night after the action to | 
repair their damages, and the next morning made fail to windward 
in purfuit of the enemy ; but with fo little effect, that by the morn- 
ing of the eleventh the French fleet had got fo far to windward, that i 
fome of their fhips were fcarcely vifible. In the mean time the rear } 
| divifion of the Britith fleet, commanded by admiral Drake, had been 
| _ tranfpofed to the van, which now became the rear. Fortunately, 
about noon of the eleventh, one of the enemy’s fhips was feen a | 


| great way to windward, apparently in a difabled condition, and re- 
) pairing her damages: A general chafe was immediately ordered ; 
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| and towards evening one of the leading fhips approached fo near, 
| that fhe muft inevitably have been taken, had not the count de 
| ; Grafle, feeing her danger, borne down with his whole fleet for her 
| 


—_ 


protection. 


SS 


= Se 


ae 


= 


a =a —— 


432 


XL 
\peeesnn, omnes 


1782. 


Naval en- 
gagement be- 
tween admi- 
ral Rodney 
and the count 
ée Grate. 


/ 


HISTORY OF THE 


Cc ae P protection. This movement brought the two fleets fo near, that 


nothing but the approach of night prevented an immediate engage- 
ment; which muft neceffarily happen in the morning, if things 
were preferved in their prefent relative ftate during the night. Such 
meafures were immediately taken by fir George Rodney as he 
thought would be effe€tual for that purpofe; and when day-light 
appeared, he had the fatisfa€tion to perceive, that what he had fo 
much defired was on the point of being accomplifhed ; and that it 
was not in the power of the count de Grafle, if fo inclined, to avoid 
a general engagement. The fignal for clofe ation was thrown out ; 
and, about half after feven in the morning, the action was begun by 
captain Penny in the Marlborough, the leading thip of the Britith 
van. |The two fleets met on oppofite tacks, and there being little 
wind, the Britith thips ranged flowly along, and clofe under the lee 
of the enemy’s line, delivering and continuing a moft tremendous 
fire, which the French received and returned with the utmoft firm- 
nefs. About noon fir George Rodney, in the Formidable, having 


‘pafled the Ville de Paris, the count de Graffe’s thip, and her fecond, 


fo clofe asto be almoft in conta&t, and having made a vifible impref- 
fion upon them by a fire fo quick and well directed, that it was almoft 
infupportable, flood athwart the enemy’s line between the fecond 
and third fhip aftern of the Ville de Paris, followed and nobly fup- 
ported by the Duke, Namur, and Canada; the reft of his divifion 
coming up in fucceffion. The Formidable immediately wore round; 
and a fignal being made for the van divifion under admiral Drake to 
tack, the Britifh fleet thus gained the wind, and ftood upon the fame 
tack with the enemy. By this bold manceuvre the French line was | 
effectually broke and feparated, and the whole thrown into eonfu- 
fion: It decided the fate of the day, although it did not end the 
action, which continued with unremitting fury till fun-fet. The 
rear of the Britith fleet being becalmed, did not for fome time get 
into 
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into action, and when the breeze fprung up, it was fo fmall, that fir © a r 


‘Samuel Hood, in the Barfleur, took an hour and a half to pafs the ~~ 


enemy's line only fo far as the opening made by the Formidable, nee i 
keeping up, during all this time, a moft tremendous, well-connected | 
fire. The French fhips being crowded with men, the carnage on 


board their fleet was prodigious: Still however they fought with 3) 
fuch obftinate bravery, as if the fate of their country depended upon | 
the iffue of the day. Count de Graffe, with his own and the other | 
fhips in the centre, withftood till evening all the efforts of the iD 4 
various fhips that attacked him. The gallantry of captain Corn- he j 

wallis of the Canada, a feventy-four gun fhip, was on this occafion it a 
the admiration of the whole fleet: Having fought the Heétor, a , ry Ht 
French fhip of equal force with his own, until fhe ftruck her co- I 
lours, he left her to be taken poffeffion of by a frigate; and, as if 

emulous to revenge his brother’s caufe, pufhed on to the Ville de “lit 
Paris, which he engaged for two hours, notwithftanding the in- 
equality of his force, and left her almoft a wreck. Still, however, 
the count de Grafle refufed to furrender, and feemed unwilling to 

ftrike to any fhip without a flag. Towards fun-fet fir Samuel Hood, 7 
in the Barfleur, reached the Ville de Paris, and poured in a moft 
deftructive fire. The count de Grafle bore it for about ten minutes, y 
when he ftruck his flag, and furrendered. At this time, it is faid, 4 4 
only three men were left alive and unhurt upon the upper deck, of | 
whom the count de Graffe was one. Previoufly to the furrender of ie 
| the Ville de Paris, the Hetor, as already mentioned, had ftruck to ' 
captain Cornwallis. The Ardent, of fixty-four guns, taken by / 
| d’Orvilliers in the Britifh Channel, was retaken; the Cafar and 
the Glorieux, both of feventy-four guns, had alfo furrendered, but \ 
| not till they were reduced to mere wrecks; and the Diadem, another 


| feventy-four, had been funk by a fingle broadfide from the For- | sce aioe 
midable in a generous exertion to fuccour the Ville de Paris. Night aoe 
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- at length putting an end to the engagement, the Britifh admiral 


threw out the fignal for his fleet to bring-to, that he might keep it 
collected, and fecure the prizes. But unfortunately the Cefar, one 
of them, blew up by accident in the night of the engagement; and 
a lieutenant and fifty Britifh feamen, with about four hundred pri- 
foners, perifhed by the explofion, On board the Ville de Paris: 
were found thirty-fix chefts of money deftined for the pay and fub- 
fiftence of the troops in the defigned attack on Jamaica ; and it feems 


- to have been fingularly previdential, that the whole train of artillery, 


with the battering cannon and travelling carriages meant for that ex- 
pedition, were on board the fhips,now taken. The Ville de Paris 
was the largeft fhip in the French king’s fervice: She was a prefent 
from the city of Paris to Louis the Fifteenth ; and no expence was 
{pared to render the gift worthy both of the city and the monarch. 
Her building and fitting for fea are faid to have coft one hundred and 
feventy-fix thoufand pounds fterling. 

Sir George Rodney in this engagement happily exemplified the 
great advantage derived from bringing Britith fhips and feamen into 
clofe aGtion. The whole lofs of men on board the Britith fleet, 
in the actions of the ninth and twelfth of April, amounted only to 
two hundred and thirty-feven killed, and feven hundred and fixty~ 
fix wounded: Whereas the lofs of the French, in the fame adtions, 
was computed at three thoufand flain, and more than double that 
number wounded. That the computation was not exaggerated, 
appears probable from the known lofs on board particular fhips: In 
the Ville de Paris alone were killed upwards of four hundred, and 
in feveral other fingle thips between two and three hundred. And, 
by the confeffion of the French themfelves, their fhips that efcaped, 
were fo thattered in the aétion as to be little lefs than ruined. The 
Britifh line confifted of thirty-fix, and the French line only of ~ 
thirty-two fhips, after the two difabled in the action of the ninth 
. had 
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had left it; But when it is confidered, that fix fhips of Hood’s divi- 
fion, from the fcantinefs of the wind, never could be brought into 
action, it will be found that the fuperiority in number of thofe 
actually engaged, was at leaft on the fide of the French. 

The enemy’s fhips that efcaped, made off to leeward the night 
after the action in the beft manner they could, and before morning 
were entirely out of fight. Four of them ran down to the Dutch 
ifland of Curagoa; but the greater part, under Bougainville and 
Vaudreuil, the fecond and third in command, kept together, and 
directed their courfe for Cape Frangois. The next morning fir 
George Rodney, after receiving a report of the ftate of his fleet, 
attempted to purfue, but was becalmed for three days under Gua- 
daloupe, which greatly favoured the efcape of the enemy. He 
afterwards, by means of his frigates, examined the French ports to 


‘windward, to difcover whether any fhips of their fleet had taken fhel- 


ter in them; and being at laft convinced that they were all gone to lee- 
ward, he difpatched fir Samuel Hood, whofe divifion had fuffered little 
in the action, to the weft end of Hifpaniola, in hopes of meeting with 
fome of their difabled fhips, whilft he himfelf followed with the reft 
of the fleet to join him off Cape Tiberoon. In the Mona paflage, 
between Hifpaniola and Porto Rico, fir Samuel Hood got fight of 
five French fhips, two of them of the line, and three frigates ; all of 
which were taken, except one frigate, that efcaped by a fudden fhift 
of the wind. Thus the enemy by this action loft in all, eight ships 
of the line, and two frigates. Sir George Rodney now proceeded 
to Jamaica with the prizes, and fuch of the Britith fhips as were 
moft difabled, leaving fir Samuel Hood, with twenty-five fail of the 
line, to keep the fea, and watch the enemy’s motions. 

In confequence of the defeat of the French fleet, the expedition 


againft Jamaica was entirely given up; and the action of the twelfth 
of April may be faid to have términated the war in the Weft Indies. 
ay me The 
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Hae | | Cc ee The reduction of the inconfiderable Britith fettlement on the Bahama 

| - u+~—— Iflands by an armament fitted out at the Havannah, was the only hof- 

ih : ee Neale attempt made in that quarter of the world by either of the allied 

‘tine Be powers after the period of Rodney’s victory. The reports carried to 

i Th ft the governor of the Havannah of the weak ftate of the garrifon, pro- 

. oe voked the attack ; and that thofe reports were not unfounded, feems 

\ 1) | probable from the facility with which the conqueft was made. On 

yo ha May. the fixth of May, in the evening, the Spanifh armament, confifting 

i MN, of three frigates and fixty fail of tranfports, having on board two 

» fi | ip) ‘ rf thoufand five hundred troops, appeared before them: And on the 

‘ Hi Jie next day, upon the firft fummons, the governor, after holding two 

ty EIN | confultations, one with his council and the other with the officers of 

ee (ik the garrifon, confifting of only one hundred and feventy invalids, 

\ 1 | ( and the principal inhabitants of the place, agreed to furrender on 
WW a y fy ie terms of capitulation. 

A } | | Profperity of - Whilft fir George Rodney triumphed over the enemies of Britain 

{ Pe chit Eee in the Weft; the credit and reputation of her arms were nobly 

: \ | “ate Indies. fupported in the Eaft, under the aufpices of the governor-general of 


of Hyder Ally. ‘This event took place in the month of May; and, 


Bengal, Mr. Haftings, and the more immediate direétion of fir 
Edward Hughes by fea, and fir Eyre Coote by land. The latter, 
undef many difadvantages, amongft which a {carcity of. provifions 
for the fubfiftence of the army was not the leaft, baffled all the at- 
tempts of Hyder Ally to regain that footing in the Carnatic, which 
he had. loft the preceding year: And the former, although he had 
to contend againft M. de Suffrein, one of the ableft officers in ‘the 
naval fervice of France, who commanded a very fuperior force, 
deteated him in four hard-fought actions within the fhort {pace of 
feven months.. But that which ferved moft to advance and fecure 
the Britihh intereft in India, was the means that were found to make 
a peace with the Mahratta States, and detach them from the intereft 


by 
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by one of the articles of the pacification, the contraCting parties 
became bound to compel Hyder Ally to reftore all the places taken 
from the India Company fince the commencement of the war. 
Thus the Mahrattas were not only detached from the intereft of 
Hyder Ally, but provifionally became bound to a& againft him. 

In Europe the principal aim of the new adminiftration feem sto 
have been to obftrua, as far as was in their power, the failing of the 
enemy’s convoys; to proteét the outward and homeward bound 
Britifh trade; to prevent the Dutch fleet from forming a junction 
with that of France and Spain; to relieve the garrifon of Gibraltar, 
by furnifhing it with the cuftomary annual fupplies ; and, in general, 
rather to preferve things in their prefent ftate during the conferences 
for a peace, than incur the rifk of lofs from the defire of obtaining 
any poffible advantage. In the month of April admiral Barrington 
failed on a cruize with twelve fhips of the line to intercept a convoy 
faid to be then ready to leave Breft, and on the twentieth fortunately 
got fight of it. The convoy confifted of eighteen tranfports, having 
troops on board, and laden with provifions and ftores for the ufe of 
the French fleet in the Eaft Indies: It failed from Breft under the 
protection of the Pegafe and Protecteur, of feventy-four guns each, 
lV’ A@tionaire, of fixty-four guns, but armed en flute, and a frigate. 
A general chafe was immediately ordered by the Britifh admiral : 
And, in the courfe of it, the Pegafe was taken by captain Jarvis in 
the Foudroyant, l’AGtionaire by captain Maitland in the Queen, and 
eleven or twelve of the tranfports by the other fhips of the fquadron. 
After this fuccefsful cruize admiral Barrington returned to Portf- 
mouth about the end of the month. Intelligence being received 
about this time, that the Dutch fleet was ready to fail from the 
Texel, lord Howe, with a fuitable fquadron, was difpatched to the 
coaft of Holland to watch its motions, The Dutch fleet, inftead of 


being only in a ftate of preparation for coming out, had already 
failed ; 
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failed ; but, upon receiving intelligence of lord Howe’s deftination, 
returned again into port, where it quietly remained during the time 
of his lordfhip’s cruize, which lafted about a month before he carried 
his {quadron back to Spithead. About the beginning of June the 
combined fleets of France and Spain, under the command of the 
count de Guichen and don Louis Cordova, failed from Cadiz; and : 
in its progrefs to the northward took eighteen fhips of a fleet 


of Britifh merchantmen, bound for Newfoundland and Quebec, 


chiefly laden with provifions. 


The reft of the merchantmen, 


amounting to about ten fail, with the fhips of war appointed for 


their convoy, made their efcape. 


As the combined fleet proceeded 


to cruize about the mouth of the Channel, great apprehenfions 


began to be entertained for the fafety of a homeward-bound Jamaica 
fleet that had failed under the convoy of only three fhips of the 


line. 


equipment of the Channel fleet, that it might proceed to fea for its 
protection: But with all that could be done, not more than twenty- 
two fail of the line were in readinefs in the beginning of July. 
With thefe lord Howe received orders to put to fea; and he ac- 


The utmoft exertions were therefore made to forward the 
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cordingly failed from St. Helen’s on the fecond of the month. 
It does not appear that his lordfhip, during his cruize, either faw 
the combined fleet, or that for whofe protection he failed : But for- 
tunately the latter got fafe into the Channel on the thirtieth of 
July ; and about ten days aftet, the Britith fleet returned into port. 
In the mean time the mighty preparations made by the king of 


Spain, for the reduction of Gibraltar, and the vaft expeations 
formed from them, drew the attention of all Europe towards that 


fortrefs. 


The fucceflive difappointments which the Spaniards had. 


already met with, it would feem, ought to have taught them wif- 
dom, and induced them to abandon the attempt as hopelefs; efpe- 


cially as their arms might have been employed in other quarters: 


more 
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more beneficially to themfelves, and confequently more injurioufly 
to Great Britain: But their obftinacy and perfeverance feemed to 
increafe with their difappointments, and the difficulties which they 
had to furmount. ‘Towards the clofe of the former year, their ad- 
vanced works upon the Ifthmus, after being completed at a vaft ex~- 
pence, were demolifhed in one night by a fuccefsful fortie from the 
garrifon. ‘The guns and mortars mounted upon the batteries were 
fpiked, and the batteries themfelves fo effeCtually fet on fire, that be- 
fore morning they were nearly confumed. After this misfortune, 
the enemy feem to have principally relied on an attack by water 
with floating batteries. The plan of thefe batteries was the con- 
trivance of the chevalier d’Arcon, a French engineer of fome dif- 
tinction. "They were to be of fuch thicknefs and ftrength as to be 
impenetrable by fhot from the heavieft cannon, and to be con- 
ftructed of materials calculated to refift the a€tion of fire. From 
fhells they were to be protected by a floping roof, which by means of 
a mechanical contrivance might be raifed or lowered at pleafure. 
Thus fecured, fuch a fhort diftance might be chofen, that the heavy 
artillery with which they were to be mounted, could not fail in a 
little time to ruin the works of the garrifon, and render an aflault 
practicable. The engineer had the addrefs to reprefent his fcheme 
in fo favourable a point of view, that the moft flattering hopes of 
its fuccefs were entertained, and no expence was {pared to complete 
the machines according to his plan. Whilft they were in a ftate of 
preparation, the duke de Crillon, after his fuccefs at Minorca, was 
appointed to command: the Spanith army before Gibraltar: That 
army was reinforced'by twelve thoufand auxiliary French troops ; 
and to add fplendour to the fcene, two of the French princes of the 
blood, the count d’Artois, and the duke de Bourbon, with a number 
of the firft nobility, both of France and Spain, repaired to the 
Spanifh camp. ‘The battering machines required fo much time in 
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preparation that they were not in readinefs before the beginning of 
September, about which time the combined fleet of France and 
Spain arrived in the bay. When joined by the fhips already at 
Algefiras, it confifted of forty-eight or forty-nine fhips of the line. 

The battering machines were ten in number, and were commanded 
by admiral Don B. Moreno: They were mounted with one hundred 
and fifty-four pieces of heavy brafs cannon, and had on board up- 
wards of fix thoufand men, a great proportion of which were ar- 
tillery-men, thirty-fix being allotted for the fervice of each gun. 
They had alfo on board a number of {pare guns to replace any that 
might be damaged in ation. To give the utmoft effet to the at- 
tack, it was propofed that when the battering fhips fhould take their 
ftation, the Spanifh gun and mortar boats, of which they had a 
ereat number, fhould place themfelves fo as to flank the Britith bat- 
teries on the water, and if poflible drive the artillery-men from their 
guns. The combined fleet was to cover and aflift the battering fhips : 
And to diftra&t the attention of the garrifon, a furious cannonade 
was to commence from all the batteries on the Ifthmus. An im. 
menfe number of large boats, that had been colleted from all the 
ports in Spain, were alfo to be in readinefs to carry over the bay 
and land troops in the fortrefs as foon as the battering fhips 
fhould produce their expected effet. The plan being arranged, and 
every thing in readinefs, the battering fhips got -under way about 
feven in the morning of the thirteenth of September, and between 
nine and ten anchored in a regular line, between the Old and New 
Mole, at moderate diftances from each other, and about half a mile 


from the Britifh works. Immediately a furious cannonade began, | 


not only from them but from all the enemy’s numerous artillery 
upon the Ifthmus, which was returned by the garrifon with fhowers 
of fhells and red-hot balls towards every quarter from whence the 
attacks were made. The hills all around were covered with f{pec- 
tators 
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tators to behold a fcene beyond defcription grand, awful, and terrific, © H A P. 
So fiercely did the garrifon return the enemy’s cannonade, that con- W\~— 
tinued torrents of fire and {moke feemed to iffue from every quarter 
of the rock: But the attention of the befieged was principally fixed 
on the battering thips, which for fome time appeared to anfwer 
every expectation that had been formed from them. Neither fhot or P ‘4 
fhells feemed to affe& them. At length, about two o'clock, fmoke 1} 
was feen to iffue from the upper part of Don Moreno’s fhip: | 
And the people on board were difcovered ufing fire-engines, and if 
| pouring water into the fhot-holes. Not long afterwards the prince \ 
| of Naflau’s fhip, the next in fize to the admiral’s, was obferved to Ny: 
be in the fame condition. This fight, without doubt, animated the 
-garrifon to frefh exertion, and had an oppofite effe@t upon the 
enemy. ‘The other battering fhips were evidently affeted with the 
fituation of their admiral and his fecond, fo that the fire of the gar- 
rifon had gained a vifible fuperiority before the evening, and it was f 
continued with unremitting fury during the night. About one in 
the morning the flames burft forth on board the two fhips already 1 
mentioned, and feveral of the others were vifibly on fire. Signals 1h 
of diftrefs were now made; and boats were fent off from the fhore | 
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to their affiftance. Captain Curtis, who commanded the Britith \) ee 
naval force at Gibraltar, feized this opportunity of completing the 
deftru@tion of thofe machines, which had created fo much appre- 
henfion. He ftationed his gun-boats fo as to flank the line of the | 
battering fhips, and by keeping up a conftant fire, to cut them off 
from that affiftance which they had begun to receive from the fhore. | 
In this dreadful. fituation the battering fhips remained during the 
reft of the night, expofed to a dire fire from the garrifon, and a \ 


| raking fire from the gun-boats, cut off from affiftance, and the flames 
| increafing every inftant. When day-light appeared, it prefented 
| fuch a feene of diftrefs, that every hoftile idea was for atime ex- i 
! Vor. I. Co tinguithed, 
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fortrefs ceafed: And the braveft exertions were made by captain 
Curtis and the Britifh feamen, at the rifque of their own lives, to 
refcue the Spaniards from the furrounding flames. By their intrepid — 
efforts about four hundred of them were faved from inevitable de- 
ftru€tion. Nine of thefe battering machines blew up fucceflively in 
the courfe of the day; and the tenth was burnt by captain Curtis, 
after he found that fhe could not be brought off In this attack 
by fea the enemy were fuppofed to have loft about one thoufand 
five hundred men, including the prifoners and wounded. Thus 
difaftroufly ended the laft attempt of the Spaniards for the reduc- 
tion of Gibraltar. 

About the time of this attack lord Howe {failed from the Britith: 
channel with the grand fleet, confifting of thirty-four thips of the 
line, to efcort a number of tranfports carrying troops, and laden: 
with thofe ftores and fupplies which were to enable general Elliott 
to continue his brave defence. His lordfhip was much delayed on 
his paflage by contrary winds ; but he at laft reached the Straits, and: 
entered them on the eleventh of O&ober. That fame evening part 
of the tran{ports got fafe to Gibraltar: The reft, from the ftrength of 
the current, were unexpectedly carried paft it into the Mediterranean.. 
Lord Howe followed with his fleet, and colle&ed them; and by the: 
eighteenth conducted the whole fafely into the bay, where they 
difembarked the troops, and landed their cargoes. Fifteen hundred 
barrels of gunpowder were alfo fpared from the fleet, as an addi- 
tional fupply to the garrifon. ‘To the honour of his lordfhip it is 
to be remarked that the whole of this fervice was fuccefsfully per- 
formed in the face of the combined fleet, which lay in Gibraltar 
Bay at the time of his arrival The enemy either depended fo 
greatly upon the fuperiority of their number, or were fo much 

overawed 
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overawed by their opponent’s mafterly difpofition for defence, that 
they did not attempt to moleft him. The relief of Gibraltar being 
effeGted, his lordfhip on the nineteenth took advantage of an eaft- 
erly wind to repafs the Straits, and enter the Atlantic. The com- 
bined fleet followed, and on the twentieth, towards funfet, bore 
down fo far as to commence a diftant cannonade, which was held 
in fo much contempt by the Britith commander, that although three 
of their number were firing upon his. own fhip, he did not deign to 
return afhot. They afterwards made an attempt to cut off fome 
fhips in the rear; but were fo warmly received as to be obliged to 
fheer off with lofs. In the morning, the combined fleet being a 
great way to windward, and apparently fteering for Cadiz, lord 
Howe proceeded on his return to England, difpatching*on his way 
eight fhips of the line to the Weft Indies, and fix to the coaft of 
Treland. 

During thefe tranfactions a partial change had taken place in the 
Britith adminiftration. Upon the death of the marquis of Rocking- 
ham, about the beginning of July, the earl of Shelburne was ap- 
pointed firft lord of the treafury in his ftead, In confequence of 
this appointment, or from fome other caufe, Mr. Fox, and {everal 
other principal members of adminiftration, refigned their offices, and 
were fucceeded by others, more in the intereft of the earl of Shel- 
burne. 

_ Thofe changes, however, did not affect the negotiations carrying 
on at Paris for putting an end to the war. Mr. Ofwald, a- Britifh 
merchant, and the particular friend of prefident Laurens, who had 
been fo long confined in the Tower, was appointed to negotiate with 
the American commiflioners; and Mr. Thomas Grenville firft, and 
afterwards Mr. Fitzherbert, were fucceflively deputed to treat with 
the minifters of the other allied powers. The later events of the 
prefent year had all a tendency to bring the powers at war more 
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of AP nearly upon a level. At the clofe of the former year, Great Bri- 
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“e~-~/ fain feemed nearly overwhelmed by the flrength and fuccefles of 
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her numerous foes: But the fignal victory obtained by fir George 
Rodney in the Weft Indies, with the blow given to the naval force 
of France in that quarter of the world; the defeat of the Spa- 
niards before Gibraltar, and the fuccefsful relief of its garrifon, in 
the view of a fuperior fleet; and the fplendid effects of the Britith 
policy and arms in Afia; raifed the reputation of the nation to its 
wonted level amongft the powers of Europe, and gave her addi- 
tional weight, either for the accomplifhment of peace, or the far- 
ther profecution of the war. But the derangement of the finances, 
both of France and Spain, was the principal caufe which difpofed 
thofe powers to liften to the terms of accommodation. 

The internal diftreffes in every quarter of the revolted colonies, 
the mutinous difpofition of their armies, from the want of all necef- 
fary fupplies, and the utter inability of the congrefs to furnifh them, 
were well known to the American commifioners, and ftrongly 
prompted them not to let pafs the prefent opportunity of reftoring 
to their country the bleffings of peace. The negotiations with thofe 
commiffioners were therefore firft brought to aconclufion: And, 
on the thirtieth of November, provifional articles of peace were 
figned by Mr, Ofwald on the part of Great Britain, and by Mr. 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, 
on the part of the revolted colonies, now the United States of Ame- 
rica, which were not to take effet until peace fhould be agreed upon 
between Great Britain and France. By thofe articles the thirteen 
united ftates of America were acknowledged to be free, fovereign, 
and independent: The limits of their country were afcettaimed, as 
far as was pra@ticable, by natural boundaries; and thofe limits were 
extended fo far to the weftward as to contain within them an im~ 


menfe extent of territory, partly unfettled, and partly ftill inhabited 
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by the Indians, the original proprietors: A right was granted to © 
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them to fifh on the banks and coafts of Newfoundland, in’ the ~~» 


Gulph of St. Laurence, and on the coafts, bays, and creeks of all 
the other Britifh dominions in America, and to cure and dry their 
fith in any of the unfettled bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova 
Scotia, Magdalen Iflands, and Labrador: It was ftipulated that 
creditors on either fide fhould meet with no lawful impediment in 
the recovery of their debts: A recommendation was to be made by 
congrefs to the legiflatures of the different ftates, to reftore the con- 
fifcated eftates and properties of real Britith fubjects; alfo of thofe 
refident within the Britith lines in America, who had not borne arms 
againft the United States; and alfo of perfons of any other defcrip- 
tion, upon their refunding to the prefent poffeflors the price bond fide 
paid by fuch poffeffors at the time of purchafing fuch eftates: It 
was ftipulated, that no future confifcations fhould be made, nor any 
profecutions commenced, for the part taken by any perfon during the 
war, nor any future lofs be fuffered by any one, either in his perfon, 
liberty, or property, on that account: It was agreed that prifoners 
on both fides fhould be fet at liberty, and that the Britith pofts 
within the United States fhould be evacuated with all convenient 
fpeed: The navigation of the Mififfippi to remain free and open 
to the fubjets of both powers. And fhould any place be taken on 
either fide, before the arrival of thefe articles in America, fuch place 
to be reftored without compenfation. 

The preliminary articles of peace with France, upon which thofe 
with America were to take effect, were not figned till the twentieth 
of January 1783. Thofe with Spain were executed at the fame 
time. The general ground of thofe articles was the mutual reftitu- 
tion of all places taken on either fide during the war, with fome few 
exceptions. France was to retain Tobago and Senegal; Spain, Mi- 


norca and Weft Florida; and Great Britain to cede Eaft Florida to 
Spain.. 
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- Spain. ‘The Dutch Ifland of St. Euftatius, and the provinces of 
Demerara and Iffequibo, to be reftored by France to the United Pro- 
vinces. At the fame time a fufpenfion of hoftilities with the Dutch 
was agreed upon, until terms of peace with that nation could be 
finally adjufted. | 

Thus ended the moft extenfive, difficult, and burdenfome war in 
which Great Britain was ever engaged *. 


THE American Revo.urion is the grandeft effe@ of com- 
bination that has yet been exhibited to the world: A combination 
formed by popular reprefentation and the art of printing }. So vait 
a force as was exerted by Great Britain had never been fent to fo. 


great a diftance, nor refifted by any power apparently fo unequal to 
the conteft. The military genius of Britain was unimpaired; fhe 


* The foreign debt of America, incurred by the war, amounted to 7,835,085 dollars; the 
domeftic debt to 34,115,290 dollars ; fo that taking the dollar at 4s. 6d. fterling, the cartel 
and domeftic debt amounted to 9,450,084 pounds fterling, the intereft of which, at 6 per cents: 
which is the intercf generally paid in America, emounts to 567,005 pounds. The war is 
computed to have coft Great Britain 115,654,914 pounds, and the additional annual ep ETO 
in confequence of that war, 4.557.575 pounds, from January 1775 to the peor in 1783, 
America is faid to have loft by the {word and natural deaths in the army and navy, not lefs 
than 100,000 men. The number of men killed in the Britifh fervice, during the war, amounted, 
by the returns at New York, to 43,633. 

By computation the whole territory of the 'ANertead States contains a million of fauave” 
miles, in which are 640 millions of acres; of thefe, 51 millions are water, which being de- 


duGed, the total amount of acres of land in the United States of America is 589 millions. 


+ Carrain Newts, in his philofophical and very interefting Tour in England and Scotland, 
having delineated Scotland and the North of England as fhaped by the hand of nature, is led, 
from the names of places, to {peak of the geographical knowledge, and the natural quicknefs in 
general, of mankind. in a favage ftate. - On this fubjecthe fays: “ In the country of the 
‘ Tjlionois, a chief of the Cafcafkias conceived the: fublime idea of uniting all Indian nations 
“« and tribes into one grand alliance, offenfive and defenfive. If this had been realized, Dr, 
‘© Franklia’s confederation of the thirteen States would have cut but@ poor figure on the 
‘¢ American continent, and the natural man would have outdone the philofopher.” 
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rofe with elaftic force under every blow; and feemed capable, by the 
immenfity of her revenues, of wearying out, by perfeverance, the 
adverfity of fortune: But wifdom, vigour, and unanimity, were 
wanting in her public councils. The eloquence of fome legiflators 
in oppofition to government; the narrow views of minifters at home; 
and the mifcondu&t of certain commanders abroad, through a feries of 
pufillanimity, procraftination, difcord, and folly; brought this coun- 
try, in fpite of the gallant efforts of the Britith officers and foldiers 
by land and fea, ‘the juftice of their caufe, the firmnefs of their fo- 
verelgn, and the general vows of the people, to a crifis, which has 
not indeed been followed (fo limited are our profpedts into futurity) 
-by all that calamity which was generally apprehended, but which, 
neverthelefs, although the national charafter, for fpirit and enter- 
prife, was abundantly fuftained by individuals, cannot be regarded 
otherwife than asa difgrace to the Britith: Since it exhibited, in our 
public condué, the triumph of party over genuine patriotif{m, and 
a {pirit of peculation and pleafure’ prevailing in too many inftances 


over military difcipline, and a fenfe of military honour. The Britith 
minifter did not poflefs that towering genius which is alone fitted, in 
difficult and turbulent times, to overcome the feditious, and roufe the 
remifs to their duty.’ Though a man of fine talents, as well as an 
amiable difpofition, he was conftitutionally indolent: And, befides 
this, there was not that degree of cordiality and perfe@ unani- 
mity that the minifter was led to fuppofe amongtt the friends of 
his majefty’s government in America. It is, perhaps, a matter of 
doubt whether the loyalifts were not, on the whole, too fanguine in 
their expeCations. But it is the nature of men to cherith the hope 
of relief with an ardour proportioned to the greatnefs of their mif- 

fortunes. . 
On the whole, the Britith government did not proceed on any 
grand fyftem that might control particular circumftances and events ; 
2 but 


447 


CoH A Fs 
XLVI. 


(cee ped? 


Se 


HISTORY OF THE 


but ftudied to prolong their own authority by temporary expedients. 
They courted their adverfaries at home, by a fhare of power and 
profit; and the public enemies of the ftate, by partial conceffions. 
But thefe availed much more to the eftablifhment of new claims, 
than all the declarations of parliamentary rights and royal preroga- 
tives with which they were accompanied, did to maintain the rights 
of eftablifhed government: For faéts quickly pafs into precedents ; 
while manifefto is oppofed to manifefto, and argument to argu- 
ment. Had the meafures adopted by Britain, been adopted in time*, 
perhaps they would not have been adopted in vain. ‘Their concef- 
fions, as well as their armaments, were always too late. Earlier 
conceffion, or an earlier application of that mighty force which was 
at the difpofal of the commanders in chief in 1777, might perhaps 
have prevented or quafhed the revolution. 

While the natural ftrength and fpirit of Great Britain were em- 
barrafled and encumbered with the difadvantages and errors now 
enumerated, the Americans, in fpite of a thoufand difficulties and 
wants, by the energy of liberty, the contrivance of neceility, and 
the great advantages arifing from the poffeflion of the country, ulti- 
mately attained their obje@. The Americans, indeed, were not fired 
with that enthufiaftic ardour, which nations of a warmer tempera- 
ment, in all ages, have been wont to difplay in the caufe of freedom. 


But they were guided by wife councils; they were fteady and per- 


fevering; and, onall great occafions, not a little animated by the 
courage of general Wafhington, who has been proverbially called a 
Fabius, but in whofe character courage, in fact, was a feature ftill 
more predominant than prudence. The American generals, having 
the bulk of the people on their fide, were made acquainted with 


Befides a mighty navy, Great Britain had a force in America, amounting nearly to 


42,000 men, befides from 25,000 to 30,000 loyalifts, who were a€tually enlifted in the feveral 
provincial corps raifed during the war. 
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every movement of the Britifh army, and enabled, for the moft 
part, to penetrate their defigns: To obtain intelligence, on which 
fo much depends, was to the Britith commanders a matter of pro- 
portionable difficulty. The Americans had neither money nor 
credit: But they learned to ftand in need only of a few things; to 
be contented with the {mall allowance that nature requires ; to fuffer, 
as well as to aét. ‘Their councils, animated by liberty, under the 
moft diftrefling circumftances, took a grand and high-fpirited courfe, 
and they were finally triumphant. 

The Revolution of America, though predicted by philofophy, 
was generally confidered as a remote contingency, if not a thing 
wholly ideal and vifionary. Its immediate caufes were altogether 
unforefeen and improbable. It came as a furprife upon the world: 
And men were obliged to conclude, either that the force of Great 
Britain was ill-direted, or that no invading army, in the prefent 
enlightened period, can be fuccefsful, in a country where the people 
are tolerably united. 
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A. 


AAZER CROMBIE, colonel, killed at Bunker’s 


Hill, -1..'228. 


Abercrombie, colonel, expedition of, i. 372. His 


fortie from York, ii. 410. 


Adams, Samuel, a leader in the provincial con- 


grefs of Maffachufett’s Bay, i. r20. Excepted 
from the proffered pardon by government, 124. 


Allegany-mountains, 1. 3. 
Allen, ¥than, furprifes Ticonderoga, i. 131. And 


Crown Point, 132. 


America. See Colonies, Congrefs, and the feveral 


provinces by name. 


Americans, fertility of genius of, i. 167. Driven 


out of Canada, 178. Defeated at Long Ifland, 
195. Glorious retreat of, 197. Difheartened 
by their loffes, 206. Animofities between the 
northern and fouthern troops, 207. Burn part 
of New York, 209. Principle of their army, 
222. Become defpondent on the fuccefs of the 
Britifh arms, 225. Of Carolina and Virginia, 
defeat the Indians, z50. Fleet of, burnt, 305. 
Difcontents of, on the difappointment at Rhode 
Ifland, ii. 38. Alliance of, with France, unites 
and roufes the Britifh, 75. Army of, with 
that of France, befieges Savannah, 127. At- 
tacks the Britifh lines, 130. Repulfed, 131. 
JunGtion of forces under Sumpter, Clarke, and 
Brannen, 228. 


André, major, adventure of, ii, 250. His ami- 


N.B. The Numerals refer to the Volumes, and the Figures to the Pages. 


able and refpeGtable chara&ter, 251. General 
Clinton ftrongly folicits Wafhington in his fa- 
vour, 252. In vain, ibid. His melancholy 
fate, ibid. 


Arbuthnot, admiral, fucceeds fir George Collier 


in North America, ii. 152. Co-operates with 


fir Henry Clinton at Charleftown, 179. 


Arnold, Sane propofes to Wafhington to fur- 


prile Quebec, 1. 135. Difficulties of the en- 
terprife, iid. Difappointed, 139. Summons 
it to furrender, ibid. In great want of artil- 
lery, 140. Attacks the city, 141, Wound- 
ed, ibid. Raifes the fiege, 168. Engaged in 
the action at Still Water, 336. Diftinguifhes 
himfelf greatly, 337. Wounded, fighting 
againft Burgoyne, 341. Difgufted with the 
American fervice, ii. 247. Caufes of that 
difguit, 248. Forms a {cheme for delivering 
up a ftrong poft to the Britifh, 249. Efcapes 
to New York, 251. 


Afemblies, provincial, of America, oppofe the 


ftamp-aGt, i. 35. Diffolution of, by the go- 
vernors, hurtful by diffuting difcontent through 
the country, 72. 


B. 


Baillie, colonel. See Eaft Indies. 
Barrington, admiral, fails with the Britifh fleet 


againit St. Lucie, ii. 86. Engagement with 
the French, 97. Wounded, 98. 
3M2 Bofton, 
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Bofton, riotous oppofition to the flamp-a&, 1. 
39. Oppofes the board of cuftoms, 59. Riot 
about the cuftoms, 63. People propofe hold- 
ing a convention, 64. Infult the foldiers, 74. 
Riot, 75. Meeting at, 82. Petition the go- 
vernor againft the judges, iid. Affembly 
at, denies the right of parliament to legiflate 
for the colonies, 83. Petition his majefty to 
remove the governor, 84. Riot about the in- 
troduction of tea,.86.° People deftroy the 
cargoes of two fhips laden with tea, 87. Port 
fhut by an a& of parliament, 88. Proceed- 
ings in, on hearing of the port-bill, 92. Ex- 
hort the other colonies to give up all trade with 
Britain, 93. Caufe of, efpoufed by the other 
colonies, 96. Meeting of delegates-at,-100. 
Effects of fhutting the port of, 112. 
ade of Britifh troops at, 166. Evacuated by 
the Britifh, 167. Riot at, between the Ame- 
rican and French failors, ii. 38. See Ma/ffa- 
chufett’s Bay. 

Britain, government. of, trefolves to perlift in co- 
ercive meafures, i. 122. People of, generally 
for the war, 258. Sends commiffioners ta treat 
with the Americans, i. 6. Breaks with France, 
ibid. With Spain, 156. Differences between, 
and Holland, 257. See Parliament, minifters, 
admirals, generals, and foreign nations by 
name. : : 

Bunker’s Fill, defcription of, i. 125. «Battle of, 
126. Errors committed in this action, 129. 
Burford, the: American colonel, defeated by co- 
lonel Tatleton, ti. 193: : 
Burgoyne, general, appotnted commander of the 
Britih northern army, i. 348. Employs the 
favages, 319. ‘Number? of ‘his ‘troops, 320. 
His manifefto, 321. -Impolicy of threatening 
manifeltoes, 322- Invelts Ticonderoga, sbi. 


And elfo Mount Independence, ibid. Which 


forts are abandoned by the Americans, 323. 


The thips of the Americans are deftroyed at | 
He compels the Ame- 


Skeenefborough, 324, 
ricans to abandon their works, sid. Part of 
his army-engages the Americans at Hubberton, 
325. Defeats them, idid. Stratagem of the 
Americans, 326. Blameable’ for the route be 
took, 327. 
Fort Edward, 330. 
a detachment to Bennington,, sid. 
defeated, 333. This defeat owing to Bur- 
goyne’s negleCting to fend a fufficient number 
of troops, iid. Colonel St. Leger detached 
by, invelts Fort Stanwix, 334. Obliged to 
raife the fiege, 335. That failure owing to 
the inadequacy of the force given him by Bur- 


goyne, ibid. Oppofed by general Gates, who 
6 © 


Sends colonel Baum with 


Block- | 


Meets with great difficulties at _ 


Which is | 


takes the chief command of the Americans, 
336. Adétion at Still Water, 337. Neither 
party is victorious, iid. The Britifh might 
have gained a decifive victory, had Burgoyne 
not burdened himfelf with more artillery than 
was neceflary, #bid.. The battle fhowed tae 
the Americans could fight with courage and 
condu& on plain ground, bid. Diftrefled fitu- 
ation of hisarmy, 338. Deferted by the In- 
dians, 339. Retreats to Saratoga, ibid. His 
army nearly furrounded, 340. Bloody battle 
with the Americans, 341. General Frafer 
killed, iid. Lofs of the Britith very confider- 
able, iid. Critical fituation of the Britifh 
army, 342. He attempts to draw the Ame- 
ricans. to.a general engagement, iid. Which 
they decline, zi:d. Attempts to retreat to Fort 
George, 343. Impracticable, éid. Attempts 
to retreat to Fort Edward, idid. But finds his 
retreat cut off, did. Is completely furrounded, 
Endeavours to force the Americans to 
fight, did. . Makes overtures to general Gates 
for a convention, 345. Propofals on both fides, 
346—348. Convention ratified, 349. Re- 
fieCtions on this event, 352. The condué of 
Burgoyne difcuffed, 353. Attempts to throw 
the blame of his mifcarriages on fir William 
Howe, and on lord George Germaine, 355. 
General caufe of his mifcarriage, 356. His 
deportment after his misfortune, 357. ‘Throws 
himfelf into oppofition, 7did. 
Burke, the celebrated Edmund. See Parlament. 
Byron, admiral, fails from Portfmouth with a 
fleet for North America, 11. 25.° Fleet of, 
difperfed by ftorms, 46, 47. He arrives at St.- 
Lucie, g1. Sails to St. Chriftopher’s to protect 
the homeward-bound trade, 9z. Returns to 
St. Lucie, 96. AdCtion with the French, 97. 
The French admiral avoids a clofe engagement, 
98. French fleet efeapes during the night, 99, 
The'lofs of the French the greater, 100. 
SS 
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Calder’s, fir Henry, fervices at the reduction of 
St, Lucie, u. 87. 

Cambridge, in New Hamphhire, provincial con- 
grefs at, i. 113. Hoftile defigns of, ibid. 
Paffes refolutions for preparing arms, did. 
American army affembles at, 121. 

Camden, lord, applied to by the affembly of Maf- 
fachufett’s Bay-to fecond their petition to the 
king, i. 60. Dufsitled from his office of lord- 
chancellor, 73. 

Campbell, \ieutenant-colonel. (Iate fir Archibald), 

taken 


taken prifoner at Bofton, i. 168. Mal-treated, 
zbid. Letter of, to fir William Howe, defcrip- 
tive of the cruelties and indignities he fuffered, 
ibid. Expedition of, with Frafer’s Highland- 
ers, to deftroy the American privateers, ii. 42. 
Expedition under, againit Georgia, 48. Ope- 
rations and brilliant fuccefles, 66, 67. Mafterly 
movements, by which he compelled the Ame- 
ricans to fight, 70. Defeatsthem, 71. Re- 
duces Savannah, 7bid, Praife of him and his 
troops, 7z. Reduces Sunbury, 103. Expe- 
dition of, to Augufta in Georgia, 106. Is 
ordered to retire from Georgia, and return to 
Savannah, 108. 

Canada, act for fettlement of, i. 90. People of, 
addreffed by the aflembly of Maffachufett’s 
Bay; 103. Defcription of, 130. Aé€ for 
fettlement of, not popular, becaufe deemed 
arbitrary, id7d. See Carlton, and other com- 
manders by name. 

Carlton, general (now lord Dorchefter), unpo- 
pular in Canada, becaufe active in framing the 
att for fettlement of, i. 137. Negleéts the 
merchants, cultivating the nobleffe only, iid. 
Almoft taken by the Americans, 139. But 
efcaping, arrives at Quebec, iid. Summoned 
by Montgomery to furrender Quebec, ibid. 
Refufes, itid. Gallant defence of Quebec by, 
140. The Americans are forced to raife the 
fiege, 170.. Expedition againft the Cedars, 
ibid. Which capitulates, 172. He equips an 
armament againft Crown Point and Ticonde- 
roga, 252. Difficulty of the enterprife, 253. 
Defeats the Americans on the Lakes, 255. 
Reduces Crown Point, 256. Returns to St. 
John’s, 257. Offended with the appointment 
_of general Burgoyne to the command of the 
northern army, 318. Much fuperior to Bur- 
goyne in flall, experience, and knowledge of 
es country, 319.. Refigns his government, 
ibid. 

Carlifie, earl of. See Commiffioners. 

Carolina, North and South, originally the fame 
fettlement, planted in the reign of Charles II., 
i. ro. Receives a conftitution from Mr. Locke, 
which, though apparently wife in theory, not 
reducible to practice, iid. Danger of fpecu- 
lative refinement in legiflation, did. Expe- 
rience the only fure’ guide, did. Proceedings 
of North Carolina againft their governor, Mr. 
Martin, 151. Who is forced to leave the pro- 
vince, 152. Proceedings of South Carolina 
againft lord William Campbell, their governor, 
ibid, Y¥.fforts ofthe Britith in North Carolina, 
178. OF the Scotch emigrants, #id. Riots 
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between the American French failors, 1. 39- 
Many of the inhabitants join the Britifh after 
the reduction of Charleftown, 192. Again 
become difaffected to Britain, 198. Many of 
them found guilty of treachery, 213. For 
which fome are punifhed, 214. 

Chamblée Fort taken, 1. 135. 

Charlefown, near Botton, defeription of i. 125. 

— South Carolina, defcription of, 1. 
111. See Clinton, fir Henry. 

Chriftopher’s, St. ifland of, reduced by the mar- 
quis de Bouillé, ii. 425. 

Climate, greater degrees both of heat and cold in 
North America than in the fame latitudes of 
Europe, i. 3.. Effet of, on the manners of 
the feveral provinces, 5, 6. 

Clinton, fir Henry, fervices of, at Bunker’s Hill, 
i, 127. Makes an attempt upon the fouthern 
provinces, 183. Imffues a proclamation, in- 
viting the Americans to return to their alle- 
giance, ibid. Which produces no effect, iid. 
Makes an attempt againft Charleftown, 184. 
Which proves unfuccefsful, 186. Sails for 
New York, 187. Expedition of, againft Rhode 
Ifland, 220. Succefsful, ibid. An unwife mea- 
fure, 221. Expedition of, wp the North River, 
358. Reduces Forts Montgomery and Clinton, 
360. Appointed to fucceed fir William Howe as 
commander in chief, 388. Evacuates Phila- 
delphia, ii. 14. Marches to New York by 
Sandy Hook, 17. Battle of Freehold Court 
Houfe, 19. Arrives at New York, 23. En- 
deavours to make a defcent at New London to 
deftroy the American privateers, 39. The 
unfavourable wind prevents him from landing, 
ibid. Sends feveral detachments to deftroy the 
American privateers, 41. Attacks Verplank’s 
Neck and Stoney Point on the Hudfon River, 
140. Reduces them, 141. Expedition - of, 
againft Conneéticut, 142. Receives a rein- 
forcement, 152. Expedition of, to South Ca- 
rolina, 176. Fortifications of Charleftown 
defcribed, 178, Garrifon of, 179. Siege of, 
181. Redudtion of, 185. Great praife of 
the officers and troops by fir Henry, 187. Ad- 
drefs to the people of South Carolina, 1go. 
Departs for New York, 195. Applies to ge- 
neral Wafhington in behalf of major André, 
251. Invain;) 252. 

Collier, fir George, arrives at Long Ifland 
with a reinforcement from England, i. 199. 
Commands the fleet on the American ftation, 
ii. 134. Operations, 136. Expedition of, to 
deftroy the magazines of the Americans, ibid. 
Sails to affift general Maclean at Penobfcot, 

150. 
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rgo. Relievesthe garrifon, 151. Refigns his 
command, 152. Succeeded by admiral Ar- 
buthnot, zbid. 

Colonies naturally feize all opportunities of afcer- 
taining their independence, Ae. 

, American, had no reafon to expect that 
they could maintain independence againit Eng- 
land, but the contrary, i. 1, 2. Geographical 
defcription of, 1—3. Divided into northern, 
middle, and fouthern, 4. Diverfities of man- 
ners and inhabitants, and their caufes phyfical 
and moral, ibid. Hiftory of the fettlement of, 
y—g. State of commerce and revenue at the 
peace 1763, 10—12. See each by name. 

Commiffioners for peace (earl of Carlifle, governor 
Johnftone, and Mr. Eden, with the general and 
admiral for the time being) arrive in America, 
and enter on their office, ii. g. Send their 
fecretary (the famous Dr. Adam Fergufon) 
to ftate to the congrefs the terms which they 
were authorifed to offer, 12. To whom a 
paflport is refufed by the Americans, id. 
Their propofals rejected by the Americans, 
who will hear of no terms without the previous 
acknowledgment of their independence, 12. 
Return to England, 48. Review of their pro- 
ceedings, 49. Remonftrance of, on the deten- 
tion of Burgoyne’s troops, 57. Manifetto of, 
sé. 

Concord, detachments fent to deftroy ftores at, by 
general Gage, i, 116. See Lexington. 

Congre/s, general, propofed by the aflembly of 
Maffachufett’s Bay, ii. 37.. Held at New 
York, 39. Profefles loyalty to the king, qr. 
Affe&ed moderation of their proceedings, iid. 
Effedts of the meeting of, 42. Affociations 
are entered into againft the importation of 
Britifh manufactures, ibid. Sowed the feeds 
of revolution, by uniting the grievances and 
complaints of the feveral colonies, 57- Meets 
at Philadelphia after the pafling of the Bofton 
port-bill, 102. Unanimous in reprobating the 
aét, and in denying the right of parliament to 
tax the colonies, iad. Number of delegates, 
ilid. They fix that each colony fhould have a 
vote, 103. Precautions to prevent the whole 
of their deliberations from tranfpiring, iid. 
‘They publifh a declaration of the ftate of af- 
fairs in Maffachufett’s Bay, ibid. Send a letter 
to general Gage, ibid. [flue a declaration of 
rights and grievances, ibid. Ground their 
claim of rights on the law of nature, on the 
Britifh conftitution, and on their feveral char- 
ters, 1¢4. Petition the king, 105. Adddrefs 
the people of Britain, iid, Recommend the 


condué and caufe of the Boftonians in an ad- 
drefs to the colonies, 106. Addrefs the Cana- 
dians, ibid. Their addrefs to Canada a very 
able and hurtful performance, ibid. Defigns 
of, on Canada, 130. Send deputies to Eng- 
land to petition the king, 153. ‘They are told 
that no anfwer would be given, 154. Proceed 
to form a conttitution for America, 188. New 
declaration of rights, 189. Of independence, 
ibid. Affeétto ground their affertion of inde- 
pendence on the king’s refufal to redrefs their 
grievances, ibid. Vigour of, 228. Wife mea- 
fures of, for increafing the army, éid. Ani- 
mating and fuccefsful addrefs to the people, 
229. Committee of, forms a plan of a contti- 
tution for America, 244. Approve of, and 
tran{mit the plan to the feveral flates, 248. 
Pafs refolutions inimical to the conciliatory 
plan of Britain, ii. 9. Refufe to fulfil the 
terms of Gates’s convention with Burgoyne, 
+. Manifeftly guilty of injuftice, 8. Will 
not admit Dr. Fergufon to lay the Britifh 
propofals before them, nor liften to any terms, 
without the previous acknowledgment of their 
independence, 12. Grofs violation of the 
convention of Saratoga, 58. From confider- 
ations of policy averfe to a general exchange 
of prifoners, 253. 

Connecticut, means of fabfiftence, and employment > 
of the inhabitants, i. 4. Chiefly occupied in 
agriculture and pafturage, iid. Planted by 
Puritans flying from the bigetted tyranny of 
Laud, 7. Expedition of Clinton againft, u. 
142. Great lofs to the inhabitants, 144. The 
people think themfelves neglected by Wafhing- 
ton and the congrefs, did. Murmurs there- 
upon, ibid. : 

Connelly, Mr. his fcheme for attacking the Ameri- 
cans from the back fettlements, i. 150. Fruf- 
trated, 151. 

Coote, fir Eyre. See Eaft Indies. 

Cornwallis, lord, penetrates into the Jerfeys, 1. 
219. Strikes terror into the Americans, did. 
But is reftrained by an order from general 
Howe from taking advantage of their panic, 
220. ‘Takes the command of the Jerfey army, 
236. Endeavours to bring Wafhington to a 
battle, who retreats, iid. Marches to the re- 
lief of Brunfwick, 238. Takes poffeflion of 
Philadelphia, 295. Commands a ftrong de- 
tachment againit South Carolina, ii. 184. Left 
by Clinton commander in chief there, 195. 
Adminiftration of, in South Carolina, 196. 
Wife regulations for the government of the 
province, 197. Sets out for Camden, 205. 

‘ Battle 
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Battle there with general Gates, 208. Victo- 
rious, 209. Condué as a general univerfally 
admired, 211. Marches into North Carolina, 
215. A wife meafure, but not- followed by 
fuccefs in proportion to its wifdom, #ééd. 
Obliged to return to South Carolina, 224. 
Falls fick, zbid. Difficulties of the army, 225. 
Great attachment of the army to their general, 
abid. ‘ Arrives at Wynnefborough, 226. Joined 
by a large reinforcement under general Leflic, 
317. Marches from Wynnefborough, 330. 
Crofles the river Catawba, 327. Joined by 
colonel Webiter, purfues general Morgan, 330. 
Drives general Greene trom North Carolina, 
332. Greene re-enters tnat-province, 333. 
Lord Cornwaliis retires, 334. Battle with ge- 
neral Greene at Guildford, 337. Victorious, 
343. But with very confiderable lofs, 344. 
Retires towards Crofs Creek, 348. Drfap- 
pointed in his expectations of being joined by 
the loyalifts, ta. Iffues a proclamation, in- 
viting the Americans to return to their alle- 
glance, 351. Benevolent~ and feeling letter 
to announce the death of colonel Webiler to 
his father at Edinburgh, 353. Sends meflen- 
gers to lord Rawdon, who are unfortunately 
intercepted, ibid. Embarraflment of, 354. 
Determines to march through North Carolina 
into Virginia, 355. Marches from Wilming- 
ton, bid. Joined by general Arnold, 335. 
Endeavours to ftrike a blow at the marquis de la 
Fayette, 386. Who decamps and eicapes with 
his army, 387. Part of hie troops are fent for 
by Clinton, 393 Sets off from Williamfburgh, 
394. Crofles James River, and retires to Portf- 
mouth, 395. Evacuates Portfmonth, 396. 
French and American forces join, 3y7. ile 
concentrates his troops at York and Gloucefter, 
ibid. ‘Vhe combined armies, under Wafhington 
and Rochambeau, inveft York Town, 4og. 
Cornwallis’s troops make feveral fallies, 410, 
411. Surrenders to general Wafhington, 413. 
Efforts of fir Henry Cliuton for the relief of, 
414. iffeéts of the capture of, 420. 

Crillon, duke of, commands the Spanifh army 
before Gibraltar, 1. 439. ; 
Crown Point, important fituation of, i. 131. 
Reduced by the Americans, 132. Abandoned 
by them, 323. 

Cunningham, his Hiftory of Great Britain, a clear, 
accurate performance, fuperior to any in the 
language for particular and intelligible accounts 
ot military operations, i. 374. 


D. 
Darby, admiral, fucceeds Geary, ii. 264, 


Dawfon, captain of the Renown of fifty gunss 
engages with a French fhip of eighty-four, in 

if 

Dane Silas, American ambaffador at Paris, il. 5. 

Delaware, lower counties on, i. 9. Seizure of 
pofts on, unaccountably neglected by general 
Howe, 238. 

D’ Eftaing, fails with a fleet from Toulon to North 
America, ti, 25. Comes to anchor off New 
York, 26. Arrivesat Rhode Ifland, 27. In- 
tends to co-operate with the American general 
Sullivan, ‘to expel the Britifh from Rhode 
Ifland, 28. Feruftrated, ibid. Is oppofed by 
lord Howe, 29. Offers battle to the Britifh 
admiral, iid. Who declines fighting on ac- 
count of the wind, ibid. ‘The Britifh admiral 
appearing at laft willing to fight, is feparated 
from him by a ftorm, 30. His fleet is fhat- 
tered, 32. Which he refits at Bofton, sid. 
Sails to the Welt Indies, 47. Attempts to re- 
lieve St. Lucie, 87. But is repuifed, gz. Is 
reinforced by De Graffe, but declines an en- 
gagement with the Britifh admiral, iid. On 
the departure of Byron commences offenfive 
operations, iid. Reduces St. Vincent’s, 93. 
Attacks Grenada, 94. Which furrenders, 95. 
Battle with the Britith, g8. Declines a clofe 
engagement, though fuperior in force, 99. 
Departs for Hifpaniola, roz. Sails to North 
America, 122. Arrives off Georgia, bid, Sum- 
mons Savannah to furrender, 1z5. Conduét, 
precipitate, iid. Attacks the Britifh lines, 
130. Repulfed with great lofs, 131. Raifes 
the liege, 132. Returns to France, zbid. 

Digby, admiral, conducts home the Spanihh prizes, 
Tee oi, 

Dominica, conquered by the French under the 
marquis de Bouille, ii. 84. 

Donep, colonel, a German, bravery and condu& 
of, at Red Bank, i. 302. “Wounded, ibid. 
Dunmore, earl, and governor of Virginia, fends 
to government a very unfavourable ftate of the 
province, 143. Unpopular, makes a conci- 
latory propofition to the council of Virginia, 
144. Rejected, 145. Apprehenfive of a: de- 
fign to detain his perfon, 146. Narrowly ef- 
capes being feized, ibid. Retires to Nortolk, 
ibid. Iflues a proclamation to eftablifh martial 
law, 147. Emancipates all flaves who fhould 
join the Britith, zd. Attempts to diflodge the 
enemy from their ftrong pofts, 148. Com- 
pelled, with the loyalifts, to.abandon Norfolk, 

ibid. Joins the army at New York, 149. 
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Eden, Mr, See Commiffioners for Peace. 
Lingland. 
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England. See Britain. 

-———, New, phyfical and moral chara@ers of 
the people of, i. 5. Carries on a clandeftine 
trade with Spanifh America, 45. Difpleafed 
with the commercial regulations of Britain, 
21. Denies the authority of parliament to 
levy taxes, 21. Endeavours to excite oppo- 
fition in ‘the other. colonies, 26. A€tive in 
eppofing parliamentary fupremacy, 28. See 
Maffachufett’s Bay, and the other provinces. 

Lijkine, fir William, routs a confiderable body of 
Americans, i. 281. 
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Fergufon, Dr. Adam, appointed fecretary to the 
commiffioners for peace, ii.10. Refufed a pafl- 
port, 11. See Commiffioners for Peace. 

» major, appointed to command the 
South Carolina loyalifts, i. 192. Com- 
mands a body on the frontiers of North Caro- 
lina, 220. His high character as an officer, 
wid. Attacked and furrounded by a great 
number of Americans, 222. Intrepid courage 
and matterly conduct of, iid. Falls, 223. 

, George, governor of Tobago, attacked 
by the French, 11. 287. Sends an exprefs to 
Barbadoes, ibid. Aflittance does not arrive in 
time, zcd. Surrenders the ifland, 288. 

Fleet, Englith. See Keppel, Palhfer, Hood, Rod- 
ney, Fc. 


‘——, French. See D’Hflaing, de Graff, Se. 


~——, Spanith. See Spain. 

——, Dutch. See Holland. 

, Ruffian. See Neutrality. 

Florida, Ealt, preparations of the Americans to 
attack, ii. ros. General Lincoln takes the 
command of their troops. 

, Welt, reduction of, ii. 168. Invaded by 
the Spaniards, 169. Reduced by them, iid. 
Honourable terms granted to the inhabitants, 
rid, 

Fort Chamblée taken by the American. general 
Montgomery, 1. 135. 

-—— Saint John taken, i. 136. 

~——— Edward, expedition of colonel St. Leger 
tO, 1. 330. 

—— Stanwix, invefted by St. Leger, 334. Siege 
of, railed, i. 334. 

Montgomery reduced by colonel Campbell, 
i. 360. 

—— Clinton, reduced by fir Henry Clinton, 
i, 360. 

Fox, Hon. C. J. made fecretary of flate, il. 423. 
Plan of his adminiftration refpeéting the war, 
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France, manifefts a difpofition hoftile to Britain, 
i. 259. Harbours American privateers, ibid. 
Ships of, accept commiflions from the Ame- — 
ricans, 260. Carry on depredations againft the 
Britifh trade, id. Bufy in warlike prepara- 
tions, id. Treatment of Portugal, the ally of 
Britain, id. Enters into commercial and po- 
litical treaties with the Americans, li. 5. Ac- 
knowledges the independence of America, ibid. 
Notifies the treaties to Britain, 6. Which is 
confidered by Britain as a declaration of war, 
ibid. Fleet of, fails for America, 25. Com- 
plains that Britain had commenced hoftilities, 
47. Fleet of, engages Keppel, 78. Com- 
bined fleets of, and of Spain, threaten an in- 
vafion of Britain, 162. Appear off Plymouth, 
163. An armament from, arrives at Rhode 
Ifland, under Rochambeau and Ternay, 245. 
Chief command of the troops given to Wafh- 
ington, iid. French forces join the Ameri- 
cans again{t lord Cornwallis, 397. French fleet 
enters the Chefapeak, 399. Partial action be- 
tween De Graffe and admiral Graves, 400. 
The armies of, and of America, arrive at 
Williamfburgh in Virginia, 405. Encamp be- 
fore York Town, 403. York and Gloucefter 
invefted, 409. Britifh army under lord Corn- 
wallis furrenders, 413. The French, under the 
marquis de Bouillé, take the Dutch ifland St. 
Euftatius from the Britith, 416. A French 
and Spanifh armament befieges St. Philip’s in 
Minorca, 424. Compels general Murray, the 
commanding officer, to capitulate, 425. The 
marquis de Bouillé reduces St. Chriftopher’s, 
ibid. Engagement between De Grafle and fir 
Samuel Hood, 426. Engagement between 
De Graffe and admiral Rodney, 432. French 
completely defeated, 433. See D’Lfaing, and 
other French commanders by name. 

Franklin, Dy. Benjamin, appoimted agent for the 
province of Maflachafett’s Bay at the Britih 
court, i. 84. Gets into his poffeilion fome let- 
ters of governor Hutchinfon, iid. Tranfmits 
theletters to the provincial aflembly, did. Which 
excites a flame againft the governor, idid. Is 
difmiffed from his office of deputy poft-mafter- 

"general for America, 85. Retires to America, 
192. Becomes a leading member in the con- 
-grefs, ibid. Applied to by lord Howe con- 
cerning peace, 193. His anfwer, ibid. Ap- 
pointed ambaffador to the court of France, i. 
5. Principally inftrumental in concluding an 
alliance with that power. 

Frafer, general, if repulfes the Americans at 
Trois Riviers,177. Engages the Americans, 
324. Is killed, 325. ; 
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Gage, general, notifies to the affemblies of Maf- 
fachufett’s Bay that they muft remove to Sa- 
lem, i, g5. Finds it neceffary to order troops 
to Bofton, 98. Fortifies Bofton, 100. Re- 
ceives a letter from the firft' congrefs, declaring 
their rights and grievances, 103. Admonifhes 
the congrefs of Maffachufett’s’ Bay to delilt 
from their unconftitutional proceedings, 108. 
Proclamation of, prohibiting feditious mect- 
ings, iid. Sends a detachment to deftroy 
military ftores of the Americans, 116. The 
detachment driven back to Bofton, 118. Is, 
by the provincial’ congrefs of Maffachufett’s, 
declared an enemy, 121: Receives a reinforce- 
ment from England; 124. Offers the Ame- 
ricans a pardon if they would return to their 
allegiance, did. Engagement with the Ame- 
ricans at Bunker’s Hill, 126. 

Galloway, Mr. an evidence in the inquiry con- 
cerning general Howe’s conduG, i. 398: 

Gaming, of every fpeciés, permitted and fanc- 
tioned in the Britifh army, i. 309. General 
bad effects of that vice.on the human mind and 
body, iid. Particular bad effects of, on the 
army, ibid. 

Garth, general, takes poffeflion of New Haven 
in ConneCticut,: ii. 142. 

Gates, general, takes the command’of the Ame- 
rican army in the north, i. 336. Commands at 
the battle of Still Water; 337. Declines ha- 
zarding a general’ engagement, 342. Huma- 
nity of, to the fick and wounded ot the Britifh, 
ibid. Completely furrounds the Britifh army 
at Saratoga, 343. Orders of, againft plunder- 
ing, 344. Receives propofals from general 
Burgoyne for a convention, 345. ‘The con- 
vention at length, 349: Generous behaviour 
of, to the unfortunate Britifh, 352: Appointed 
eommander of the fouthern army, 11. 200, 
Defeated at Camden, 209. Religns the com- 
mand, 233. 

Geary, admiral, takes the command of the:Chan- 
nel fleet, it 263. Falls in with a fleet of 
French merchantmen, ibid. Refigns, 264. 

Germaine, lord George, fecretary of flate for the 
American department, accufed. by Burgoyne 
of being the caufe of his difcomfiture, i. 355. 
‘Satisfactorily vindicates himfelf from that 
charge, wid. Accufed by fir W. Howe, 394. 
Afferts that Howe had power to aét aceording 
to circumftances and his own difcretion, 396. 

Gibraltar, repulfe and difcomfiture of the Spa- 
niards and French before that fortrefs, ii. 432. 
Relieved by a fleet. under the command of lord 
Howe, 443s. 

-Vou. I, 


Grafton, duke of, prime minifter, i, 52. Procures 
an a€t for duties on articles imported to Ame- 
rica, 53. Refigns, 73. But continues on the 
fide of government, ibid. 

Grant, general, expedition of, to the Wett Indies, 


ii: 42. His operations there, 86. Defeats. 


the French, go. 

Greene, general, fucceeds: Gates in the command 
of the fouthern army, ii..233. Haralles the 
Britith outpofts in South Carolina, 318. Driven 
out of North Carolina, 352. Re-enters it, 
333. Acton with lord Cornwallis near Guild- 
ford, 337. Defeated, 343. Marches againit 
lord Rawdon at Camden, 353.. Compels Fort 
Watfon to furrender, 360.. Eneamps at Mill 
Creek, 361. Befieges Ninety-fix, 364. Sum- 
mons it to furrender,. 368. Raifes the fiege, 
373. Purfued by lord Rawdon, iid. Battle 
between, and colonel Stuart, near the Kutaw 
Springs; 378.. Both:parties claim the vi€tory, 
3&0. 

Grenville, George, prime minifter, meafures: of, 
concerning the colonies difpleafing to the inha- 
bitants, 1. 26.  Propofes the itamp-act, 27. 
Which is-ftrenuoufly oppofed by the parlia-~ 
ment, 28. But carried by a great majority, 
ibid. Difmiffed from his office, 27. His dif- 
miffion favourable to the colonies, zéid. Caufes 
of ‘his difmiffion, ibid. 

Grey, major-general, defeats the .American ge- 
neral Wayne, i. 295. Expedition of, to Buz- 
zard’s Bay, il. 39. Deltroys the American 
privateers on the Acufhnet River, 40. - 


He 


fampfbire; New, infurre€tion in, i. 111. 

Hancock, John, riot at Bofton concerning a fhip 
belonging to him, i. 63. Made prefident of 
the congrefs of Maffachufett’s Bay, 108. 


’ Hardy, fir Charles, takes. the command of the 
Channel fleet, ii. 161. Is pafled by the com-: 


bined fleets, 162. His death, 263. 

Hajflings, Mr. his conduét as governor-general of 
Bengal, ii. 436. 

Heifter, de, the Heffian .general, ,routs the Ame- 
ricans. at Flat Buth, i. 195. 

Henry, Patrick, of Virginia, violent {peech of, on 
the flamp-act, 1. 33.. FG 

Holland, differences of, with Great Britain, i. 
257. Carries naval ftores to France, 258. 


The fhips of, feized by the Britifh, iid. Suf-. 


penfion of treaties of, with Britain, 262. 
Commercial treaty between her and America, 
272. War between her and Britain, 273. 
Dutch ifland of St. Euftatius captured, 280, 

3.N Dutcl: 


ae 


Dutch fettlements on the Spanifh Main taken, 
281. Aion between the Britifh and Dutch 
fleets at the Dogger Bank, 296. 

Hotham, commodore, his important fervices on 
Hudfon’s River, i. 362. In the Prefton, a fhip 
of fifty guns, fights the Tonant, a French fhip 
of eighty, ii. 231. Commands'a fquadron fent 
to the Welt Indies, 232. 

Honduras, attack upon, by captain Luttrell, 1. 
270. 

Howe, general, his conduct at Bunker’s elallee as 

27. Evacuation of Bolton, 166. Embarks 
for Halifax, ibid. Cenfured by many for not 
going rather to Long Ifland, 190. Arrives 
at Sandy Hook, id. Lands the Britith troops 
at Staten Ifland, 191. Detail of his forces, 
ibid. 1s joined by lord Howe with a large re- 
inforcement from Britain, iid. The late arrival 
of the troops a great injury to the Britith 
caufe, 192. Empowered, with lord Howe, to 
treat with the Americans, ibid. Opens the 
campaign, and puts the enemy to flight at 
Long Ifland, 195. Declines attacking the 
American lines, 196. ‘The Americans efcape 


‘from the ifland, 197. His orders for purfuit © 


too late, 198. Makes overtures for peace to 
the Americans, 200. Takes pofleffion of New 
York, zog. Engages the Americans at White 

lains, 212. Cenfured for dividing his army 
into fmall unconnected detachments, 229. 
Blamed for giving an important command to 


colonel Rhalle, 234. Difatter at ‘Trenton at-” 


tributed to that caufe, ssid. Negleéts to fortify 
the pofts on the Delaware, 235. Suffers the 
Jerfeys to be recovered, 239. His conduct 
contrafted with that of general Wafhington, 
241. Clofes the campaign 1776, 243 Opens 
the campaign 1777, 277. Endeavours to bring 
Wafhington to action, 284. Relinquithes the 
Jerfeys, iid. Proceeds to Chefapeak Bay, 
vid. AGionat the Brandywine, 292. Defeats 
the Americans, 293. But does not improve 
the viGory, id. A€tion at German Town, 
208. Suffers the Americans to remain undif- 
turbed the whole winter at Valley Forge, 310. 
General cenfure of his conduct, 311. Refigns 
the command of the army, 381. Imputes his 
refignation to the want of fupport from admi- 
niftration, ibid. That allegation manifellly un- 
founded, 382. Mifchianza, a feitival in honour 
of, 385. “Du Portail’s letter refpecting his 
conduét, 38% Returns to England, 393. 
Corplains of defamation, iid. Obtains a par- 
liamentary inquiry, 396. Reflections on that 


inquiry, 398- 


——-, lord, arrives at Sandy Hook with a fleet 
. from England, i. 190. Empowered, with his | 
6 


es 


ae »- = ~~ 


iwoper s 


Hutchinfon, governor of Maffachufett’s Bay. i. 
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brother, to treat with the Americans, 192. 

Writes to do¢tor Franklin and general Wafh- * 

ington refpecting peace, 193. Conference at 

Staten Ifland with a committee from congrefs, 

200. Attacks Mud Ifland, 301. Takes it, 

304. Defends the harbour of New York with 

afmall force, ii. 26. Sails to Rhode [land to 

oppofe d’Eftaing, 30. The fleets feparated by 

a ftorm, iid. Refigns the command to ad- 

miral Gambier, 33. See Howe, general. - 
Huyne, major-general, fervices of, at Charleltown, 

il. 187-6 


84. Letter of, difgufts the aflembly, sid, 
Petitions for a removal of, from his office, 
ibid. ‘ ; 
J. 
Famaica, and other Weft India iflands. See Weft ‘ # 
Indies, Barrington, Byrony and Rodney. 
Farvis, captain {now admiral fir J.), captures the 


Pegafe, a French line-of-battle fhip, tl. 437. 
Ferfey, attempt on, by France, li. 19.7; Re- 


pelled, sid. , ¢ 
——, New, peopled by the Dutch and Swedes, 1. i 

8. ‘Operations there, fee Cornwallis and “ 

Wafbington. For lofs of, fee Howe, general. ry 
Indies, Welt, clandeftine trade of, with the Spa- \ 

nith fettlements, beneficial both to thefe iflands 

and to Britain, i. 14. Diftrefs of, from the 1) 


war, 258. Expedition of general Grant and 
pemmodere, Hotham: to,n. 48. Alarm, of, 
on the fucceffes of the French, 102. Quieted 
by the departure of d’Eftaing for Hifpaniola, 
ibid. See Barrington, Byron, and Rodney. 

, Eaft, Pondicherry taken by fir He€tor 
Monro and fir Edward Vernon, ii. 82. An 
armament fets fail for, under general Meadows, 
306. Carnatic invaded by Hyder Ally, 307. 
Defeat and deftruction of a detachment under 
colonel Baillie, 309. Gallant behaviour of the 
Britifh, and barbarity of Hyder, 310. The 
Carnatic ravaged by Hyder, 312.. The prefi- ~ 
dency of Madras apply to the governor-general 
of Bengal for affittance, éid. Vigorous mea- 
fures of Mr. Haftings and the fupreme council 
for their defence, 313. Sir Eyre Coote takes 
the command of the army at Madras, iid, 
General Coote defeats Hyder in feveral battles, 
314. Sir Edward Hughes takes Hyder’s fea- 
ports, did. Sir Eyre Coote prevents Hyder 
Ally from returning to the Carnatic, ibid. Sir 
Edward Hughes defeats Suffrein, the French 
admiral, in four battles, did. Haltings detaches 
the Mahrattas from the interefts of Hyder Ally, 
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Indian favages employed by Burgoyne, i. 319. 
Defert him, 339. 

Tohnftone, governor, one of the commiffioners for 
peace. See Commiffioners. Sends private letters 
to members of congrefs, ii. 50. Obfervations 
on thefe letters, 54. Withdraws from the 
commiffion, iid. Makes prizes of four Dutch 
Eat Indiamen, 30s. 

Fones, Paul, action between, and a Britifh con- 

, YOY, il. 164. Defperate courage of, 165. 

Fudges, American, new regulations concerning, 
1. 81. Difguiting to the Americans, 82. 

Fury, trial by, claimed by the Americans on the 
promulgation of the plan for trying certain 

crimes in England, though committed in Ame- 
rica, i. 70. 


K, 


Keppel, admiral, appointed to the command of the 
Britifh fleet in the Channel, ii. 75. Hotilities 
commenced between France and England, 76. 
Engagement between the Belle Poule, a French, 
and the Arethufa, an Englith frigate, 77. En- 
gagement between the Englifh and French 
fleets, 79. Difference between Keppel and 
Pallifer, 8. Keppel tried, sid. Honourably 
acquitted, id. Rejoicings in London on his 
acquittal, iid. Receives the thanks of the 
houfe of commons, did. Is appointed firft lord 
of the admiralty, 423. 

Knyphaufen, general, arrives at Long Ifland with 
a body of Heflians, i. ara. His fervices at 
Fort Wafhington, 217. At Brandywine, 297. 
His conduG& at Freehold Court Houle, ii. 20. 
Left commander of the garrifon of New York, 
177. His prudent meaiures for the defence 
of New York, 239. 


L. 


Lee, the American general, taken prifoner, i. 
226. His charaéter and abilities, 227. His 
condu& at Freehold Court Houfe meritorious, 
though it met with punifhment, ii. 20. 

Leflie, major-general, his important fervices at 
Charleftown, ii. 187. Sent by Clinton to co- 
operate with Cornwallis, 226. Ordered to join 
him at Wynnefborough, iid. Joins him there, 
318. Commands part of the army at the battle 
of Guildford, 338. 

Liberty, too exalted fpeculative ideas of, lead into 
mott fatal confequences in practice, 1. 10. 


Lincoln, the American general, commands in the 


fouthern colonies, ii. 105. Arrives at Charlef- 
town, did. Eftablifhes his head-quarters at 
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Paryfburgh near Savannah, 106. Attempts te 
ftraiten the Britifh quarters, 108. Fruftrated 
by general Prevoft, 109. Attacks the Britifh 
under colonel Maitland, 117. Repulfed, sid. 
Is abandoned by a great part of his troops, 
11g, Retires to Charleftown, 179. Sum- 
moned by Clinton to furrender, 180. His firm 
anfwer, 181, Capitulates, 185. 

Locke, the diftinguithed philufopher, forms a code 
of laws for Carolina, apparently excellent in 
theory, but by experience proved ineffectual, 
i. 10, 

Loyalifts, American, exert themfelves in Virginia, 
and afterwards retire to Norfolk with lord 
Dunmore, i. 147. In North Carolina fet up 
the king’s ftandard, 178. Join with the 
Scotch Highland emigrants, 179. Divided in 
their councils, 180. Proceed to Wilmington, 
wid. Attack the Americans, 18z. Defeated, 
ibid. 'Thofe of Jerfey and New York pillaged 
and infulted, 242. Conduct of thofe of Phi- 
ladelphia on the departure of the congrefs, 230- 
Stratagem of, 371. 

Luttrell, commodore, reduces the Spanith fort. 
Omoa, ll. 170. 

Lutwych, commodore, deftroys the American gal- 
lies at Skenefborough, i. 324. 


M. 


Macartney, lord, governor of Grenada, furrenders 
the ifland, ii. 195. 

Maclean, colonel, charaéter of, i. 134. His 
vigorous meafures to oppofe the Americans in 
Canada, iid. Haftens to the defence of Que. 
bec, 138. Directs the artillery and fortifica- 
tions, 139. 

» colonel Francis, forms a fettlement in 
Penobfcot,' 11. 148. Attacked by the Ame- 
ricans,, 150. His vigour and condut difap- 
point the attempts of the enemy, 151. Relieved 
by fir George Collier, 152. 

Maitland, major, expedition of, wp the Delaware, 
i. 376. Deilroys a great quantity of ftores 
and provifions, and a number of fhips, did, 
Succeeds general Prevoft in the command at 
John’s Ifland, ai. 116. Attacked by general 
Lincoln, 117. Whom he repulfes, ibid. 
Marches to the afliftance of general Prevoit at 

~ Savannah, 125. His death and character, 13'3. 

» captain of the Queen, captures l’Ac- 
tionaire, a French fhip of war, ii. 437. 

Manners, influence of climate and foil on, illuf- 
trated in the northern, middle, and fouthers 
colonies of North America, i. 5—10. 

Maryland, frit fettlement of, i. 9. Carries on a 

3N2 cor- 


” 


iN DE = 


econfiderable trade with Lifbon and the Medi- 
-terranean, 15. Delegates of, fecede from con- 
grefs when declaring America independent, 
180. 

Maffachufer’s Bay, fettled by Puritans flying from 
the perfecution of Laud, i. 7. Soon begins to 
flourifh, 8. Pleafed with duties impoted ‘by 
parliament, 21. Affembly denies the right of 
the Britith parliament-to levy taxes, 22. That 
denial imputed to the continuance .of the re- 
publican principles of the farft fettlers, iid. 
Propofes affembling a general congrefs, 36. 
This-propofal generally approved of, 37. ‘Tu- 
mults in, on the promulgation of the ftamp act, 
57,58. Difagreement between the inhabitants 
and the governors, iid. Aflembly of, enters 
into a general confideration of grievances, 59. 
Petition of, to the king, iid. Sends a circular 
letter to the other colonies, ftating grievances, 
60. That letter feverely condemned by go- 
vernment, but moft favourably received by the 
other colonies, 61. Affembly required to re- 
fcind the refolution which produced it, 62. 
Which they refufe, and are therefore diflolved, 
ibid. The difcontents of thé people break out 
into open violence, iid. ‘They form aflocia- 
tions for diftrefling thetrade of Britain, 67. 
Difpleafed with new regulations about the 
judges, 81. Affembly denies the right of the 
Britith parliament to legiflate for them, 83. 
Apologize afterwards for théir. vidlence, 84. 
Pray for the removal of their governor, ibid. 
‘The people enter into affociations againit the 
importation of tea, 86. The people, by the 
recommendation of the affembly, enters into re- 
folutions for breaking off all trade with Bri- 
tain, 97. Violence of the populace, and civil 
government diffolved, iid. Army and mili- 

tary flores begin to be collected, 100. Dele- 

gates of the county of Suffolk meet at Bofton, 

‘bid. The condué of the people receives the 

unqualified approbation of the general.congrefs, 

104. Provincial congrefs held at Salem, 108. 

Interferes in the regulation of the militia, 109. 

Provide arms and military ftores, aid. Pro- 

vincial congrefs meets at Cambridge, 113. 

Prepares for hoftilities, sid. An army rated, 

120. See Boffon. 


“Maewhood, Tieutenant-colonel, expedition under, 


to affit the loyaliftsin Jerfey, i. 367. Action 
at Quintin’s Bridge, 368. Ingratitude of an 
American foldier, zd. AClion at Hancock’s 
Bridge, 369. 
Mathew, major-general, commands at King’s 
Bridge, li. 235. Sends a detachment under 
colonel Norton to attacka {trong polt at Young’s 


Houfe, 236. Publicly thanks the colonel 
and men for their fervices, 238. Gazette ac- 
count of that affair mutilated, 239. 

Meadows, general, ‘his gallant and judicious 
condué at St. Lucie, ii, 89. Matterly difpo- 
fition for the defence of his poft, go. Wounded, 
“bid. Sails for the Eaft Indies, 305. 

Mififippi, the navigation of that river by the peace. 
to remain free to particular powers, 1. 445. 

Moncrieff, captain, his exertions and fervices as 


chief engineer at Savannah, i. 133. His im-_ 


portant fervices as chief engineer at Charlef- 
‘town, 187. His great abilities and profeflional 
character, ibid. 

Montgomery, the American general, marches to 
attack Canada, i133. ‘Takes Fort Chamblee, 
135. St. John’s, 136. Montreal, id. Sum- 
mons Quebec to furrender, 139. Attempts to 
ftorm it, 140. Killed, 142. His character, 
ibid. “ 

Montreal taken by the Americans, 1. 130. 


N. 


Newfoundland, fihery of, fuffers by the difpute 
of Britain with America, il. 58. St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, iflands near, taken from the 

French, ii. 83. j y 

Newte, captain Thomas, curious and interesting 
extraét from his Tour in England and Scot- 
‘land, il. 446. « 

New York,tradc of, t: 14. General congrefs held 
at, 39. Refolutions againft the ftamp act, 40. 
(See Congres.) Affembly refufes to fupply the 
troops with the articles direéted inthe new 
mutiny act, 52. Legiflative funtion of the 
affembly fufpended by att of parliament, 59. 
But afterwards reftored, 67. Preparations to 
impede the progrefs of the Britifh, 191. Bn- 
tith forces take poffeffion of, 205. Part of it 
burned by the Americans, 208. 

North, lord, made prime minifter, 1. 73. — Intro- 
duces a plan for repealing all duties in /Ame- 
rica, excepting on tea, bid.  Increafes the 
demands of the colonifls, 79. See Parliament. 

Norton, colonel. See Mathews. ; 

‘Neutrality, armed, an account of, ii. 259. 
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Omoa, a Spanifh fort, key of the Bay of Hon- 
duras, taken by the Britifh, ii. 172. Heroifm 
of a Britifh feaman, ibid. 

Oppofition members fupport the caufe of the Ame- 

T1CaNS, 


“yicans, 1.69. Their fpeeches are the means of 
‘railing’ a party at home favourable to the Ame- 
“yicans, 2bid. Defend the condu& of the inha- 
bitants of Maffachufett’s Bay, 70. Impede the 
“meafures of government refpecting America, 
“gt. ‘Their forebodings excite the Americans 
to act as they had foretold, 91. Propofe treat- 
‘ing with the congrefs,rgg. Support and vindi- 
“cate general Burgoyne after the difafter of Sara- 
toga, 357. Alfo general Howe on his return 
from America, and infift on an inquiry into 
the condu& of the war, 390. 


Ofwald, a Britifh merchant, negotiates the peace 


on the part of Great Britain, i. 444. 


-— 


Pls 


Paper currency of the colonies, an act paffed for 


reftraining, i. 18. State of, 1g. Obtervations 
on paper currency, 24. , 


Paine, Thomas, powerful effects of his pamphlet 


called Common Senfe in producing the decla- 
ration of American independence, i. 190. 
Writes the Crifis, a-fevere fatire on’ general 
Howe’s feftival, 396. 


Pallifer, admiral, commands the rear of the Chan- 


nel fleet under Keppel, ii. 80. Difference be- 


»» tween, and Keppel, 81. Tried and acquitted, 
al 


ibid. 


Parker, fir Peter, expedition of, againft Rhode 


Ifland, i. 220. 

, fr Hyde, commands an armament againft 
Georgia, ii. 48. Succefs of that expedition, 
“1. Engages the Dutch flect near the Dog- 
ger Bank, 296. 


Parliament, a&t of, for the fuppreflion of fmugegling, 


j. 12. For impofing duties on certain kind of 
merchandife in America, 17. Objects of this 
ad, the commerce of the colonies, and _reve- 
nue of the ftate, iid. At for regulating the 
paper currency of America, 18. ‘Thefe acts oc- 
calion great difcontents in America, 75. Ac 
for impofing ftamp duties, 27. (See Stamp ait. ) 
Oppofed in America as unconftitutional, 4o. 
The right of parliament to levy taxes on the 
Americans denied by the congrefs, ibid. Act 
for repealing the ftamp aét, 45. Accompanied 
by an act declaring that parliament had a right 
to legiflate for America in every cafe, did, AC 
fot providing for the more comfortable fubfift- 
ence of the troops in America, 51. Act for 
levying duties on imports- into America, 
$3. Attacked in colonial pamphlets and new/- 
papers, 56. Addrefles his Majefty on the dil- 
orderly ftate of Maflachufett’s Bay, 68. Dil- 
ie 


PN! pe Ee x 


continues all the duties in America, except on 

tea, 73. Act for exporting tea free of duty, 

85. Difgufting to the New Englanders, id. 

A& for fhutting the port of Botton, 88. A 

for changing the conflitution of Maffachufett’s 

Bay, 89. Ac for the better government of 
Maffachufetts, 90. For the fettlement of Ca- 
nada, ibid. For prohibiting the moft difafietted 
colonies from trading with any country but. 
Britain, 122. Makes a conciliatory propofi- 
tion to America, 123. Not accepted, 124. 
His majefty’s {peech at the opening of, after 
commencement of hoftilities, 155. Arguments 
for and againft coercive meafures, 157, 158. 
Coercion refolved on, 158. Meafures adopted 
accordingly, 160. ‘Takes the American peti- 
tion into confideration, 161. | Rejects it, 162. 
Conciliatory bill propofed by Mr. Burke, sid. 
RejeGed, 163. Ac for prohibiting all inter- 
courfe with America, ibid. Conciliatory motion 
by Mr. Hartley, iid. Rejefted, wid. By the 
duke of Grafton, 164. Rejected, 165. De- 
bates on the proclamation of the Howes, 264, 
265. Bill for fecuring perfons accufed of 
high treafon, 269. Motion by lord Chatham 
for addreffing the king againft the war, 272. 
Manly fpeech of the fpeaker to his majeity re- 
fpecting the public money, 275. Bills for re- 
conciliation with America, ll. 3. 


Patterfon, general, fervices of, at Charleftown, ii. 
18 


Penob fot, Britith fettlement in, by general Mac- 


lean, and fuccefsful defence of, ii. r5r. 


Penfylvuania, planted by Penn with Quakers, i. 


g. Affembly of, fecedes from congrefs, 189: 
See Philadelphia. 


Penn, William, fettles Penfylvania, i. 9. 
——, Richard, prefents a petition from congrefs 


to his majefty, i. 153. 


Percy, lord (now duke of Northumberland), fent 


with a detachment to feize the military ftores 
at Concord, near Bofton, 1.116. Annoyed by 
the Americans, iid. Acquires a high charac- 
ter as an officer, 120. Commands a body at 
Long Ifland, 194. Carries the advanced potts 
of the enemy’s camp; 218. 

Pitcairne, major, killed at Bunker’s Hill, i. 128. 
His character, ibid. 

Pitt, Wiiliam (earl of Chatham), inimical to the 
fyftem refpeéting America propofed by govern- 
ment, i. 26. His motion for an addrefs to the 
throne for peace, 271. 

Pigott, major-general, his fuccefsful defence of 
Rhode Hand, ii. 35. 

Prefeot, general, carried off by the Americans, i. 
280. 

Prevofts 


Prevoft, general, defeats the Americans, ii. 109. 
Unfuccefsful attempt of, againft Charleftown, ii. 
z. Departs for Savannah, 116. Befieged there 
by the Americans and French, 127. His lines 
attacked, 130. Repulfes the enemy with great 
lois, 132) 

Puinam, general, commands a detachment from 
Connecticut, i. 121. Account of, did. Makes 
good his retreat from New York with the Ame- 
ricanarmy, i. 207. 4 


R. 


Rawdon, lord (earl of Moira}, commands a di- 
vilion of the forces at the battle near Camden, 
ii. 209. Commendation of his vigour and 
enterprife, id. On the ficknefs of lord Corn- 
wallis takes the command of the fouthern army, 
224. Difficult march of, in South Carolina, 
225. Hardfhips encountered by the troops, 
ibid. Commands the troops in South Carolina, 
whither Greene alfo marches, 351. Attacks 
the camp of general Greene at Hobkirk’s Hill, 
354. Defeats Greene, 356. Mafterly general- 
fhip of, 358. Returns to Europe, 364. 

Rhode Iffand, infurreCtion in, i. 111. Attempt 
upon by Clinton and Parker, 220. Conquered, 
ibid, Attempt of the Americans,on, 1. 39. 

Rivers, on the eaftern fide of North America, 
navigable to near their fource, and thus favour- 
able to commerce, but open to naval war, i. 3. 

Rockingham party come into adminiitration, 1. 


Ra. admiral (late lord), appointed to com- 
mand the Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies, i. 
299. Convoys the provifions to the relief of 
Gibraltar, iid. Revives the naval glory of 
England, 256. ‘Takes a fleet of Spanifh mer- 
chantmen, ifid: Gains a complete victory over 
the Spanifh fleet, 257. Relieves Gibraltar, 
ibid. Gains a moft glorious victory over the 
French, 432. 


S. 


Saratoga. See Burgoyne and Gates. 

Savannah, befieged by the French and American 
armies, ii. 127. Siege is raifed, 130. 

Simcoe, major, ftratagem of, 1. 374. 

Smuggling, prevalent to a very degree in the colo- 
nies, 1. 12. Regulations to prevent, ibid. 
Produce murmurs among [the Americans, 13. 
Affe& branches of fair and lucrative trade, 14, 
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Spain, favours the Americans, i. 260. Joins 
the confederacy againft Britain, i. 158. 
Blockade of Gibraltar, 167. Spaniards re- 
duce Welt Florida, 169. Attack the Britifh 
logwood-cutters in the Bay of Honduras, ibid. 
Attack Gibraltar, but are repulfed, 438 —442- 
See France. 

Stamp-ad, oppofed by a powerful party at home, 
i. 29. Caufes of that oppofition, 32. Nota 
new fyftem, but a continuation of the old, 44. 
Produces alarms in Britain as well as America, 
45. Repeal of, iid. Declaratory ac pailed, 
ibid. Repeal of, caufes great joy in America, 
wid. Confidered as the dawn of independence, 
ibid. f 

St. Leger, expedition of, i. 330. Invefls Fort 
Stanwix, 334. Obliged to raife the fiege, 335. 


| Sumpter, the American colonel, defeated by Tarle- 


ton, ii, 213. Joins Clarke and Brannen, 228. 


hy 


Taxation. See Parliament, Stamp-ad, ec. 

Tarleton, colonel, defeats the American colonel 
Burford, ii. 193. Surprifes and defeats the 
Americans under colonel Sumpter, 212, Re- 
pels Marion, the American partizan, 227. Ac- 
tion with the Americans at Blackftock’s Hill, 
231. Defeated by general Morgan, 323. 


Ticonderoga, capture of, i. 131. 


V. 


Vaughan, general, commands a detachment of 
Clinton’s army, i. 306. Invefts Fort Fayette, 
li, 192. 

Virginia, fetiled in the beginning of James the 1ft*s 
reign, 1. 6. General affembly of, oppofe the 
flamp act, 31. Pafs a refolution for a faft on 
account of the Bofton port-bill, 97. Propofe an 
annual congrefs of the citizens, g. See Corn- 
wallis. 


W. 


Wallace, fir James, deftroys the American gallies 
in AEfopus Creek, i. 366. 
Wayne, general, furprifes Stoney Point, ii. 145. 
Wafbington, general, fmallnefs of his army at the 
opening of the campaign 1776, i. 192. Applies 
to general Howe for the releafe of ‘Lee, 227. 
Surprifes the Britifh troops at Trenton, 231. 
This victory animates the Americans, 233. 
Marches 
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Marches into the Jerfeys, 234. His judicious general character, sid. Death of, fee Gorn Soo dees 
retreat, 236. Adtion with colonel Mawhood, qwallis. i Rare 
237. Recovers a great part of the Jerfeys, \ Sipe he 
| 239. Wifdom and activity of, in the winter \ : ie 
campaign, and well-timed proclamation, 291. Y- | Rian oh: 
Diftrefled fituation of his army, 308. Pre- ; \| ; ae 
pares to impede the Britith in their retreat | York, New, granted by Charles II. to his brother, 


| from Philadelphia, i.116. Battle of Freehold i. 8. Averfe to giving up trade with Britain, RS: nee 
Court-houfe, 11.19. Sends a detachment to 112. Refufes to accede to the refolutions of . \ i 

| encourage the difaffected Carolinians, 199. congrefs, ibid. Local fituation of, 205. ‘Taken he 

Dittrefles of this army. See Howe, Clinton, and pofleffion of by the Britifh, iid, Britifh gar- | Ys 

| Cornwallis. rifon of, in danger from the rigour of the 


Webfter, lieutenant-colonel, his conduct at the winter, il. 233. \ 
battle of Camden greatly praifed, ii.211. High 


i Ae | THE END, 


Direétions for placing the Plates. 


4 VOL. I. 
BATTLE of Bunker’s Hill, -——- to face page 127 
| Battle of Long Ifland, or Brooklyn 195 
Fort Wafhington, afterwards called Knyphaufen — 210 
| Battle of White Plains a 214 
Camp at Saratoga eS oF 352 
Attack of Fort Clinton 362 
Fayette’s Pofition, Barren Hill Church, and Matfon’s Ford Eyiy) 
VOL. Il. Q 
Siege of Savannah = — 132 ; 
Siege of Charleftown -_—o 185 ' | 
Battle of Camden on —— 210 ‘ 
Bnitith Troops croffing the Catawba 329 


Battle at Guildford Court Houfe, North Carolina — 342 
| Battle at Hobkirk’s Hill, South Carolina 358 
Pofition of the Englifh and French Fleets immediately previous 

to the Action of the 5th of September 1781 — 400 
Siege of York and Gloucefter in Virginia 412 
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